Bhajana-Lalasa:
Hankering for Divine Service
- Thirteen Songs —
(by Bhaktivinoda Thakura from Saranégati)

Song 3
(D
hari he!
bhajane utsaha, bhaktite visvasa,
prema-labhe dhairya-dhana
bhakti-anukila, karma-pravartana,
asat-sanga-visarjana

1) O my Lord Hari! Enthusiasm in devotional service, faith in the process of
devotional service, the treasure of patience in the attainment of love of God,
performing activities favorable to pure devotion, abandoning the company of worldly
people...

(2)
bhakti-sadacara, ei chaya guna,
nahilo amara natha!
kemone bhojibo, tomara carana,
chadiya mayara satha

2) ...performing approved devotional practices-I have never possessed these six
devotional qualities, O Lord. How, then, shall I give up my affinity for Maya and
worship Your lotus feet?

3)
garhita acare, rohilama moji',
na korinu sadhu-sanga
lo'ye sadhu-vesa, ane upadesi,
e bodo mayara ranga

3) Remaining absorbed in abominable activities, I never kept company with sadhus.
Now I adopt the garb of a sadhu and act out the role of instructing others. This is
Maya's big joke.

4)

e heno dasaya, ahaituki krpa,
tomara paibo, hari!
sri-guru-asroye, dakibo tomaya,
kabe va minati kori'



4) O Lord Hari, in such a helpless condition surely I will receive Your causeless
mercy. O when, under the shelter of my spiritual master, will I call out to You with
my humble entreaty?

Song 8
(D
hari he!
tomare bhuliya, avidya-pidaya,
pidita rasana mora
krsna-nama-sudha, bhalo nahi lage,
visaya-sukhate bhora

1) O my Lord Hari! Because of forgetting You, my tongue has become embittered with
the disease of ignorance. I cannot relish the sweet nectar of Your holy name of Krsna,
for I have become addicted to the taste of worldly pleasures.

(2)
prati-dina jadi, adara koriya,
se nama kirtana kori
sitapala jeno, nasi' roga-mila,
krame swadu hoya, hari!

2) If I sing that holy name of Yours aloud every day with warm affection, then as sugar
candy taken medicinally destroys the very disease which makes it taste bitter
(jaundice), so Your holy name, O Lord Hari, will cure my spiritual disease and allow
me to gradually taste Your sweetness.

(3)
durdaiva amara, se name adara,
na hoilo, doyamoya!
dasa aparadha, amara durdaiva,
kemone hoibe ksoya

3) How great is my misfortune that I feel no appreciation for Your holy name, O
merciful Lord! In such a lamentable state, how will I be freed from committing the ten
offenses to the holy name?

€))
anudina jeno, tava nama gai,
kramete kypaya tava
aparadha ja'be, name ruci ha'be,
aswadibo namasava



4) If I sing Your name every day, then gradually by Your mercy the ten offenses will
disappear, taste for Your holy name will grow within me, and then I shall relish the
intoxicating wine of that name.



