Second Principle of Surrender: Ätma-Nivedana
Dedication of the Self
- Eight Songs (by Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura from Çaraëägati)
Song 8
(1)
ätma-nivedana, tuwä pade kori',
hoinu parama sukhé
duùkha düre gelo, cintä nä rohilo,
caudike änanda dekhi
1) I have become supremely happy by surrendering myself at Your lotus feet. Sorrow
has gone far away, and there are no more cares. All I see is joy in the four directions.
(2)
açoka-abhoya, amåta-ädhära,
tomära caraëa-dwaya
tähäte ekhona, viçräma labhiyä
chäòinu bhavera bhoya
2) Your two lotus feet are reservoirs of immortal nectar that grant freedom from both
sorrow and fear. Resting in them I have found peace, and have completely given up
the fear of worldly existence.
(3)
tomära saàsäre, koribo sevana,
nähibo phalera bhägé
tava sukha jähe, koribo jatana,
ho'ye pade anurägé
3) I shall render service in Your household and never endeavor to enjoy the fruits of
that service. Rather, I shall strive for whatever pleases You, being fully enamored by
Your lotus feet.
(4)
tomära seväya, duùkha hoya jato,
se-o to' parama sukha
sevä-sukha-duùkha, parama sampada,
näçaye avidyä-duùkha
4) All the troubles encountered in Your service shall be the cause of great happiness,
for in Your devotional service joy and sorrow are equally great riches. Both destroy the
misery of ignorance.

(5)
pürva itihäsa, bhulinu sakala,
sevä-sukha pe'ye mane
ämi to' tomära, tumi to' ämära,
ki käja apara dhane
5) I have completely forgotten all of my past history by feeling in my mind the great
joy of Your service. I am indeed Yours, and You are truly mine. What need is there of
any other treasure?
(6)
bhakativinoda, änande òubiyä,
tomära sevära tare
saba ceñöä kore, tava icchä-mato,
thäkiyä tomära ghare
6) Bhaktivinoda sinks deeply into the ocean of pure bliss by engaging in Your service.
He devotes all his efforts according to Your wishes while living in Your house.

