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nama om visnu-ﬁﬁdﬁya kfsna-presthﬁya,. bhﬁ»tale_

srimate suhotm-svﬁmin iti namine

‘I offer my respectful obeiSan.c-es unto His
Divine Grace Srila Suhotra Swami, whois
very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken
shelter at His lotus feet.” *

namas te guru-harsaya, kali-prabhdva-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai
T offer my respectful obeisances unto you
who are the siritha-guru and the one who
takes away the influence of Kali-yuga by
delivering wonderful lectures on the :
scientific teachings of Srila Prabhupada.’
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HOMAGE TO SRILA PRABHUPADA

nama ori1 visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
- Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracirine
nirvisesa-Sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances in the shade of your divine
_ lotus feet. :

My heart is parched and dry, devoid of genuine devotional sentiments.
Still T shall try to serve Your Divine Grace on this auspicious day of your ap-
pearance by offering this small poem.

Srila Prabhupada’s Garden of Pure Forms

Socrates, it is said, thought of the Spiritual Power

As the source of all forms, even the common garden flower,
Which in this world is false, but in that world a fact—

But he didn't say how we’d get our spiritual forms back.

In the Priti-sandarbha, Gosvami Jiva informs,
Krsna's effulgence is full of unlimited forms,
Each one very beautiful, the Lord does bestow
Upon souls He releases from maya'’s false show.

‘Srila Prabhupada, your mercy, so amazing to me,

Through your pure teachings, these spiritual forms we can see.
Implanting our souls in your garden of service,

You cultivate pure forms, which Lord Krsna will harvest.

Your garden is ISKCON, and for ten thousand years
Countless souls will bloom there, free of lust, anger, fear,
To be offered to Krsna, their pure love He'll enjoy,
Maiijaris (means ‘blossoms’) for the Divine Cowherd Boy.
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Let’s assist $rila Prabhupada in his garden of bhakti,
There’s so many soul-seeds, and Kali-yuga’s so rocky.
Help me take out these stones, Prabhu sow those seeds over here,
Pour the Prabhupada-vﬁm" nectar right into their ears. :

O Prabhupada, please help me, I'm feeling so weak,

This work is so hard, I'm in need of a break!

‘In spiritual things there’s no exhaustion,” Prabhupada said,
If I think this work’s material, I've got rocks in my head.

Yes, while I tend Prabhupada s garden, | have to be sure,
That I tend my own heart, lest I again become impure.
Weeds and rocks all around me, within and without,

If I stumble, Srila Prabhupada, please biess me with a shout!

While toiling honestly, day in and day out,

Serving in Prabhupada’s garden, we must without doubt
Always chant Hare Krsna in great ecstasy.

We'll all g0 back to Godhead, Prabhu, just wait and see’

And there in Goloka, Prabhupada leading his group,
Of ISKCON devotees in their original svartipa,

The form of all forms will bless all with His view,
Syamasundara SrT Krsna, of most beautiful dark hue.

g Suhotra § wa'm'_i



 APPRECIATION FROM
HIS GRACE BHURIJANA DASA

Dear Suhotra Swami Maharaja, :

On the auspicious occasion of your blrthday I wish to offer my humbie
obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada whom you serve
with your full heart. A

Our first meetings in Vrindaban brought me to another realm Df con-
- sciousness. At that time I understood your brain power as inestimably huge.
Yet ‘you are always humble, and allow me the privilege of your priendship as
we joke and joke and joke in letters and pace fo pace. I've also observed you

acting in your capacity of G.B.C. and initiating spiritual master. You, as- -
‘Prabhupada’s tireless servant, award shelter throughout the world, except the
~ United States.

Feeling your separatlon on this holy day and w1sh1ng I was just now ess
your association, I pray that you will take compassion upon us by allowing us
a few grains from the dust of your feet. We also request you to wholeheartedly
' pray to Srila Prabhupada on our behalf.

All glories to Suhotra Swami! All glories to Suhotra Swami! All glories to
Suhotra Swami! May you and I forever serve together in Vrindaban!

Your servant, -

Bhiirijana dasa
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THE MEANING OF VYASA-PUJA

On Vyasa-puja‘day, the spiritual master mercifully appears in this world
to deliver the conditioned souls from the chains of illusion. Material life
means anxiety and suffering covered with flickering, false happiness.
One who understands this can understand also the meaning of Vyasa-puja.

It is possible that someone knows and understands his miserable condi-
tion in this world but is too attached to false happiness or doesn’t know what
to do. The knot of our material attachments in the heart could be cut off only
by the sword of transcendental knowledge. One who understands that only
through the mercy of a bona fide spiritual master one can receive that knowl-
edge, he can understand the meaning of Vyasa-piija.

After many attempts to find satisfaction and peace in the material world,
one may come to meet a bona fide spiritual master to whom he can render
service. One who understands that the lotus feet of the spiritual master are his
only shelter, can also understand the meaning of Vyasa-puja.

Someone may have realised this in following some spiritual path. Only
one who understands that without an experienced leader he can not reach the
end of the path, can understand the meaning of Vyasa-puja.

A person who has engaged himself in following the spiritual path very
soon finds out that this is not easy. There are many obstacles and traps on that
way. One who understands that the spiritual master is the source of all needed
spiritual strength to reach the end of that way, can understand the meaning of
Vyasa-puja.

One may attempt to understand and see the spmtual world and Krsna
but they are transcendental and are beyond the abilities of our senses and mind.
One who understands that only through transparent mediation of the spiritual-
master can one understand and see Krsna, he can also understand the mean-
ing of Vyasa-pija.

The spiritual master is an ocean of transcendental qualities for he is a
pure devotee of Krsna. On Vyasa-piija day his disciples should glorify the quali-
ties of their spiritual master. On the appearance day of the spiritual master, it
is important to remember the instructions he has given. On that day they can
satisfy him easily and attain his mercy. Thus Vyasa-pija day becomes most
auspicious for them. By the spiritual master’s blessing they can understand
how to serve him properly and receive the spiritual strength needed to follow
his instructions. By this, all their desires are fulfilled and they become happy.

These are some gleams of the glories of Vyasa-ptja.

All glories to Sri Vyasa- pu]a' All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Suhotra
Swami Maharaja!

Trying to become his useful servant,

Bhara-dhari dasa



AUSTRALIA

nama on visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
§rimate suhotra-svamin iti ndgmine
namas te guru-hawmsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
- prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja,
' Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.

All glories to you on this day of your Vyasa-pija. All glories to you and
all glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.

Recently, while listening to Bhakti Vidya Purna Maharaja’s evening class,
I noted, for a split second, a similarity of your mood in Maharaja. It was amaz-
ing and it took me by surprise as [ have never experienced this before. Never-
theless, I couldn’t help feeling blissed-out after class. This may sound unreal
but I took this as your way of reciprocating with my lamentation, for only a
few days earlier, I was feeling despondent and in need of spiritual uphftment
and guidance from you. .

Guru Maharaja, you are tolerance personified. You lack no humility nor
compassion. You are always giving and always caring, just like a doting father.
This reminds me of the time when I was in Auckland a few years ago. I was
feeling quite ill (as well as mental!) and you personally arranged for me to stay
with your servant’s family at that time, and not just that, you personally came
out of the temple room to inform me of this arrangement. I was in so much
ecstasy for all the fuss. Guru Maharaja, you certainly know how to make me
feel wanted and special, despite my shortcomings.

How can [ ever thank you properly? Words of glorification coming from
this lowly self are meaningless, just like the frog in the well who tries to de-
scribe the greatness of the vast ocean with his minute intelligence.

Guru Maharaja, [ do not deserve your kindness and attention but I can-
not help wanting more of both. This is your special mercy—your shakti—giv-
ing Krsna, laced in sugar and honey, to conditioned souls in little doses until
they cannot help but want more.

[ have no hope without you Guru Maharaja, this lifetime or the next. You
are my only shelter, my only chance to go back home, back to Godhead. So
please, 1 beg you, have lots of patience with me. I know I lack service attitude
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in my devotional service but nevertheless, deep down I have a strong desire to -
come up to pure bhakti one day soon and serve you with body, mind and
words, just like you are doing now for Srila Prabhupada.

Your unworthy servant and disciple,

Dayi Dharma devi dasi

———— ¢ EEEE——

nama orit visnu-padaya k:r‘sgta‘n-pres_th&y'a bhﬁﬁ_fa{e
§rimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

~ namas fe guru-harsaya, knli-_pi‘abhﬁira—hﬁrine

prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

ear Guru Mahara)a,

Please accept my humble obelsances at your lotus feet.

All glories unto you on this auspicious day. : '

Once again we are celebrating your auspicious appearance on thxs planet,
and again I am feeling that my words cannot express or describe your tran-
scendental qualities and activities. Krsna has shown us His mercy by sending
you, a pure devotee from the spmtual world Time has already revealed you
as an empowered soul and not enough words can be spoken to pra1se L
glories.

Each disciple who smcerely serves you feels connected to your strength
and determination to serve Krsna. Although I have no qualification to serve
you, [ pray that someday I will fully understand that I can only please Krsna
by pleasing you, His pure devotee. Actually T am an irresponsible and un-
grateful disciple who fails to appreciate your mercy and I can never repay the
debt I owe you for savmg me from this hellish material existence.

On this auspicious day, I beg that you forglve my numerous offences and
hope that you are somehow pleased with my inadequate attempts to glorify
Jou _ : S ‘ :

Your fallen servant,

Vijaya devt dast

. %
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\ear Guru Mahara}a

- Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

All glories to you on this most auspicious day. :

I'am feeling so unqualified to be able to glorify you properly. Iam like a
mere insect looking up at you, unable to conceive fully of your greatness.

This Gaura-purnima I received the benediction to see and hear you speak
in the Holy Dhama. You were there, all the devotees were there, it was a visit to
the spiritual world! You gave the most brilliant classes so ‘intensely philo-
sophical” yet so wonderfully presented.

$astra-yuktye sunipuna, drdha-$raddhd yanya
‘uttama-adhikarl’ sei tdraye sarsara

“One who is expert in logic, argument and the revealed scriptures and who has

firm faith in Krsna is classified as a topmost devotee. He can deliver the whoie

world.” (C.c.Madhya 22.65) i

That I am the disciple of such a spiritual master is inconceivable_'to me. That
you have accepted me as your disciple is your causeless mercy on me. You are
the embodiment of the nectar of Krsna consciousness! Wherever you are, that
place is transformed into Vaikuntha.
. [ pray that in the future I can be a better disciple and be of some use to
you. I am like the man down the well who has been thrown the rope but is still
calling, ‘Help! Help! Help me to grab the rope. Please do not give up on me,
please keep that rope there always. Without your mercy there is no use to
my life.’ -
yada parananda-guro bhavat-pade
padari mano me bhagaval labheta
- tada nirastakhila-sadhana-sramah
_ srayeya saukhyarih bhavatah krpatah
‘0 transcendéntally blissful guru, when my mind finally achieves a place at’ your
lotus feet, all the tiresome labour of my spiritual practices will be finished, and
by your mercy [ will experience the greatest happmess (Sridhara Swami) -

Your servant,

Kanya Kumari devt dast

e
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
§rimate suhotra-svamin iti ndmine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine

prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

ear Guru Maharaja, _ '

Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

All glories unto you, All glories unto you, All glories unto you. _

Last year I expressed to you that writing an offering for your glorifica- -
tion was the hardest thing I ever had to do. You are so magnanimous and
merciful, that such things cannot be sufficiently expressed in words. This year
that was not the case. Now I realise that the hardest thing I ever had to do was
compile this Vyasa-piija book. Even though imperfectly compiled, please accept
this service as an offering of devotion to you on this most auspicious day.

For many months I have had the unique opportunity to be able to associ-
ate with you, through your disciples” words of glorification and through the
disciples themselves, who are but expansions of your mercy. You have em-

. powered them to become expert preachers and servants, whose only mission
is to serve your lotus feet. They must surely be exalted souls, to be able to
serve such an exalted and special personality as yourself. A bona fide spiritual
master is one who teaches by example. You do this perfectly and as such, by
your divine mercy, your disciples have also imbibed this mood.

I was speaking to Mother Jagattarini about how nice it was to get such an
opportunity from afar to render service in this way and she said that this is .
your mercy, as one cannot necessarily directly approach the spiritual master—
sometimes one has to serve his servants before becoming qualified to do so. By
doing this service for your Vyasa-piija, I have had much association with your
disciples and by doing so, I have become even more enlivened to try and serve
you as they do, without deviation and ulterior motives. I wish to always take
their association and serve them, which of course, is also service to you. As
Krsna is pleased by service to His devotees, may you also be pleased with
service rendered to your personal servants. I hope that I too, will one day gain
an opportunity to also become your personal servant and to help you in your
mission to spread Krsna consciousness throughout the world.

Your mood is to encourage devotees to ‘Distribute books, distribute books,
distribute books” just like that of your own spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada.
You are very encouraging to those devotees who surrender themselves to book
distribution sarkirtana, to those who are the frontline soldiers in this battle to
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save the fallen souls. Even though I am too selfish to go out there personally, [
wish for you to also accept my insignificant service ‘back at the fort".

It has now been nearly two years since I had the opportunity to personally
see you. I was unworthy of your personal association and as such all my efforts
towards this were thwarted. Contrite, I prayed to the deities. They answered
my prayer, for every day during the last several months I have been able to

‘see’ you through the eyes of your disciples. = £

I thank you for this opportunity. May I aiways remain your servant and
that of your disciples.

All glories to you on this wonderful day of your appearance. Happy
birthday dear Guru Maharaja!

Your unworthy servant,

Bhaktin Lisa
s o
' APPRECIATION

ear érila Suhotra Swami, -
On this auspicious occasion I desire to bow my head in the dust at your
lotus feet, and offer my most sincere and respectful obeisances.
By some extraordinary good fortune, a person gets the opportunity to
associate with a pure devotee, and after that can never be the same again!
Even though you generally remain far away from this tiny outpost on the planet, .

and thus there is not so much on-going exchange and communication, still the . -

effect of the connection you have given me earlier does not fade or become less
potent, and I consider it a gift of immeasurable value. So I want to take this
opportunity to express my deep gratitude for your extraordinary selfless serv- -
ice of travelling and preaching all over the world to lift so many persons like
myself out of the darkness of ignorance, and particularly for your wonderful
‘“danda’ conference that helps me to keep in touch from this distance.

One thing I particularly appreciate about your mood is that you always
make me realise that I am foolish and very insignificant, and this helps me to
curb my pride and false ego. Thus you are always a true friend and mentor. I
pray that one day [ will be able to offer you some service.

Your lowly servant,

Suci Rani det dasi
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APPRECIATION

ear Suhotra Swami,

Please accept my most humble obeisances.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you on this day of your
appearance.

Maharaja, I never knew what an effect you would have on my spmtual
life the first time I saw you. I can remember arriving at mangala-arati and the
temple president saying that a Maharaja had arrived the day before. You had
tried to call the temple from the airport but no-one answered and thus there
was no-one to pick you up. So you called an old friend of yours, Yadavendra
prabhu. You stayed with him in his ‘bachelor pad’ and casually took in the
sights of Perth, with your ‘old friend’.

As mangala-arati kirtana started up, I recall seeing your danda coming up
the stairs and then slowly you began to appear. We were all feeling quite bad
that we had not greeted you properly and that you were left to make your own
arrangements. Now being aware of your most exalted position, how could we
have put you through such an inconvenience. I hope you will pardon us for
that slip-up, sorry! i

Your classes were, and continue to be, on such a high phxlosophmai un—
derstanding of Krsna consciousness. I cannot even fathom the height of your
intellect. You are truly a great pandit of this time.

Throughout the past few years, you have helped me greatly with your
impartial view and kind words of encouragement. I know only too well that I
am not worthy of this mE, but you so kindly give generously. Thank you
very much.

Maharaja, you are always uphftmg your disciples and brmgmg them to
higher levels of Krsna consciousness. So perfectly are you situated that merely
by meditation on your pastimes, one becomes enlivened and strengthened with
dedication to this mission of $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

So Maharaja, [ do not have much to offer you in return for your kindness.
But please always consider me your servant in whatever way | may be helpful
to you in your mission.

All glories to you on this most glorious day Happy blrthday Mahara]a
and have a great party! :

Your aspiring servant

Visnupriya devt dast
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ear Guru Maharaja,
Please accept my respectful obeisances.
nama orit visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine
namas ‘te guru-harsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Your appearance day creates a good opportunity for expressing my thoughts
and thanks. T would like to thank you, Guru Maharaja, you were able to engage
my crazy mind in spiritual service, in activities which take me away from
thinking about so much materialistic nonsense. Giving me so many different
engagements and the association of devotees, Srila Prabhupada’s books, chant-
ing and practical service. You have given me everything necessary to make
progress in spiritual life. Now it depends on me how much I will want to
utilise it.

I do not understand what love of God means but I would want you, '_
Guru Maharaja, to know I desire to become a good devotee, a simple and :
straight-forward person, a person who is able to see humanity in others. I want
to understand what the highest value in life is. I want to achieve one real aim
which could be everything for me. I know my attitude like this could please you.

~ Thank you very much, you want to use me and please forgive me, I am
still not perfect, such as you would require. But good, better, best-never rest
till good be better and better best, best, best. i
Your servant,

Nirafankara dasa _

- nama ot visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
§rimate suhotra-svamin iti namine
namas te guru-harisaya, kali-prabhdva-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

My Dear Guru Maharaja,
Please accept my humble obe1sances at your divine lotus feet on the most

auspmmus event of your Vyasa-piija .
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All glories to the most merciful Srila Suhotra Swami and all glorles to the
saviour of the world, Srila Prabhupada.

When I observe the people in the material socnety, how they overly en-
gage themselves in their so-called necessary duties for sense enjoyment. Then
I realise how helplessly conditioned they are, and that they will remain so
without the causeless mercy of a pure Vaisnava like you. Then I also remember
myself in a similar situation, totally blind of my real 1dent1ty and meaning of
human form of life.

By your mercy, one can be engaged in so many ways, in this preachmg
movement, and be free from all the bad qualities which contaminate the soul.

I am eternally indebted to you, for showing the right path, which is to go
home back to Godhead. Therefore my main concern will be to purify myself,
develop devotion so that I can serve you better. -

Your eternal servant,

Svayam Prakash dasa

——-—_l_—-;-—

BUT A DROP OF YOUR MERCY
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthiaya bhii-tale
srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine
namas te guru-harmsaya, kali-prabhiva-hirine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja, : :
On this auspicious day of your appearance please accept my humble
obeisances at your lotus feet which are the propnetors of devotlonal service.
Bhaktivinoda Thakura writes .
‘Gurudeva! BY A DROP OF YOUR MERCY MAKE THIS SERVANT OF YOURS
- MORE HUMBLE THAN A BLADE OF GRASS.
How is it possible to properly honour you Guru Maharaja unless one possesses
this quality of humility? By your merciful intercession however, we can find
the strength to bear all trials and troubles, and become free from all desires for
personal honour. By your merciful glance we can find the strength to honour
all living beings properly.

‘Only then (Bhaktivinoda wntes) will smg the: holy name in great ecstasy and
will all my offences cease.’
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Bhaktivinoda then asks when will he be blessed by obtammg this mercy.
Perhaps the answer to this question is when he next says; ‘[ am low and fallen,
and devoid of all strength and intelligence.’

In this position Bhaktivinoda then says:

‘PLEASE MAKE ME YOUR'BELOVED SERVANT
By self examination he then concludes by saying ‘1 find nothing of value.’

"YOUR MERCY IS THEREFORE ESSENTIAL TO ME.

‘If you are not merciful, T will constantly weep, and I will not maintain my life

any longer
While it is difficult to actually feel oneself low and fallen, constantly weeping,
and unable to maintain one’s life for want of your mercy Guru Maharaja, still
[ pray that one day I will have some appreciation for these words of
Bhaktivinoda and that you will one day make me your ‘BELOVED SERVANT’

Until then I remain your beleaguered servant.

Mcuf/iu_ Pandita dasa

——mm ©  EEEES———

Dear Guru Maharaja,
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate suhotra-svamin iti namine
_-namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-$iksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories unto you!

I know that due to my conditioning, I am not qualified to offer you any-
thing valuable, but T wanted to thank you for controlling my mind. When 1
hear you, all speculation stops and I get free from all material desires.

Your guiding and instructing words just smash/conquer my mind, so I
am forced to give up every form of sense gratification. In this way you give me
the strength and determination to fight the battle with maya.

By giving us the real knowledge and revealing the Absolute Truth, I can :
realise you are the only shelter for us fallen souls, who are suffering in matenal
conditions, life after life.

Any attraction for Krsna consciousness I might possess, is only by your
mercy. Please give me the intelligence to appreciate this mercy.:





















































































































































































































































































































































































































