UPAKHYANE UPADESA

Instructive Stories
from
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura

A Lesson on Geometry

There was once a poor widow who, through greatdiapgd was struggling to bring up her
only son. As she realised that he was her only Hop#e future, she appointed a tutor
for him although she would sometimes have to bortieevmoney to pay for the tuition
fees.

Once, after being promoted to class VIl, the boys eing taught Geometry by the
teacher in English. As soon as the boy read out, ltiLet ABC be a triangle”, the boy’s
mother rushed into the classroom and screamee &t #cher thus :

“This boy is supposed to be advancing in his stdier being raised to class VII, but
you are still teaching him ABC - he learned alkthihen he was an infant - and to think |
am paying you 10 rupees a month! From today yeunarlonger required here. You are
only fit for teaching a primary school if all yoartteach is ABC!”

The widow’s outburst was so violent that it left @ope for the teacher to argue and he
was compelled to leave the place.

PURPORT
The arguments put forward by persons desiring oth@n Krsna consciousness, along
with the karmis, jnanis, yogisascetics and the like, including so-called religiou
communities, are similar to those expressed bydew. They say, “We have become
totally worthless through serving all the time st world”. This sort of slave-like
mentality is the root cause of all troubles. If were to accept servitude even after
entering into the domain of religion, and to se@&edhead in complete servitude even
after liberation, then how will we advance? Onlyanhwe are ignorant, and conditioned
under illusion, then our slave mentality is intdéiesi. But upon liberation, the realisation
“aham brahmasithat “I amBrahmari should be developed. Upon listening to such an
argument, pure devotees will argue that devotiosewice to Godhead is the eternal
position of all conscious living entities. Such dgen, when cultivated through different
stages of performing devotional servicgaghana bhak}j ecstatic devotion bhava
bhakt), and loving devotion pfema bhak)i , confirms verily the eternal utility of
devotion itself.
Servitude to Lord Krsna while performing devotioragtivities is known asadhana
bhakti (performing devotion), whereas intimate servitudeservice to Sri Krsna, after
liberated realisation, iprema bhakti(loving devotion). Service to Godhead in the
liberated stage is irresistible serviegpfatihata seva



A,B,C,D or ka-kha-ga-ghamay be practised while learning the alphabet oa th
elementary level; then again even after becomiegtdpmost man of letters, one has to
cultivate the variegatedness and artistic delicddiat very alphabet.

Those who are impersonalists, speculate just hieewidow as narrated in this story,

advocating that A,B,C,D should only be practiseccbyjdren in the elementary level and

that these letters are of no use to any learnesbper

It is not that servitude to Sri Krsna should beed#fl only during devotional performance,
but it must be renewed even upon attaining pedacthrough liberation as service to

Lord Krsna is our eternal profession. Servitudesenvice offered to Lord Krsna is our

eternal profession. Servitude or service offeretldal Krsna after attaining the stage of
liberation is to be considered as real and the medect form of service. Servitude to

illusion (Maya) and servitude to Lord Sri Krsna should neverdes@ered equal.

The Exploding Frog

There was once a frog that lived in a pond. One kdayson happened to see an elephant
near a tank. The baby frog returned to it's motheat enthusiastically told her, “Mother,
today | saw a huge animal!”

The mother frog asked, “Really? How big was thereat?”

The baby frog replied, “Oh, it was much bigger tlyan are.”

The frog puffed up her body and asked, “This muigigdr?”

The baby replied, “Oh no, much bigger.”

The mother puffed up her body more and asked, “Evismrmuch bigger?”

Her child replied, “No, no mother, much bigger tihat.”

In this way the mother frog gradually puffed up bedy more and more and each time
the baby-frog would continue to tell her, “muchdeg, much bigger”.

Finally, while trying to puff up her body beyonanii, the frog’s belly exploded with a
big bang.

PURPORT
The insignificant living entities who consider theslves as para-brahma” (para =
supreme,brahma = Absolute Being), or as if nothing is equal to greater than
themselves in spite of the fact that they're simplisconceived insignificant entities
constitutionally engaged in devotional servicegtakfancy to be equal in perfection with
a liberated soul. They are usually destroyed lipeiffed-up frog due to their false ego.
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has said :

jnani jivanmukta dasa painu kari mane /
vastutah buddhi suddha nahe krsna-bhakti vine //

mayadhisa mayavasa, isvare jive bhed /
hena jive isvara-sah kaha ta’ abhed //



prabhu kahe-visnu visnu iha na kahiva /
jivahame ‘krsna’-jnan kobhu na koriva //

sannyasi - cit-kana jiva, kirana-kana-sama /
sadoisvaryapuna krsna hoy suyopama //

jiva, isvara-tattva-kobhu nahe ‘sama’ /
jvaladagnirasi jaiche sphulingera ‘kana’ //

jei mudha kahe, -jiva isvara hoy ‘sama’ /
sei ta’ ‘pasandi’ hoy, dande tare yama //

“There are many philosophical speculators ( jnab&pnging to theMlayavadaschool
who consider themselves liberated and call thereselMarayana. However their
intelligence is not purified unless they engag&iisna’s devotional service.Caitanya -
caritamrta - Madhya Lila 24.29

“The Lord is the master of the potencies, and ithied entity is the servant of them. That
is the difference between the Lord and the livingjtg. However, you declare that the
Lord and the living entities are one and the sarftéc’- Madhya Lila 6.162

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu immediately exclaimed, fdisVisnu! Do not call Me the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. A jiva cannot becknsna at any time. Do not even
say such a thing!”

“A sannyasi in the renounced order is certainlyt pad parcel of the complete whole, just
as a shining molecular particle of sunshine is pad parcel of the sun itself. Krsna is
like the sun, full of six opulences, but the liviagtity is only a fragment of the complete
whole.”

“’A living entity and the Absolute Personality ofo@head are never to be considered
equal, just as a fragmental spark can never beidsmesl the original flame.” Cc -
Madhya Lila18.111-113)

“A foolish person who says that the Supreme Petggrad Godhead is the same as the
living entity is an atheist, and he becomes suligegunishment by the superintendent of
death, Yamaraja."Gc - Madhya Lila 18.115)

N.B.

By narrating this fable of the exploding frog, &riBhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami
Prabhupada used to instruct that it is better ta gpod man than to be a big one. “l am
Brahaman” “I am siddha , “I am Vaisnava” , “I ampanditd , “I am self - realized” -
this sort of false ego is the root cause of théefakntities’ bondage. One who is
enlightened with pure devotion for Sri Hari, neeenceives himself to be the lord of this
material nature or the enjoyer of this material ldioas a great worker, a great preacher,
and the like. Such a person should realize hinaseifsignificant as eternal dust-particles
under the feet of his spiritual master and of fa#l Yaisnavas. He possesses a very candid
humility all the time in his heart. A living entitgan never bgara-brahma just as
Ravana can never be Lord Sri Ramachandra.



The “Golden” Stone Pot

A wealthy landlord called upon a goldsmith in hikage and requested him while giving
him a lump of pure gold, “You are to make a nicé foo my milk with this gold. You
should not make it in any way impure by mixing &myd of alloy in it.”

The goldsmith agreed, “Yes sir”, and went away it gold-lump.

Thus getting a lump of pure gold in his possegsihe goldsmith was tempted to steal
it. However, he apprehended that he would be pedisly the landlord if he cheated him
entirely, so he made up a plan to prepare a stoherul gold-plate it so that he would not
be accused of stealing the gold.

When the goldsmith took the gold-plated stonetpothe landlord, the landlord asked
him in great astonishment, “What is this thing y@ave brought?”

The goldsmith replied, “O sir! This is a golden pdtave made it with hard labour.”
The landlord said,” Are you joking? This is a stqus!”
The goldsmith told him, “O sir, this is a ‘goldestone pot.

PURPORT
Those who consider casteism among the Vaisnavassifging them as brahmana-
Vaisnavas, ksatriya-Vaisnavas, vaisya-Vaisnavasjrasdaisnavas, or as candala-
Vaisnavas, simply indulge in a speculative infeeeas "golden” stone pot. Either one
should be considered as Vaisnava', or as brahrkaatiiya, vaisya, or sudra. Either one
should call it a "golden pot', or a "stone potango-cake (amsatva) must be prepared from
mango itself, and no one can call something ‘marace’ if it is made of “jackfruit'
(knathaler amsatva). Similarly, it would be wraegminology to ascribe the quality of a
sudra to a Vaisnava. Whenever one is acceptee #o Waisnava', then it is confirmed that
he does not belong to any mundane social clagsiiicauch as brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya,
sudra or low-born candala and the like, nor evemdhlior non-Hindu. Any terminology
such as "Hindu-Vaisnava' or "Yavana-Vaisnava'teriytabsurd and also offensive.

“Yes, No, Very Good”

A simple villager picked up some English througstdning. He memorized only a few

English words, such as "Yes' and "No', and "Vepdgdut he never attempted seriously to
understand the application of these words in thegrcontext. He only knew that a sort of
respect for an "English-speaking' person couldttaénad by using those words in front of
people.

Once a few dacoits made a plan to commit a mundertizen escape making it look as if
that villager had been the culprit.

When the villager was brought to the law court, jtidge asked him in Bengali, "Did you

commit the murder ?"



The foolish villager thought that if he could speaine English in front of the judge, then
the judge might have great respect for him, comsigehim to be a follower of Western
culture, and thus he may be relieved from the atleg of murder.

Contemplating thus, the villager replied to theged'Yes!"

The judge asked, "Was there anyone else with you?"

Promptly the villager replied, "No!"

Then the judge said, "Do you realise that you aNe to go to jail?"

Now the villager thought that he should put forth protest against such an injustice by
applying his last resort. In order to confirm thatwas a perfect gentleman, and that he did
not commit the murder, and that he should nevethb@vn in prison, he replied to the
judge's question, saying, "Very good!"

PURPORT
Even in the field of devotional service, many peopiten deliver a lot of scriptural quotes
in a parrot-like fashion, without proper undersiagdof the instructions, religious
terminology and the injunctions that they receivent the pure devotees. They simply
hanker for respect from the people in that manner.
But eventually their position becomes similar katt of this villager. In the case the
scriptural quotes and authoritative injunctionsraweproperly assimilated and digested, the
righteous community never appreciates them. Itsis aot possible to be released from the
clutches of ‘'maya’ or illusion through such a pdike verbiage.
It is often observed in pubic meetings, assemblespopular mundane literature that many
so-called "men-of-letters of modern civilisationlider such ludicrous verbosity on the
subjects of devotion, devotees, and the Supremé&éaod Pure devotees simply consider
those deliberations similar to those of the villageentioned above, who did not realize
anything beyond “Yes, No, Very good. ‘Those persares ultimately destined to suffer
imprisonment under the merciless clutches of ‘maya’

Honey and the Foolish Bumblebee

Once a bumblebee saw a transparent glass bottlef fabney, and it wanted to enjoy the
contents. Without realising that the honey was mEdy the glass bottle, the foolish bee
tried again and again to relish it.

Sitting upon the bottle, the bee concluded findtigt it had relished the honey. In fact, it
could not even touch the honey, not to speak afhiel its sweetness. The bee was simply
self-deceived.

PURPORT
The materialistic persons and commonplace so-cattgshavites believe that they have
relished the nectar of devotion. In fact, they cawt even discover the source of
transcendental mellows of devotion, Lord Krsna.



In modern times, some people while listening lanting and performing musical
recitations of the compositions of such stalwaks Candidas, Vidyapati and the like on
the pastimes of Lord Sri Krsna, believe that thayehrelished the transcendental mellows
of love from Lord Sri Krsna. In fact, they neveacé the province of Lord Sri Krsna's
pastimes or His transcendental mellows.

Some awful religious renegade and turbulent lelddte Kalapahadh, the notorious
iconoclast, may think that they can demolish andtrdg Deities and temples of the
Supreme Godhead, or some egotistic so-called presachay boast of finding out quite a
good number of faults and discrepancies in the salptures like Srimad Bhagavatam and
Srimad Bhagavad Gita!

Even Ravana, the great king of demons, intendeabtluct Sita Devi with an idea of
enjoying her. In fact, they could not even havedaklat the object of their lust and desire,
not to speak of touching them. Ravana simply deckiimself by abducting only the
shadow-form of Sita Devi and failed in his attertgpénjoy her.

If anyone tears up a map of India in anger aatbiesy, and thinks that he has destroyed
the entire state of India, then it is nothing big foolishness. Similarly, people who are
inclined to go against Sri Hari and the spirituasters including all Vaisnavas, under the
illusory materialistic knowledge, simply exposertiselves as the most foolish entities on
this earth.

Sri Caitanyadeva has said:
aprakrta vastu nahe prakrta gocar /
vede puranete ei kahe nirantar //

"Spiritual substance is never within the jurcdidin of the material conception. This is
always the verdict of the Vedas and Puranas.”
(®dadhya Lila 9.195)

Seeing the Sun in the Night

A fanciful landlord once became very anxious totbeesun in a new-moon night sky. The
flattering sycophants of the landlord said, "When,your lord, desires, it must be fulfilled.
We should set up in this world such an exemplasdd® that everyone will glorify you

and follow the same example.”

Flattering thus, one of the sycophants brouglat liruge lantern and held it up towards the
sky, saying, "Look here, my lord, can you see the?s

Two other sycophants then pleaded, "The sun tamnseen in such a little amount of
light from one lantern. Let us arrange for ten esoof candle-power lighting.”

So even that was arranged for, as the landlositede Some of the scientific-minded
friends of the landlord made an attempt to showsthe to the landlord with the help of
powerful electric lighting arrangement. But all Buefforts made by the scientists concerned
were simply in vain.

Then a considerate person who was present tkplaireed to the landlord that he could
never see the sun in the night even if all theteteleghting arrangements in the world were



assembled together -it would simply be a wastagsowfer, money and time. So, he must
wait till sunrise to see the sun. Only with thephef sunshine can one see the sun. The sun
can never be seen with the help of any other@atfiight.

PURPORT
Similarly, every attempt of the materialistic scists, archaeologists, and other people
under illusion, to see and realize the eternal foftihe transcendental Supreme Lord, full
of bliss and knowledge, with the help of so-caledndane knowledge acquired through
material senses and speculative reasoning, isseffiyleceiving.

As the sun can never be seen in the night evtintiie help of hundreds of artificial
lighting arrangements, similarly, the constitutibftam of Lord Sri Hari and the spiritual
master and the Vaisnavas is never visible througidieds of attempts with the help of
so-called mundane knowledge acquired by the matsreses of the living entities.

As the sun is visible only in the sunlight, ieation of the truly constitutional forms of
Lord Sri Hari, guru or the Vaisnava, will only begsible under their mercy. The spiritual
master can not be assessed through a slighted stad@ing. Any living being
conditioned under illusionary mentality can not makproper assessment of Lord Krsna,
the Supreme Controller of illusion and of the réaisnava who is conversant with Krsna
Consciousness.

A Family for the Gita

Once a renounced spiritual master presented higptiiswith the copy of the holy Gita,
advising him to study the book all the time. Thscple started study of the Gita sitting
inside a cave on the Vindhya Hills.

A small mouse in the cave started eating the pafighe Gita everyday. Thus being
extremely perturbed with the mischief caused bynioeise, the disciple brought a kitten
from a nearby village. Then milk was required fog thaintenance of the kitten.
Considering all the related problems of acquiringkraveryday, the need for keeping a
cow was very strongly felt by the disciple. By tjrace of the Lord, a kind-hearted person
gifted one cow. Now an anxiety for maintaining tteav loomed large in the heart of the
disciple. So that the cow might stay safely andfootably, the renounced disciple built a
barn with much labour and effort.

Thereafter came the anxiety for day-to-day care raathtenance of the cow, providing
her with regular fodder and water. Over and abbi® the renounced disciple was very
much anxious about spoiling his devotional perfaroes while caring for the cow, and
as such he decided to appoint a cowherd.

The cowherd took charge of maintaining the cowt tBen, who was going to feed the
cowherd, and look after his duties regularly? Siteramuch deliberation finally the
anxious sannyasi got married.

Gradually, his family swelled up. He acquired vagiperty, manpower and a big place.
The sannyasi thus became an out-and-out family teaning aside his study of the Gita.

After a long lapse of time, his spiritual mastéling to find out his disciple's

whereabouts, happen to come to the front of theipless place. Looking at the material



opulence, and the host of family members of thegasi, he asked him, "What is all this
?II

Then the disciple submitted everything with faldends in front of his spiritual master,
"O master, this is the family | had to build up tbe sake of your Gita, you remember ?"

PURPORT
A truly Krsna conscious person should not incretise magnitude of his wants and
requirements to the name of ‘yukta-vairagya' (prommunciation). A living entity
engaged in devotional service should never condideself to be equal in status and
position with a perfectly liberated great soul.
One who is engaged in devotional service, eithea asnnyasi or as a grhastha, must
adhere strictly to the scriptural injunction whigbrescribes thus: ‘yavannirvaha
pratigraha' - he should endeavour only for that mudich is essentially required in
favour of worshipping Sri Hari. His material acties should neither be excessive, nor
very scanty as either of them leads to diversiomfspiritual upliftment.
Persons undertaking the rigours of celibacy (bratame), seclusion (vanaprastha), and
renunciation (sannyasi) as their ways of livingdasa) and so staying in a secluded holy
place such as a math, away from home for engrogsiegselves in the devotional
services to Lord Sri Hari, might also find themsahentangled in such a family' for the
sake of the Gita, in case they become enchantdd thé thoughts of daily wants and
requirements, thus deceiving themselves in the nainfi@vouring devotional services to
Lord Sri Hari. So, an honest person must be care@must not fall under the clutches of
illusory energy (maya) while pretending to acquie@ourable objects for devotional
services to Sri Hari. The material senses are awirsty for objects of sense
gratification.
Pretending to attain perfection through carefuibteining and adhering to myriads of
injunctions from great liberated souls, our wickeghischievous, uncontrollable,
extroverted mind along with it's propensities, enarirs to acquire gratifying objects
falsely ascribing them as favourable to devotiosatvice to Sri Hari, while taking
recourse to hypocritical diplomatic demeanours.
Many of us become highly attracted to material kizolge. In the name of studying
scriptures or learning erudition !
We become much attached to physical comfort ammlitadependant wife and children
through self-deception of undergoing family lifetvia plea to observe “yukta-vairagya'
(proper renunciation) and offering devotional seegito Lord Sri Hari simultaneously.
Even after becoming a sannyasi, a bramhacari, aaKisonscious grhastha or a
vanaprastha, many of us desire to attain matexaltation and fame and we try to lord it
over everything. This will cause us utter spiritdabtruction.

It is therefore most essential to pray for theaypef pure honest devotees, constantly
keeping ourselves in their uncontaminated associatvith complete loyalty and
allegiance and thus exposing before them all owgivings so that we may be blessed
with their inestimable guidance.



“There Runs the Thief!”

There was once a village that was plagued withteomsheft. The villagers were unable
to detect the thief in spite of all efforts. Wheee the people were alerted, the thief
would run away. A hue and cry would be raisedHgypgeople, and the villagers gathered
only to be disappointed.

Finally, the headman in the village called &lirthe victims of the theft individually
and questioned them in confidence. Upon a thraaghiry, he discovered that one
particular person was found to be present and asxio find out the thief every time
there had been a crime.

The village headman became suspicious at thiwidence. Therefore he devised a
plan and advised the village guard to keep an ey&he suspected person at his house
from midnight and report his movements. The headinianself was also carefully
watching the guard and regularly supervised higedut

One night the guard saw the suspect coming foisdhouse at about 2 o’ clock, hiding
a burglar’s tool for house-breaking under his shawl

As the guard followed him, making sure that les\widden from view, he observed the
suspected man breaking through the wall of a elfaghouse with the help of a burglar’s
tool. After a while, the house owner started stieg, “Thief, thief!!”, and the guard
watched as the suspected man came out of the otsthe stolen goods and hurriedly
entered into the nearby jungle.

When the villagers gathered as usual after thesén owner started screaming for help,
the suspected man came out of the opposite sitleegfingle and innocently joined the
crowd of villagers inquiring about the incident.e Wvas just pretending to look for the
thief and running up and down in all directionshu$ coming across the village guard
patrolling nearby, he caught hold of him and sthgieouting, “Here is the burglar, here is
the burglar!”.

Attracted by his screaming, the people gatharednd them and started jeering at the
guard, taking him to be the burglar. Some of thegre preparing to beat him.

Luckily, the village headman appeared on the gppa appeasing them, he took the
guard to the side and asked him to give a compégiert on the incident. He advised
some other villagers to observe the reactionsefrthn who was the real culprit.

Thereafter, he proceeded towards the jungldirasted by the guard, along with other
people, while the thief repeatedly asked them, “Wmyearth are you going into the
jungle for the burglar? On this dark night, thaalssrinfested jungle is most dangerous.
No burglar can hide himself in there, for sure !”

When everyone was walking into the jungle, djarding his constant grumbling, the
man started gradually backing away with the ideauohing off. It appeared from his
face that he was greatly frightened.

Eventually, the jewellery box which the thiefdneaken from the villager's house was
found in the jungle along with the burglar’s todt was then crystal-clear to everyone
present that the man complaining was the burghaséif, and so the crowd ran out of the
jungle and started chasing him. As he was runaingy, they all shouted out, “There
goes the thief. there goes the thief!”.



The cunning thief also started shouting whianing, “There goes the thief, there
goes the thief’, and pointing to all the innoceasgers-by, he got away by creating an
utter confusion.

PURPORT
There is no dearth of such mischievous atheistsgrttte people. they constantly malign
the real protectors of the society who are likeclwaten, and harass those great souls who
are truly and selflessly benevolent to common peamhly to tarnish their reputation by a
vile attempt to prove those saintly persons agvis’ and the like.

In all Vedic literature, Gita, Bhagavata, Upauis etc., it has been specifically
advocated that this material world belongs to tbpr&me Lord, he is the proprietor of
everything, and one who does not offer everythingthe Supreme Lord for His
satisfaction through preaching His glories and Huy name, simply devours His
property for one’s own sense gratification, andwash, he is a thief.

Such a thief is always endeavouring to indichtg any person who is preaching the
holy name of the Supreme Godhead, and going froor tio door in order to wake
everyone up from their illusory state of living,asly worthless, idle and a thief of social
wealth. This is just like the motivated tendencwothief who points to a sadhu as if he is
running away from a burglary.

This is the normal practice we find in this age&ali. the famous poet Tulasi das wrote
long ago thus:

corko chode sadhko bandhe, pathikko lagaoe phansi /
dhanya kalijug teri tamasa, duhkh lage aor hasi //

“The real thief is released, the saintly persotiegd up, and the passer-by is hanged - all
glories to Kali yugas, such is your great joke traates pity as well as laughter.”

Some traders who deal in so-called religiony lsariptures, Gita, Bhagavata, and the
Deities of Godhead as their economic professigniarequate selfless preachers of the
holy name of Lord Hari and the preaching of reahthapersons as an illicit greed for
money like a professional person.

They used to say mischievously that one shootdnly condemn materialistic persons
when even the saintly persons need money. Intiastjs just like branding a watchman
as a burglar.

Money collected by saintly persons for the welfaf the entire world in favour of
preaching the holy name of Lord Sri Hari, is notamiefor spending on maintenance of
family members like a professional family-man, ar findulging in some illicit
misdemeanour, or personal sense gratification.

Real saintly persons collect money and useselyi That money is very carefully spent
in preaching the holy name and opulences of thgnai proprietor and the Lord of the
goddess Laksmi in order to ensure eternal welfarallt atheistic, conditioned living
entities of this material world.

In fact, persons who try to steal the wealthihef Lord of Laksmi, make an attempt to
confuse common people by creating a false hue gnidlygpointing at real saintly persons
and showing - “There goes the thief, there goesthied!” The envious impersonalists



only make an attempt to hide themselves with timsiate polluted character by shouting
out at the saintly persons, “thief, thief!”

“All Glories to Balam Rice and Cow Ghee!”

There was once a landlord in whose house no seoaatl ever continue to work for
long. the landlord used to appoint new servaniguieatly and they would leave the job
only after a few days. The landlord was much pb#gdrat this. it was almost impossible
for him to maintain the household work without asyvants.

One day he was lamenting to one of his friefldew unfortunate | am! Not even a
single servant could stay! What'’s the solution?”

Then the friend advised the landlord, “If ydwollow my advice, then your servant
won'’t leave you even if you want to get rid of hiMou recruit any servant and feed him
with a fine variety of Balam rice with cow ghee ¢&ia day. After maintaining him in this
manner for six months, then you can give him anglaf job you desire.”

The landlord did as his friend advised. Aftelisteng Balam rice with ghee for six
months, no other variety of rice was palatableisoservant. Then the landlord, after the
lapse of six long month, started pressuring theaserwith all sorts of rigorous jobs. The
servant thereafter started making complaints tocagsestants of the landlord, “I'm going
elsewhere if so much pressure is continued to bempme.”

In this way whenever there was a little more worklo, the servant used to say, “l won’t
stay here any longer.”

One day the landlord told him, “Go wherever yeant!” the servant looked for some
alternative job elsewhere, but he could not haeesttisfaction of fine variety Balam rice
and cow ghee.

At last he came back helplessly to the housakeofandlord and continued to stay for a
long time. But whenever there was some additiormakiead, he used to go elsewhere for
relief, but as soon as he remembered the satisfacfi Balam rice and cow ghee, he
would immediately return to the landlord’s housd ased to say that he had developed a
sentiment for the landlord and that's why he washlato stay anywhere else in peace.

After a few years, when the landlord happenedhe®t his friend, he shouted out in
great joy, “All glories to Balam rice, and cow ghee

PURPORT

This anecdote gives us a moral about the influeeeomen, money and reputation, for
which people are desirous. It is very difficultfiod a person willing to offer causeless
devotional service to Lord Hari in this world. Nat single person wants to stay
steadfastly in the devotional institution of Lord &rsna’s family environment. Only
motivated with material sense gratification and dame desires for a few days, some
would like to pretend to offer services in Lord Kass family and then would revert to
different aspects of material gain, position, aggutation, religion, wealth, fruitive work
or liberation to satisfy their thirst for sensetdreation.

With a view to attracting such persons by allame and to enlighten them of their
latent potential, all benevolent spiritual mast@nsnge for Balam rice and ghee to feed



them. In other words, spiritual masters make eatigmpt to retain those truant persons
within the family environment of Lord Krsna by wajf providing various sorts of
position and reputation for them. In the beginnsugh persons may often play truancy
by going away from Lord Krsna’s family, but whereyhcontinue to receive some award,
prestige, position. honour etc. in the form of Balaice and ghee or the like, then some
of them pretend to show up some sort of s

oft sentiment towards the landlord or the spiritmaister. Thereafter such persons are not
likely to go away even if they are asked to. Tferes all glories to Balam rice and cow
ghee!

The earnest enterprise on the part of the laddiar the performance of his essential
services is tantamount to the earnest desire pirdusl master or a sincere devotee to
satisfy Lord Sri Gauranga, whereas the servanveig well comparable to all sorts of
servitors who pretend to serve their spiritual mssin a firm attitude, and Balam rice
with cow ghee may rightly be thought of as a serstdesire for position, honour, and
reputation.

Lalu and Kalu

A grocer had two sons - Lalu and Kalu. He wantesitho learn basic measurements on a
weighing scale and as such, he entrusted his baysutor.

The boys were so unruly and naughty that a numbtitors proved themselves unable
to impart this minimum instruction to them.

Finally, the grocer had to declare that he wailg away a half of his grocery business
to anyone who could educate his two sons in numigets one hundred at least.

Those two boys were, however, full of so mangesithat they became addicted to
smoking even though they were still infants.

A poor old brahmana being allured by the lucrative offer, undertodie tjob of
teaching them. Their father made a very stringergngement so that the boys would
always stay with their tutor.

One day, Lalu and Kalu went out for a strollrgjowith their tutor. As they were
walking, they came across a cow and the tutor askkd “Could you say how many legs
this cow has ?”

Lalu started counting the cow’s legs - one, tthoge ..... All of a sudden, Kalu stopped
his brother by closing his brother’'s mouth with hand, saying, “O brother! Don’t count
- he will try to cleverly teach you numbers.” Laherefore stopped counting as he could
realize the crafty teaching method of his tutor.

Another day, Lalu and Kalu were taking resbire room, along with their tutor. Both
of them started snoring as if they were in deeppsleo that the tutor may take them to be
in deep slumber.

Their tutor, noting that his pupils were asledgcided that he would also take rest.
After a while, Lalu and Kalu began trying to asaertif the tutor was asleep and being
assured, they got up, and went outside to smokketio heart’'s content. After finishing
their cigarettes, they returned to the room antepded to be sleeping again.



After a while, when the tutor woke up, he snaktrong odour of smoke inside the
room. Immediately he roused the boys from theieépl’ and started inquiring about the
smell. His suspicions were confirmed when he srdgheir hands.

Lalu and Kalu continued to defend themselvegngr “O sir, we fell asleep before you,
we are just waking up now. How could we be smoksif} But it's possible that some
rascal was smoking with the help of our hands witlour knowledge while we were fast
asleep.

PURPORT

Those who are determined to accept no advigestnuction for their self-development,
are reflected in the mode of character as revealédese two cunning boys, Lalu and
Kalu. Quite often, many of us do not like to pay &eed to the messages and injunctions
in our daily activities, only because of our apgms$ion that they might lead us to a
domain of peace and welfare.

Just like Lalu and Kalu, the majority of commpeople never accept the way to real
welfare and happiness - they would prefer a pretanef keeping the association of
saintly persons while continuing their activitielssense gratification in wealth, women,
and wine.

It is because we are unable to give up our hyppand sense of foolish individualism
and independence that saintly persons fail to leado real wisdom. Whenever our
spiritual master sees our inclination to such uniyoactivities, we make an attempt to
defend ourselves with a false plea that we areewaily interested in such activities and
that it is merely that some unscrupulous religioussocial leaders have forced us to
become engrossed in them.

By nature, all mischievous persons act like #md they put all the blame upon others
in order to conceal their faults. they try to pmjéheir thirst of sense gratification onto
honest persons.

Rowing Along the Wind

A landlord once had a sycophantic servant, who waly interested in grabbing
something for hid own sense gratification by flatig his master.

One day the landlord asked the sycophant, “Cgaoidtell me what kind of vegetable is
the potato?”

The sycophant replied with an uneasy gesture@ddd hands before the landlord, “O
Lord! | pray that your honour may please narraterthture of potato. Please let us hear
your wise words on this matter.”

Then the landlord said, “Potato is the mostaialis of all vegetables in this present
age.”

Even before the landlord could finish his statemthe sycophant butted in, “Yes, my
Lord! Really delicious! Excellently delicious,gasantly delicious, highly tasteful and
dainty! It is said that this round potato - boiledice, boiled in water, fried, mixed up in
a subiji, put in a soup or dahl, either in picklendionent, or in rich gravy, or kofta -



everywhere in every recipe, this round potato isipnesent! Is there any other vegetable
comparable to it? It is simply second to noneyparalleled!!”

Then the landlord rejoindered, “Whatever you, saghould like to assert that potato is
very agitating and very dull, in spite of the féuat it is tasteful.

Immediately the sycophant blustered, “O yes ,ldod sure. It is a really agitatingly
agitating vegetable, very hot, excessively passeneery difficult to cool down. My
lord! We are being plagued by a new wave of unkndgeases nowadays! These are all
due to this round potato. All sorts of flatulenchplera, diarrhoea, diabetes, phthisis are
resulting form this round potato - do you know, foyd ? Potato is certainly the root
cause of all these troubles.”

The landlord then asked his fawning servant, “Wiat is your opinion of eggplant?”
The sycophant replied, “O lord , let us first hgaw, please. What is eggplant like?

The landlord began, “There is nothing bad aboutggplant! As far as | know, eggplant
is a nice vegetable.”

Again the servant spoke, “Yes lord! Let us laikt; there is hardly another beautiful
vegetable like it. What else is required when wetge pieces of fried eggplant? Then
even butter is not comparable to it! When one hathing else in the house, only one
piece of eggplant could serve the purpose of miainia prestige of a householder - you
can roast it, fry it, cook it in aubji, prepare a chutney - any way you like - that egdplan
proves itself somewhat extraordinary among all tedgles. Still among all varieties of
eggplant, takéaphaeggplant - an excellent creation of the suprenthgad indeed!”

After hearing all this, the landlord replied, rfighow, there is no nutritious value in an
eggplant.

The sycophant said, “O my lord ,off cause! Thattsyt is called be-guri which means
“no value at potential value, bbegan the eggplant is much more inferior to that. An
eggplant gives more itching trouble in the moutantlany wild turnip or Kocu' root!
Eggplant is the root cause of so many troublesplang carries eternal bad luck. That's
why it is often roasted before serving!”

The landlord then retorted saying, “You're aystrange fellow! When | say ‘Potato is
good ‘ you also repeat,’ Yes, potato is very goaaid when | say ‘it is bad’ , then you
also start pleading that it is very, very bad. Wheaid , ‘Eggplant is good’, then your
appreciation for eggplant knew no bounds. Whernd, seggplant is bad’ deprecating it
as if it should never be considered as a vegetdde't you possess any personal
integrity?’

With folded hands and faltering voice the syapghexplained, “O my lord! Please
have mercy, please forgive my offences. But, terisaful, | am not a servant of a potato,
nor of an eggplant - I am simply your servant, orgll Whatever you say, my lord, | must
say likewise. Potato will not provide me with a wauacket every month, and eggplant is
not going to give me a job for my livelihood. | amur servant, so my lord’s voice should
be my voice

PURPORT
Some people always row with the wind for their oamvantage, and express their
concocted opinions only motivated by their own isklfdesires for gaining reputation.
Sometimes they pretend to be devotees of Lord &itafya, or patriots, social leaders, or



simply unmindful lovers, or many other disguiseasiBally they are impersonalists, or in
other words, they do not believe in the eternay malme, form, qualities, associates and
pastimes of the Supreme Lord.

Any appreciation or eulogising of Lord Sri Caya expressed by such persons is
simply their verbal expression, as they are anximupose themselves as “devotees”
before the common people.

Many such persons eulogise Lord Sri Caitanyadeétlaan ulterior motive of attracting
some sort of honour and respect from a large contgnahVaisnavas. But they are not at
all interested in relishing the nectar of true nastions bestowed by Lord Sri
Caitanyadeva who deprecated such renowned ideslageBuddhism, Sankaracarya
philosophy, and the doctrines of fruitive work, ndane knowledge and meditational
yogic philosophy. Those motivated persons do notpic Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s
advice to worship Lord Visnu only and to considérather forms of demigods and
goddesses as subordinate to Lord Visnu. Nor cagy émelorse wholeheartedly the
devotional practices of religion, wealth, lust, diberation.

This only happens because as there are margwkalé of Lord Sri Caitanyadeva,
similarly there exits a number of fanatics in theelof Sri Sankaracarya, Buddha,
Madhvira Jina, Kumarila Bhatta, Kapila the atheasid the like, who preached non-
devotional doctrines among the people.

In this event, all motivated persons considebanheficial to  their self-interest of
earning name, fame and reputation to preach th&ides of other communities than
those of Sri Caitanyadeva, since these non-dewatioommunities command a wide
populace.

Those who are devoid of the real urge for iniggirinto the realm of eternal and
absolute truth will always hush up the basic doesi as propagated by Lord Sri
Caitanyadeva. These people are neither sincemwetk of Lord Sri Caitanyadeva, nor of
Sri Sankaracarya. In fact they are basically opmasts trying to gratify their senses.

These opportunists are of the opinion that dalttrines are good”, but their real nature
is exposed whenever it is clearly proved that thes Ifor Lord Sri Krsna can never be
equated with the non-devotional practices for gajrpositions in the fields of religion,
mundane wealth, material enjoyment, and liberatiom the cycle of birth, death, old
age and disease.

Any attempt in synthesizing all doctrines irresfive of their intrinsic merit is a
hypocrisy. this was very boldly expressed by LondCaitanyadeva, with reference to His
reflections on one of His own devotees, Sri MukubDddta Thakura, thus,

prabhu bale, o beta jakhan yetha jaye /
sei moto katha kohi tathayi misaye //

vasistha padaye jave advaiter sange /
bhakti-yoge nace gaye trna kori dante //

anya sampradaye giya yakhan sambhaye
nahi mane bhakti, jathi maraye sadaye //



bhakti haite bada ache-ye iha vakhane /
nirantar jathi more mare sei jane //

Lord Caitanya said : “Whenever that rascal (Mukyrgizes to thenayavadis he
becomes like them, talking according to their tjedhenever he studies thy®ga-
vasisthawith Advaita Acarya, he dances in ecstasy holdimngw in his teeth.

“And going to othesampradayas (mayavadisyhen he speaks, not only does he neglect
bhakti he always attackishakti One who says there is something better thtzekti is
beating Me.”

(Caitanya Bhagavatd1.10.188-191)

The person has made offences to devotional seardedue to this he will never attain
Krsna.

Most of the professional narrators of scriptuaald mythological stories, speakers,
writers, authors etc. Try to entertain common pedgpirough their deliberations and
performances only to attract some sort of mategahs and fortunes. In fact, their
expositions of devotional scriptures, are not trekpressive of their real love and
devotion for the Supreme Lord.

Kite-playing on an Unwalled Roof

A dull headed boy was once happily flying a kitenfran unwalled rooftop. He became
so engrossed in playing that he lost his awarendss playmates were also encouraging
him very much. The boy got so carried away thatdied to notice that one of his legs
was hanging over the edge of the roof. None ofother boys alerted him to this peril;
rather they simply continued to encourage himydtfe kite.

At that critical moment, a wise man happenegass by. He saw that the boy was in
imminent danger of falling from the roof. He imnmtely rushed up to save the boy
although the others saw no danger. He pulled tyeaway from the edge, tore off the
thread of the kite and took away the spool of ttirea

But the foolish boy and his friends, rather tfegling thankful, began to curse the well-
meaning gentleman. They called him a thief, radoaspassegunda hooligan, ruffian
and other such names. They even threatened to tkek@entleman to court after
complaining to their over-indulgent parents. Sawen tried to physically assault him.
Bearing all this, the kind-hearted gentleman sakedoy from imminent death.

PURPORT
Materialistic persons embrace their certain deathadcepting whatever is apparently
palatable to them. By no means are they preparaddept anything which is apparently
bitter but ultimately pleasant. Many of our soledlfriends in this material world also
encourage us in sense gratificatory
activities that lead us to certain death and destm.



By chance if one comes across a benevolentysaiertson, he preaches to us out of his
sheer mercy some real truths although in an unatelysstern exposition (like a dose of
strong medicine) in spite of our unwillingness twept it. Therefore we should accept
all good sermons from saintly persons deliverethencause of our eternal welfare, even
if those words appear utterly bitter and heart iregnd

The Physician’s Knife

Amar was a village boy who had been suffering sehmuom a boil on his back that he
attempted suicide. His mother and close relatwere all trying to alleviate his pain by
using hand-fans or even by orally blowing on theltng boil.

One of his neighbours advised that the boy shbel given some anaesthetic drug to
save him from such unbearable physical agonyl &tdther person recommended that it
was better to relieve him eternally from such afadiexperience. His argument was that
the boy has been suffering terribly because wae,atio, if he were dead he wouldn’t be
in pain anymore. The result would be completecota both the disease and patient.

Unnerved by such advice, the wise father of Hoy immediately sent for an
experienced physician, disregarding his son’s #eccavell-wishers. When the physician
advised that a minor surgery be formed on the llog, relative including the boy’'s
mother, grandmother and others started weepingnal row. The ignorant boy also
started abusing the physician in the most vulgardgjosaying, “You have come to kill
me. Leave me alone right now, or | must sendHergdolice to arrest you! Why don’t you
strike the knife on your own body? Would you go dyach your own son? | would
rather take a dose of poison before | surrendeelisyour hands for certain death.”

Turning a deaf ear to the boy’'s delirious ousibhuthe physician held him tightly while
he pressed and executed the surgical operatioheobdil. After a while, the boy was
completely relieved of all agony and gradually meeavell within a few days.

PURPORT
Just like a real physician, quite often the reatitsial masters and saintly persons also
dissect some of the knots in the obstinate mintivofg entities by way of apparently
distasteful injunctions and instructions varying tbe degrees of entanglement. But the
suffering entity is hardly inclined to agree withch injunctions and instead, misapply a
lot of harsh words to those saintly persons blasphg them as their enemies and
extremely merciless executioners.

So-called relatives and friends of such suffgentities strongly advocate against such
a surgical operation to avoid the apparent painusm@ésiness. Some such pseudo-friends
even in the name of impersonalism advise one tanubsuicide to get rid of the rut.

In fact, none of these ways can be fruitfullgdertaken for eternal welfare of an entity.
The constitutional position of a living entity isly realized after disentanglement from
all unworthy mundane attachments with the helpagitly injunctions sincerely followed.
This enables one to enter into the province obtemal service which is the only way to
eternal bliss and peace of mind.



“Kastvam”, “Khastvam ”

Once there lived drahmana-panditan a village who was very proud of his family
tradition of scholastic distinction. In coursetohe, however, successors of that family
became a averse to academic pursuits that theytaoselile away their time in playing
cards, dice, chess etc. To earn a living they wagado householders to worship their
Deities, but in fact they were simply cheating theuseholders and the Deities by
chanting inaccuratenantras.Yet they boasted everywhere that scholarly persooh as
themselves were rare in this world, because theiodstream carried the heritage of
erudition and the acumen of many many angixamditas

One of the virtuous local people, who was a rde@teed champion of truth, once
decided to invite a truly erudite personality ts killage with a view to smash the vain
attitude of those so-callgghnditas

As the learned personality came and enterediittage, all those fals@anditasfelt
extremely nervous and rushed immediately to théiage chief asking his advice to
overcome such an averse situation. The villagef this popularly known as “Dada
Thakur” among all the villagers and had also eamilk fame as the greatest of all the
panditas Assuring all the villagers, he said, “Don’t warrWith the heritage of our
ancestors running in my blood, | will certainly daf this newly-arrivegpandita | will
have a conversation with him in Sanskrit, this w#rtainly make him silent. Then he
won't be able to assess anything else or make iameif attempt to criticize us in any
way. He'll have to leave this village in disgrdce.

Upon his arrival in the courtyard for the debatse learned personality found the
panditasitting on a high pedestal. The learned persen tiegan by asking the pandita
by asking thepanditain Sanskrit, “Kastvam?” or “Please introduce yolfrs&/ho are
you?”

In reply, the villagganditaDada Thakur blurted outKhastvam,, gastvam, ghastvam,
castvam, chastvam, jastvam, jhastvam, nastvamtvdmas tastvam, thastvam, dastvam,
dhastvam,.......... ksastvam!”

The learned personality realized immediately thatas of no use to continue any more
dialogue with such a blatapanditg the sooner he could leave that place the beaiter f
his own dignity. He offered his obeisances fromistathce and when the said learned
dignitary was about to go away from the place, deciples and followers of Dada
Thakur began to laugh loudly and shouted, “Just @ee Dada Thakur is such a great
panditd That learned fellow couldn’t even open his moutifront of him! There must be
hardly anyone in this world who could talk to ousd2a Thakur in Sanskrit! How fluently
he can speak in Sanskrit!

PURPORT
Boasting about their traditional family heritage lvhminical erudition and successive
association with Lord Visnu, Vaisnavas, saintlysoes and scholars of eminence, some
people speculate that there must have been an deatéh of real Vaisnavas of the
regular line of heredity, completely surrenderedtouthe Supreme Lord through
performance of perfect devotional service. Machveitich material vanity, these people



audaciously have a challenging attitude towarde Maisnavite injunctions and maxims
with the help of their abecedarian pedantry.

Whenever they are confronted with a questiomfi true Vaisnava,Kastvan?” or
“Who are you?”, “What is your true constitutionadgition?” - then such persons with
their materialistic vanity and gross intelligencensidering their bodies as their selves,
pretend to conquer the Vaisnavas by throwing omtagerialistically - oriented pedantic
reply based on their mundane knowledge and unfalsgeculations. These sorts of
pedantic deliberations sound simply delirious.

In response to the question, “Kastvam?” - “Whe you?”, a real scholar should say,
“gopibhartuh padakamalayor dasadasanudasa™ am the servant of the servant of the
servants at the lotus feet of the Lord Sri KrsnardLof the Gopis.”

The Frog’s Half-rupee Coin

A frog , living in a pond, by chance picked up dffnapee coin. Upon getting the half
rupee coin the frog became puffed-up and thoudid, there anyone else as rich as | am
now? If the king’'s elephant comes this time tokirwater here, | will chain him up. |
won't let him drink water here again!” Meditatingus, the frog sat tightly on the half-
rupee coin on the bank of the pond.

Shortly after, the keeper of the king's elephanived at the pond along with the
elephant for taking a bath. The frog immediateiynped off and threw himself near the
feet of the elephant, leaving the half-rupee cahiid. It wasn’t long before he lost his
life under the elephant’s feet.

PURPORT
Those who are simply puffed-up with their greatesphof mundane activities in this
material world, prove themselves to be insignificigee the ‘half-rupee coin of the frog’
whenever they are confronted with a situation af essessment.
The great valour of an untiring worker in thiaterial world may be crushed underfoot
at any moment under the pressure of the mundatie apé is nothing but a gift from the
material nature.

Thus theBhagavad - Gitesays :

prakrteh kriyamanani gunaih karmani sarvasah /
ahankara-vimudhatma kartaham iti manyate //

“The spirit soul bewildered by the influence ofdalego thinks himself the doer of
activities that are in actuality carried out by tineee modes of material nature.” (BG
3.27)

The activities performed under the influence offedent modes of nature, are considered
by the living entity to have been done by himselder the illusion of “I am the Lord".



Such a puffed-up person under illusion thinksgelf to be the lord of enjoyment in
this world and thus wants to lord it over the woiThey fail to realize, however, that
mother nature can at any moment crush down thiiedifice of boasting as a great
worker. There is no use of independence and itde@lconceit in this material world.
Today’s king may be tomorrow’s beggar on the str@etday’s pauper may become
puffed-up with unlimited wealth and opulence. Se ¢ineat saint sings :

rajar ye rajyapat yena natuur nat
dekhite dekhite kichu noy /

hena maya kare yei, param isvara sei
tanre mana sada kara bhaya //

“The king’s kingdom is like the dancer’s dance,am instant it can be finished. In the
same way, Maya, the supreme controller, acts. @ nie always fearful of her!”

Thakur Sri Narottama

Prudence of a Woodcutter

A woodcutter planned to go to the forest of Sundaror collecting wood. Sundarban is
full of wild animals, so an experienced person \edrthe woodcutter that it might be
fatal if he enters the forest without being adeglysarmed.

But the woodcutter retorted saying, “I woulkielito disprove the unfounded notion of
common people that one should enter a forest witisal won’t expose my foolishness
to carry to carry “coal to a Newcastle CoalfieldThere are so many big trees in the
forest. If | use a broken branch from one of thiwees all the wild animals will run away
here and there. If | see any animal approachingll Ibreak a branch from a tree and
threaten the beast so much that it won’t dare coeae me. It will run away when it sees
me wielding the branch.”

The woodcutter thought himself to be very pruddmt he did not have the basic
common sense that his speculation would be of eoirugase a tiger jumped upon him
suddenly and bit off his head while he was busgkire a branch from a tree. He would
neither be able to get hold of a branch, nor cbeldill the tiger; instead, he himself will
be killed.

Actually, that was the case. After a few dafshe woodcutter's entering the jungle,
information came that a small tiger had very egsilgped on him and enjoyed his blood
and flesh without any problem.

In fact, when he saw the tiger, the woodcutigam cutting a branch of a big tree to
make his weapon to fight with the animal. But lbefbe could finish, the tiger attacked
him and he was killed almost immediately.

PURPORT
In a similar manneryogistry to control their material senses through ladags methods
of physical feats, but quite often six inherent aaddinal passions and vices of man like



furiously untamed tigers may jump upon him andtstacking his blood. In this event it
is quite possible that one may fall prey to agiatf the senses.

A devotee’s consideration is not to think of hislfare after controlling the material
senses, nor does he decide in favour of collectavgral types of weapons for temporary
self-defence. A devotee does not behave in suclalke+believe fashion. He does not
indulge in speculative and egotistic endeavour amtrolling his cardinal passions
through artificial methods of his own accord.

A devotee of the Supreme Lord firmly believesttlsense control will develop
automatically along with his development of devoéibservice, and no other feats are to
be practised separately for this. He is not veriars to control his cardinal passions, on
the contrary, those passions become conducive dodévotional service under the
transcendental influence of devotion to the SuprBersonality of Godhead.

In fact, his passions then become his constands and their motives are basically
reoriented. His ‘lust’ is then engaged as transestad “Kamadeva” in the service of
Lord Krsna; his anger is directed towards atheibts; attachment and greed will be
anxious in listening to the holy names; his illusand infatuation will make him engaged
earnestly in offering service to the Lord; and kanity will help him to be totally
engrossed in glorification of the Lord. Envy wilbtnstay in a real devotee, because he is
never perturbed with the excellence of anyone ass Ineerciful to everyone through his
devotional service.

So, it transpires that only through the practitdevotional service, can one very easily
subdue all sorts of evil effects and convert everei@emy into a friendly companion to
engage him in welfare services for one and all.

A Boatman’s Dream

Once a boatman was towing his boat along a thavey bank, while the soles of his feet
were becoming cut all over. The boatman was braptiow if he could make lots of

money by towing the boat, he could spread a lomgnfeushion all along the river bank
so that his feet would not be cut by the thornenthis towing business would be more
efficient as he would be able to walk more comfalsta

PURPORT

Many people speculate like this boatman.. They tenéscribe anthropomorphic or
zoomorphic proclivities on the Supreme Lord. Whaiuld be the need for the boatman
to pull along the riverside when the boatman besoriod and wealthy? It simply reflects
one’s ignorance in tugging a boat along with a famwered river bank, just as it is in
attributing material imperfection and deficiencyMaikuntha, the transcendental abode of
the Supreme Lord.

The existence ofpara-brahmd or the Absolute Supreme Being anywhere should
eventually confirm the non-existence of all sortslwortcomings, objections or material
wants whatsoever.



Is There Any Pleasure and Sacrifice in Devotion?

Some herons were sitting by the side of a boggylpdgxswan happened to pass by, then
a heron asked the swan, “Why are you face, eyesomsded? Who are you?”

The swan replied, “I am a swan.”

The heron asked, “Where do you come from?”

The swan replied, “From the lake ‘Manas SaraVar’

The heron then asked, “What is it like there?”

The swan looked and said, “It is a garden oflgollotuses, the water of that beautiful
lake is nectarean, and all around it, there armwartypes of trees and plants, fruits and
flowers, beautifully arranged on jewel bedeckedfptans.”

The heron stared wide-eyed and asked, “Are theyebig-sized snails?”

The swan replied “No!”

At this the herons laughed loudly and ridiculled swan, “Oh damn! When there are no
snails there, how can you even consider it a Id@®ne should go there.”

PURPORT
Often people in this material world with ulteriorotives, are inclined to enquire about
the objectives of pure devotion and the purposehef institutions engaged in pure
devotional practices.
Whenever they come to know about any performancangrinstitution which makes
arrangement for chanting and listening to the @itation of Lord Sri Krsna or the eternal
welfare of all living entities through the preaahiof the holy names of the Lord, they
ask, “Is there any practice of religion relatinggervice to mankind?”

To such people, the religion of service meangeris@ assistance to sick persons
inflicted with plague, small-pox or cholera andvatims of floods, earthquakes, famines,
and similar other natural calamities, through fdestribution of food, clothing, shelter
and the like.

Whenever these people are told by the devobetghe institutions thus practising pure
devotional services do not undertake any suchiiewelating to so-called philanthropic
services, then they laugh loudly or ridicule, sgythat any such institution which does
not care for philanthropic services such as medisalstance to patients suffering from
plague, cholera, smallpox etc., distributing ofdom the hungry people, water to the
thirsty people, clothing to the poor. educationthe illiterate masses and the like, is
simply an institution for practising idleness meéant lazy, worthless folk. No discreet
person should approach it

Such persons never accept any clarificationibaemporary material assistance can be
of permanent relief to those suffering folk unlessl until an attempt is made to eradicate
the root cause of eternal suffering of all therlyentities.

The living entity is the eternal servitor of doiSri Krsna. It is only due to the
forgetfulness about Lord Sri Krsna that the livergities are subjected to various types of
material distress. Upon constantly listening to ¢jherification of the Lord Sri Krsna,
when the living entity is awakened to his originadnsciousness about his own
constitutional position, then and then only, thetreause of all sufferings will be



eradicated. No other separate temporary endeawsurefieving physical and mental
distress need be practised.

The best award to common people is to awakéineim self-realization by the mercy of
the holy names of the Lord. Under the transcentlerftaence of such a practice, the root
cause of all material distress of the suffering $eass eradicated with the least effort.

This process is applicable to the rich and ther prrespectively for the cause of their
eternal welfare. Through this process, an unpretedeharmony between universal and
no-communal altruism, service mentality and selfigtitude may very well be fostered
among the people. In fact there is no dearth ofarsal love and brotherhood in the
matter of love Lord Sri Krsna, inasmuch as a siffigletion of a coin is truly in existence
within the huge amount of money adding to croredbithions. Universal brotherhood,
patriotism etc. are all present in full existemgthin love for Sri Krsna.

As such, anyone who offers his love and devatiothe Lord, is truly offering his love
to the entire mass of living entities. True deveteee not lazy nor are they selfish-
minded. They are actually devoted day and nigliiénservice of Krsna conscious people
through preaching the glorification of the Lord.

Devotional service to the Lord is aimed at plegghe Lord and this service does not
permit any kind of personal enjoyment sacrificeyéme devoted to Lord Sri Krsna is
fully imbued with all good qualities that we loodrf

Naked Penco

In a village their lived a boy named Pancanarirdpical lands, small boys in their early
age move around naked. Pancanan as a boy of fare ysed to go naked all the time. So
the neighbours were fond of calling him “naked ReEnc

However, Penco was a very good boy in his studied general habits. Every year he
used to get the topmost position in school andralijuhe became very dear too most of
his neighbours.

But some of the neighbours were not on gooddemith Penco’s father and they were
not at all happy with the good behaviour of Periegery time they listened too any
appreciation of Penco, they became very agitatelduaed to say, “Oh, hang your naked
Penco, don’t mention his studies!”

Within a few years, Pancanan attained a dedré&swand took to the legal profession
as a pleader in a court of law. When the inimi@ghbours of Pancanan’s father came to
hear this news, they remarked, “Penco must haweedahe examination by cheating.”

Pancanan Babu was gradually promoted to thetiposof a District judge within a
couple of years, and became very renowned. Therh¢lagt of those envious people
burned with jealousy. They pulled faces and shquté&th, hang your cock-and-bull
stories! How could that whippersnapper become taictigudge?”

When the name of the District Judge “HonourdtdPancanan” was shown to them in
some authentic papers, they cried vociferously k&daPenco must be working as a judge
without any remuneration!”



PURPORT
Any Vaisnava who has surrendered himself unto t¢iesl feet of the Supreme Lord or
any person who has been duly initiated into kh&ha mantra under a real spiritual
master according to tifeancaratrikascriptures, should never be subjected to any $ort o
caste distinction. As depicted in the story justraiged, Pancanan Babu was wrongly
considered to be a “naked Penco” even when he meeamspectable court judge, and it
was also an unfounded assumption that Pancandshmenver become a court judge, only
because his father was not in good terms with Bightoours. This is nothing but a
reflection of one’s jealousy.

One who is a Vaisnava, even born of a low casteuld never be looked down upon as
a lowly person. As one single rupee is in existemitlein an amount of crores and rupees,
similarly the qualities of &rahmanaall exist within a Vaisnava. As such, it is consete
to be an offence to blacklist any Vaisnava as abirahmanafor any reason whatsoever.

In fact anuttama-adhikarior a Vaisnava elevated to the highest stage of self
realization, may very well be honoured apaaamahamsar a truly wise sage. Those
who consider themselves as servants only to g@chmahamsaVaisnavas, actually
abide by the transcendental system of the eiglsidivs ofvarnaandasramaas created
by God. They never pose themselves as Vaisnawes ansense of vanity. Instead. they
consider themselves as servants of the Vaisnawes timeparamahamsa.

Even if these persons came @luarg low caste or sociddrahmanafamily before they
took shelter under the lotus feet of a Vaisnavd,isis unreasonable and offensive to
introduce or call thensudras low caste people or sociBrahmanas recalling their
positions in their previoussramas.

One who has received the initiatimantraaccording tdPancartikascriptures and thus
attained his second birth under the auspices ofatiwerly spiritual master, and motherly
Gayatri mantrais called a transcendental (not sodmBhmana.

All these transcendentafrahmanas(who have obtained their second birth in order to
offer service to the Supreme Lord Sri Hari) acasatred threads, chanting beadaka,
and the like, as per scriptural prescriptions.

Those who maintain that Vaisnavas even if itetlainto their new life, must be
considered belonging to their owandraor such low caste as they were by birth, and that
such Vaisnavas should not accept any sacred threadchantGayatri or Pranava
mantra- are similar to such people who prefer to brdredistrict judge Pancanan Babu
merely as a “naked Penco”, or that naked Pencddneat draw any salary even when he
becomes an honourable court judge. This must bek@s an envious mentality.

Each and every girl moves naked in her veryesgk, but when the same girl attains
her motherhood, then it will be most indecent afidnsive to recall her childhood nudity
and thus put her to shame.

Similarly, it is more offensive and extremelydhdnearted to make an impression about
any Vaisnava in the light of his previoasrama,before taking shelter of initiation in the
Krsnamantra.



A Wise Old Monkey

A king used to maintain a group of monkeys for plowg entertainment for his sons.
The monkeys were very nicely fed with sumptuouscdeles everyday. The leader of the
monkeys was well-versed in the scriptures of sugbewpersonalities as Sukracrya,
Brhaspati and Canayaka, and he used to teachltberabnkeys these scriptures.

There was also a pack of sheep in the king’ageabnd the little princes used to ride
them for fun. One of those sheep was very fond ating anything from the palace
kitchen. The cooks in the kitchen had to beat teep quite often to prevent it from
causing mischief.

The monkey leader thought that this kind ofdhébur every now and then may result
in something disastrous for the monkeys in the lamy

“The sheep are extremely gluttonous and the Lomk the other hand, are very adept in
beating the sheep with whatever they find at héndase the cooks any time start hitting
the sheep hit a burning stick from the fire, thiea furry body of the sheep would surely
start burning. When such a burning sheep startsimgraround in frenzy and by chance
enters into the nearby horse stable, then the rimgla will catch on fire and the entire
stable along with it's horses will be a blazingefim no time. One ancient expert
Salihotra, who is well versed in animal husbandgspribes that burns on horse flesh can
be healed by animal skin obtained from monkeys.ofdiagly, the king will have the
monkeys killed.”

Apprehending thus, the wise old monkey leaddtedaalong all the monkeys
confidentially and told them, “In a place like thwdhere the sheep and the cooks are in
constant confrontation, we, the monkeys, are suradet with our destruction. So, let us
take refuge in a forest somewhere before we areayesl en masse.” But the arrogant
young monkeys did not have any respect for the widanonkey’s advice. They simply
ridiculed the old monkey, saying, “You must be unsieme sort of delusion due to your
advancing age, and so you are talking like a lan&tle are not interested in leaving the
place for forest life only to live on distastefualiits; here we are being fed with nectarean
varieties of foodstuffs by the princes themselves.”

Upon hearing the puffed-up monkeys retorting likis, the old monkey told them with
tearful eyes, “O fools, you do not know the resoftsuch pleasure. Don’t you know this
will be ultimately destructive for you! So let mealve for the forest alone - | don’t want
to see your deaths.” Saying thus, the monkey-testdeted for the forest, leaving behind
all the other monkeys.

Following this, one day that greedy sheep edter® the kitchen. The cook struck the
beast with a burning firewood. Immediately the ghstarted crying and ran straight into
the nearby horse stable. As the sheep, with tleedilk over it's body, started rolling
desperately over the hay-stack kept in the staleentire pavilion caught fire and many
of the horses were burnt to death while the othestsran amock, resulting in a great
consternation all over.

The king immediately summoned his veterinargsan for the treatment of the horses.
The surgeon quoted Salihotra’s prescription thahkeg's tallow was essential for the
quick healing of the burns suffered by the horsss.the king ordered that treatment
should immediately be undertaken to save the hpesesaccordingly he also issued his



instructions to kill the monkeys to collect thaflow’s. The monkey leader got the news
and was very much depressed.

PURPORT

This moral story as narrated by Srila Bhaktisiddaa®arasvati Thakura, transpires that
anyone who faithfully follows the instructions oishreal spiritual master and engages
himself in the devotional service to the Supremedlunflinchingly, will certainly attain
ultimate welfare.

Those who contemplate that the ageing advispiritfigal master) might be under
delusion and may not know more than a common peksows, and thus follow evil
companions, will certainly meet with a disastrood e everything.

Cracking Nuts with a Salagrama

A landlord once appointed a professional priest fegular offerings to his family
Salagrama. The landlord used to arrange for thg d#ering of some chestnuts for the
satisfaction of Sri Narayana.

The priest accordingly used to take the chestmgide the Deity room and close the
door as if he were going to offer them to the Delty fact the priest would use the
Salagram as an ordinary stone, convenient for argdke chestnuts. After cracking them
with the Salagrama and keeping them on the sanddlstone, he ate many of them even
before offering.

In course of time, his mischief came to lightl@he landlord then threw him out by the
neck.

PURPORT
Those who desire for some sense gratification galfrinterest or for liberation without
devotional service, or for women, wealth and pgestiusually take recourse to such
habits as “cracking the nuts with a Salagrama”.

One who plans to earn money and fame by perfocmaf Gita and Bhagavatam
lectures relating to religion, through publicatiand compilation of religious treatises,
organising congregational sankirtana or offeringtesc mantras simply for his own
sense gratification, may very well be indicatedoas who makes an attempt “to crack
nuts with a Salagrama”.

In fact, all professional narrators of scriptuand mythological anecdotes, and
businessman-like glorifiers of the Lord are tryilogcrack nuts with a Salagrama, which
means that they are using everything offered tolibwel simply for their own sense
gratification.

There are persons who pretend to be living soeiation with devotees inraath but
are simply looking for facilities for their own $éhterest and actually make personal use
of the society of devotees instead of offering me&wto such society, and enjoy Lord Sri
Krsna’s property without the slightest intereswiifering services for the satisfaction of
the Lord.



These so-called devotees are similar to theepsidnal priests who try to crack nuts
with a Salagrama, and they practise devotionalises\that are not considered sincere or
honest. It is thus said that any prayer to the lfordeligion, wealth peace or liberation is
tantamount to “cracking a nut with a Salagrama”.

Dr. Frog’s Thesis

Not far from the ocean there lived a frog in a w€He frog was, in fact, born and brought
up within the said well and never went outsideNievertheless it was still a puffed up
creature.

The frog used to think that it was the sole pedpr of the well - it even surmised that
the well was tantamount to the world and as suehfrog considered itself the lord of the
whole world!

One day another big frog from the seaside carnesa the well and by chance it fell
inside. The resident frog took the seaside froggmew prey and as such it jumped upon
it, but realized soon that it was another frog thias just a little different.

So the resident frog asked the newcomer, “Wtergou come from?”

The seaside frog answered, “From the seaside.”

Hearing this the well-resident enquired, “Howadins the sea compared to my well?”

The seaside frog laughed, “The sea is beyondamparison with this well.”

The well-frog was surprised. “Is it this large®aying thus he gave a long leap.

Seaside frog : “How long a jump can you attept?e sea is far bigger than your
well.”

Then the well-frog jumped from one end to thheotend of the well and shouted,
“Impossible! Nothing larger than this can exist.”

At this the seaside frog said, "Please makeffant o look above this well and see how
large the ocean actually is!”

The well-frog scoffed, “You appear to be extrénfanatical. | am sure that the ocean
may very well be as large as this well. | am smtharrow-minded that | am going to
declare my well the biggest place of all. Your ateaust be as big as my well, because
water is there in both the places. This is my groeonviction. You must be simply
boasting about your ocean like a fanatic for youn gatisfaction.”

PURPORT
In the material world as well, there are so manglagméic compromising pandits who
insist their own viewpoints are the best ones Htimately fail to support their own
hypotheses. They finally try to equate devotioreviee with other types of services.
They behave just like highly learned “Dr. Frogsuthn fact their perception about
devotional services is far from satisfactory.



Boxing with the Sky

A highly conceited person used to consider evemgthon this earth to be very
insignificant to his own estimate. Once he camé¢ht conclusion that the sky itself is
most proud and apparently the strongest of all.ttiNa calamities like storm, shower,
thunderbolt etc. come directly from the sky. Theuds roar from the sky and this reflects
that the sky is very much boastful of it's own pigsi, and as such, the sky must be given
a good lesson.” Accordingly this proud person sfaed that he should tear the sky apart
by his own strong fists.

With this determination in mind, one day he tgt@ainly punching towards the sky in
order to control it. In fact, the sky remained aperturbed and as graceful as before. On
the other hand, the puffed up person became dhadirad of throwing ineffective
blows at the great sky. Ultimately, he became dwmasted that he fell to the ground and
hurt himself.

PURPORT
The spiritual master and the Vaisnavas remain wnipetl and graceful while they are
engrossed in devotional service to the Supreme BordHari, while the mundane fools
consider such real devotees responsible for af @drcalamities and derangements in the
world for the boastful attitude.

Because of this false apprehension about thendaas, many such people exhibit their
unfounded misdemeanours towards honest devoteets untsasonable, but their false
attempt of punching goes all in vain. The Vaisnaweasthe ever - benevolent great sky,
remain calm and quiet, while the atheists themsalvelergo continued material agonies.

The Half-young / Half - old Fallacy

Under extreme poverty, a non - Hindu person ono& tas hen to market for sale. He
surmised that it could fetch a very high price ifdeclared it to be an ancestral one,
because he speculated that usually an old varietice, tamarind and ghee is more
expensive in the market.

As such, he was proudly declaring to all potrtustomers in the market that his hen
was of a very old variety of poultry and continueddo so for about a year, unfortunately
not a single buyer was interested in buying sudbaepit and diseased hen at any price.

By chance, an elderly wise man suggested tothanhthe buyers were reluctant to buy
the hen because it had been declared to be ameldaad that they would be naturally
interested if it was presented as a young virgin.

Upon this good advice, the hen - owner conjectihat he had already presented the
hen as very old for several months. So he decl@desent the hen in the market as half-
old and half-young to attract customers. Howewdren he did that he was ridiculed by
everyone in the market and of cause no one camafdrto purchase it.



PURPORT
Those who are impersonalists speculate similarlyoeating that Brahman is both
formless and as well as with a form. In fact, tbalization of completeness of Brahman
is greatly affected unless its eternal and trardeetal potency is accepted.
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu thus says -

brhad-vastu ‘brahma’ kahi-'sri-bhagavan’
sad-vidhaisvarya-purna, para-tattva-dhama

tanre ‘narvisesa’ kahi, cic-chakti na mani
ardha-svarupa na manile purnata haya hani

“Brahman, who is greater than the greatest is ti@eé®ne personality of Godhead. He is
full of six opulences, and therefore He is the mesie of ultimate truth and absolute
knowledge.”

“When we speak of the Supreme as impersonaldemy His spiritual potencies.
Logically, if you accept half of the truth, you ceot understand the whole.”
(Cc,Adi. 7/138,140)

Those who glorify Sri Gaurasundara, but not Lord Ntyananda ,or glorify Lord Sri
Nityananda without glorifying Lord Sri Gaurasundara offer obeisances to Lord Sri
Krsna, but not to Lord Sri Gaurasundara; or papeesto Lord Sri Gaura but not to his
spiritual master ,or accept Supreme Godhead, regletlis devotees or honour His
devotees without honouring the Supreme Lord sipBculate on the basis of the fallacy
of the half-old and half-young hen.

Mercy for the Earnest Only

By chance a person slipped and fell into a deep anel could not get out in spite of all
his efforts; therefore he began shouting for help.

Being merciful, a very kind - hearted passebliyught a piece of long rope which was
lowered down in the well so that the man couldagtby grabbing the rope. The passer-
by asked the man to catch hold of the rope antbtglimb up so that he could pull him
up.

In response the person started shouting, “Ormend, please help me so that | can put
my fingers around the rope.”

PURPORT
Such a kind-hearted person is like the spirituasteraor the Supreme Godhead Himself.
He has already lowered a rope of rescue into tlep darkness into our ignorance. It is
only by our earnest effort in catching hold of tina¢rcy that we can be delivered and
liberated from material agonies.
Unless we extend out best efforts earnestly,cquradify ourselves for the Lord’s mercy,
it is next to impossible that we can be rescuenhfoar fallen condition.



Popcorn Bondage

Being extremely tiered of hunger, a pauper wasnlagragainst a wide pillar in a
travellers’ rest house. At that time a wealthy rhard was passing by after taking his
daily bath in the holy Ganges. Upon seeing the hupgrson, he felt compassionate and
purchased some popcorn from a nearby shop to gikiant.

The hungry person was naturally anxious to actee food and so he promptly
stretched out both his hand but without undoingeitrace around the pillar, either out
of utter fatigue or lack of intelligence.

Realising that the hungry person wouldn't beeatd make use of the food while
embracing the pillar the compassionate gentlemersad him to remove his arms from
the pillar before accepting the popcorns. Unfortalya the foolish person insisted upon
accepting the popcorn while still embracing theewdllar.

Most reluctantly the kind - hearted merchantrpduthe popcorn into the hands of the
hungry person and went away. The wretched persen #tarted making all sorts of
attempts to eat the popcorn but his mouth coulcenerach his hands around the wide
pillar. He remained as hungry and dejected as eefor

PURPORT
All atheists suffer like this. Conditioned soul®far to embrace the pillar of the material
world and the foolish want to take rest, while s#fig to accept anything worthwhile.
They should rather accept and abide by the valostiuictions of the pure devotees so
that they can train themselves how to give up theeanent of taking useless rest upon
the pillar of this mundane world.

A Fallacy of Custom

Every morning sombrahmanaswvould take their bath in the Ganges and offerrttiaily
prescribed prayers to the Lord. All of them werkirtg their own copper vessels for
offering water to the Lord. But through oversight| the copper vessels invariably
changed hands everyday.

Finally an elderlybrahmana in order to differentiate his own copper vesseinf
others, put a lump of sand on his own copper vemsglwent to take a bath. Observing
this practice, all the othdsrahmanasassumed that this must be a holy custom and
imitated the said elderly brahmana by putting thengp of sand on their vessels.

After taking bath, the elderly brahmana came afuthe river and found that it was
impossible to identify his own copper vessel, beeagach and every vessel had a lump
sand on it. At this, the elderly brahmana said itoskelf, “How over-attached to rituals
these fellows are! Without realising the real pwof anything, they just imitate others.
If they had applied their common sense, they wowldhave marked their copper vessels
in the same way.”



PURPORT
In modern society, practice of religious performess quite often like this. There are so
many customary practices in the field of literatarnel social conduct in respect of usages
and performances that most of the people follownthéndly without making assessment
of their validity and authority.

Lord Nityananda is the supreme controller of wa#alth and He has no want
whatsoever. Those who suffer from want, are knosfidaridra” or paupers. Poverty is
one of the three types of sufferings undergonevayg entities. The Supreme Personality
of Godhead is never influenced by any of the timeeles nor by any sort of poverty or
want. But common people, without considering tlysite often regard a pauper to be
Lord Narayana in a customary fallacy, and the modesage of the word “daridra-
narayana” has been coined.

Some people may argue that Lord Narayana mapeat pauper, but still He exists in
every living being and the said popular word hasnbeoined in order to remember Him.
This argument is also based on fallacy. The fadh#& Lord Narayana is not at all
poverty-stricken persons; and that no living entgyLord Narayana Himself in any
circumstances.

The Fallacy of Blindly Following

Once when Lord Sri Caitanyadeva was staying indswana, some people spread a
rumour like wildfire that Lord Sri Krsna had appeaiin the lake of Kaliya in Vrndavana.
Many people rushed to Lord Sri Caitanya reportingt tat night they had undoubtedly
seen in the lake of Kaliya the snake, and that ISnKrsna was dancing on it. For three
consecutive days streams of people came to Lordu@adeva with eyewitness reports of
the event.

Upon hearing such reports, Balabhadra Bhattacarye of the simple-minded servitors
of Lord Sri Caitanyadeva, developed a very strorge uo go to the lake of Kaliya for
havingdarsanaof Lord Sri Krsna. Then Lord Sri Caitanyadeva g®atabhadra a hard
slap, saying, “Why do you get allured with the mepaf such blind followers? Never
accept anything unfounded under the illusory dpsion given by blind followers.”

Next morning, a sensible person visited Lord Gaitanyadeva and by asking him He
then came to know the real fact of the matter whiels that the local fishermen used to
catch fish in the night, with lamps on their boatsthe lake of Kaliya. Foolish people
must have mistaken from a distance the boat agrttad serpent Kaliya, the lamp as the
shining jewel on it's head, and the fisherman agll{rsna in the darkness of night. This
sort of delusive vision was wrongly believed byrthi be a true phenomenon.

PURPORT
In the field of religion many things are propagasesdirue religion, through such a fallacy
of blind following. There is, in fact, no limit teuch widespread misleading practices
propagating fictitious incarnations, prophets aogtalled “-isms”, ruining the morale of
the masses. Real lovers of truth must be awar@oevil.



The Blind Men and the Elephant

A group of blind men heard a strange animal calad‘elephant” from some elderly
people. Naturally they had a very strong urge teehfirst-hand experience of such an
animal through their sense of touch. With walkirigks in hand, the blind persons
arrived at the elephant stable in the royal palace, requested the elephant keepers to
permit them to touch the elephant’s different limBsme of them rode on the elephant’s
back with the assistance of the elephant keepere sif them were touching the trunk of
the elephant, some were touching the tail, and seene feeling the legs of the elephant.

The blind person who touched the trunk of tlepleént, decided that the elephant must
be an animal with the form of a large serpent. dine who touched the legs assumed that
it was just like a pillar. Another who touched iBars thought that it must be something
like winnowing platter, and the one who touched lelly came to his own conclusion
that the elephant must be an animal like a big driihus, the understanding of the
elephant was not perfect to any of the blind pesson

PURPORT
Those who arrive at their own conclusion aboutdbestitutional form of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead by applying their materi@ig&nowledge, so-called mundane
education or objective observation also suffer freoch imperfect and concocted
conception of the truth.

It is because of this kind of endeavour foriszdion of the Supreme Godhead through
one’s direct observation and speculation that wariatheistic philosophies like
illusionism, skepticism etc. have become establisiBut when one is enlightened,
which means, initiated into transcendental knowgefigm a real devotee of the Supreme
Lord, and is fortunate enough to enjoy a visiontte Lord, then, and then only, the
perfect constitutional form and position of the da@an be properly realized.

Those who are not devotees of the Lord and amerillusion from material
knowledge, deliver only such ideas about the Supreord that are simply imperfect,
concocted and speculated “-isms” only. Any conaeptf formlessness of the Lord, or of
his transcendental form, is to be considered ingoédnd unfounded, unless and until it
is supported by a true vision and realization efrieial position of a true devotee

The Blind Man Holding the Cow’s Tail Fallacy

Once upon a time a blind person was going to hieefan-law’s house, tracking the way
with the help of his walking stick. Very soon whipassing through a field he came
across a cowherd boy and asked, “O brother, wonldpjease do me a favour by leading
me to my father-in-law’s house?”

At this the cowherd replied, “I am busy in tendsg many cows. If | take you to your
father-in-law’s house, all the cows will run aw&f. course, | can do one thing for you - |



can lend you a very docile and faithful cow of mingu can safely catch hold of her tail
and she can smoothly lead you to your in-laws hduse

Thus advised by the cowherd, the blind travditenly caught hold of the cow’s tail and
the cow began walking while trailing him behind. wkver, the cow got quite scared of
the strong pulling of it’s tail by a blind persamd hence she behaved so frantically that
the blind person was virtually being pulled roughlpng the road and through thorny
bushes while suffering frequent hard kicks of tb@’'s hind legs. As a result the blind
man’s body was severely injured and his garments a#torn apart.

Anyway, he arrived in the dead of night to hislaws house, in a very wretched
condition with cuts and bruises and totally nakBae servants of his in-laws house took
him to be a cattle thief and punched and slappedihiorder to get him to release the
cow’s tail from his hold. Thus the blind man suff@érunlimitedly.

PURPORT
Those who have ulterior motives take shelter ofated guru’s instead of a truly bona-
fide spiritual master and ultimately suffer verylydike the blind man in his situation.
Any and every person cannot lead one to the édoprabode of Godhead and no
unauthorised to our true welfare. It is, therefatdjgatory that one should take shelter of
a bona-fide Krsna conscious spiritual master witlzmy hesitation.

The Right Whip for the Right Dog

Samba, the son of Sri Krsna, was born with his @dmbavathi. Once Samba abducted
Laksmana, the daughter of Duryodhana, from therabl/ of her probable suitors
(svayamvara-sabhaThen four of the Kaurava heroes captured Samieined him up
and took him along with Laksmana to Hastinapura.

In retaliation, the Yadavas prepared themsefeesa battle against the Kaurava. In
order to pacify both parties, Baladeva went to Hagura along with a team of
brahmanasand elderly persons, after pacifying the YadaRatadeva conveyed the order
of King Ugrasena to the Kauravas by saying thatt@eravas being fortified with a large
number of soldiers had overpowered and thus capt@amba and that he should
forthwith be handed over to Baladeva.

Upon hearing this order, the Kauravas becamatlgragitated and started arrogantly
making insinuations against the Yadavas; and tlvey éndulged in hurling many rude
comments against Sri Krsna and Baladeva as wella Assult Baladeva decided to
submerge the entire city of Hastinapura into thedgea by using His powerful plough,
and the Kauravas then became so afraid that theky sbelter of Lord Baladeva, after
bringing Samba and Laksmana in front of Him.

PURPORT
In this respect Sri Sukadeva Goswami said,

nunam nana-mdonnaddhah
santim necchanti asadhavah /



tesam hi prasamo dandah
pasunam lagudo yatha //

“Clearly as many as passions of these scoundreks imade them so proud that they do
not want peace. Then let them be pacified by paysianishment, as animals are with a
stick.”

(Srimad Bhagavatam 10.68)31

Evil-minded persons who are mad with wealth, fokosvand the like, obviously are

unwilling to make peace. As brute animals are sebtdonly with the use of the right

whip or stick, so these animal-like beings desewvether treatment than beating with a
club. Such rogues are not qualified to pay any hieedood advice whatsoever. So
beating with a whip is the only true lesson fomthe

NOTE :

Quite often Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosw&rabhupada used to quote the
above-noted verse, strongly advocating approppateshment instead of good advice to
such critics of Lord Sri Hari, the spiritual masteand the Vaisnavas, as those people are
deemed to be demoniac atheists only.

People who have no respect for any good adwitkis world, usually turn a deaf ear to
any preaching. It is also offensive to offer sudedjadvice and preaching to them. They
should simply be treated on the principle of thight whip for the right dog”.

A Vaisnavas tolerate alot of vindication on peyson and also overcomes hundreds of
insinuations as such. But he is unable to standcatigism against his spiritual master
and the Vaisnava community. It is considered toabteue Vaisnava attitude that one
becomes agitated at any criticism hurled againstsihiritual master and the Vaisnava
community in general.

The impersonalists consider the spiritual maséerd the Vaisnavas on the same level
as common people only, and as such, they advisetmri® falsely tolerant and as
submissive as grass whenever confronted with ealriestimate of the spiritual master
and the Vaisnavas.

The Ancestral Well

A village pandita was very much devoted to his degkfather. The pandita used to say,
“The father is the God incarnate, we are enjoyitigearthly pleasures simply by his
mercy only. So | do not accept any other creat@d@ihead except my father.”

pita svarga pita dharma
pita hi paraman tapa

pitari pritimapanne
priyante sarva devata



This was the favourite verse that the pandita tsethant all the time. To chant the name
of his father, to meditate on the image of hisdatland to give offerings to his ancestral
forefathers were his daily rituals.

The great-grandfather of this pandita had lauidtraw-well for his family’s use. In the
past, the water drawn from this well happened tavlzkely known as the sweetest and
clearest of all the wells in the village. Howevierdue course of time, after three or four
generations of the family covering one hundredféhdyears or so, the stagnant water of
the well became extremely putrid. It was no lorgigtable for drinking or general use as
a huge mass of filth, mud and all types of plartd Hecomposed in it. One or two dead
frogs also added to the decomposition of the wad. such it became smelly and
completely infested with deadly bacteria.

The pandita, being devoted to his father usatdtittk water from the draw-well dug by
his great-grandfather. Actually his father had me&en water from any other tank or
river in the village so the pandita would neveowallhis family members to drink any
other water except from the ancestral draw-well.

The pandita, so loyal to his father, had a nuntbesons and grandsons, all of whom
died from various diseases. Eventually, even hige wied of a contagious disease. The
pandita himself also suffered from many ailmenteré were quite a number of
tubewells in the village and the river Ganges wawifig only a few miles away from
there. Everyone was repeatedly advising the parnditstop using the water from that
contaminated well and to drink water from otherewblls or the Ganges.

By this time the pandita, due to his fanaticéh@hment to his ancestral father and
forefathers, and had totally destroyed all his fgmiembers as a result of his obstinacy
and die hard attitude. At last the local authositteme to destroy the well to ensure
good health in the village. When the pandita sagntlapproaching, he squatted on the
well in such an obstinate mood to his ancestraéfédhers, that it appeared to the
authorities that not even royal power could desiroy

PURPORT
Persons who are adamant in getting initiated fropadicular ancestral gosvami, also
demonstrate such an obstinate attitude. Anyonencigi himself to be one’s ancestral
spiritual master may not be truly qualified througimtinued derogation of dignity and
position.

NOTE :

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Goswami Prabhupaed to say, “A doctor's son may

not necessarily be a true doctor.” Those who areless about their own welfare,

extremely lazy and guided by the pleasure principkver take the pain to search out
their true bona-fide spiritual master.



“B_BH’ HM_A”

Two very lazy men lived jointly in a room. By cha@mn one winters night the room
somehow caught fire. As the fire was spreading, anihe lazy persons felt the heat on
his back but didn’t care to get up. When the hé#hefire grew unbearable, the first lazy
man didn’t even take the trouble to alert his romae. He just uttered two letters only,
“B-B” , by which he meant to say, “back burning!”

The second lazy man was also similarly reluctantespond with a fully expressed
sentence and he only murmured, “M-A” , out of shieginess, meaning to advise his
friend to "move aside”.

All this time the fire was getting bigger andjgper while the lazy men in their dreamful
slumber thought that the night was over and thatdin was up, and that they were
feeling the warmth of sunshine. With this dreamaogjecture, the first lazy man asked
the second one without getting out from his bedpf6ther, could you please check how
hot the sun is?”

The second lazy man thought, “Who wants to skewuch trouble?”

So he replied, “How can | open my eyes?”

As they were lazily passing the time in this whgth of them were roasted in the
blazing fire.

PURPORT
Those who pretend to be residents of the asramadosake of practising service to Lord
Sri Hari, but who became lazy in offering daily\see to the Lord, the spiritual master,
and the Vaisnavas, are also susceptible to be tavthn the clutches of illusion and
ultimately to meet with a similar end.
The lifestyle of one who has devoted himselfh® service of the Lord should never be
at any time lazy.

“I'm Not Stealing Bananas!”

Once a landlord had built a temple. He hadack of wealth , so in order to attract
more honour and prestige from the visitors of #magle he made elaborate arrangements
to dress the deity and also ordered the offeringicd foodstuffs to the deity so that the
prasadam could be distributed among his relativethkir appreciation.

The landlord appointed a priest who used to thimist: “The Deity has a lot of
ornaments and so many dresses; | wonder if | cenjdy one of them . But there are
sentries on guard everywhere so not a single blegt be taken away ! | can’t even
enjoy any of the best preparations from the offgsin

because the entire amount of prasadam goes todttuksLrelatives. | guess that | must
remain satisfied with five rupees a month.”

One day the landlord brought some best qualitytasagarandagnisvarbananas, and
handing them over to the priest, he asked himp(gari! please offer these bananas to
the Deity and then send the whole lot to my privegdartment. Some of my friends are
coming today and these bananas should be resexwétem only.”



Before the offering at midday, the landlord hathavas anxious to check whether the
bananas were really being offered to the Deity vihen he approached the altar he found
that the door was bolted from the inside. In félog priest was pretending to offer the
bananas to the Deity and while eating some of theas, thinking, “When could | have
the chance to eat such a delicious variety of bamanmy life? Getting them now at my
disposal, why should | miss this opportunity ofamyg them? | doubt that the landlord
counted all the bananas, so | am sure he won'td#te loss of a few bananas if | take
them.”

While eating the bananas and thinking thusptiesst heard the landlord shouting from
outside the temple, “Who is in the Deity room?”thAef’'s mind remains ever anxious, so
the priest, being extremely frightened replied wtstill chewing the bananas, “I didn’t
steal the bananas!” Listening to the choked voidie priest and his awkward reply, the
landlord was sure that the priest was consumindpémanas.

PURPORT

Those who pretend to offer devotional service ®ltbrd while in their heart developing
an urge for other motives, usually expose themsehi¢ghout fail in front of real saintly
persons and Vaisnavas. Whenever a person stamtpectedly praising his own activities
or makes an attempt to confirm his apparently goodduct just through criticising
others, it may be very rightly assumed that thesgerconcerned has other motives in
mind. Even if the entire population of critics wited a real saintly person or if selfishly-
motivated persons start blaspheming him, he nevakem an attempt to vindicate
himself.

A truly devoted Vaisnava never make any praagsinst himself, but he never tolerates
any criticism against other Vaisnavas or his gmlitmaster. It is believed that anyone
who makes any attempt to vindicate himself mustfdmually a guilty persons and
otherwise motivated for name and fame in the génsoaiety.

“Bhagavan” Becomes a Ghost Under Intrigue

In a certain town lived a learned person named Bvag who became very friendly of
that country by dint of his scholarship . At thise kings ministers became very envious
and they hatched a plot so that the pandita woeldifiven out of the country. The
ministers told the gatekeeper, “The king has omidieat the pandita should not be
permitted to enter the royal palace again.” Theelgeper carried the instruction as
advised. However the king was anxious as he dideetthe pandita. When he asked the
ministers about the whereabouts of the panditasy #aid, “Bhagavan has expired.”
According to the ministers’ plot, the royal physicihad also reported that Bhagavan had
died. The king was very depressed of the newseopémditas death.

After a few days the king came out of the palfacea stroll and the Bhagavan pandita
wanted to take a chance to meet him. Of coursenihesters and aides were all around
the king and very cleverly they made such a tighhan barricade that Bhagavan pandita
was simply unable to penetrate them and meet thg. IBeing desperate, the pandita
climbed a tree and started shouting to the king,ki@y! Here | am, your Bhagavan



pandita!” As soon as the king glanced at him a# #ides and ministers, “O king!
Bhagavan pandita has now become a ghost afterelaith cdand look! He is now calling
you from that tree-top. Let us be quick to movelasi

Considering that so many people were sayings#ime thing and confirming it to be
true, the king ignored the call of Bhagavan panditd went away in a different direction,
while the pandita lamented saying, “Oh, how powleduthe intrigue of these people!
Under there intrigue even Bhagavan pandita hasme@oghost!”

PURPORT

This is now exactly the situation in the materiarid under the intrigue of atheistic
public opinion, particularly in the domain of rebg and spiritual living. The so-called
public opinion is now demoniacally preventing sgimgeople from listening to any sort
of devotional subject. The majority of common pabdire strongly of the opinion that
devotional practice is just like other materialamademic practices. They advocate that
there are as many ways of liberation as there lsitegophies. They are unable to realize
that devotional service is the ultimate philosophiiving.

Crossing the River When it is Dry

A person was extremely introverted and he didn’htita leave his own house.. One day
his friend asked him, “O Kaminimohan! Let us botb gnd visit asadhu A great
personality has come to Sridham Mayapur and heeaghing very nice transcendental
subject matters. You life will be fulfilled upon dmng his instructions. Kaminimoham
was very reluctant to leave the comfort of his hguse to visit asadhu’splace. Then his
friend tried to allure Kaminimohan, saying, “By thay, there’s a great funfare at the
bank of Kuliya. It is full of recreation and amusemis. So let us go and visit the fare.”
So Kaminimohan agreed to go visit the funfare diy@ufor some enjoyment. The friends
plan was to take Kaminimohan to the bank of Kukyal then it would be possible for
him to take him across the Ganges to arrive ah@nh Mayapura.

Arriving at the bank of Kuliya, Kaminimohan epgu at the funfair for a while. Then
his friend told him, “Just across the river is Srayapur. Let us go an visit the holy
dhama There you will find the birth place of Lord Sriafanyadeva, tomb of Chand
Kazi, the remnants of Ballal Sen’s ancient roydhpa, the great lake of Ballal Sen and
many other places of interest.”

Kaminimohan realised now that his friend haddoee almost determined to take him
across the river for a visit to the haljpama So he made out a counter-plan and said,
“My dear friend, | am very afraid of crossing aaivl am, in fact, not at used to boarding
a boat, it gives me nausea, dizziness, | becomeeragty afraid of drowning and
palpitations start immediately. This is rainy semsbut in winter, when the river will
become dry, then we can easily walk down the nwvignout the help of any boat. At that
time | will definitely visit Sri Mayapur and allstinteresting places.

Listening to Kaminimohan plea, his friend tolidnh “O my dear friend, you say you'll
cross the river when it is dry. This is nothing atr insincerity and hypocrisy. The river
will never be dry, and you wouldn’t be able to @ds



PURPORT
My of us think that we may devote enough time fistehing to the transcendental
preaching from some saintly person after complebng business in the field of our
domestic material entanglements concerning ourlyjamembers, their desires and wants,
diseases and other things. But in fact, these glaments will never go. Devotional
practices will never be undertaken, unless we nita&goint to start devotional practices
immediately.

The Desire to Swim Out of the Water

The mother of a boy would never permit her sorak@ta bath in the river. She was very
anxious in case her son drowned in the river wtaleng a bath. One day an elderly
neighbour came and advised the mother of that bay her son would never learn
swimming unless he was encouraged to have a redpatr in the river. Without
practising how to swim the bay may be in dangerevbiossing a river by boat. It was
therefore most essential that he should learn svimgum

Listening to such advice the boy told his motliewant to learn swimming so that |
can save myself from drowning, but could you plefase a method of learning to swim
without getting into water?”. The boys mother appated the boys intelligence and
promptly recommended an idea.

PURPORT
Hearing the instructions and injunctions that aneupposed to suffer a lot or goo to hell
in the next life unless one practises worshippiraydLSri Hari, materialists become
anxious to ensure their freedom from such suffexiidut they are not at all prepared to
render devotional service to the lord and follovwe ttegulative principles after getting
initiated in Krsna Consciousness under the lotes & a spiritual master. They indulge
in shyness, apprehension, indecision, diffidence,eh this respect.

As a result their interest in rendering devagioservice to the Lord never materializes.
just like a desire to learn swimming out of wafBo. swim, one must have the requisite,
determination and similarly, one has to take shalfea bona-fide spiritual master in
order to be qualified in devotional, and to overeoal the impediments.

Cheating a Blacksmith with Inferior Steel

A tradesmen wanted to present himself as veryligeéslt. He appeared to be adept in
making a fool of others by dint of his cunningne€sice he managed to get some
coconuts through his usual slyness. Then he wamtdthrp chopper to break then open.
Eventually he found a very old and rusty choppehacorner of his room. Taking it to a
blacksmith, he asked him to reshape it and makssitclass again. The blacksmith told



him that he could forge a very good chopper, ifjqoality steel was given to him. Then
the clever tradesmen played a double game teliedtacksmith, “I am a steel merchant
and | have got some good quality in my stock. | Mddike to give you an extra amount of
the excellent steel - could you forge a coppemnierwith that steel free of cost? Of cause
you may keep the extra steel, whatever was ledr &firging the chopper, for your own
labour charge. | can assure you that nowhere iralodn you find such excellent steel
that | will send you. It is very costly you know.”

After delivering such artful language, the treien in fact sent a condemned third-rate
sheet of iron through his son to the blacksmittst lancing at the piece of iron the
blacksmith realise that it was not steel, but oalypiece of useless iron. A it was
ineffective and practically useless, the tradesoane back to the blacksmith threatening
and shouting at him while the blacksmith retortaglisy, “Cheating a blacksmith with
inferior steel can only bring out such a chopper.”

PURPORT

Those who make any attempt to deceive their spiritnaster and the Vaisnavas in
rendering devotional service will certainly comeato end with something spurious. Any
attempt of deception in the field of devotionalvseg is simple self-deception. It pulls
one down into the clutches of illusionary energithaut any benefit. Some people with
ulterior motives think that others who have surexed everything to the Lord are only
deceived; and those who are continuing to play dbeble roles of both devotional
service as well as self gratification actually gaiare.

In fact, such a double gain is surely tantamaardeceiving a blacksmith by supplying
him with an inferior quality of iron while askingirh to prepare a good quality steel
chopper. No one can ever deceive the Supreme Rditgoaof Godhead. It is never
possible to conquer the domain of the Lord by amy af deception and quackery. Only
one who has candidly surrendered everything urgddtus feet of the Lord is eligible for
achieving all good.

The Blacksmith and The Potter

In the village Bilaspur , there lived a blacksmithmed Vamacacaran. once he went to
visit his friend who happened to be a potter inttlage Haripur. Hoping to earn some
appreciation from his friend Vamacaran offeredissist to him in his work. The potter
was very delicately using his hammer to give shegpsome pitches and pots, while
Valacaran, imitating him started hammering the oghitches and pots so violently that
all of them were completely smashed.

PURPORT
The manner in which the blacksmith hammers irogite shapes to it is not meant for a
potter to model clay. The method and techniqueodh lof then are entirely different. A
materialistic worker usually develops a conceptiwat the devotional service offered by
a devotee for the satisfaction of the Lord is appdy and externally akin to sense -
gratification material activities and as such tafypelong to the same category.



In fact, there is a real difference between phecess and the manner in both such
activities. So - called dispassionate materialvéets carry no intrinsic value unless they
are favourable for the satisfactory devotional mervto the Lord. An impersonalist
worshipper of five elements, bereft of devotionatrender, will only create more harm
than good than any pure devotee who is sinceredgtiging the delicate process of
satisfying the Supreme Lord.

The Idiot Gardener and Stupid Pandit

A landlord had one gardener for tending his garaesh one pandit in his court. Both of
them were in the same in as much as one was angarkieowing very little about plant-
care, while the other one, although well-versedktters, were short in common sense.
One day while the landlord was taking a stroll ia garden, he saw by chance that the
gardener was pretending to work very laboriouslywiatering the plants. The idiot
gardener, in fact, used to carry a conviction thatleaves, branches and flowers should
better be watered profusely because those arertioeigis of a tree. So he was watering
very meticulously each and every flower, every bad every branch one by one.

Observing the idiot gardener doing thus, thellam told him, “What are you doing.
Watering each and every flower, leaf and branchmwat nourish the entire plant, rather it
will die soon as the flowers and the leaves will rgtten from such direct watering.
You'd better pour the water at the root, so that ¢ntire plant will get water with less
effort, and then it will grow nicely.”

After advising the stupid gardener, the landlbaghpen to meet the pandit in his room
and found that he to was committing a great blunfieithe gardener was as illiterate as a
fool, the pandit, on the other hand, although appidy learned, was a greater fool. The
pandit was sitting in front of several dishes ofiadeus foods and was making small
lumps out of the food putting those lumps one afterother into the cavities of his ears,
nose, eyes, and on his hands and feet while rgcitentras like “Om karmabhyam svaha,
om nasikabhyam svaha om caksurbhyam svaha” etc.

The silly pandit firmly believed that the sendike the ears, nose, eyes, hands and feet
are all the time working very hard and always flilfg our various desires and therefore
they should be satisfied first, before satisfyihg stomach and the mouth. The landlord
was astounded with the basic folly of the pandd ao he told him that all the senses are
nourished automatically if you feed the stomach.

PURPORT
Srimad Bhagvatam says :

yatha tarormula nisecanena
trpyanti tat skandhobhujopasakhah
prinopaharac ca yathendriyanam
tathaiva sarvarhanam acyutejya



“As pouring water on the root of a tree energizbe trunk, branches, twigs and
everything else, and as supplying food to the stbnemlivens the senses and limbs of the
body, simply worshipping the Supreme PersonalityGadhead through devotional
service automatically satisfies the demigods, wiegparts of that Supreme Personality.”
(SB 4.31.14)

Open the Door to Allow the Light in Your Room

A boy from a wealthy family was spoilt through owamndulgence. His parents used to
fulfil all his fanciful desires and thus they didegt harm to the boy. when the boy grew
up as a young man he became more and more unraleoHcluded that the sun and
moon must carry out his orders. One day the youag was sleeping in a room with all
the doors closed. By late afternoon the parentthefboy thought their son was still
sleeping because he might have worked very harahitite before. When midday was
arriving , the parents became deeply anxious aadest knocking at the door. Still in
bed, the boy kept on telling, “ Why are you knogkat my door in the dead of night ? |
am not going to open it now. You must have comérwidme bad motive.” Everyone
outside was urging, “ The sun has been up for g kbime, now it is almost midday.
Please open the door.”

The young man replied, “ The midday sun must be w&rong and if it is so, let him
come into my room and show his strength. After, dlam not going to get up from my
cosy comfortable bed .” then everyone appealeijll' you open the door so that the
sunlight will get into the room?”

PURPORT
Some people think that it is nothing but flattevystly that the Lord is all merciful. If the
Lord was really merciful, how is it that there i3 siuch suffering in the world? Some
people even think that if Godhead was omnipotestskbuld have changed our motives
without out effort. There argument is similar tackua spoilt child. They have, in fact,
encaged themselves in their own apparently cosyartable bedroom under illusionory
energy.

The sun distributes his light everywhere indmanately, for rich and poor, palace and
cottage alike. Anyone who takes the trouble of apgehis doors and windows will surely
get sunlight. The Lord has also bestowed his meweyywhere and every living entity,
using his freewill, can enjoy it.

How Often does a Bald Man Go Under a Bael Tree ?

Once a shaven-headed man was going to market apem#o walk under a bael tree. By
chance a big bael fruit fell on his head from meet It hurt him very much as he was
shaven-headed. Next day, the same thing happee Wwhailwas passing again under the
same bael tree. Thereafter, he never used to pdss that tree.



After a few days, some of his friends were wagkalong with him on the same way and
when they had to pass under that bael tree, theesHeeaded person refused to go that
way, saying, “How often does a shaven-headed ngihavbael tree?” Similarly, no one
having some bitter experience like to pass the deawk in his life time.

PURPORT
A lot of people may not follow this very simple exple while they suffer many times the
same misery in this illusionary material world. Yo seem to be as wise as the shaven-
headed man in the story.
An intelligent person comes to his senses frbmn very first bitter experience of
illusionary suffering. One who frequently undergdles same kind of misery, is nothing
but an example of a most foolish entity.

Sleeping on the Bare Ground When the Bed is Broken

A man required a bed as dowry from his father-wu-l&n fact, the bed was very cheap
and he was thus treated. Very soon the bed wasbrakd the man, just to save his face
started speaking like a renunciate in respect ®intmterial loss. He decided to sleep on
the bare ground thereafter. He also started pregdiai everyone that every object of
pleasure and comfort is temporary and we shoulduece everything without a sense of
false attachment.

PURPORT
True renunciation is not that one sleeps on the gasund when the bed is broken. In
fact, this reflects nothing but a motive for eaghfame and appreciation for ones unusual
activities. When an impersonalist or illusionisb®ls off his renunciation in this material
world, he simple exposes himself to be in angetemp attachment with those objects of
apparent renunciation. He would have continuedchjoyethose objects if they were of no
trouble to him before.

Pure devotees will never expose their spirir@funciation in such a manner. They
renounce everything for the satisfaction of therSope Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri
Krsna. They know very well that the Lord is the Bupe enjoyer and that no living entity
should have any desire for enjoyment for his owkes#é pure devotee is ever satisfied
with the remnants obtained from the Lord as hissebss mercy, and he is never
unhappy or attached with any such object.

Flying Popcorn - “Govindaya Namah”

Harakanta Cakravati happened to be a famous Vasimasome village. People would
say, “Cakravati Thakura never enjoys anything withaffering it to the Lord first.” At
the Pausa Sankranti festival, the Cakravati boaghte popcorn from the market for his
wife’s lunch. By chance there was a strong gale thedpopcorn started blowing out of
his paper-bag .



At that time some of his acquaintances came¢ohém and feeling somehow awkward
in that situation, Cakravati let the rest of theagarn fly from his bag as if offering it to
the Lord while chanting, “Govindaya Namah!” On thtéher hand, the wife of Cakravati
became anxious because Cakravati was late andasked her son to find his
whereabouts.

The innocent boy found his father on the wayp@agnother persons and started telling
him, “Father, mother has been waiting for a longetifor the popcorn. Where is the
popcorn?” Thus Cakravati was put to shame as the fact was disclosed in front of
several gentlemen.

PURPORT

Those who are anxious for their sense gratificationoutwardly pretend to be pious for
earning name and fame, are just pretending to dnespin fact, the popcorn was bought
for self-satisfaction, but when it could not beayd properly, offering it to the Lord was
not real devotional service.

When a materialistic person fails to protectrheterial gains in spite of all efforts, he
may start saying, “O Lord, You are the Lord of kegpas well as killing” - that is not
true surrender.

Spitting Upward

A spoilt child once insisted that his parents stiduling down the moon and the stars
from the sky. However his parents tried hard tovaace him that it is beyond one’s
ability to even touch them, but the boy paid nodhteetheir words. Then the parents took
the boy upon the roof of a very high skyscrapandifg even then that the moon and the
stars were still beyond reach, the boy became darmwith the sky and shouted at it
saying, “Damn sky! Why do you have to hold the maad the stars so high? Look how |
will make you feel the evil consequences!”

As he was cursing thus, the idiot boy startattisg up at the sky in great disgust, but
obviously every drop of his spit fell back in lége.

PURPORT
Those who prefer to blaspheme the highest ordethef spiritual master and the
Vaisnavas, are simply attracting utter disgracenuphemselves. As such, it is advised
that all insignificant living entities should battiey to take shelter of the spiritual master
and the Vaisnavas in order to be assured of thairwell being.

Cutting One’s Own Nose to Spoil Another’s Journey

In a village there lived two neighbouring frienasdlose affinity, but subsequently they
were at odds with each other. One was named Suysardahe other Kritanta. Susanta



decided that it was better to go on pilgrimage Jome time to be away from such
bickering. So he fixed an auspicious day to starffuri.

Kritanta then found that there would be hardly ahance for him to harass Susanta if
he left the village. So he decided that by hookbprcrook Susanta should be made
compelled to stay in the village so that there \dda¢ opportunities to pick a quarrel with
him every now and then.

Kritanta was in the know that Susanta believesadme unfounded weird superstitions.
For instance, he considered it very, very inauspiito see on the onset of a journey
anyone whose nose is somehow or other amputatedKriBanta seized upon the
opportunity to amputate his own nose, just wheraBtaswas starting for Puri. He took a
seat in front of Susanta’s house with his amputatesst exhibited conspicuously.

As soon as Susanta came out of his house to bégjourney to Puri, he saw Kritanta
with his amputated nose and immediately decidexhtwel his journey.

PURPORT
Atheists behave similarly in plotting ominous desigeven at their own heavy cost so that
Vaisnavas can never make good progress in theoteal practices. These atheists do
their own spiritual harm foolishly by creating didbances on the way of the Vaisnavas
journey towards Vaikunthaloka.

Lively Hell

A pious God-conscioubrahmanaonce advised a drunkard, “Look here - for your own
sake, give up wine. In the holy scriptures it igegi that one who takes wine will go to
hell.”

The drunkard replied, “But Suren Babu also takiee!”

Thebrahmanasaid, “He will also go too hell.”

The drunkard said, “Barun Babu also takes wine!”

Thebrahmanareplied, “He will also go to hell.”

The drunkard said, “Arun Babu also takes wine!”

Thebrahmanareplied, “He will also go to hell. Whoever takeswesmust go to hell.”

Then théorahmanaasked, “What else must one do to go to hell?”

Thebrahmanatold him, “Telling lies, stealing, cheating othepsactising illicit sex -
all take you to hell.”

So then the drunkard asked him, “Then what Ww#l the fate of Brahmini the
prostitute?”

Thebrahmanaanswered, “Hell.”

The drunkard paused a while and asked, “Everydweis a prostitute must go to hell?”

Thebrahmanareplied, “Yes.”

The drunkard then questioned further, “And thab® visit a prostitute’s house, where
will they go?”

Thebrahmanasaid, “Also to hell.”

The drunkard was then beside himself with jog arclaimed, “Oh, then there must be
a hellish pandemonium in hell! If some men flockhtll, then it must be great fun!”



PURPORT

Many people in this material world take into thie@ads that there should be nothing to
worry if many people commit heinous crimes in psaun. In fact, the fallen souls who
never care for sincere devotional service to thedLare in majority on this planet.
Accordingly, the brute majority may remain complacgithout practising devotional
service to the Lord and may come to the concluiiah they will undergo the same fate
as other atheists “so what's the use of approachifgw saintly persons to get to hear
good sermons! Better to go by the majority.”

Thus many people become averse to devotionakseo the Lord. This simply reflects
the mode of passion.

Doing Sums for the Teacher

Once a landlord appointed a tutor for his son emoathly salary of fifteen rupees plus a
monthly stipend of another fifteen rupees for th@its maintenance cost. The landlord’s
son was very weak in mathematics, so the tutor dvgide him alot of sums too do by
himself. In spite of the pupil’s insisting the toto do the sums for him, the tutor would
tell him, “If I do the sums for you, then you wilever learn the methods. Rather, | would
like to demonstrate the basic method of solvingsilmas, or at least | can assist you when
you get confused. But you'll have to do all youmsufor your own practice.” The boy
was most inattentive and lazy. He had hardly atsgrést for learning maths, but he had
to engage himself in practising maths with thertuteder pressure from his parents.

One day he was loudly talking to his sidekickstlsat his tutor could easily overhear
him. “For me my father has engaged a worthlessr tatba monthly salary of fifteen
rupees plus an additional fifteen rupees for h@dfand clothing - in all thirty rupees a
month! And look, | am still doing so many sums fam everyday. Really | can’t tolerate
this anymore; this strain upon me while spendingraech money and still taking the
trouble of doing all the sums for him! Why shoulgegpay him any salary when in fact |
myself have to do all the sums?”

PURPORT

Many of us maintain a similar concept that we remoauour family life, we sacrifice alot
in the service of our spiritual master, some ofcedlect donations and do alot of
multifarious direct and indirect service for theisfaction of our spiritual master, but
what do we gain?

Here we forget that we do such sums for our benefit alone and by such services,
we are ourselves are uplifted, not the spirituastera

The spiritual master knows the sums very wall ius only for our own well-being that
he is getting the sums done by us. The spirituatenas engaging us in different services
for our own satisfaction and welfare in the patlide¥otion. Those who are averse to their
own benefit, only consider such services to be méanthe welfare of the spiritual
master, for the temple complex, for the Vaisnavasthe Lord, and thus foolishly take
little interest in them.



Golden, Silver, and Iron Shackles

There was once a prince, a minister’s son, aneastirer’'s son who were all close friends
. Once upon a time, all three of them set out ¢ang journey to different distant lands.

On the way they happened to arrive at a royal pal@cere the king of that land was

absent, but his daughter, the princess, was st#élyerg along with her two closest friends
- one the minister’'s daughter and the other thastreers daughter of that land. Those
three ladies were also similarly close friends like prince, the minister’'s son and the
treasurer’s son mentioned above.

The prince and his two friends exchanged their acgances with the princess and her
two consorts. And it wasn't long before the threeiryg men proposed to marry those
three damsels. But they hesitated as it was cugiayet permission from their respective
parents for the marriage. However, they decidedday without further delay, according

to the old saying “anything auspicious should b&téraed”.

So there happy marriages were solemnised. Tiberdhe king of the land with his
minister and treasurer came back from their trageals entered the royal palace only to
see in great astonishment that their princess lagid tivo consorts were chatting up with
three young strangers. Upon hearing that those thmen had trespassed into the royal
palace only to flirt with the young women and ttilem into an illegal marriage, the king
ordered their arrest.

The princess then begged her father to releasdtsband. The treasurer's daughter
and the ministers daughter also respectively felih@ir knees in front of their fathers and
begged them for their husbands’ release. Howewer king did not release the young
husbands, but ordered that proper respect shousdhden to the young prince by tying
him up with golden shackles, whereas the youngafotne minister should be given
silver shackles, and the treasurers son shouldbedowith iron shackles, all according
to their respective status.

PURPORT

The Supreme Lord binds up all living entities sarly in three types of shackles, namely
the material modes according to the reactions @i tlespective fruitive activities. The
bondage of goodness may very well be compared ltegashackles, that of passion to
silver shackles, and the entanglement in ignor@tatamount to iron shackles.

Whatever might be the elements or metals witickvthe shackles are made, they are
simply meant for imprisonment. Unless and until goes beyond these three material
modes or entanglements, one can never be consitterednd liberated. Only one who
completely surrenders unto the lotus feet of ther&me Lord unconditionally may thus
be delivered from such bondage.



The Pauper and the Omniscient Sage

A very poor householddorahmanahad to maintain a large number of children. The
brahmanawas almost a pauper and he lamented his prolopgeeity. The local people
never cared to help him but used to ridicule himmany ways, saying that he actually
possessed huge wealth and pretended to be a paithea motive to misappropriate
money from others on false pretexts. Thushirehmanawas being scandalized without
the slightest sympathy. As a result, trahmanalived in utmost depression and wept all
the time for his unprecedented misfortune.

It just so happened that an omniscient saingls@n once came to tieahmanaand
listened to his problems. The saintly person wafaat a omniscient sage and told the
brahmana “O brahmana you are lamenting unreasonably without knowingt thour
father had actually left for you a mass of wealihok out for that treasure, and you will
find it buried somewhere in your own courtyard.”

Upon hearing this, therahmanaimmediately started digging a place on the souther
side of his house, when the omniscient sage warmedaying, “Obrahmana You must
be aware that there you will find something morag#aous than the hornet. On that
north side, there lives a black snake and it willety devour you, then there will be no
chance of getting the treasure.”

Then thebrahmanaturned to the west side and just started diggmgearch of the
hidden treasure, when the enlightened sage adiisegdaying, “Obrahman& You must
be even more careful now. Here a ghost is staympgiated to guard your father’s hidden
treasure. He will kill you.”

Now thebrahmanacame to his wit's end and entreated the sagamaster! You to are
mocking me. As you may know, | am a completely cliejé pauper. Please don’t harass
me like this any more.”

The kind-hearted sage told him at last, “ Don't ipgpatient. You should know very well
that there must be a lot of hindrances before iagiat the ultimate goal. Your father had
possessed great intelligence and so he burietlghgure on the east side, while keeping
several unusual sentries on all other sides foteptimg the wealth. Have a little more
patience and just start digging at the east sid@off courtyard where you will reach the
fortune.”

The brahmanawas then encouraged to dig on the east side aseatland got the hidden
treasure in no time. Thereafter he was wealthytferest of his life.

PURPORT

Narrated by Sri Caitanyadeva, this story confirhat bur Supreme Father has left enough
hidden treasure for us and our spiritual masteresomto our life to lead us perfectly to
obtain that treasure . But we should be very caref avoid going in the wrong
directions. In case our efforts are directed towafmitive activities with a material
motive then we suffer from unending desires. Ondtieer hand, if we are inclined to
renounce everything then it will be suicidal in tfeld of the transcendental way of
living.



And, at the last, if we are interested in thgiggoractice, it will simply pollute our
spiritual lives. So, the best method is to takethg devotional aspect of living, which
surely helps us in achieving the real wealth witremy danger.

-THE END-



