Vyasa Puja Speech by HH Suhotra Swami, recorded on
5th December 1998 in Wr oclaw, Poland

Why does a Vaisnava become guru

I would like to say a few words on the principleguiru, since obviously today you have
come together to respect that principle. So theid/edriptures declare

arcye visnau sila-dhir gurusu nara-matir vaisnave jati-buddhir
visnor va vaisnavanam kali-mala-mathane pada-tirthe 'mbu-buddhih
sri-visnor namni mantre sakala-kalusa-he sabda-samanya-buddhir
visnau sarvesvarese tad-itara-sama-dhir yasya va naraki sah

This is a warning againsiaraki buddhj which means hellish intelligence. It's a warning
against the kind of conceptions which lead thentjventity to the darkest regions of
material existence. We should know that Lord Krsle&lares in Bhagavad-gita, 16th
chapter, that there are souls whom He considelg tenvious and mischievous, who are
simply causing untold difficulties, untold miserigs other living entities, because they
deliberately exhibit only bad qualities. And theyaw to propagate those bad qualities.
They are not satisfied just to be bad in themselihesy have to try to make the whole
world bad and then they are... even then they aresatisfied but they think they will be
satisfied, because demons cannot be satisfied.

Anyway, Lord Krsna says this type of living entije personally pushes down. He
makes this special point. He says: "I push themrdout's actually a philosophical
guestion that sometimes comes up, that we arepait souls. Every living entity is a
spirit soul and the spirit soul is naturally etdyriall of knowledge, full of bliss, naturally
wants to ascend to the transcendental platformt Bhactually the spiritual nature of
everyone. But then the question comes up: "But areythere living entities who seem to
be addicted to darkness, who reject everythingtsplr who just want to be gross sense-
gratifiers, who want to cultivate the worst kind qtialities, the most inauspicious
qualities, who want to do harm to others? Why? \Wiere are those of that nature?” It's
very perplexing actually, because we say everysngpirit soul, so why should some
want to be stamasi® And Krsna gives the answer in the 16th chapt&haigavad-gita.
The answer is that He makes them that way, He gusieen down. Because Krsna is...
Taitiriya Upanisad saysso-vai-saha- this famouslokathat is so often quoted by the
Gaudiya vaisnavas, it's Vedic Upanisadic literatbrg is actually given in a very
essential form, the essence of Lord Caitanya's evhmsentatiorRaso-vai-sahawho is
God? God is the sweetness of the sweash

And only that living entity, who knows thissa as Krsnha attainananda attains actual
bliss. But all other living entities they are sdang after that sameasa everyone is
searching after Krsna. Everyone is motivated intwhay do by some sort of taste of
sweetness. You find this explained in the Introducbdf SP's Nectar of Devotion. This is



actually... when we inquire, you may hear that ndia there are different Vaisnava
sampradayas there is Sri Vaisnava, there is of course Brahfasnavasampradaya
Madhvacarya, thetattvavadis on the south, there is Visnu Swami, there is
Nimbarkacarya. So they are all Vaisnavas but whahe specialty of Lord Caitanya's
movement? Not that we say that the Gaudiya Vaissamapradayas right and all the
other Vaisnavesampradayasare wrong, but there is a special contributiondAhat
contribution is thisrasa this knowledge ofasa - the transcendental sweet relationship
that is cultivated by the pure devotees in lov&ofl. Andraso-vai-saha Krsna is that
rasa And thatrasais sought by every living entity. This is the gpant that unifies all
living entities, whether we say they are sinfulpous or whatever religion they may
belong to, all these mundane differences are thmrethere is one thing that unites all
living entities and that is the search fi@sa So the process that is given by Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu is the actual scientific predesattain that which everyone is
seeking. Lord Caitanya has spelled it out righth@ Siksastakam, the first verseeto-
darpana-marjanam. So He is sayingaram vijayate sri-krsna-snakirtanasrall glories to
this sankirtanamovement. Why? Because it is giving the livingiteed that taste for
which they are always anxious.

This is the special contribution of Sri Caitanyahdprabhu, which goes beyond... this
morning we were speaking of the Vedic systemdisarma artha kama moksathis is
calledcatur varga. Catur varganeans fourfold goals of human life. In the Vedcisty
everyone is also looking for these goals. In thelivesociety they are presented very
scientifically: dharma- so what is the path, the proper path of the hub&ng, what are
the laws that the human being should follow, whHadutd the human being do - that's
presented irdharma. Artha- what is the wealth, the advantages that the hubgng
should attainKama - what are the appropriate enjoyments for humangband then
finally moksa After thesedharma, artha, kamaafter we have gone through that, then
naturally we look for liberation. So what is thmbks& So this is calledatur varga- the
fourfold goals of human being.

But Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu has taught that tires®omething beyond these four -
prema pumartho mahan. There is something even you attain these fois,ishsomething
we should very much... In our ISKCON movement 089999 we have so many
discussions going on, but this is something we sheery much understand that even if
we are to manage, as | said this morning - it basetby Lord Krsna's grace... But say
Lord Krsna would bless us that there would be IKG®N nicedharma, artha, kama,
moksa- still the living entity will not be satisfied.his is the secret of Lord Caitanya's
instruction. Even you get that, even soksatriya-avataracomes down, big king with a
council of experbrahmanastakes charge of ISKCON and makes everything wcg
so that we have nice marriages, according to Vgghtem, according to astrology, proper
occupations would be there for everyone and pr¥jeéic law would be nicely enforced.
Even if we had all that still the living entity wiaunot be satisfied. This is what Lord
Caitanya has come to teach us. So there is sorgatidme and that is the subject matter

that Lord Caitanya presentprema pumartho mahan.



There is the fifth, Prabhupada says, the fifth disien. Sounds rather esoteric. The fifth
dimension of spiritual life. And that is the dimems of love of Godhead. So in that
dimension then this actuedsa for which everyone is anxious to taste, is attdibg the
living entity. And thatrasais at Krsna's lotus feet.

This is only possible by the grace of Lord CaitaMahaprabhu and He has surcharged...
just like you take water and you surcharge waté warbon dioxide. You know there is
this kind of (......?) you can get and there igtkelcarbon dioxide thing you screw on the
bottom and it surcharges the water with carbonideyand the whole water becomes
bubbly. So similarly Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.cdese thelharmg theyuga dharma
was already there scheduled that to attawksa which is the fourth dimension, we
should chant Hare Krsna. So in every Kali-yuga éhisr anavatara of Krsna, Who
appears to teach the chanting of the Hare KrsnaaMadmntra but only in omgugain the
whole day of Brahma doeSri Krsna Caitanya - Radha Krsna nahe anythat Lord
Caitanya, Who is no other than Radha and Krsng, iardne Kali yuga out of 1000 Kali
yugas in the day of Brahma, only one of thasatarasis Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
Himself. And only He surcharges the Hare Krsna rrabatra with Krsngrema with
love of Krsna. And in all the othgugaschanting brings the living entities to liberation.

Of course this is a very sinful age. Everyone barthis age is born in sin, that's a fact.
We all just should put up our hands and surrendethis point. In this age it's not
reasonable to consider: "Oh, maybe | was on Brabkaain my last life". This is not
reasonable to think like that. No. The best poigcjust to accept: "I am very fallen, | am
very sinful and that's why | took birth in this adkat's the only reason why I'm here".
Otherwise the great saints and sages they areonuhg here in this age. This is like... |
remember my Godbrother Ravindra Svarup giving a eixample. He was talking about
some regions of cities in the US. They are calledttowhere very low class people live,
where there is a lot of criminal activity, a lot dfug abuse. If one goes there one is
taking a great risk to be robbed, to be killedb®raped. So therefore the high class
people that are respectable will never go to that @f the town. Actually there are these
news reports, so someone - tourists from Germaagep like that, they get lost driving,
they rent a car and they get lost in one of thesghborhoods and then they get
surrounded by all kinds of very heavy looking peoplho just do whatever they want
with them. So respectable people will never entiehsa degraded neighborhood. And so
Ravindra Svarup Prabhu in one lecture he was safog the demigods the earth planet
in Kali yuga is like one of these neighborhoodseytwill never come here. Too
abominable”.

We have been born in this age, we should simplyiden ourselves to bgatita - very
fallen and very sinfulAsat sanga our association. Association means our tendencie
with whom we want to associate not only physicdily also mentally, the things that
come to mind when we view the world. It's all sgure, so nasty, so degraded. So it's a
very good policy on the first step to just accdps,tjust admit this: "Yes, | am very
degraded and very fallen". Then we can take acagsantage of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu's mercy. He mtita-pavana He has descended to save us from this most



unfortunate condition. And actually we should umstiend, we have been... yes, actually
we are counted among the demons. And we have heaen {hat position by Krsna.

This is the original point that there are livingigas, who are pushed downward into the
lowest condition of life, the most nasty habits.dAthey like them, they like them, they
are attached to them. This is punishment, but IlKngha is so expert - it's punishment
but we don't think it's punishment at all. We thiti& nice. This is how Krsna manages
this world. He is definitely punishing so many sin$ouls but in such a way that they are
very happy. They think: "Oh, yes". They don't urstand that to have such degraded
habits - meat-eating, illicit sex, intoxication +ofn a sattvic point of view it's
abominable. This is like the life of a worm in @taBut the worm in stool is very happy.
Srila Prabhupada says in one lecture like you thkee tweezers. So you see a worm in
stool and you pick it up from the stool and pubithe side - it will crawl back: "Why are
you taking me from my home? I like this".

This is the nature of the living entities of thigea And why is that? That is arranged by
Krsna! Raso-vai-saha He is the taste. So for those He punishes Heesathe taste to
manifest in the most abominable conditions of I#&d like the worms in stool they
crawl - "Very nice, yes, that's what | want". Sestls all guided by the Lord in the heart.
And He is doing this why? Because of offences, bseeave have cultivated in some
previous existence, what | was speaking in thervegg of the lecturenaraki-buddhi-
hellish intelligence.

Arce visnur siladhir- to see the Deity of the Lord as a stone. Thigparadha this is
offense. The Deity has come as amtara descending into our field of visiomrca
avatar, arcameans He has come just to accept our worship. &Ve this nature, it is in
every human being to render service, to render mjprsService and worship are
synonyms, they mean the same thing. The matemalgtople - whom they are
worshiping, whom they serve? They serve their ddge family dog. Some poodle or
some Siamese cat. That creature they will bathey; will put a nice jeweled necklace,
they will feed, even they are cooking (laughs) floe animal, rendering all services
(laughs). And this is the nature, | mean, you cdehy it. Either animal or child or
whatever it may be but everybody has this inbortuneato render service, to render
worship.

So out of His kindness the Lord descends in thiddwasarca avatar And His invitation

is rather than worship D-O-G, dog, you worship G0God. "You come and serve Me,

I'm standing here and although I'm God I'm in ybands - you can dress Me, you can
feed Me, you can put Me into bed at night, you wake Me up in the morning, you can

offer prayers, you can decorate Me". This is ouuregso if we do this for the Lord the

by His grace we attain thiasa this higher taste of spiritual life.

But there are those who amaraki-buddhi- with hellish intelligence and they say: "Why
should | worship some stone or metal statue? Wh#tea use of that? | get much more
pleasure if | worship my poodle or my Siamese céihd much more profit from that".



This is naraki-buddhi So this is a ticket to hell, this attitude. Bynting like that one
becomes qualified as a resident for hell.

Arce visnur siladhir gurusu naramatir.So this is the next point abogtiru. Soguru is
also a kind ofavatara Actually it is a fact because Lord Krsna tellsstdirectly to
Uddhava when He sayacarya-mame-vijnaninya navamanyeta-de says: "You should
see theacarya or the spiritual master, as Myself. Never see aimy other way". But
there are those who see him as an ordinary maaramatir means to see him just as
some ordinary person. Now the thing is... this isesy deep point because the spiritual
master himself... | studied, because I'm a disapbl8rila Prabhupada. So | studied very
carefully Srila Prabhupada's own pronunciation, @renouncements about the position
of the spiritual master, particularly to himself timat position. So subjectively, means
Srila Prabhupada looking at himself, he would ngu&sent himself as being someone
special. We often see that there are those whottetidnk the spiritual master some kind
of supernatural entity. As if maybe he has beerudinio down in some UFO (laughs),
some mystical person, some magical person withigppowers, who looks at us and
knows everything what we are thinking.

But Srila Prabhupada subjectively never put himselfuch position. That's not to say
that Srila Prabhupada is notsakti-avesa avataraObviously from what he did we
understand... He i®rabhupada- that means there are many Prabhus, many spiritua
masters but they all sit at his lotus feet. But stibjectively Srila Prabhupada considered
himself simply a servant of his spiritual masteh&N he was asked... he was asked at
one point: "Are you thguru of such and such famous person?" There was samauta
person in the US in 1960-s who was known to contesae Srila Prabhupada, ask him
guestions. So this word got around, so someonald3kabhupada: "Are you tlgiru of

so and so?", some famous poet. And Prabhupada 4aid: nobody's guru'. So
subjectively that's how Prabhupada saw himseth nidt aguru.

And we find his own spiritual master, BhaktisiddteaBarasvati Thakura, has written one
essay about the position of the spiritual master lam says something very interesting.
He says that for one to think that he iguau, for one actually to assume such a position -
"I'm a guru’ - this is demoniac. He actually says that - tlisdemoniac. He says
Vaisnavas has nothing to do with that mentality think "I'm aguru, I'm big important
teacher, spiritual personality and | have thesle peons who run around and serve me"
and so on and so forth.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati made it very, very deat this thinking oneself in that role is
totally against Vaisnavism. So then obviously thesiion comes: "Why then a devotee
would take such a position?" And the answer is iKraha... just like Krsna told Arjuna...
Arjuna didn't want to fight. Who wants to fight amgy? | mean, if someone has some
sense, just this common sense, common human seaitsirne doesn't want to get in a
position where he has to kill other people. Somesins necessary but it is something that
is always very regrettable. So Arjuna didn't wando it but Krsna said: "Do it for Me".
And (as | was saying this morning) "If you do tfas Me then | will protect you".



So Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura was explaitirgsame thing about the role of a
guru. It is not something that a Vaisnava wants toJist like Arjuna - he is Vaisnava
and he didn't want to fight, he didn't want to .kind this is withguru too. But Krsna
looking at the living entities, seeing how they aeady to worship anything. They are
ready to make Lenin theguruy, they are ready to make Stalin thguru, they are ready
to make Hitler theirguru, they are ready to worship any fool and rascald Ainthe
Vaisnavas don't take that position then they aregyto follow some demon right to the
lowest depths of hell. Very enthusiastically - thiog flowers: "Jaya Asurapada! Jaya
Asurapada!" (laughs). They are so ready to do ®astherefore Lord Krsna... just like
the Pandavas they were not anxious to rule thedwtikey were ready to settle for just
five villages. They werédsatriyasso they had to rule something. So, all right, wi w
take five villages, little villages. Like in Mayapi- Tarunpura, this place next to our
ISKCON Candrodaya Mandir, the little village, orevdtee Murari Gupta is living there.
So they were satisfied - "Give us five villageslithat". But Lord Krsna wanted them to
rule the whole world. Why? Because unless My deastele the whole world then some
rascal upstart... there were so many at that tilmenw_ord Krsna descended. This was
His mission. There were so many upstart rascalskimigo wanted to become the boss of
the world. They were all making politics and wemsigioning themselves to take over.
They all had their plans. We read about them imKiisook. There was Kamsa, there was
Jarasandha, there was Sisupala - all of them wezking their alliances and their
schemes. And Lord Krsna openly, frankly declareBhagavad-gita that He has come to
wipe the world clean of their influence and to bith His devotees as the leaders of the
human society because in this way the human beuigsctually have a chance to use
this human form of life for what it is meant. Likiee Srimad Bhagavatam saymukti
dvara - that is why Krsna gives this human body. He diegive this human body for
sense gratification. If that's what the living éntivants to do then you can have body of a
dog or a cat or anything. There are so many foridif®@ meant just for sense
gratification. The human form of life is calledukti-dvarain the SB, which means “the
door to liberation”. That is what this body is meéor.

But if the leaders of society are like it is stagy-vigraho stha....jatu nam agadagrajah
- when the leaders of society are pegpta nam agadagrajalwho will never chant the
name of Krsna, if they are averse to that... Aasa®they hear even the first indication
that now there will be a discussion of God and tthezy immediately plug in their ears,
they don't want to hear about this. And so in kalja it's this class of men that becomes
a leader, this class of men becomeagueu. A demoniac class. And therefore the whole
society, the rest of human society they are claskif like in the Vedic society there
were fourvarnas - brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya, sudrao in Kali yuga there are four
classes of animals - dog, hog, camel and ass. Tdresthe Varnas today - dogs, hogs,
camels and asses. And this is abominable, thesrible, this is most unfortunate.

Someone has managed to achieve this human forifend that is the fate - you live
the life like a dog, hog, camel and ass with soimgedyal... Srila Prabhupada said - royal
addition of the animals in charge as tparu, as the leader. So therefore although a
Vaisnava has no subjective desire to assume symsition as guru, Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu has asked us, He has asked everymnara ajnaya guru you all become



guru. There are different functions in this designatgimu. Some of course are doing the
typical functiondiksg giving initiation. And there isiksa— to give instructions, there is
vartma-pradarsika- to show the way. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu exgatit of his
followers to becomg@uru — amara ajnaya guru hana tara ei desand save this world.
So it is for this reason that one accepts thistjpsiAnd so accepting this position then
he becomes Krsna's instrument even though himsel§. | said, | studied Srila
Prabhupada, his own attitude and it's amazing hombhe he was, how (there is this
term) self-deprecating - it means he would alwass '$ have no qualification. Except
one thing - that I'm following the order of my sfpial master and therefore I'm acting as
a spiritual master only because I'm following tmdes of myguru. But otherwise | have
no qualification”.

So subjectively this is how the spiritual mastenkk - that "I am an ordinary man" but
actually he is NOT an ordinary man because he kasrbe Krsna's instrument. So if
others think he is just an ordinary man then, ggaaraki buddhi- this is hellish
intelligence. Because just like the Deity has cdmgive us a chance so the spiritual
master is sent by Krsna to teach us not only bytwkaspeaks but also by his example
what it means to serve Krsna.

Arcye visnau sila-dhir gurusu nara-matir vaisnaveand to think of other devotees,
Vaisnavas..jati buddhir - as some kind of seclati means actually a sect or a castti
means cast. So some particular group. Like thexel@nova's witnesses and Masons and
Theosophical society and (.....?7) people and ewencan say, the big religions - the
Catholics and the Orthodoxs, the Protestants. &e thare these different sects of people
and they have their particular rituals and thesels bind them together and it's just a
society more or less of mutual sense gratificatibmey find that by working together
they have economic advantages. If they do busiwéhsone another there is lesser price
to pay and more profit to make. So those who ttimt the Vaisnavas have similar
program. That this Vaisnavdharmg Vaisnava religion is just a convenient way for
people to get together and make business in thitdvemd make a lot of money... Ha,
wish it was true (laughs). Those are people whoktlihat this Vaisnavadharmaexists
simply to provide material advantages. And you Wweélsurprised - even in Bengal... you
are fortunate if you don't speak Bengali, but iliyiake a ride on a train going from
Mayapur to Callcuta there are people in the otlmmmartments... when they see an
ISKCON devotee they start to talk among themsebgenly in Bengali language. And
they are conversing among themselves about al§jdissip stories that go around in the
Bengali villages about what's going on - "Oh, thexyeanother one"... "Yes, they are
bringing in drugs to India" or "They have a big girtution ring" or this or that. So they
talk like that - that to dress up like Hare Krst@mweartilak this is all just a cover of
some kind of criminal activities. So agaigraki buddhi- this is a hellish intelligence.

So if we throw away this advantage of the humamfof life and instead we cultivate a
hellish intelligence then, as Krsna says in 16-tm@er, "then | push them down"
because they are spoiling the whole purpose of hdifea So He pushes them down but
then the same Krsna comes as Sri Caitanya Mahaptalltit us up. He is callegatita-

pavana- He lifts up the most fallen. He gives a veryrwsimple process whereby



anyone can actually cultivate the correxga - instead of having taste for sinful activities
one can redirect one's taste to the service ofldhes feet of Krsna. Lord Caitanya

Mahaprabhu makes that possible. But there is songetihat we must from our side

contribute to this process. And this somethindhat tve have to be very, very careful to
curb down our own propensity for offences. Andinigfly we have that propensity.

Otherwise we would have not taken birth in this.ageu can be sure of that. If we did

not have this propensity of committing offencesntinhy we would have taken birth on
this planet in this age of Kali which is the moffeasive and hellish age? Age of gross
materialism, gross atheism.

So it's just like the son of tHaahmanasage who was garlanded with a dead snake by
Maharaja Pariksit, this Srngi. So he had been aodamhis previous life but because he
had been killed in the vicinity of the Lord's pastis, he was killed on a sacred land,
therefore he got the chance... this is Krsna's ynére got the chance in the next life to
have abrahmanabirth. So in théorahmanabirth there are all advantages. But because he
had this propensity for offences he ruined thahckaThere was one king on the earth at
that time, who was capable of holding back theumrilce of the age of Kali - that was
Maharaja Pariksit and this person Srngi cursed Aind because of that curse Maharaja
Pariksit... of course he willingly, he didn't figtite curse, he willingly let the serpent bite
him and he left this world. But then, just aftdre personality of Kali had a clear hand to
do whatever he wanted and therefore 5000 years {dtere we are (laughs). And the
boy's father rebuked his son: "Now because of wjwat have done everyone will
remember that it was because of Hlreahmanasthat this age of Kali became powerful,
because of our classrahmanaclass”. So you see, all advantages were theriifboy

but he didn't strive to curb down his offensivepensity.

So by coming to this Krsna consciousness movemach @ne of us here also has
wonderful advantage to utilize this human formitd for what it is actually meant. But
knowing... we should know very well, we should adtoiourselves: "I have taken birth
in this fallen age - it must mean something. Itrezirmean that | was in my last life with
the four Kumaras (laughs) discussing very high a&les topics with them. And then by
my independent will | decided to take birth in kgliga to bless everyone”. (laughs) No,
we should understand we have taken this birth isa #ye because we have a very
inauspicious nature, very inauspicious side of mature, like scorpion or like serpent -
ready to bite, full of poison, ready to bite, reddycriticize, ready to find fault. We have
to admit this. This is actually the first step grisus Krsna consciousness to admit: "I'm
fallen, I'm low, I'm nasty, | have no good qualions”. Because if we admit that, we
are opening ourselves up to receiving the good iftpalons that Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu wants to bestow upon the human beintfgsrage. But, you know, as it is
stated in Srimad Bhagavatangajanti hi sumedhasait's only those who are intelligent,
they have to have some good intelligence. And ighighere it is - to recognize: "I'm
fallen, I'm sinful and therefore I'm in need of HoCaitanya's mercy. | cannot trust my
own propensities, | cannot assume myself to be sgreat personality and | cannot
assume that the ideas that pop into my mind are@rgpufirectly from Krsna. | cannot
assume such things. | have to be very, very casltiou



So this is true for everyone, in all positions histKrsna consciousness movement. As |
said, Srila Prabhupada although he was... | mean,hawe no doubt about Srila
Prabhupada'’s position, but just see the exampleakagiving - he was presenting himself
to be simply a humble servant, apart from that &é ho qualification. So subjectively
this is how a devotee... and the spiritual mastéeaching that. This is, we could say, the
foremost lesson that the spiritual master has aghtehis disciples, that: "I'm nothing
special, I'm just a servant of Krsna". And thenalppting this attitude then one becomes
an instrument of Krsna, then Krsna can do sometitiyg that person. This is the whole
point.

And so actually the credit goes to Krsna - thighie understanding of the devotee,
whatever it is that is happening in my devotionaivie that is wonderful, that is
showing some success, some progress - that isaibks credit, Krsna is doing this. And
all I'm doing is I'm not standing in the way, I'mtrresisting, I'm not causing a problem
for what Krsna wants to do. But Krsna is so trandeatally kind that He doesn't leave it
at that - He wants to give credit to His devoteEkis is Krsna - He is, as Srila
Prabhupada says: "You take one step toward Krseatakes ten steps toward you".
Krsna is so grateful, He is not a miser.

This world... this is a dark, material world frooptto bottom. Actually this is why Krsna
has to descend into this world. He sggsla yada hi dharmasya glanir bhavati bharata
Now consider what does it mean. He says that fiome to time religion, reaflharma
diminishes andhdharma false religion becomes prominent and | have teceed into
this world to rectify the situation. What does thgan? That means even in the highest
planetary systems the residents there are bewilddyeut what is the real purpose of our
life. And that is a fact, that comes out so cledrwe read Krsna book, read about Lord
Brahma's kidnapping the friends and cows of Krgead about Lord Indra's trying to
destroy Vrndavan because they wouldn't performcaifga to him... You can see that
even in the topmost positions in this universe ttheyot understand fully what is the real
purpose of this life, which is to surrender andveeKrsna in love. Even THEY don't
understand. They may know all about Vedltarma the caturvarga - dharma, artha,
kama, moksa all these things, they may know but this acassence, again this point of
rasa- what is the driving taste for what we are doamgl that should be simply to please
Krsna. And that even they have problems with. Sxy thecome bewildered. Even they
sometimes are giving wrong instruction, even thayetimes are misleading people.

And so there is no one else who can actually segshstraight except Krsna and that's
why He has to come. So this world from Krsna's pahview is so dark. And the
residents from this world, even those who are cadistmong the demigods, they are so
flickering, so unsteady from Krsna's point of vie8o Krsna Himself has to come from
time to time to give everyone an injection of emilasm, to clear doubts out of
everyone's mind: "Hallo! Hare Krsna! It's Me, Krsiemember Me?" "Oh, yes, Lord
Krsna! Jaya! Yes, I'm Your servant”. So this wagiduch a dark place.

So how much grateful Lord Krsna feels when sommdj\entity finally says: "To hell
with all this". This is the meaningsarva dharman parityaja Lord Krsna says: "Give up



all thisdharmd. "I'm not going to listen anymore even to thecsdled great authorities,
even the great philosophers, the great sages,gpetulations about the meaning of life -
it's all so confusing. | just want to surrendeKisna, | just want to do what Krsna says.
in that I'm sure". We should just think like thishew grateful Lord Krsna feels in this
great circle of this universe, which is so dark andull of confusion, when there is here
and there and here and there a few living entitiee finally throw up their hands and
say: "No more speculation! I'm just going to sudento Krsna". And Krsna is so
grateful to that. And He wants to draw the attemtad all the others countless living
entities to them. They are the ones who are giémtefore in Bhagavad-gita Krsna calls
themmahatmas great soulsMahatmanas tu mam partha daivim prakrtim asritdhey
are the great soulSatatam kirtayanto mamthey are always engagedkimtan, always
engaged in glorifying Me. And Krsna wants to braasicthe glories of such devotees
throughout the whole world. Therefore He requesishsdevotees: "Please cooperate
with My plan - you have to take big position. I'org, | know you don't want to do it,
but you have to do this. This is My request".

And so in surrendering to Krsna one becomes Logh&s instrument and Krsna works
through that devotee. And people can see thisstirgceived... (break) ...who is writing
in response... Recently there was one article bynnigack to Godhead. So he read that
and he was writing to me that since 20 years orenhar has been involved in the New
Age esoteric scene - running metaphysical boolestiving seminars and workshops
and this and that. For 20 years or more. And healsasbeen a Life member of ISKCON
and he has been trying to chant 16 rounds, follour fegulative principles, study Srila
Prabhupada's books. But he has these other irgef®sthe was writing: "I was very
happy to read this article of yours in BTG becayse are showing the fallacy of this
channeling process". And actually he said: "Thisnis experience that although | have
interest in this kind of things I'll tell you quifeankly - | don't find anybody in this New
Age movement who comes anywhere near in persoiréugpqualities to even a serious
bhakta in ISKCON". There is such a difference - sone takes to Krsna consciousness,
even they are new, but if they take the procedsis#ly then, he was writing, they show
so much more advancement, tangible spiritual adceaeat, than someone who has spent
years and years in all these speculative, metagddysiirsuits.

So my point is that people can see that. Peopleezognize this immediately if they are
a little bit intelligent, that's what is requiredaljittle bit of intelligence, clear intelligence.
So they can see that the devotees are instrumeHKisma and this is what Krsna wants.
Krsna wants to impress the confused, bewildereditoned souls who are searching for
the truth in this path and that path and becomiogenand more lost. He wants them to
see His devotees and understand from their dissdcation: "Oh, here is one who has
actually attained the real purpose of life, who aewally gone through thaukti dvara
the door of liberation and is utilizing this humérm for what it is meant. And who
actually has this higher taste, transcendentad'tast

So this is the system of Lord Krsna for spreadihgkti pure devotion, throughout the
world. We are all servants of that system. I'm aitiing here because I'm doing what is
expected of me. So we are all in this together. Aretefore the ceremony today, the



Vyasapuja ceremony for the spiritual master, we should usided that this is what
Krsha wants us to do, all together, me too. | ditket it, but Krsna wants us to do this
and by doing this then Krsna is becoming very, \a&atiisfied with His devotees and is
bestowing His blessings upon us all so that webedter execute His mission. And if, on
the other side, agaimaraki buddhj if one in the name of whatever... we can be very
expert in thinking of so many reasons for minimigsuch a function as today: "Ah, it's
not important, uh...", putting it down, puttingdibwn. But then we are taking a great risk.
The sastraswarn us: "Watch out! You are in this human formifaf but if you misuse it,
cultivate naraki buddhi- putting down, minimizing the Deity, the spirituaaster, the
devotees, devotional service, then we are actugigning the door to hell. To some
people this may not sound reasonable but thettands in the Vedic scriptures, there it
is. The human form of life as | was saying this nieg, does have a mission, it does
have a mission. Today people are very expert ipgsing that every thing is open to
guestion, we don't know why we are here. As | gdidbes philosopher: "The human life
is not different than the life of an oyster. Soenare are with our minds and senses. We
don't know why we are here, it's actually not eiraportant”. They say from the cosmic
point of view it's not even important. But for usré in this human form of life our little
desires are important to us. So therefore we shacticbn them. We should just try to
fulfill our desires as best as we can in this Ikapwing that nothing makes any sense
anyway (laughs). It doesn't matter, you just linehis body so do what you can and you
die and it's all over anyway. So this is actuatly philosophy today. Whether people are
philosophers or not but they are following thislpsophy. They live their life according
to such an idea.

When | was doing this tour here in the universigesin... | forgot the place, but there
was such question... there was a couple of studehts were raising some kind of
challenge to what | was saying, they just didk# lit. They didn't like that | was saying
that the human life has a purpose and that purggose develop love of Godhead. And
they were trying to say: "Oh, this is what we haayway in our own church and now
you have come here and you are saying the samg'tl8o then | started to ask them:
"All right, forget about what I'm saying. What YQldink is important, what YOU think
life is meant for?" And then they were going: "Q@bu know, we don't think about that".
(laughs) And then [ said: "Well, all right, but tieeare a lot of people who do!"(laughs)
Like Albert Einstein - he was the one who said thatreal goal of my life is to find out
what is going on in the mind of God. So of coursasha scientist, he had his own way of
doing that but at least... Prabhupada used to ejapeeEinstein because at least he was
thinking about God in some way or other. And ha igreat man. When we look at the
greatest figures in history we find that they weoacerned with these problems. Not that
they were fortunate enough to meet a spiritual enemtd actually make progress on the
path ofbhakti yogabut at least in an intellectual, philosophical vilagy were concerning
themselves with what is the purpose of this huneam fof life, why we are here, what is
the goal. | was pointing to them: "You are tryimgraise an objection to what I'm saying
but you yourself have no contrary point to makeu Yust don't know and you think that's
enough. You know, it's just enough to say...thihiésthing to be honest - "I'm an oyster, |
don't know. (laughs) I'm a fool. So why you haveneohere? Why don't you be fool too?



Why have you come to tell us anything? You jusaldeol also”. (laughs) But this is not
very reasonable.

If we look at this world - this world is a slaugtiteuse! Is this really commendable - we
receive this human form of life and we are justngoio live it like goats. The goats are
the kind of creature that is meant to be slaugttere India the worshipers of Goddess
Kali or Lord Siva they cut the heads of goats amdsee also in the West in the Jewish
religion, in the Islam religion they are also killj goats - the favorite animal to slaughter,
to cut the throat. So this is tharma And what is the goat - it's just a poor, unfoeten
creature which just chew and looks for sex life,aglPrabhupada says, it will gaze at its
own destruction with unseeing eyes. In these rligiceremonies where they are killing
goats, so they have a line of goats and the ofreim is getting its head cut off. And the
other standing behind are just looking on, chewifigey can see it but it doesn't mean
anything, they don't understand that in one minlltbe there, the knife will be on my
throat - "Uh, 1 don't know", chewing. And if thelean opportunity for sex they have sex
right there, right at the place where the goatdareg killed.

So this is the misfortune of this age - that theme more than six billions human beings
but the vast majority are like goats. They cantbe& own destruction all around them
and they think it's enough... "All right, I'm going be slaughtered. So what? But if | can
chew on something, if | can have a little sex liéeittle bit of intoxication in the
meantime then I've lived a good life (laughs). Bis is most unfortunate. Lord Krsna,
Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu are being so compassiomhty want these living entities
to see what is the actual purpose of the human &dhtherefore this great mission has
been given to us, to those of us who have brokemydvom that goat civilization and
have declared ourselves to try at least to sergad&in this lifetime. So then we have this
mission given to us. And by doing it, Lord Krsnad8es His devotees. As He says: "You
do this, I'll protect you and I'll bring you backre, back to Godhead". He says: "There
is no servant more dear to Me than those who tpreach”. These assurednesses He has
given to us.

OK, so | thank you very much. And now is your tusm't it?
Hare Krsna!



