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nama ot visnu-padaya krsna-prestaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

“ I offer my respectful obeisances unto his Divine Grace Srila Suhotra Swami,
who is very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.”

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto you who are the siritha-guru and the
one who takes away the influence of Kali-yuga by delivering wonderful lec-
tures on the scientific teachings of Srila Prabhupada.”

RS
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Introduction

Everything He Does Is Favorable For Devotional Service

Sometimes we see devotees whose idea of being serious in Krsna consciousness is nothing short of
grim. He or she may wear a face that looks as if life in Krsna consciousness means going through the day
sucking on a lemon. Such glum persons would benefit by associating with Suhotra Swami, for he is just the
opposite. He is a living example of the line from the Ninth Chapter of the Bhagavad-gita where Krsna says
that this process is, among other things, joyfully performed.

Some years ago in Hawaii, Srila Prabhupada saw that one devotee had, for three days or so, a morose
face. Srila Prabhupada, who liked to see his devotees happy, asked him, “Why are you looking so mo-
rose?” '

“I am not morose, Srila Prabhupada,” the devotee said. “You preached in class the other day about
being grave, so I am just trying to be grave.”

Srila Prabhupada made a face. “This is not grave. Grave means you are thinking of Krsna always.”

What Srila Prabhupada meant is that outwardly a devotee may appear to be so many things—blissful,
sad, angry, even materially attached—but the most significant thing is that inwardly he is fixed in con-
sciousness of Krsna. That is what it means to be grave, to be sober in Krsna consciousness. I can think of no
god brother to whom this definition of gravity is more apt than to Suhotra Swami. I know of two promi-
nent sides to him—his extreme gravity when discussing topics about Krsna and his incomparable sense of
humor, best described as zany; but it never diminishes his gravity.

Suhotra Swami does not fit into any stereotype of what you may think a devotee is all about. The $astras
say a Vaigsnava may be vaidiki or laukiki: He may appear to act strictly according to Vedic standards, or he
may be a non-conformist. It does not matter, because harisevanukuliva, everything he does is favorable for
serving Lord Hari. This is significant. It is important for aspiring devotees to see examples of both the
laukiki and the vaidiki. Such experience broadens the mind, for it is indeed difficult to free ourselves from
our materially conditioned ideas. It is even difficult, despite the many statements in the astras cautioning
us against seeing a Vaisnava as an ordinary person, to free ourselves from our conditioned conception of
saintly life. :

A brief association with Suhotra Swami will open one’s mind in this regard. It will force us to look
beyond the external aspect and cause us to look deeper when it comes to appreciating the transcendental
qualities of a Vaisnava. In this way, one develops his transcendental vision. Suhotra Swami’s disciples
must count themselves as very fortunate to come under the care of such a transcendental personage.

To be around Suhotra Swami means to experience the stress-free Vaikuntha atmopshere; which, al-
though relaxed, is focused on Krsna and His service. Whoever gets a chance to live in such an atmosphere
is fortunate, because it means they are associating with an extraordinary Vaisnava. Suhotra Swami is an
able guide in this regard because I have seen that he carries this atmosphere with him at all times. Hence all
souls who take shelter of him are fortunate indeed. By avoiding offenses at his lotus feet they are assured
all success in spiritual life.

This Vyasa-piija book gives the fortunate ones the opportunity to express their appreciation for him.
May they all gain in purity by such glorification and appreciation and may they never stray from his
shelter. Hare Krsna.

Om Tat Sat
Kundali dasa
Krsna-Balarama Mandir

Vrndavan,
24th. September, 1993
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The Meaning of Vyasa-puja

S11 Vyasa-piija is the appearance day of the spiritual master. This day is the opportunity to present
whatever progress and service we have made before the spiritual master and express our love and grate-
fulness to him, since his appearance has changed our lives completely.

By the mercy of both Krsna and the spiritual master one who is very fortunate receives the seed of the
creeper of devotional service. Krsna is situated in everyone’s heart and if one desires the Lord’s mercy,
the Lord immediately gives him an opportunity to meet a bonafide spiritual master. Such a person is
helped from within by Krsna and from without by the spiritual master. Both are prepared to help the
sincere living being to become free from this material bondage. The material word is a place of confine-
ment for the living entities who are by nature pleasure seeking. They actually want to be free from the
confinement of this material world, but not knowing the process of liberation, they are bound to transmi-
grate from one species of life to another and from one planet to another. When by good fortune one
comes in contact with a pure devotee and hears from him patiently, one begins to follow the path of
devotional service. The secret of advancement in spiritual life is to satisfy such a pure devotee because
he has the power to give everyone Krsna. Actually it is impossible to agpproach Krsna and receive His
mercy directly. One must approach Krsna through His dear servants. Srila Prabhupada gave this nice
example. It is impossible to please a very rich person, he has everything. One must give him something
very precious but even then he may not be impressed. So if a rich man is difficult to please - what to
speak of the Supreme Personality of Godhead? It is practically impossible to please Krsna. So it may be
very difficult to please a rich man but is very easy to please his little son - just by one gulabjamun you
can please him. And when the son becomes pleased then the father naturally becomes favorable to you.

The devotees are very dear to Krsna. And although it is very difficult to please Krsna it is very easy to
please His devotees. If we sincerely try to make spiritual advancement the devotees will bless us by
telling us about Krsna. Krsna very much apgxeciates our endeavor to satisfy the spiritual master. What-
ever we offer to our guru, Krsna accepts it. Srila Prabhupada explains in one letter: “It is something like
electricity, if one is in touch with the spiritual master, then in this way an offering is automatically trans-
ferred to Krsna. Just as the mercy of Krsna is coming down through the disciplic succession, so the ser-
vice of the devotee is offered up to Krsna through the disciplic succession.” The spiritual master is so

* merciful. He takes unimportant and useless persons and transforms them into useful and important. He
gives us a mission, and if we accept it as our mission in life we’ll be able to get out of material entangle-
ment. That is the only way to properly use this human form of life and make the best use of a bad bar-
gain. We should engage our body, mind and intelligence in the mission of the Lord and utilize them for
Krsna’s purpose. We can do this best by constantly remembering the instructions of the spiritual master
and trying to accomplish it. Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura says in his commentary on Bhagavad-
gita (Second Chapter, forty-first verse): “I desire only to follow the instructions of my spiritual master. I
accept nothing else as my life’s work, even in dreams. Whether I am happy or distressed, whether the
material world remains or is destroyed, I do not care. There is no loss for me. I simply must carry out the
orders of my spiritual master. Fixedness upon his orders is determined intelligence in devotional service,
and only by being fixed in his orders is such determined intelligence possible.”

The spiritual master is so eager to give us Krsna, but we must place ourselves in a proper position in
order to receive that mercy. This position is rendering pure devotional service eternally. Then he will be
pleased and the full moon of his mercy will rise in our hearts. We should always remember that we are
incapable of doing anything without this mercy. In one lecture Srila Prabhupada says: “That is the mean-
ing of this Vyasa-piija ceremony. We should always pray: yasya prasadad bhagavat- prasado: only by the
grace of the spiritual master can we achieve the grace or mercy of Krsna. This is the meaning of the
Vyasa-piija - offering obeisances by the parampara system.”
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On this most auspicious day of Vyasa-piija, we should take the opportunity to glorify our beloved
spiritual master His Divine Grace Srila Suhotra Swami and pray for his help. Let us never forget that we
are only his instruments. Let us allow him to flood our hearts with the nectar of krsna katha which he so
mercifully delivers to us in the form of wonderful lectures. Let us attentively hear them and purify our
hearts. Let us prove our love to him through steady service. Somehow or other, we have to never stop
serving our Guru Maharaja. He is our loving father and he will always accept us in spite of our disquali-
fications.

We have to show him that we are his. And this we can do by never giving up devotional service.

Mahendra dasa




&rila Prabhupada




nama ot visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhi-tale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who is
very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-suinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvati Gosvami. You are kindly
preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are filled with
impersonalism and voidism.

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Falling again and again like a stick at your lotus feet, I humbly beg another chance to render some
insignificant menial service to Your Divine Grace. I am low. I am ignorant. I am offense personified.
Gnashing my teeth and pounding my forehead in the dust sanctified by your holy footprints, I contem-
plate my inveterate sinfulness. All hopes of liberation fly away in the ten directions. My only hope is your
tender compassion for fallen souls such as me. In a lecture, you made the following remarks about this
wonderful quality of a pure devotee: :

That is the attitude of devotee ... “My dear Lord, You have kindly come to deliver the fallen souls.
Please fulfill Your mission. Take away all the souls, conditioned souls of the universe. Don’t leave them,
not a single. Please take them away. And if You think that they are not eligible or some of them are not
eligible, then please transfer their sinful reaction upon me. Ishall go on suffering. But You take away all of
them.” Just see the attitude of a devotee. “You take them all.”,

These words so beautifully express an attribute that is seen in no one except that personage who is
untainted by fear, pride and envy, who is liberated by dint of his very unconcern for liberation, who lives
only to love and serve Krsna and His parts and parcels. How mind-bogglingly fortunate to have been born
on this planet during the span of your pastimes here! ThatIsaw you, heard you and served you personally
is a benison that, for me to even begin to value in proportion to its worth, will require me to take countless
more births in this material world—for I am sorry to admit that in this life I am too gross and clumsy to
receive what you have given without stumbling. I pray only that each of those births be opportunities to
render more and more service to Your Divine Grace.

Alas, even in this attempt to express my unworthiness, my stubborn vanity is revealed! “I'm so fallen
that I'll have to take countless more births.” If it is your desire that the fallen souls be delivered, then who
am I to say I’ll remain for countless births? May I never forget the lesson in genuine submissiveness before
the spiritual master that Your Divine Grace taught me the day after you initiated me into the chanting of
the holy names. I was among some hundred and twenty devotees who had come to the airport to see you
off to New York. We sat on the floor chanting japa before you as you gracefully adorned a seat in the
departure lounge. Suddenly, you looked right at me and said, “Oh, you are chanting Hare Krsna very
nicely!” Mortified, my eyes dropped to the floor and I thought (not said, but only thought), “No, Srila
Prabhupada, I am not chanting nicely.“ Beaming like the sun, you lifted your finger skyward like a flag of
victory and corrected my inward negativity: “Yes!”

Yes. What is the use of my counting up my next births? There is nothing but service to you, Srila
Prabhupada. What is the use of wondering where my karma may take me in my next life? There is nothing
but service to you, Srila Prabhupada. What is even the use of counting up my blessings? There is nothing
but service to you, Srila Prabhupada. To hell with my nagging self-centeredness! It is that service to Your
Divine Grace alone that can make “a dumb man speak, a lame man cross the mountains, and a blind man
see the stars.”

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada. May I be able to say to you these four words one day and really under-
stand their meaning.

Your servant,

Suhotra Swami
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nama ori1 visnu-padaya krsna-prestaya bhi-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-harsaya, kali-prabhava-harine

prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja,
Please accept my humble obeisances.

janmaisvarya-Sruta-sribhir
edhamana-madah puman
naivarhaty abhidatur vai
tvam akificana gocaram
My Lord, Your Lordship can easily be approached,
but only by those who are materially exhausted. One who
is on the path of (material) progress, trying to improve
himself with respectable parentage, great opulence, high
education and bodily beauty, cannot approach you with
sincere feeling.”

This is a prayer by Queen Kunti to Lord Krsna. Thus
in a similar way, O rare soul, you come into this material
world to deliver the materially conditioned living entities
from the clutches of Maya-devi. Preaching the glories of
Lord Caitanya endlessly, you travel far and wide, per-
forming austerities and undergoing great difficulties.
Your only motive is not for fame and wealth but to end-
lessly spread the holy names in every town and village.
Selfless in your dedication to Srila Prabhupada’s move-
ment, you are like a knight in shining armour. Your com-
passion knows no bound, colour or creed and you are
never affected by this world of names and contamina-
tions. Guru Maharaja, on this very auspicious day of your
Sr1 Vyasa-piija, I sincerely pray for the strength that you
causelessly emanate to the conditioned souls, and to al-
ways remain a little speck at your lotus feet.

Your insignificant disciple and servant,

<

ori ajfiana-timirandhasya jfianarnjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitari yena tasmai Sri-gurave namah
nama ot visnu-padaya krsna-prestaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine
namas te guru-harisaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-$iksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai
Dear Guru Maharaja,
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
This year while attempting to write a Vyasa-piija offering to you, I thought about last year’s Vyasa-
pija book, trying to gain some inspiration. Thinking about the wonderful homages written by my



godbrothers and godsisters, I realize that I have a
long way to go before I can even hope to glorify
you as nicely. As I have no great realizations, all I
can do is simply repeat the words Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakur has written in “Ohe
Vaisnava Thakur”.

“O venerable Vaisnava, O ocean of mercy, be mer-
ciful unto your servant. Give me the shade of your lo-
tus feet and purify me. I hold on to your lotus feet.
Teach me to control my six passions; rectify my six
faults; bestow upon me the six qualities and offer unto
me the six kinds of association. I do not find the

strength to carry on alone the sarikirtan of the holy

name of Hari. Please bless me by giving me just one
drop of faith with which to obtain the great treasure of
the holy name of Krsna. Krsna is yours; you have the
power to give Him to me. I am simply running behind
you shouting, “Krsna, Krsna”! *

Guru Maharaja, on this auspicious day of your
appearance, I beg that you please accept this of-
fering, and that you shower your blessings upon
me.

Your fallen servant,

U«?ly a- C{wv a/aa,'

To my dearmost spiritual father and guide,
Srila Suhotra Maharja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus
feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

nama orir visnu-padaya krsna-prestaya bhii-tale
namas te guru-hasaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Di-
vine Grace Srila Suhotra Swami, who is very dear
to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus
feet.”

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto you who
are the sirmha-guru and the one who takes away
the influence of Kali-yuga by delivering wonder-
ful lectures on the scientific teachings of Srila
Prabhupada.”

How fortunate I am to be able to celebrate this
most blessed and auspicious event of your ap-
pearance! All glories to you!

This day is especially meant for glorifying the
one who is a bonafide representative of Srila
Vyasadeva. You qualify, of this there is no doubt.
How? Because you deliver the same messages,
passed down through the parampara, that Sgrglsa

Vyasadeva, the Personality of Godhead, gave.
This is one significance of Vyasa-pja.

In all of Srila Prabhupada’s books, there are
many verses describing the wonderful qualities of
a pure devotee of Krsna. Actually they are de-
scribing the same qualities that you possess.

naikatmata me sprhayanti kecin
mat-pada-sevabhiratd mad-ihah
ye ‘nyonyato bhagavatah prasajya
sabhajayante mama paurusani
(Brag32530)
“A pure devotee who is attached to the activi-
ties of devotional service and who always en-
gages in the service of My lotus feet, never desires
to become one with Me. Such a devotee, who is
unflinchingly engaged, always glorifies My pas-
times and activities.”

tasmad gururi prapadyeta
jijfiasuh Sreya uttamam
Sabde pare ca nisnatar
brahmany upasamasrayam
(Bhag.11.3.21)

“Any person who seriously desires to achieve
real happiness must seek out a bonafide spiritual
master and take shelter of him by initiation. The
qualifications of this spiritual master is that he
must have realized the conclusions of the scrip-



tures by deliberation and is able to convince oth-
ers of these conclusions. Such great personalities,
who have taken shelter of the Supreme Godhead ,
leaving aside all material considerations, are to be
understood as bonafide spiritual masters.”

Across the world, you are strongly preaching
the message of Lord Caitanya, passed on to you
by Srila
Prabhupada. In all
circumstances,
you valiantly
preach to the
masses, doing ex-
pertly what Srila
Prabhupada
asked of you. As a
result, - you - are
convincing many
fallen souls to give
up their sinful ac-
tiviies, = making
them realise that
the goal is to serve
Krsna, not their
senses. We can see
that Krspa has
surely  empow-
ered you to speak
on his behalf, this
is why your lec-
tures are so potent
and inspiring. Ev-
eryone enjoys and
appreciates your
lectures.  Some-
times you are so-
ber and at other
times extremely
humorous (in fact
HH Tamal Krsna
Maharaja told me
that you have the BEST sense of humor!). How-
ever, no matter what the presentation, the point is
never lost on those who sincerely listen.

You are MERCY PERSONIFIED. I didn’t fully
realize the extent of your compassionate and car-
ing nature until I met you in Melbourne this year.
It is by your grace alone that you have skilfully

engaged me in such a nice service. Here I was
thinking that I knew what would be best for me,
but you had other ideas. You were right, THANK
YOU! At one stage I was even thinking that
maybe what I was doing wasn't really for me,
then I received a letter from you encouraging me
and wishing me to be confident that I -had all of
everything - mercy,
protection etc. This
quickly made me re-
alize how the mind is
constantly flickering,
in only a few words
you dispelled all un-
certainty. Again you
were reminding me
that rendering service
to the spiritual mas-
ter is the best way to
please Lord Krsna. :

I especially admire
your kindness and
concern for those
who have taken or
wish to take shelter of
your soft lotus feet. I
have read of great
personalities who
would give up every-
thing in order to free
the conditioned souls
from this material
world, I am so fortu-
nate to be able to
have the association,
protection and serve
such an exalted per-
sonality such as your-
self. I am eternally in-
debted to you.

My wish is to al-
ways try and follow your exemplary example,
carry out your instructions and attentively listen
to your lectures and amazing realizations, for this
is what gives the strength and sustenance to
maintain steady devotional service.

To write this homage has had to be one of the
hardest things I have done as there is no real pos-



sibility of sufficiently glorifying the savior of us all. I wish to devote everything unto you, however insig-
nificant it may be. In a few words which contain all I am trying to say - I love everything about you Guru
Maharaja.

Begging to always remain your servant,

S

Appreciation

Dear Srila Suhotra Maharija, ‘

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada
and your Divine Grace.

Another year has passed, and it is becoming apparent that while relentless time is eating away
at the duration of this life, the relationship with a Vaisnava is in no way limited by the time factor
- even a moment’s association expands into eternity. Actually, this was the first realization I re-
ceived from you by listening to the tape of a lecture you gave in Melbourne just before the first
time you came to Perth. I was so enlivened by your explanation that I immediately developed an
intense desire to enter into that unbreakable relationship without wasting any further time. I ap-
proached you for some service, and was overwhelmed by your generous response.

Since then the desire to be of some service to you is increasing, because more and more I find thatIam
actually completely unfit to serve you, and all my attempts to do so seem to run into some impediment.
Nevertheless I do not feel at all discouraged. Rather the desire is simply growing, and I am sure that
sooner or later the time will be right for me to offer something that will be pleasing to you! (I hope it is
sooner than later, but anyway...) Just as time is no barrier, similarly physical distance cannot block the
inspiration that is transmitted from a pure devotee to the fallen souls in need of shelter. I cannot at all
express how fortunate I feel to be the recipient of your causeless mercy, but on this wonderful occasion of
your Vyasa-pija I would like to humbly express my deep gratitude to you for your great compassion on
this fallen soul. Please always give me a place in the dust at your lotus feet, and please help me to become
fit to offer you some service in devotion.

Your fallen servant,

Suer Rami dane
















































































































































































































































