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Mangalacarana

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

| offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, who has opened
my eyes, which were blinded by the darkness of ignorance, with the torch-
light of knowledge.

éri-caitanya-mano-'bhistarh sthapitarh yena bhi-tale
svayam ripah kada mahyam dadati sva-padantikam

When will Srila Rupa Gosvami Prabhupada, who has established within this
material world the mission to fulfil the desire of Lord Caitanya, give me sheiter
under his lotus feet?

vande ‘ham Sri-guroh Sri-yuta-pada-kamalam Sri-guriin vaisnavams ca
Sri-ripam sagrajatarm saha-gana-raghunathanvitarm tam sa-jivam
sadvaitarm savadhifam parifana-sahitam krspa-caitanya-devam
gri-radha-krsna-padan saha-gana-lalita-sri-visakhanvitams ca

| offer my respectful ocbeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master and
of all the other preceptors on the path of devotional service. | offer my respect-
ful obeisances unto all the Vaisnavas and unto the six Gosvamis, including
Stila Rapa Gosvami, $rila Sanatana Gosvami, Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami,
Jiva Gosvam, and their associates. | offer my respectful obeisances unto Sri
Advaita Acarya Prabhu, Srf Nityananda Prabhu, $iT Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
and all His devotees, headed by Srivasa Thakura. | then offer my respectful
obeisances unto the lotus feet of Lord Krsna, Srimati Radharani, and all the
gopis, headed by Lalita and Visakha.

nama orh visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhi-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

| offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace Srila Suhotra Swam,
who is very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His iotus feet.

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

| offer my respectful obeisances unto you who are the sirnha-guru and the
one who takes away the influence of Kali-yuga by delivering wonderful lec-
tures on the scientific teachings of Srila Prabhupada.
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthdya bhu-tale
grimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
ivami Prabhup&da, who is very dear 1o Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at
Iis lotus feet.

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracaripne
nirvisesa-sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvati
tiosvami. You are kindly preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and
delivering the Western countries, which are filled with impersonalism and
voidism.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthdya bhd-tale
Srimate bhaktisiddhanta-sarasvatiti namine

| offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati, who is very dear to Lord Krsha, having taken shelter at His lotus
fcet.

sri-varsabhanavi-devi-dayitaya krpabdhaye
krsna-sambandha-vijfidna-dayine prabhave namah

| offer my respectful obeisances to St Varsabhanavi-devi-dayita Dasa [an-
other name of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati], who is favoured by Srimatt
Radharani and who is the ocean of transcendental mercy and the deliverer of
the science of Krsna.

madhuryojjvala-premadhya-sri-ripanuga-bhaktida-
Sri-gaura-karuna-sakti-vigrahaya namo ’stu te

| offer my respectful obeisances unto you, the personified energy of SrT
Caitanya’s mercy, who deliver devotional service that is enriched with conju-
gal love of Radha and Krsna, coming exactly in the line of revelation of Srila
Rapa Gosvami.

namas te gaura-vani-sri-martaye dina tarine
rupanuga-viruddhapasiddhanta-dhvanta-harine

| offer my respectful obeisances unto you, who are the personified teachings
of Lord Caitanya. You are the deliverer of the fallen souls. You do not tolerate
any statement that is against the teachings of devotional service enunciated
by Srila Riipa Gosvamt.

Vit
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Introduction

Glorifying the Lord and glorifying the Lord’s devotees are the same. Or
rather, glorifying the devotee is more important than glorifying the Lord
directly. Narottama dasa Thakura explains this fact: chadiya vaisnava-
seva, nistara payeche keba. One cannot be liberated from material
contamination without sincerely serving a devotee of Krsna. (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 10.1.notes)

Dear Guru Maharaja!
Dear spiritual brothers and sisters!
Please accept my most humble obeisances.

On this wonderful day when our beloved spiritual master, His Divine Grace
Srila Suhotra Svamr, has appeared we gather together every year to offer him
our humble obeisances and to glorify his wonderful qualities.

Today our big family again consolidates in this wonderful book, united in
thoughts for the transcendental greatness of our Guru Maharaja. Throughout
the whole year we have prepared ourselves by different kinds of services for
this blessed day in order to offer the results of our activities at his lotus feet
and to share our simple realisations about the inconceivable power of the
service to him and his mission.

Most of us are born in families of Mlecchas, Yavanas, candalas, in families
lowest of humankind. Although according to the Vedic system we are untouch-
able, our beloved spiritual master has come to give us Srila Prabhudada’s
mercy, to give us the mercy of the blissful sankirtana movement of Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Once Guru Mahar3ja told me:

In the beginning all of you were on the same level, and | accepted all of
you. | spent hours to meet with you and listen to everyone. But in due
course of time some of you accepted my mission in their hearts making
advancement, and now | want to be with them.

Dear spiritual brothers and sisters, on this wonderful day we all gather to-
gether to glorify our beloved spiritual master, the most munificent representa-
tive of Lord Krsna, for his sublime qualities and wonderful deeds. Let us try to
judge what we have done to help him in spreading the mission of Lord Caitanya
in our temple, in our town, in our country.

Did we succeed to cleanse our hearts from all the anarthas, so that only his
mission remains there? If we did not succeed in doing this, let us humbly pray
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io his lotus feet to help us understand that devotional service is not a kind of
joke, not an action for our satisfaction. It is rather an obligation and a respon-
aibility that we have to take from the back of our spiritual master.

| et his greatness spread all over the world.

Your insignificant servant,
Ruciravatara dasa

Xi
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Sri Vyasa-piija 1996

The meaning of Vyasa-pija

Vyasa-plja is a process by which the representative of Srila Vyasadeva is
worshipped. It is a tradition in the Vaisnava culture to celebrate the appearance
days of the great souis.

How is it to be known that somebody is a great soul? He does great things for
the welfare of all living beings. He is teaching everyone to serve Krsna, and
thus he is ensuring permanent benefit to all.

Everybody in this material world is seeking after ETERNITY, KNOWLEDGE
AND BLISS. However, no materialist can fulfil this common desire.

Only the representative of Srila Vyasadeva can give people the ETERNITY,
KNOWLEDGE AND BLISS. He is the gate to the spiritual world.

In the material world one can attain limited knowledge and passing bliss, con-
nected with birth, old age, diseases and death.

The spiritual world is transcendental 1o the qualities of the material world. In
the material worid EVERYbody only steals from Krsna, whereas in the spir-
itual world EVERYbody tries to give EVERYthing to Krsna, out of affection for
Him.

The spiritual master is the gate to Krsna, because Krsna desires so. He Him-
self says that “One who is the devotee of My devotee is My real devotee. Not
one who only states this about himself” Service to His devotees pleases Krsna
more than when somebody tries to serve Him directly.

The day of Vyasa-piija is therefore a good opportunity to get Krsna’s mercy
on one’s head through the service to Guru Maharaja.

It is said that only because the spiritual master takes us seriously Krsna takes
us seriously.

Bathing the lotus feet of the spiritual master and accepting the caranamrta is
another opportunity for spiritual progress. This is nicely illustrated by the story
of Nila Alva whose character was completely changed from a sense enjoying
bandit and miser to a servant of the Vaisnavas due to performing vaisnava-
seva. He was feeding one hundred Vaisnavas daily and then he washed the
feet of each of them, and he drank all the caranamrta. In this way he com-
pletely engaged himself in the service of Krsna, even though his desire was
not pure in the beginning — he desired o get the hand of one heavenly Apsara
who by some mistake could not return to the heaventy planets.
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When Nila saw her, he immediately fell in love with her and asked her for
marriage. She agreed, but gave one condition to him, which was that Nila
should become a Vaisnava. It was the beginning impulse to Nila's devotional
norvice.

Similarly, most of the people come to devotional service with different mo-
lives. So Nila decided that he would feed Vaisnavas and drink the water that
had washed their feet. Nila got so much into these activities that he com-
pletely forgot the heavenly lady. Lord Visnu was so satisfied with him that He
onabled Nila to have darsana with Him. He personally initiated him into the
mantra ‘orn namo narayanaya'.

Even from the history of
the Vaisnava acaryas we
can see how drinking the
caranamrta is a powerful
weapon against illusion.

In times of Srila
Prabhupada one of his
disciples stole the bucket
with caranamrta and
locked himself up in one
room. When others found
out about that they at-
tempted to penetrate the
room. They banged on
the door, threatened,
begged and preached,
but he did not come out
until he drank it all alone.
This is called a desire for
advancement.

We have accepted our spiritual master as our principal conductor, and he
conducts everything for Krsna’s pleasure.

In the introduction to Caitanya-caritamrta, Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami says
that already by remembering the spiritual master and Vaisnavas we summon
their blessings. Such remembering destroys all obstacles and very easily ena-
bles one to realise his own desires.

All glories to Srila Suhotra Swami!

Susanga-jata dasa

X1t
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Vyasa-pija offering to Srila Prabhupada
Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances in the shade of your lotus feet,
which cools the fever of material desire in the minds of the fallen conditioned
souls.

nama orn visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhd-tale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

On this most auspicious day of your divine appearance, may a comprehen:
sion of all you have done and continue to do for this most unworthy, bewil-
dered, and frail-hearted soul now manifest as the sincerity with which this :
offering should be made. Kindly grant me the opportunity, in this life and in
unlimited future lives, to personally repay you for accepting me as your disci-
ple, in Boston, twenty-four years ago.

Srila Prabhupada, | write this offering in the most holy $ridhama Mayapura,
where your divine presence at the Puspa Samadhi Mandira is a tangible reality.
I am left refreshed, inspired and deeply moved by my visits to you there. The
massive white marble dome topped by the golden kailasa is the Meru of this
age, the pillar that holds up the world. Gazing upon it, | am reminded of a
saying: “One man with courage makes a majority.”
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As architecture, the Samadhi Mandira is stunning. But devotees are not con-
cerned with architecture. | have seen bigger and more ornate structures in
various parts of the world, but they hold no sway over my mind as does the
Mandira. There cannot be a comparison, because the Mandira was built in
sacrifice to Your Divine Grace. Similarly, in the mundane estimation there are
so-called great men whose names are household words world-wide. But
whatever they did was for sense gratification, and what you have done is for
Krsna. And, yes, in appreciation for that, Krsna lets wax more and more the
transcendental moon of your fame, besides which the fame of the fathers of
nations, the learned savants and the heroes, is mere starlight. Soon, doubt-
lessly, your name will be on lips world-wide. But what sets you apart, what
compels us to your lotus feet, what actually establishes you in our heart and
makes us your eternal followers, is simply that all of what you have done, big
or small, you have done for Krsna. The pastimes powerfully depicted in the
Samadhi diorama display — your struggles to serve your Guru Maharaja in
India from the 40’s till you left for America; the risky steamship journey you
took at an elderly age; your preaching among the hippies; your inaugurating
Ratha-yatra in San Francisco; your flooding the world with your transcenden-
tal books — display your love for He whom all the worldly icons of fame forgot,
and helped others forget. One man with courage for Krsna makes a majority
Krsna conscious.

XU
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Dear Srila Prabhupada, please instil our hearts with your courage, and pleas
keep us tightly under your protection. | am writing this homage during a lun
eclipse here in Mayapura. A few nights ago a comet was visible in the s
Two nights before Gaura Purnima, a ring of light appeared around the moo
Within some days after the next Gaura Purnima, a huge comet is predicted
pass by the earth. These are all inauspicious portents. With the rise of you
movement in the world, the personality of Kali feels threatened. Just when
thought he had defeated religion with material science; just when he thoug
he had buried the burnt remnants of morality under an avalanche of “fre
love” and pornography; just when he thought the world had been seduced by
the doctrine of “l am God” — you established ISKCON, thereby exposing th
cheating of the scientists, the futile nastiness of illicit sex, and The Emperor"
New Clothes of modern man’s claims to supremacy over creation. Kali'
Medusan gaze is now upon us. He has the power to turn the hearts of all
ordinary men and women to stone.

Srila Prabhupada, | fear for your society of devotees. | fear for myself in this
society. My heart was already stone; and while you broke it with the powerful
hammer-blow of your preaching, not all the granite-chips fell away. Indeed, i
foolishly clung to them. Now, once more feeling the petrifying grip of Kali
upon my heart, | know that | must come under your full shelter, that | may not
be frozen in my tracks. | know this ~ but | am weak and wavering. Help me,
Srila Prabhupada. Help your ISKCON. The entire material energy is pitted
against us. If we remain ordinary men and women, we will become a collection
of museum-pieces, powerless to serve you. There is only one way to be
saved from this: all vestiges of contamination must be resolutely excised and
thrown off, and these bodies, minds and souls must become fully dedicated to
your lotus feet.

I am low, fallen, and troubled by the reactions of countless offences in devo-
tional service. If you do not rescue me, | will be lost. While | have no qualifi-
cation to expect your favour, | cannot approach anyone else for shelter, as
there is no one other than you in whom | can put my faith. Seeing my help-
lessness, Srila Prabhupada, please do what you think is best. |

Before closing, Srila Prabhupada, kindly permit me to directly address the ,?
hearers and readers of this offering, be they devotees or the simply curious,
whether now be the 1996 Centennial Vyasa-pija Day or any time thereafter. !
Dear friends, have no doubt that Srila Prabhupada is with us here today at
this gathering in his honour. | have no worth that | can see, yet Srila Prabhupada
keeps me in his service. You are exalted souls and have so much more to
offer His Divine Grace than | ever will. Take his mercy, please. Let us, all
together now, cry out from every last recess of our hearts:
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SRILA PRABHUPADA KI JAYA! SRILA PRABHUPADA 1996 CENTENNIAL
VYASA-PUJA CELEBRATION KI JAYA! SRILA PRABHUPADA OUR ONLY
HOPE Kl JAYA! Now let us all resolve to be united in his mission eternally.

All glories to Your Divine Grace in this Centennial Year of your merciful ap-
pearance in this material world!

Your eternal servant,
Suhotra Swamrt XU
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Prayer to the lotus feet of Srila Gurudeva

Sri-guru-caran-kamal bhaja man
guru-krpa vina nahi koi sadhana-bal
bhaja mana bhaja anuksan

milala nahi aisa durlabha janama
bhramata hi caudaha bhuvan

kist ko milate hei aho bhagya se
hari-bhakton ke darsan

krsna-krpa ki ananda-marti
dinana karund-nidhan
Jjrana-bhakti-prema tina prakdsata
Sri-guru patita-pavana
Sruti-smpti aura purana mahi
kinho spasta pramana

lana-mana-jivana guru-pade arpana
sada sri-harinama raian

O mind, just worship the lotus feet of St Guru. Without the mercy
of the guru there is no power to execute the regulative practices
of bhakti. Therefore, O mind, just worship him at every moment.
Wandering throughout the fourteen words the rare opportunity
of a human birth is not easily obtained and out of so many human
beings only a few, due to good fortune, get the opportunity of
meeting the devotees of Sri Hari. Sti Gurudeva is the personifica-
tion of the bliss of Krsna’s mercy. He is the storehouse of compas-
sion for the poor and suffering souls. He reveals divine knowl-
edge, pure devotion and ecstatic love of God and he is the sav-
iour of fallen souls. Evidence of this is clearly evident in the Vedas,
Smrtis and Puranas. Offer your body mind and very life at the feet
of Sri Guru and always chant the divine name of $ri Hari.
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Dear Guru Maharaja, dear spiritual father,

Please accept my most humble obeisances into the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada — the heart of ISKCON. All glories to
Gauranga and Nityananda. All glories to your service to Srila Prabhupada.

Remembering of you is Krsna

I've heard of many devotees passed away.
My question was: did they return to Krsna?
Can | return to Krsna?
| dreamed. It's the night reality.
| stood on railway.

Nobody put me there.

Just due to debt ...

I've seen the train that took the life
Of very dear friend — my neighbouring rail.
I've seen that terrifying speed ... Then
Only parts of socks and fingers took the space ...
My train is coming and I'm ready to accept
The fate without rebellion,
Experiencing the death in a slow way
For endless time before the smash ...
But in between the heart and the pain
The idea clarified:

— Don’t make this kind of “SATI cause,
Of the dear body.

Take guru’s words.

Take Krsnal
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Try to be faster than the train ...

Can | return to Krsna?
Radha is dearest to Krsna — that's why
| desired to be like Radha.
| realised | have no qualities to be.
| desired to be at least
Very confidential girlfriend of Radha
| realised | have no qualities to be.
| desired to be at least very confidential
Servant of girlfriends of Radha.
| realised | have no qualities to be.
| desired to be servant of the servant
Of girlfriends of Radha.
| realised | have no qualities to be.
| desired to be at least servant of the servant
Of endlessly counted servants of the servant of
Girlfriends of Radha.
| realised | have no qualities to be.
| realised | have no qualities to be
Your servant.

Your servant serves to ali above.
Your servant serves to Radha-Krsna.
My nothingness:

— | have no qualities to be.

Can | return to Krsna?
| don't need an answer, because
I like to be with “The Biggest Sacrifice,”
With person took the nights
To look for Krsna,
Who doesn'’t sleep and doesn’t eat
Just thinks of Krsna,

Whose chanting trembles the earth in ecstasy,
Who can disguise himself as a “karmr”
Beyond the mundane world,
Whom | don’t know — who is he,
Whose dear servant of bali bali,
But making me to be
Faster than the train ...

My nothingness, your eternal servant,
Abhaya-mudra devi dasi
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhi-tale
srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. (May | be able to
really understand the meaning of these words one day.)
All glories to your appearance day. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

As every year | am making so many attempts to express, if not love anil
devotion, then at least some realisation or an emotion towards you. And ong
year later it is again clear:

samsara-davanala-lidha-loka-tranaya karunya-ghanaghanatvam

You are continuing to be the benediction cloud that is pouring its mercy, and |
am continuing to be the one who is keeping an umbrella against it. Because of
this foolishness | do not know your full glory.

| was going down to hell ... but you took compassion upon me and
saved me... | request that you be pleased by your own mercy, since |
cannot satisfy you by my words. (Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.7.15)

Even if in this moment | could be able to describe your glory, your transcens
dental qualities are expanding at every moment more and more and this does
not end. That is why to fully describe your glory is still impossible: The next
moment it is increasing.

It's not new that you are an extraordinary personality. Everyone, even igno-
rant like me, who is listening to your perfect lectures, your incomparable and
ecstatic chanting, your powerful preaching, who is a witness of all the incon-
ceivable activities of yours, or is simply hearing about them can understand:
“No one can defeat you” No one can defeat Srila Prabhupada, and because
you are his real follower, no one can defeat you. In Bhagavad-gita Srila
Prabhupada writes “Humility is also one of the qualifications of a transcen-
dentally situated person.” Now | have read the letter that you wrote to all disci-
ples after yourVyasa-puja in 1993. Your words touched my heart. That letter is
an example of your humility. Continuously my mind is returning to that, forcing
me to think deeper where you are in my life. At this time, O Krsna, | can only
cry. It is so painful to realise that | am so far away from you. Actually you, Guru
Maharaja, are always here, but because of my perverted vision | see some
distance: My body, my mind that is wandering between the walls of my mate-
rial desires. Yet, | am so fortunate that you still take care of me despite the
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urfortunate state of my heart and although | do not care of anything but sense
gratification.

| ain remembering your last visit in Prague. | was supposed to serve you
peraonally and | felt very unqualified. | realised that when somebody is in
Iiigna consciousness, like you, for him the impossible becomes possible and
when somebody is not in Krsna consciousness, like me, for him the possible
Be#oomes impossible. At that time you were writing a book. You almost did not
gleep or eat. When everybody was sleeping in the night you could continue to
work, now peacefully. | think if we did not knock at the door you would not
hiave asked for anything. | used to see you only when you entered the temple
room vigorously to give lecture or to lead a kirtana about which everybody
wis becoming crazy. After that you ran upstairs returning to your room and
gontinuing your service. When | was coming upstairs to bring you prasadam,
through the open door | could see you chanting or sitting nearby the computer
urrounded by books. When you were giving back your plates after prasadam
usually my joy was short — only a few hours later when | was cleaning your
room | used to find the prasadam hidden in special cans. Then, after some
time | could see some brahmacaris with a big smile and with the same cans
full of maha-prasadam. | was thinking “O, Guru Maharaja, why don't you eat
and don't you sleep? Something bad can happen to you!” Later | understood
that you are completely self-satisfied. You do not depend on that what | am
doing for you. You accept this only for my benefit and purification. You are our
iolerant father and we are like your infant children. Sometimes the child is
Irying to walk alone but due to its weakness after a few steps he falis down.
3ut the father is picking him up and the child is feeling again the strong hand
of his father. However, there are two differences between the ordinary father
and the spiritual master, our spiritual father — sometimes the father forgets his
child, but you never forget us. Actually it's not a question of whether you are
giving your mercy or not. The question is about the way you give it. The sec-
ond difference is that when the child feels stronger he does not miss the asso-
ciation of the father, but for us your association is always needful and eternal.
Now | am moved to say: “Dear Guru Maharaja, | need your association.”

In Srimad-Bhagavatam Dhruva Maharaja prays to the Lord

O Lord who have a lotus navel, if a person happens to associate with
a devotee whose heart always hankers after Your lotus feet, seeking
always their fragrance, he is never attached to the material body or, in
a bodily relationship, to offspring, friends, home, wealth and wife, which
are very, very dear to materialistic persons. Indeed, he does not care
for them. (Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.9.12)
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In the purport Srila Prabhupada writes

Because a devotee knows that he is not the body, he is never affected
by bodily happiness or distress. He is not interested in bodily
relationships ... This is the special advantage of being a devotee. This
status of life is possible only when a person is interested in associating
with a pure devotee, who always enjoys the fragrance of the lotus feet
of the Lord. '

You, Gurudeva, are such a pure devotee. Though naturally the question is
arising: “Why am | affected by bodily happiness and distress, and why Var‘n |
interested in bodily relationships?” — Because | am not choosing your lotus
feet as my only shelter. :

sampade-vipade, jivane-marane
daya mama gela, tuya o-pada varane

In good fortune or in bad, in life or at death, all my difficulties have
disappeared by choosing those feet of yours as my only shelter.

Sometimes | am like a feverish person and | rave “O, there is no hope for me!”
However, it is only because of forgetfulness that you are the hope that | can
grasp. In this letter of 1993 you write:

Please similarly execute your duties with such resolve (with a renewed
sense of enthusiasm, conviction, dedication, gravity and strength). Then
the fruit of love of God, which is meant to be nurtured by this relationship
we share, will surely be nurtured to maturity.

There is my hope — my service to you. Actually this relationship to you is
based on service. | am praying to desire, to desire, to desire to be a serious
and sincere servant of your, Srila Prabhupada’s and $ri Caitanya’s sankirtana
mission. Let me '

merge in the nectarean river of Your transcendental pastimes, and they
desire never to leave such transcendental bliss ... Like an elephant
that has suffered in a forest fire but can forget all its troubles by entering
a river. (Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.7.35)

Your insignificant servant,
Adhika-daya devi dasi
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

My dearest spiritual father!

Please accept my fallen obeisances to you.
All glories to your wonderful appearance day.

Just as Sri Narasimhadeva suddenly appeared from the pillar to kil the ras-
cal-demon Hiranyakasipu, you appeared in my rascal-like life to save me from
this material forest fire. Or in better sense to uproot my entanglement with this
material world.

Just that you come to Berlin for the purpose of giving your purifying associa-
tion to one fallen soul — then | know what great spiritual master | have. Your
last winter-visit in Berlin was one of my best experiences in my whole life and
| had the chance to have very close association with you.

| will never forget when you ordered me to drive you after a “midnight” lecture
from our small temple, to the darkest region in Berlin city, the sensegrati-loka
“Kudamm?”. Then you just picked up the harmonium from the back and started
to sing with the most far-out melody of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra. My heart
started to make nervous sounds, and my mind rebelliously asked “what is
coming now?”

Everyone who passed by started to stare inside with an open mouth to see a
pure devotee at midnight in a driving car, singing happily “Hare Krsna!”. Some
of them started to smile and waved, and some were shocked.

| remembered when | had been walking down this street in the past, full of
stupid desires and hankering for sense pleasure. Immediately | felt the mercy
you gave to me that | now could sit next to you, with a little knowledge about
real happiness — Krsna consciousness.

This little incident made the whole area into a spiritual world, and | was sitting
with you in a flower aeroplane.

| just can say thanks, thanks, thanks that | can be your disciple. Although | am
still wet (from all my hard-core life), | want to become dry now.

gurudeval

krpa-bindu diya, koro’ ei dase
trnapekha ati hina
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sakala-sahane, bolo diya koro’
nija-mane sprhahina

Every one of your disciples should be proud of you, and therefore | just can
say on this special day:

JAYA SUHOTRA MAHARAJA!
JAYA SUHOTRA MAHARAJA!
JAYA SUHOTRA MAHARAJA!

Your micro-servant,
Amaraprabhu dasa




10

PRABHUPADA Sri Vyasa-puja 1996
SR

My dear Guru Maharaja,
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

On the occasion of your appearance day | would like to write a few lines in
the glorification of your personality, the representative of Srila Vyasadeva.

As stated in the pranama-mantra, you are very dear to 817 Krsna, having
taken shelter at His lotus feet. One can do this through His bona fide repre-
sentative, Srila Prabhupada, by strictly following his instructions in all circum-
stances. You are never tired in this attempt as we all can see from your enthu-
siastically working hard till night. You are not wasting even one second of your
valuable time and inspiring such a great congregation of devotees and friends
of Krsna to boldly spread Sri Caitanya’s sankirtana mission as you personally
do.You are so much empowered to do this wonderful task just because of this:
strictly following in the footsteps of the great devotees of the Lord. | want to
help and assist you in the mission of your spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada,
with my body, words and mind so that you become pleased.

yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto ‘pi
dhyayam stuvarns tasya yasas tri-sandhyarn vande guroh $ri-
caranaravindam

Your insignificant servant,
Amartyanadi dasa

nama om visnu-padaya krspa-presthaya bhu-tale
§rimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-harnsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances, even though | am not very humble.
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Frankly speaking, | find it very difficult to write you, because | have no clear
understanding of things. Therefore, | ask you to give me a little intelligence,
so that | will be able to write something. Personally, | even do not have a
desire to write you (such a rascal | am), but by the mercy of all other devo-
tees | decided to strain myself a little. | very clearly understand that | am not
worthy to be your disciple, and only by your causeless mercy you have given
me initiation. Such is the nature of the vaisnavas — to preach and give that
transcendental knowledge to all, even to the greatest rascals.

It's very good if one glorifies his spiritual master, therefore | will also try it.

I think that the greatness of the guru shows in his ability to present, preach
and impart that knowledge of Krsna. When | listen to your lectures | become
more and more convinced that you not only master perfectly that knowledge,
but can also impart it and present it in a very wonderful and suitable way.
There is so much to learn from you. Actually, your knowledge is unlimited. The
only thing | can do is to listen attentively to your exquisite presentation of the
philosophy and the wonderful stories, and to try to remember them as far as
possible.

| feel ashamed and unworthy to write a letter to such an exalted personality
like you. Your divine qualities and purity are always expanding to your disci-
ples. From you they get the power and faith to execute their service to Krsna.
Your presence and clear vision are enough to dissipate all doubts and morose
thoughts in me. | do not exaggerate anything. It's exactly like that.

| declare it boldly, that | am proud to have such a nice spiritual master like you,
who mercifully is preaching the mission of $r Gauranga and Srila Prabhupada
to the fallen souls. No one can estimate your knowledge, mercy, qualities and
abilities, because they are directly manifested by Krsna, who, as we all know,
is the inexhaustible Lord.

As far as | am concerned, | am not able to satisfy you. Despite that | beg you
to manifest your causeless mercy and give that beautiful sixteen years young
adolescent with the flute in his hands to me also.

) Your servant,
Ananda-vidya dasa

11
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Dear Guru Maharaja!
| offer my respectful obeisances to you.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhi-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

You, the pure devotee of the Lord, have appeared here in the material world to
bless us conditioned souls, to liberate the living beings who touch the dust of
your lotus feet.

| offer my respectful obeisances unto you.

You are like touchstone, which is able to change the most unworthy things into
the most valuable treasures. Your whole being is imbued with pure love of
God. When you touch somebody with this Krsna-prema all the contamination
will be removed from his heart, and the most precious treasure will be mani-
fested — love of God.

“So now | am offering my respectful obeisances to you.
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The heart of the people is touched by the ecstasy of your bhajanas and
kirtanas, and all the impurities are burnt by them. When their hearts have
been cleansed by this glaring fire, then love of God appears with wonderful
brilliance.

So | offer my respectful obeisances to you.

Even the most insignificant service we offer to your lotus feet is like offering
ghee into the fire during a fire offering. By offering his obeisances or services
to you one pours ghee in the fire burning up his material contamination.

So | offer my obeisances to you again and again.

You have touched my heart as well. Still, the endless impurities that this heart
is filled with can be burnt up only by an extremely powerful fire. Fortunately
this fire is increasing more and more every time | offer my obeisances to you.
So at last by your mercy all contamination will be completely removed, and
love of God will be able to flourish.

Eternally desiring that the effect of this fire is manifested in my heart, | offer
my respectful obeisances to you thousands and millions of times.

Endlessly | offer my respectful obeisances to you!

Your falien servant,
Antardhi dasa

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhi-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja,
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

Before starting to write this homage | was thinking that this year | have to
write something special, because this is a special year for every devotee and
especially for you. While recollecting different events, trying to find the most
special one to write about, | realised that this what has always been simulta-
neously astonishing and so attractive for me is your extraordinary kirtanas.

13
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You are performing these nice “stay-high-forever-kirtanas” as celebration of
the Centennial of Srila Prabhupada, therefore | would like to write about this.
| am always so happy when | can see you in front of me on the vyasasana
and you are singing for the pleasure of ST Krsna. The word “singing” actually
is not the exact word to express adequately what you are doing during the
kirtanas. This is something beyond words. One can understand it only when
one is personally present.

This particular kirtana in November 1994, when you came to Sofia before
your Vyasa-puja, is the best example for this. In the beginning | was worrying
about what somebody who is coming to the temple for the first time might
think, because this was on Sunday feast program. However, | soon forgot
completely that there were people around me, | forgot where | was and then
the only thing existing for me was the Hare Krsna mantra.

The kirtanas you performed last time you were in Sofia | call “kirtana-les-
sons,” because they are so instructive for me. | suppose you had some kind of
flu, your voice was hoarse and | am sure that it was painful for your throat to
sing. Still you sang with the power of a thunderbolt. Later on you said (I hope
| remember it correctly): “| simply cannot sing quietly for a long time.” Even
when the electricity went off and | was thinking: “O, why exactly now this
happened! Now maybe the kirtana will stop.” But you did not stop! In this
dense darkness you continued to play harmonium and to sing as if nothing
had happened. This was inconceivable for me. | also heard about the unusual
kirtana on this small island in the lake at New Radha-kunda on Radhastami
last year, when you pushed the mrdanga-player into the water. Not only there,
but at any place you are performing such wonderful kirtanas. When | am lis-
tening to them or hearing descriptions about them | start to wonder who you
actually are, whom | have accepted as my beloved spiritual master. For only a
very powerful personality can glorify Sri Krsna in such a way. As it is stated in
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-ITa:

krsna-sakti vina nahe tara pravartana

Unless empowered by Krsna, one cannot propagate the sankirtana
movement. (Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-iila 7.11)

This is what Narada Muni is doing as well as, of course, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, who set the example of a perfect devotee. He mainly performed
such extraordinary kirtanas with His associates. Likewise Srila Prabhupada
attracted many young followers by kirtanas. When | came to Finland recently
one Mataj told me: “Your Guru Maharaja is famous for his loud chanting”
Another devotee who also is not your disciple said that he liked very much













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































