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om ajAana-timirandhasya jhiananjana-$alakaya
caksur unmilitarh yena tasmai $ri-gurave namah

| offer my respectful obeisances unto you, my spiritual master, you have
opened my eyes which were blinded by the darkness of ignorance, with the
torchlight of knowledge.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bha-tale
$rimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

| offer my respectful obeisances unto you, my spiritual master, who are very
dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.
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The meaning of Sri Vyasa-piija

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is unlimited and His activities are unfathomed. Conditioned living
entities in this material world cannot approach the unlimited Lord with their tiny brains with a limited source
of knowledge and imperfect senses, any living being, up to the standard of Lord Brahma, the highest
perfect living being within the universe, can not imagine the unlimited. It can only be knownt from realized
souls like $rila Vyasadeva, a disciple of Narada Mun. Thus the perfect knowledge can descend only by
the chain of disciplic succession, not by any other form of experimental knowledge, old or modern.

When Lord Brahm received the Vedas from the Supreme Personality of Godhead, SriKrsna, he showed
the path of receiving knowledge from the higher authority (avaroha pantha) as a bonafide method of
acquiring transcendental knowledge. He also showed the real business of sampradaya carya by passing
down the knowledge to $ri Narada Muni, who in return imparted the same knowledge - unchanged - to
his disciple $rila Vyasadeva. He divided the Vedas into four divisions of Rg, Sama, Yajur and Atharva Veda.
The Puranas and Mahabharatas are counted as the fifth Veda. He taught this knowledge to his many
disciples who in their turn, became professors of the different parts of the Vedas. Paila Rsi became the
professor of the Rg Veda, Jaimini the professor of the Sama Veda and Vasisampayana also became
glorified by the Yajur Veda, Sumantu Muni Angira was entrusted with Atharva Veda and Romaharsana was
entrusted with the Puranas and historical records. All these great scholars in their turn rendered their
enthrusted Vedas unto their many disciples, grand-disciples, greatgrand-disciples and so on and thus the
respective branch of the followers of the Vedas came into being. Thus imparting unchanged knowledge
to others is the activity of all the great learned acaryas.

As the Vedic knowledge is very scientific, it is always taught according to a special system that is called
technically sambandha abhideya and prayojana. Unless sambandha, abhideya and prayojana is not
clearly understood, one does not come to perfection of transcendental knowledge. Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu states that if one tries to explain the Vedas in a different way, he is indulging in imagination
(Caitanya Caritamrta, Mdhya 6.179). Therefore $ri Krsna who is very compassionate to His devotees
appears not only in many incarnations to teach transcendental knowledge - such as Partha-sarati,
Maharaja Rsabhadeva, Sri Caitanya and others - but also appears specifically as special Deity forms to
give the clear philosophical foundations of the philosophy of Krsna consciousness (premeyas) in a
systematical form. The Lord appears as $ri $ri Radha-Madana-mohana to bring us to the point of the
knowledge of sambandha (relationship with Krsna) and to impart the following points, specifically
(prameyas, no.1-6):

- Krsna is the Supreme Absolute Truth.

- He is known in many scriptures.

- The world is real.

- The differences between the jivas and God are real (jiva is not God).
- The souls are individual part and parcels of Krsna.

- There are different grades of spirit souls.



He also appears as $ri $ri Radha-Govinda to engage us in devotional service (prayojana), and give us
faith in chanting of the Hare Krsna maha mantra . This form of the Lord gives the following knowledge
(premeyas no. 8-9)

1) The proper way of serving the Lord is unalloyed devotional service free of any tinge of karma
and jiana etc.

2) The proofs of our advancement are there, clear in one’s realization, which every devotee
possesses: perception, inference and authority.

Finally the Lord appears as $ri $ri Radha-Gopinatha to give us the most valuable jewel of all, the goal
of life, namely Krsna prema (prayjana) and specifically, to give us the clear understanding that the ultimate
liberation is attaining the lotus feet of $ri Krsna (premeya no.7).

Transcendental knowledge can only be departed to a fortunate soul according to the system mentioned
above, throughthe disciplic succession of bonafide spiritual masters coming down from SriKrsna Himself.
Therefore Lord Krsna manifests His mercy again in the form of the spiritual master "guru rupa krsna krpa".
More specifically, the initiating spiritual master (diksa guru) a personal manifestation of $rila Madana-
mohan vigraha, who initiates our lost relationship with Krsna again and awards us the best opportunity
by bringing us to the proper sampradaya. The instructing spiritual master ($iksa guru) is a representative
of Srila Govindadeva vigraha, who gives us knowledge and engages us in the service of the Lord and also
shows us how to attain the understanding that Srila Gopinatha is the ultimate attraction in spiritual
realization. One may not have any understanding upon seing a bonafide spiritual master, but if one remains
in the association of such a great soul, worships him, renders service to him and inquires submissively
from such a transcendental professor, one will ultimately attain all perfection. Such a merciful personality,
the bona fide spiritual master, coming down the guru-parampara from $rila Vyasadeva (the original author
of the Vedas and Srimad Bhagavatam) is worshiped on his appearance day which is known as Sri
VWyasa-pdja.

On this most auspicous day, a disciple worships his guru knowing him to be the representative of the
guru-parampara. Vyasa-pdja is the most important day of the year for a disciple and should be taken as
avery auspicious opportunity to serve guru and in this way be benefited eternally. One should try to grasp
the mood of the spiritual master and follow his footsteps of rendering loving devotional service to the Lord.

In conclusion, book knowledge alone does not help us to understand the Lord, but a sincere attitude
of a receptive devotee and his steady service towards the representative of Srila Vyasadeva can bring
about the full understanding of the deeper meaning of the $astras from within the heart of the disciple.

Bhagavat-dharma dasa






Introduction

The world seems to be spinning with words. There are unlimited number of libraries, shops and living
milieus bearing shelfmeters of stories and unfolding hidden codes; anecdotes, tales, poems and reports...
Millions of tongues are sucking and spitting and pushing out expressions of the senses: visions quickly
wrapped in the flickering dresses of lust, anger, greed, envy, madness and illusions. Sweet words, soft
words, sharp words - piercing, bindning and confusing. But without exception, in due course, all of these
impressions will faint away or at most, remain only as abandoned piles of garbage for crows to enjoy.

This book, however, is different, because it is dealing with $ri Krsna, or more specifically with the Lord’s
tadiyanam - person in connection with Him. All the words presented here are meeting their perfection at
the shelter of the tender lotus feet of our beloved spiritual master, His Divine Grace Srila Suhotra Maharaja.
His presence and association is purifying and beautifying the sincere intentions. Thus, he is like a
touchstone, which turns even an unvaluable piece of iron into the most precious piece of gold - yet always
remaining pure himself. Let us offer our humble obeisances unto him, for he is shooting our hearts with
Lord Caitanya’s merciful sidelong glance. '

This Wasa-pdja book is inviting us to take part in a great annual sarikirtana festival, which is assembled
to praise and glorify the reservoir of our aspiration and inspiration. Our spiritual master is the head of our
sankirtana family and he is tirelessly encouraging, correcting and protecting our childlike attempts to
spread the mission. He is pouring out benedictions and mercy like a charitable cloud, which is rich with
water. Because he is carried by the ecstatic love of Godhead, he never distinguishes between the good
and the bad. Without any consideration he is showering the refreshing rain equally unto the stones and
the plants. He is freely opening his treasure for distribution and thus attracting one and all to chant the
holy name. It is very obvious that the more he is giving “away", the more the supply increases, for this is
the ever expanding feature of the spiritual energy.

This book provides us an opportunity to remember and meditate upon the wonderful qualities and the
selfless mood of sharing of Guru Maharaja. The association of godbrothers and godsisters helps us in
moments when we are doubting and lacking faith in ourselves while carrying out his order in the far away
countries. We will always be able to turn back and humbly seek shelter of their intense devotion,
determination and realization and in this way, regain the enthusiasm to serve again. By cultivating
non-envious Vaisnava behavior in our relationships, we will be able to unite our forces and become strong
and empowered to distribute books and preach together. Srila Prabhupada gives an example of a match
that is weak alone, but when we collect tens and hundreds and thousands of matches, then they will
become unbreakable.

This requires that we see each and every devotee in ISKCON as a sarkirtana devotee: Our mood is
giving, giving and giving - regardless of what our particular service might be. For the chanting of the holy
name is the only means of self-realization in this dark age of Kali, Lord Caitanya appeared 500 years ago
in Navadvipa to introduce it. He is Lord Jagannatha Himself, so it would have been very easy for Him to
drown the entire universe with Krsna consciousness. But He wanted to give all the glories to His devotees.
Therefore He left large areas for $rila Prabhupada to conquer. Srila Prabhupada in turn left so much for
our Guru Maharaja to do. It is only by his causeless mercy that we have been offered a chance to assist
and serve him. So let us become very serious with our prayers today and humbly beg his favor to help us
to become more confidence and loyal to his mission. Let us desire only to increase his trancendental bliss
and happiness by strictly following his example of working for the benefit of others. May he always be
very kind to us and place his soft lotus feet upon our heads.



All glories to His Divine Grace $rila Suhotra Maharajal
Al glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to the most magnanimous sankirtana mission of $ri Sri Gaura-Nitai!

Vairagya-laksmi devi dasi
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nama om visnu—fédé a Krsna-prestaya bha-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvis$esa-§dnyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear $rila Prabhupada,

lease accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

There is a story about a poor widow who was desperate to educate her son so that he might
be successful and bring money to the household. For this purpose she borrowed money to hire a tutor.

One day that unfortunate woman listened from another room as the tutor instructed her son in geometry.
"Let ABC be a triangle," was all she heard before she angrily rushed into to rebuke the man. *l pay you ten
rupees a month. For that | have been expecting you to raise my boy to higher levels of learning. But today
| see that after all this time you have not been able to bring him beyond simple ABX’s! He learned the
alphabet long ago. So as you are only wasting time and my money, | order you to leave my house and
never return!" So angry was she that there was no possibility of explaining to her that the ABC’s of geometry
are indeed of a higher order of knowledge that she had yet experienced.

In an age of faithlessness brought about by bad experience of religious fanaticsm, many so-called
intellectuals react to the teachings of Your Divine Grace as did the widow to the tutor’'s geometry class.
They need only hear the words “God", "devotion®, and "spiritual world" before rejecting out of hand the
philosophy of Krsna consciousness as just another type of blind faith.

How great is their misfortune! "O my Lord Urukrama." Brahma prays in the Third Canto of Srimad
Bhagavatam, "all these poor creatures are constantly perplexed by hunger, thirst, severe cold, secretion,
and bile, attacked by coughing winter, blasting summer, rains, and many other disturbing elements, and
overwhelmed by strong sex urges and indefatigable anger. | take pity onthem, and | am very much agrieved
for them." Spiritually numbed by their sybaritic technological culture, modern men and women wallow
vainly in up-to-date prejudices against all that smacks of religion, yet are fettered like dogs or pigs by the
coils of the threefold miseries (miseries caused by their own bodies and minds, miseries caused by other
living entities, and miseries caused by the powers behind nature). Even as they scoff at God and His
representatives, ridiculing the contradictions they find among various belief systems and mocking the
simple devotion of the faithful, the coils of the threefold miseries choke off their guffawing and drag them
down to swallow the karmic filth of their self-indulgences. And all the while they are pitied by the Lord’s
pure devotees, who view their struggling from the transcendental platform of unrestricted consciousness.

The proud-blind fools are to be pitied because their knowledge is not knowledge at all but simply
self-righteous ignorance, as the widow’s "knowledge" of the tutor’s lesson was ignorance. This "knowledge"
is nothing but a burden that stains the consciousness with pride and delusion, as much as a burden of
dung carried in a wicker basket upon the head stains the bearer when it rains.

The great souls - Vaisnavas like Brahma, Narada, and Vyasa - moved by pity for a world filled with fools,
took counsel among themselves and petitioned Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s help. And so Lord Caitanya
sentyou, Srila Prabhupada, to relieve these fallen souls of the burden and stain of their modern "knowledge"
(indeed, you said that exposing these rascals was your special mission). Your words, razor-sharp with
crystalline realization, cut through the coils of the threefold miseries. You so kindly lift the falien soul up
from the muck of his own illusion and invite him to open his eyes and see directly the all-beautiful Lord of
the senses, Hrsikesa, Sri Krsna. that soul who does so will surely curse himself (even as he drinks the
beauty of the Lord through purified vision) for having wasted countless lifetimes in darkness speculating
about the nature of the absolute, as did the blind men about the elephant.



Smilingly, you encourage the astonished soul even further: "Now that you’ve seen Him, why don’t you
serve Him?" And by your example, you show that serving Krsna is so simple, pure, blissful, and natural.
And that soul who follows your example will surely curse himself (even as his senses are flooded with the
nectar of Krsna'’s loving acceptance of his service) for having lain spiritually dead for eons together, his
consciousness focused by Maya upon an endless succession of pathetic material bodies that were
capable of only twitching with lust and flinching with pain.

And finally you show the newly-awakened soul the greatest wonder of all, that at which the Lord Himself
expresses amazement: "As chaste women bring their gentle husbands under control by service, the pure
devotees, who are equal to everyone and completely attached to Me in the core of the heart, bring Me
under their full control."

All that is described above about the awakening and deliverance of the conditioned souls was manifest
by you during your earthly pastimes, and continues to be manifest as your ISKCON movement expands.

Now, among those who were in some way touched by the compassion of Your Divine Grace, there are
those who assert that your teachings are only the "ABC’s of the spiritual world," which, while certainly
vastly superior to the most erudite expressions of materialsm, only usher the devotee onto the threshold
of Krsna consciousness. They would have us move beyond the “alphabet" taught by you to the "geometry"
taught by others.

To them too | respectfully dedicate the story of the widow and the tutor, and add the following story as
well.

Some herons standing in a bog saw a swan happening by. They had never seen a swan before, and
their curiosity was aroused.

"Why are your eyes, beak, and feet so red?" one of the herons asked the swan.
"Because I'm a swan."

"Well, where do you come from?"

"From the Manasa-sarovara Lake."

"And how are things over there?"

‘The lake-water is as clear as crystal and tastes like nectar. From it grows a garden of golden
lotuses.All around are islands studded with jewels where beautiful trees, plants, fruits, and flowers
grow."

The heron then asked, "But are there big snails there?"
“No," the swan answered.

Smirking, the herons exchanged glances. Their spokesman told the swan with haughty finality, “If it has
no snails, it can hardly be called a lake. From what you say it is not a suitable place for connoisseurs like
us. Thank you, swan, for all you've told us, but don’t expect us to follow you back home!"

Srila Prabhupada, you have come to transform herons into swans. The spiritual home of the
paramaharnsas is revealed in your books. If we catch up your taste for serving Krsna, we'll be able to
enter your home and serve you and Krsna eternally. But to do that, we'll have to become like swans and
lose our taste for snails - anything, whether material or spiritual, of which you do not approve.

Srila Prabhupada, | pray in the dust of your lotus feet that | may come to the standard of pure devotional
service approved by you, even if it takes me millions of years to attain it.

Your servant,

Suhotra Swami
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

lease accept my humble and prostrated obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet!

As | am commencing to write (or try to write) this offering, my mind is thinking, "What should
be the next line? What should be the next line?" | am a few weeks late but | am hoping Susila Mataji will
be merciful enough to let me off this year...

Spring is on its way. It's very windy and wet outside. The soothing transcendental voice of Srila
Prabhupada singing bhajans is softly playing in the background. It is not very often | get the chance to sit
down in a comtemplative mood these days ...

Yes, spiritual life is like a
razor's edge - one wrong
move and ouch! It'stoo late
... I've been thinking about
those devotees I've known
and who have left this
movement. Shivers run up
my spine. Maya is very
strong and subtle. | always
think I am next. In fact,
sometimes I'd wish it is!
Such a rascal mind | have -
always making me believe
in the temporary happiness
of this material world ... But
by your mercy and
guidance, | am still though
slowly - threading this path
of bhakti.

Guru Maharaja, your shelter is too invaluable for a conditioned soul like me to pass and go without. You
have indiscriminately and with full compassion, given me the key to the treasure house of love of Godhead
- the great Hare Krsna mantra. For this | owe you everything | have. But it is eternal and transcendental
and therefore unpayable... | can only show a sense.of gratitude by trying to follow sadhana bhakti strictly,
though, even this | find very difficult to do! '

So Guru Maharaja, on the 27th of November, the most important thing | will be doing, besides cooking
you a small feast, is to pray at your lotus feet for your unlimited blessings and mercy...

Your insignificant and unworthy servant,

Daya-dharma devi dasi
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Dear Suhotra Maharaja,

¢ lease accept my most humble and respectful obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada
All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your appearance.

In the short time that | have known you, your friendship has become very precious to me and | find that
| am irresistibly drawn to your sweet nature and kind personality. Originally, listening to your informative
lectures is what first attracted me to you. The more | heard the more | wanted to hear as you are very
inspiring and informative. Even now | cannot understand how it is that | was so fortunate to be able to
come into contact with you. Krsna is indeed very kind to us all to be able to associate with such a wonderful
personality such as yourself.

"With these material senses, one cannot understand the transcendental holy name of the Lord or His
form, activities and pastimes. However by engaging in devotional service, and rendering service unto a
bona fide spiritual master, the Lord Himself is revealed."

Such a spiritual master is yourself and by your éauseless mercy, you can deliver all fallen souls. All |

request is that you shower glance of mercy upon this conditioned soul, allow me to render service at your
lotus feet and to be your humble servant as service to you and Krsna is certainly the perfection of life.

Your humble and aspiring servant

L

Bhn. Lisa
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