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from the smoke and hubbub of Calcutta (yes, the very place where Pranay

Aggarwal and Ganesh Gupta, run a lassi stand on Park Street) is the Holy tract
of Land known as Gaura Mandala Bhiimi. In the center of this tract of land is the dis-
trict of Nadia, where Lord Nityananda Prabhu eternally distributes Gauranga Prema to
those who are sincere. Within this most praiseworthy district is the place of Navadvipa-
dhama, the nine transcendental islands in which that Supremely merciful Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu performs his unparalleled pastimes. In the center of these nine
islands is the most glorious Antardvipa, the appearance place of that most beautiful Lord
Gauranga. In the southern part of this island is the forest of Ishodyan, where the Lord
performs His childhood pastimes with His intimate friends. Situated in this forest there
is a transcendental hut with twelve gracefully sloping roofs, in three levels, known
throughout the universe as "The Tribhuvana Bhavana". Seated in a dignified manner
between two pleasingly large round pillows in the center of this hut is Orh Vispupada
Paramaharnsa Parivrajakacarya 108 Sri Srimad Krsna Krpa Mirti Parama Puja Pada
Mukunda Prestha Radha-Priya Jana Suhotra Swami Maharaja.

It is 6:30 Dvadasi morning, the mist is still visible above the spreading paddy fields
surrounding the Vidyapitha as the reddish sun gracefully rises above the eastern horizon.

"So is everything ready?" speaks the Maharaja, each word deep with meaning.

Ananda Tirtha, a faint grin visible on his all-knowing face, nods affirmatively and slowly
turns to leave.

"The kasundhi." adds Ptirna Swami. "Be quick as the auspicious time has arrived."

Gaura-Narayana and Ananda Tirtha assisted by others bring in many indescribable
heavenly delights having been first offered with great devotion to their Lordships
Laksmi-Nrsirhha and Sri-Sri Radha-Giridhar.

"First place the puffed rice, the grated coconut and the steamed potatoes, then the
sliced tomatoes, diced coriander leaves and then smother it with kasundhi." directs
Purna Swami.

A still comes over the room, and all eyes turn to the Holy Maharaja. Slowly a grin
comes to his face and then, laughter. The boat of Suhotra Maharaja's transcendental
pastimes leaves its moorings and floats far into the ocean of happiness.

May my eyes always be decorated with the auspicious sight of Suhotra Swami's
wonderful activities. May his followers and well-wishers be blessed by his mercy and
may they kindly shower their mercy upon this humble servant.

@ nce upon a time, in a far distant place, in the center of the universe, well away

Your servant,
A.V. Bhaktividya Piirpa Swami



10 $r1 vyasa Puja 1998
~— A DO \S e

tad viddhi pranipatena
pariprasnena sevaya

upadeksyanti te jiianar
JAianinas tattva-darsinah

Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master.
Inquire from him submissively and render service unto him.
The self-realized souls can impart knowledge unto you
because they have seen the truth. ‘A

designed by Krsnavalli devi dast
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or ajiiana-timirandhasya jAiananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitarh yena tasmai Sri-gurave namah

I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, who has opened my eyes,
which were blinded by the darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of knowledge.

§ri-caitanya-mano-'bhistar sthdpitar yena bhii-tale
svayarm rigpah kada mahyarn dadati sva-padantikam

When will Srila Ripa Gosvami Prabhupada, who has established within this
material world the mission to fulfill the desire of Lord Caitanya, give me shelter
under his lotus feet?

vande 'ham Sri-guroh $ri-yuta-pada-kamalarir §ri-guriin vaisnavans ca
Sri-riipam sagrajatam saha-gana-raghundthanvitar tari sa jivam
sadvaitam savadhiatam parijana-sahitarh krsna-caitanya-devar
Sri-radha-krsna-padan saha-gana-lalita-sri-visakhanvitams ca

I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master and of
all the other preceptors on the path of devotional service. I offer my respectful obei-
sances unto all the Vaisnavas and unto the six Gosvamis, including Srila Riipa
Gosvami, Srila Sanatana Gosvami, Ragunatha dasa Gosvami, Jiva Gosvami, and
their associates. I offer my respectful obeisances unto Sri Advaita Acarya Prabhu,
Sri Nityananda Prabhu, S11 Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and all His devotees, headed by
Srivasa Thakura. I then offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of Lord
Krsna, Srimati Radharani, and all the gopis, headed by Lalita and Visakha.

nama om visnu-paddya krsna-presthdaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace Srila Suhotra Swami,
who is very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

namas te guru-hamsaya kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupdda-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

I offer my respectful obisances unto you, who are the siritha-guru and the one
who takes away the influence of Kali-yuga by delivering wonderful lectures on
the scientific teachings of Srila Prabhupada.

11
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

1 offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, who is very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine

— . =

nirviSesa-sanyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, o spiritual master, servant of Sarasvati
Gosvami. You are kindly delivering the Western countries, which are filled with
impersonalism and voidism.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
- Srimate bhaktisiddhdanta-sarasvatiti namine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati, who is very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

Sri-varsabhanavi-devi-dayitaya krpabdhaye
~ krsna-sambandha-vijiiana-dayine prabhave namah

I offer my respectful obeisances to Sri Varsabhanavi-devi-dayita, who is
favored by Srimati Radharani and who is the ocean of transcendental mercy and
the deliverer of the science of Krsna.

madhuryojjvala-premdadhya-$ri-ripanuga-bhaktida-
$ri-gaura-karund-sakti-vigrahdya namo 'stu te

I offer my respectful obeisances unot you, the pesonified energy of $1i Caitanya's
mercy, who deliver devotional service which is enriched with conjugal love of
Radha and Krsna, coming exactly in the line of revelation of Srila Riipa Gosvami.

- =

namas te gaura-vani-sri-miirtaye dina-tarine
rilpanuga-viruddhapasiddhanta-dhvanta harine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto you, who are the personified teachings
of Lord Caitanya.. You are the deliverer of the fallen souls. You do not tolerate
any statement which is against the teachings of devotional service enunciated by
Srila Riipa Gosvami.
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namo gaura-kiSordya saksad-vairagya-miirtaye
vipralambha-rasambhode padambujaya te namah

I offer my respectful obeisances unto Gaurakisora dasa Babaji Maharaja, who
is renunciation personified. He is always merged in a feeling of separation and
intense love of Krsna.

namo bhaktivinodaya sac-cid-ananda-namine
gaura-Sakti-svariipaya rigpanuga-varaya te

I offer my respectful obeisances unto Saccidananda Bhaktivinoda, who is tran-
scendental energy of Caitanya Mahaprabhu. He is a strict follower of the
Gosvamis, headed by Srila Riipa.

gauravirbhdva-bhiimes tvari nirdesta saj-jana-priyah
vaispava-sarvabhaumah §ri-jagannathaya te namah

I offer my respectful obeisances to Jagannatha dasa Babaji, who is respected
by the entire Vaispnava community and who discovered the place where Lord
Caitanya appeared.

varicha-kalpatarubhyas ca krpa-sindhubhya evas ca
patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namah

1 offer my respectful obeisances unto all the Vaisnava devotees of the Lord.
They are just like desire trees who can fulfill the desires of everyone, and they
are full of compassion for the fallen conditioned souls.

namo mahd-vadanydya krsna-prema-pradaya te
krsnaya krsna-caitanya-namne gaura-tvise namah

O most munificient incarnation! You are Krsna Himself appearing as Sri
Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu. You have assumed the golden color of Srimafi
Radharani, and You are widely distributing pure love of Krsna. We offer our
respectful obeisances unto You.

parfica-tattvatmakarm krsnarm bhakta-rapa-svarapakam
bhaktavatararm bhaktakhyarn namami bhakta-saktikam

13
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1 offer my obeisances unto the Supreme Lord, Krsna, who is nondifferent from
HIs features as a devotee, devotional incarnation, devotional manifestation, pure
devotee, and devotional energy.

he krsna karuna-sindho dina-bandho jagat-pate
gopesa gopika-kanta radha-kanta namo 'stu te

O my dear Krsna, ocean of mercy, You are the friend of the distrassed and the
source of creation. You are the master of the cowherd men and the lover of the
gopis, especially Radharani. I offer my respectful obeisances unto You.

Jayatarh suratau pangor mama manda-mater gatt
mat-sarvasva-padambhojau radha-madana-mohanau

Glory to the all-merciful Radha and Madana-Mohana! 1 am lame and ill
advised, yet They are my directors, and Their lotus feet are everything to me.

divyad-vrndaranya-kalpa-drumadhah
Srimad-ratnagara-simhasana-sthau
Srimad-radha-srila-govinda-devau
presthalibhih sevyamanau smarami

Ina tempie of jewels in Vrndavana, underneath a desire tree, Sri Sri Radha-
Govinda, served by Their most confidential associates, sit upon an effulgent
throne. I offer my humble obeisamces unto Them.

§riman rasa-rasarambhi vamsi-vata-tata-sthitah
karsan venu-svanair gopir gopindthah Sriye 'stu nah

Sri Srila Gopinitha, who originated the transcendental mellow of the rasa
dance, stands on the shore in Varsivata and attracts the attention of the cowherd
damsels with the sound of His celebrated flute. May they all confer upon us their
benediction.

tapta-karicana-gaurangi radhe vrndavanesvari
vrSabhdanu-sute devi pranamami hari-priye

I offer my respects to Radharani, whose bodily complexion is like the molten
gold and who is the Queen of Vrndavana. You are the daughter of King
Vrsabhéanu, and You are very dear to Lord Krsna.
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jaya Sri-krsna-caitanya
prabhu nityananda
Sri-advaita gadadhara
srivasadi-gaura-bhakta-vrnda

hare krsna hare krsna
krsna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama
rama rama hare hare
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Guru Mahargja’s Homage
to Srila Prabhupada

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Your Divine Grace!

On this Vyasa-piija, I submit myself as a servant who has no
other shelter than your lotus feet. I pray for your continued
protection in my small attempts to somehow assist you in your
mission. You are my only hope.

Thank you.

Suhotra Swami
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My dear Spiritual Father,

Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet!
All glories to Your Divine Grace!

nama ow1 visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te g

uru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine

prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

om ajfiana-timirandhasya

There was such a long time
when I couldn't see you. Your
sunny existence is the cure for
my ignorance. I wounded you
so much and I want to cure the
mistake with deeper engross-
ment into the mission of Sri-Sr1
Gaura-Nitai.

Thank you for the strong hand
which is unmistakably ready to
serve your disciples in so many
wonderful ways. I always want
to remember your divine image
guiding me through the dense
forest of unlimited nescience.
Bowed down I still desire to see
your blissful face. I want you and
I to remain like this forever. I
don't wish to let you down,
please give me your mercy for
this to be so. Let me worship the
river with a handful of water.
Hare Krsna!

Your eternal servant,
Abhaya Mudra dev1 dast

caksur unmilitam yena
tasmai §ri-gurave namah
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Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your soft lotus feet, softer than lotus flower.
All glories to you whom I one day hope to serve with all my heart.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada whom you serve with all your heart; your soft Vaisnava
heart which can melt everyone.

You are the horizon on which all divine qualities arise with their full shine, and humility is
your most beautiful ornament. Your presence in my life is the source of real affection and rela-
tionship which are beyond my experience in the conditioned world. I feel so fortunate to be
somehow bound to you. This is not my merit; your mercy still remains my only qualification.

What can I offer you on this day, my dear Gurudeva? My thoughts are still capti-
vated by illusion, my words are too gross to describe your sublimity. My service? You
deserve much more than I can ever possibly give you. Everything I have actually
belongs to you. But by giving you what belongs to you I become yours.

Now, after all these years feeling like a pretender, there are so many things I want to wipe
off and to begin again my spiritual life, but as a better disciple. I am filled with remorse and
it seems this is the only thing I can offer you on this day, along with this desire in the depth
of my heart, to improve, to become like you want me to be. Aware of my being low I cry
out: When will that day come? Your great compassion remains my only hope.

Your servant,
Adhika Daya devi dasi
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Dear Guru Maharzja,

nama om visnu-pdd&ya krsna -presthaya bhi-tale

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to you.

I would like to thank you for giving me strength and isnspiration to continue per-
forming devotional service inspite of so many troubles I cause to you. I pray I could
approach you in a more direct way, open my heart to you and willfully accept your
instructions. I can see daily what is really out there in the kingdom of Maya. It's full
of illusory promises of happiness. While trying to get it one finds himself bound by dis-
tress, which comes immediately, not letting us even for a moment relish the joy of this
mortal world. I also fall under her grip imperceptibly, desiring to avoid your direct
association in the form of your instructions. And that's becommg my greatest misfor-
tune.

Some time ago I had a dream of you, advising me that I accept the association of
devotees and give up the mode of passion. Sadhu-sanga is really the best cure for
impersonalism. Thank you for giving me such association.

Once you were in our temple you asked me to find a key from your room. So I ran
here and trere but nobody knew where it was. Then finally I got a bunch of about 20
keys. I went to your room and informed you I'll try the right one. I prayed so that I don't
disturb you by noise too long. Then I took the first key, tried it and ... Amazing... it was
the right one. I could see that when we have a sincere desire to serve you, you are direct-
ing us in a perfect way in such service. Of course if somebody wants to be cheated, he'll
get so many Maya's agents whom he can serve and devote himself. But fortunately in
ISKCON of Srila Prabhupada we have so nice association of devotees of the Lord,
where we can cultivate the desire and determination to surrender ourselves fully to the
bonafide spiritual master. I can see on my Godbrothers a Godsisters, how they are bound
from day to day more to you and how you inspire them to make spiritual progress. Let
me appreciate more their association, so that I could also become bound to you.

Your unworthy servant,
Amartya-nadi dasa
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Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my humble obeisances!

On this very auspicious day, the day of your Vyasa-plija, we can once again remem-
ber our debt to you, our spiritual master.

You travel all around the world like a restless child, preaching the glories of Sii
Krsna. You have unflinching faith in the words of Srila Prabhupada. Your mind can't
be deviated from the Absolute Truth and you are uncompromising with speculators and
deviations.

How can I express my gratitude for your divine qualities and help? From my side 1
can't show big results or achievements. I'm sorry. Many times I remember your words
and instructions and I hope one day I'll be able to fulfill them.. I would like to do so
much but I can do so little.

Dear Guru Mahar3ja, it may look like I'm a person who is always absorbed in house-
hold affairs and doesn't have time for spiritual activities, but I actually never feel your
absence. You are always present in my heart by your words and instructions. I'm not
afraid of anything in this world. I'm only afraid of forgetting the lotus feet of Lord Sr
Krsna. If I always remember Krsna and depend on Him, then nothing bad can over-
come me. That's how you have taught me to be. \

Your servant, .
Ananda-Laksmi devi dasi

Dear Guru Maharija,

By this letter I want to bring you pleasure, and I understand that I can only do so if
I use my whole life for fulfilling your mission, which you have inherited from Srila
Prabhupada. This mission is coming down from Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Who has come
to grant the greatest benediction — pure love of Godhead — to even the most fallen in
this degraded age.

Krsna eternally fulfils the desires of all living entities, regardless of what they want,
thus giving them the opportunity to return to His eternal pastimes. But the devotees of
the Lord are even more merciful, because they give by force that which the Lord grants,
considering the free choice of everyone.
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I pray that I would never lose my connection with you, because your mercy is my
only chance to completely change my heart.

I don't understand what attracts you to such a degraded place as Bulgaria, where the
policemen are criminals, the government is guided by the Mafia and the common people
are only interested in the most gross sense gratification. Only a great devotee of the Lord
would sacrifice all that he has, tolerating everything, just so that he can reclaim as many
souls as possible back to Godhead. Aren't the pure so few and the fallen so many?

Only the pure devotees, not caring for the masks covering the living entities' real
faces are trying to help them awaken their natural love for Krsna. Therefore, what other
chance do I have, but to serve always your lotus feet with humility?

Your humble servant,
Anandamaya dasa
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Dear Guru Maharaja,
Let me offer my obeisances at your lotus feet.

nama on'z visnu-p&ddya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale

namas te guru-harsaya, kali-prabhava-hdarine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja, although your matchless glories are far too inconceivable for me,
please let me try to express something of what has reached this dark brain from the blinding
effulgence that shines from your personality. Although I have no qualifications to assess even
a tiny spark of your wonderful qualities, I still try to say a few words about your glories.

Dear Guru Maharaja, you have appeared in this world, to bring blessings to all liv-
ing entities. With endless compassion for everybody, you only make efforts to some-
how be of help to us in our hopeless spiritual position. This selfless helping spirit can-
not be seen in others, solely in Krsna's pure devotees, who are 100% free of envy.

There may be other people in the world who try to help others, but desiring recognition and
not knowing about the real identity of the soul, they try to squeeze out some kind of sense grat-
ification from this. But as a pure devotee you have the knowledge and the desire to be able to
help each and every living entity, so that they achieve their perfect and ever happy position.

Dear Guru Mahardja, I am sure that you would like it even more than ourselves that we
all go back to Krsna. You really know what the spiritual world is like and you see what
terrible suffering this material world is, this that we think the highest happiness.

You are like a parent, who sees that his child is ill, and out of his deep compassion, is
willing to do whatever he can to give him the medicine by which he can be cured. Because
this medicine seems to be bitter on our level, we are kicking against it and are trying every-
thing to avoid having to take it. You, however, are convinced that only this medicine of
devotional service can save us, so you are trying tirelessly, sometimes by tricks, sometimes
by hard words, to make us take the medicine that will save our lives.

Dear Guru Maharaja, how could anybody thank you for the selfless service you do
for us. Your service to us makes us indebted and makes us offer endless service to you.
Please give me strength and intelligence, so that I can always serve your lotus feet, so
that I may always help your great mission, and that all living entities can get the oppor-
tunity to realize their eternal relationship with the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri
Krsna. When I am able to participate in your mission, my life will become successful,
but until then I am hanging around in this world like a zombie.

Desiring to really understand and serve your lotus feet

I remain your fallen servant,
Antardhi dasa
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nama orh visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Mahariaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to StT $ri Radhika-Nandanandana!

All glories to Your Divine Grace!

All glories to your inconceivable service to Srila Prabhupada!

he guro jiana-da dina-bandho
svananda-datah karunaika-sindho
vrrdavanasina hitavatara
prasida radhd-pranaya-pracdra

O spiritual master, O giver of divine wisdom, O friend of the fallen, you are
giver of your own bliss and you are the only ocean of mercy. Although dwelling
in Vrndavana, you have descended for the welfare of fallen souls like myself and
you are preaching the divine love of Radha for Krsna. Please be kind upon me.

Their Lordships Sri S1i Radha and
Krsna eternally reside in your lotus-
like heart being extremely pleased with
your unparalelled service to Them. On
your request (I see no other reason)
They expanded from there, kindly
allowing me to try to serve Them.

I know you can be pleased with me
only if I simply love Them and if I can
make my heart so pure that it becomes
a suitable place to invite Them to. Dear
Guru Maharaja, you are helping me so
much to advance toward this goal,
actually you are mercifully dragging
me toward it because I am so lazy.
Being so much indebted to Your
Divine Grace strengthens my determi-
nation to serve you and to try to be less
of a burden for you.
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You are the embodiment of tolerance and compassion toward the most fallen and
unqualified. Please kindly forgive me the countless offences and mistakes I am com-
mitting while trying to do something useful for your pleasure.

1 am simply praying to Your Divine Grace and Sri S17 Radha and Krsna that I never have
a desire other than to just serve Them in the secure shelter of the shadow of your lotus feet.

Your humble servant,

Miss Apple

Dear Guru Maharija,

Please accept my most humble obeisances unto your lotus feet!
All glories to Your Divine Grace!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

nama ow visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhi-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-harmsaya, kali-prabhdva-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

I have still present in my mind your words, Guru Mahardja, spoken during your last
stay in Warsaw. You said that the real value of things could be considered only in rela-
tion with Krsna. During this lecture you said also that this material creation and our
present bodies only have value if they help us to obtain Krsna consciousness.

For me, personally, your preaching is the most helpful thing in approaching Krsna con-
sciousness. Essentially, this preaching reflects the complete sense of this movement, direct-
ing us towards rendering causeless devotional service and finally to obtaining pure love for
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. You said: "If you see Krsna, just serve Him!"

Your transcendental message is a powerful authorized process coming directly from
Lord Krsna's heart. He says in Bhagavad-gita: "For one who explains this supreme
secret to the devotees, pure devotional service is guaranteed, and at the end he will
come back to Me. There is no servant in this world more dear to Me than he, nor will
there ever be one more dear." (Bg. 18.68-69)
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Dear Guru Maharaja. Having association of your sublime personality one can be freed
from every kind of doubt and can start using this human form seriously. Such a thing is
possible only thanks to your personality and because you are a pure devotee. It is a won-
derful and, at the same time, unique thing in this age of Kali. Thanks to your causeless
mercy events that were earlier distant and unreal for me, nowadays become close and
real. You change the surrounding reality, giving help in making progress in our spiritual
life, as if you were using the philosopher's stone, which is your unlimited compassion.

You are for me, Guru Maharaja, an embodiment of a special kind of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu's mercy, offered to rebellious living entities that life after life suffer in a
cage of illusory reality.

Therefore, I thank you, Dear Guru Maharaja, with my whole heart for your devotion,
compassion and well-wishing.

Your servant,
Asdrama dasa
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Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my humble obeisances,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
All glories to you!

Every year I face the same dilemma - how to describe your unlimited glories and
wonderful qualities. In fact for such a conditioned soul as myself it is almost impossi-
ble. I can see your glories when others glorify you and appreciate you.

Just like once you gave a lecture at the University of Wroclaw, watching one of the
guests it could be understood that he did not like the lecture. Later on it appeared that
he was a university professor. After the lecture he asked a question which showed his
dissatisfaction. However, after the lecture the same person approached you and con-
gratulated you.The man said that he would like to learn to answer questions in the way
you did. That evening many people came to you to thank you for the lecture. This is
the best example of how you, as a pure devotee, attract others by your sublime quali-
ties and your preaching.

I saw that you were very happy after
that lecture. You wanted this preaching to
expand. You made plans for more pro-
grams in the future. It made me realize
how deeply the sankirtana mission of
Lord Caitanya is situated in your heart.
You are completely devoted to the mis-
sion of your spiritual master. It makes
you happiest when you see others receiv-
ing and accepting Krsna consciousness.

Seeing your efforts to spread that
mission around the world I would like
to be able to help you. But because of
lack of qualification, mental concoc-
tion, and material desires I am com-
pletely useless. Still you are so merci-
ful that you accept me as your disciple.
I am very grateful for that, and for all
your instructions which let me continue my devotional service.

Please forgive me all my faults and let me serve you in this sankirtana mission of
book distribution.

Your eternal servant,
Atma-maya devi dast
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti ndmine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada and your service to him!

Right now, the devotees around me are discussing the difficult situation in the world today.
They mentioned that the Japanese economy is completely broke, which in turn, produced a
chain reaction, thereby affecting the economies of other "great” world forces. Things have
gone so far that the Russian President hid himself, and the mass media reported that he is dead.

The situation in the world
today is very tense. The world's
history follows its natural flow.
Things always tend to degrade. In
China, for instance, one can freely
purchase an aborted human
embryo and cook it for dinner.
There was even an article, appear-
ing in a Chinese newspaper,
wherein one doctor stated that she
highly recommends eating human
embryos to improve our health.
She even witnessed that since she
eats these human embryos (six
months), she feels very well. In
the article, there was even a recipe
about how to cook an embryo.

It is not amazing that everyone utterly goes to hell. What is interesting is that we, the
representatives of this Raksasa culture, have been transformed into followers of Lord
Caitanya. What is amazing is that we are also given a chance to get out of this madness
and regain our original spiritual position.

The glories of the guru-parampara are unlimited. We, the disciples, will never be
able to repay our debts to you, who perfectly represent the guru-parampara by self-
lessly sacrificing everything, just so that we can somehow get the point that there is no
substance in this pit of material existence. This world of shadows is just a product of
our own hallucination, based on the false premise that we are a part of it.




30 Sri Vyasa Puja 1998
~— B DF\S e

If it was not for you coming to open our eyes to reality, we would still be loitering
in the dark maze of material existence, bound by the matrix covering our pure con-
sciousness. Reading your books, one gets a clear picture of the truth. You give us the
map, by the use of which, we can get out of here:

We may choose to surrender to the substance of bliss — the spiritual nature, our
true nature. Or we may choose to pursue the shadow that plays upon the waves
of time — the material nature, our false nature,

But that shadow is also a form of the Supreme Person. Then why is it wrong for
the soul to choose to enjoy matter? It is wrong because the material world is not
free, just as a prison is not free. Freedom is the very thing that makes real happi-
ness possible. Krsna is absolutely free to enjoy Himself eternally. The spiritual
world celebrates that freedom, but the material world does not. A liberated soul is
he who eternally chooses to celebrate Krsna's happiness. That celebration is his key
to the spiritual world. Even if a liberated soul celebrates Krsna's happiness in the
material world, matter doesn't "matter”. Since Krsna is the purusa everywhere, the
liberated soul is always with Him. Matter "matters" when the soul chooses to enjoy
matter, because at that instant he throws away the key to liberation and is entombed
by the three modes of nature within the matrix of mundane experience.

(Transcendental Personalism, page 56)

My words fall short in the attempt to describe your glories. Having this in mind, I'll
resort to using the words of those who have come closer to fully comprehending your
excellent character. What follows is an excerpt from an interview with Manidhara
Prabhu, taken in February this year:

Interviewer: What do you think are the most outstanding qualities of Suhotra Swami?
Manidhara Prabhu: When you want to glorify a person without some cheap senti-
ment then you have to have a little ability to understand also his qualities. This means
that you have to have something of those qualities yourself. Therefore, I can not suf-
ficiently glorify Suhotra Swami, because I don't have these qualities. I can only, in a
very, very, limited way describe the glimpses which I believe, I got on the way of
something like that. But I just know that, I would say that, there are not many people
of this kind of quality on this planet. I haven't traveled all over the planet and haven't
seen them all, but in my life I haven't met many of these incredible devotees of his
caliber. Even materially speaking his intellectual abilities are incredible. I haven't met
anybody in my whole life who has such an ability to absorb...I mean, not many, who
actually have the ability to absorb knowledge so quickly, in such a conclusive way.
One of the most wonderful things, what personally I like about him most, is that
he has such a far reaching intellectual understanding, but he never loses touch of
the basis. In other words, he doesn't drift off into some esoteric realms, being
enchanted by his amazing intelligence. I had some Godbrothers before, who were
also extremely intelligent but somewhere along the way, they became proud of
their intelligence and they got severely in trouble. So being that intelligent, and
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staying that simple in his approach — that requires an incredible deal of humility.

I saw throughout the years that not many people may understand Suhotra
Swami from the first look. He is not an easy person to understand from the first
look. Because maybe even socially, or emotionally, he may not be the most eas-
ily and immediately approachable person. I know even people who are maybe
afraid of him to some degree. Or let’s say, they have a very good respect. They
don't know, “What can he do now? Is he going to be heavy? Is he going to be
sweet? Is he going to...", they sensed, there is something very heavy going on
here. But actually, this is only the external part. You know? So far, I saw him
from inside, whatever little, little inside glimpse I got. There is an incredible,
soft, gentle, and very shy devotee inside. '

Guru Maharaja, thank you for allowing me to take shelter at your lotus feet.
Everything I have, I owe to you. You are everything for me. '
All glories to you, Oh Vaisnava Thakura!

Your humble servant,
Bhagadatta dasa

My dear Goswami Mahardja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the divine dust of your soft lotus feet.
All glories to you and to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.

Throughout the years of my practice of Krsna consciousness, I have realized that
although I often hear things repeatedly, so many times it happens that suddenly a sen-
tence or even a word makes me wonder about its meaning. Especially when I hear it
through your lotus mouth. It makes things look different, guru-mukha-padma-vakhya,
cittete koriyd aikya. Your words purify my existence in such a way that I can see things
with another outlook. In fact, your powerful words turn matter to spirit and wherever
you go, the material world ceases to exist.

Krsna consciousness is very deep. It is so easy to say that one should work for the plea-
sure of Krsna without any selfish interest but doing it really, is another thing. Your surren-
der to Krsna and Srila Prabhupada is so real. We often talk about surrendering, but we usu-
ally make sure that we ourselves get our desires fulfilled too. You are not interested in that.

Therefore my entire strength throughout my life, is the security I feel by seeing,
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hearing, and following your outstanding example of complete surrender to this mission
of living and spreading Krsna consciousness. In one lecture you said: "The interest of
the spiritual master is to see that the disciple is engaged in Krsna’s service and loves
Krsna. He is not interested in the service to himself." That is the way I know you.

You are taking very good care of me. More than I deserve it. I can understand that
without loving you, there is no question of loving Krsna. However, to cultivate real love
for you, we must enthusiastically accept your guidance and associate with you in what-
ever way possible. For example, we follow exactly your travel schedule and like to hear
from your personal servants about your uncommon activities. Above all, this celebration
is very important for us to make our love more firm. Thank you, that you sacrifice this
day for our advancement, although you are not interested in your personal worship.

At this auspicious event of your appearance day, I ask myself: how much did I make
advancement in Krsna consciousness since last year, when I was thinking that I will ulti-
mately surrender and will start becoming a pure devotee and love Krsna. The thing for
which one works very hard is very dear. One never gives it up again. But how dear is Krsna
to us?

You know Krsna in truth. You are competent to give love of Krsna to your disciples by
your causeless mercy, for you have realized the ultimate goal of life. But we must work hard
on our Krsna consciousness to be able to get the strength to keep what you are giving us.

I do not need to mention how important to me is my relationship to you. This relationship
is the inspiration of my life. All other so-called relationships are not really satisfying. We are
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eternal servants of Krsna and we only have one need — Krsna. We are searching for Krsna
in all our relationships, but to realize Krsna without the spiritual master is not possible.

I beg you humbly to remain my guide and most dear spiritual father, life after life
and occupy every place in my meditation with your presence, so that there is no chance
for material consciousness to enter. Being eternally indebted to you, I remain.

Your foolish servant,
Bhagavat-dharma dasa

nama o visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale

TS DY R

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja,
My dear spiritual father,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada and to your glorious service in the sankirtana mission!

The day of your appearance is significant for many conditioned souls in this world,
and for your disciples it is indeed worshipable. I feel unable to glorify you suitably but
at the same time I feel very thankful and obliged to you. Therefore I'll make an attempt
for your pleasure. .

You are pure and transcendental, you are full of divine bliss, you are a vast ocean of
real knowledge which shines out through your very form and mouth. But you are hum-
ble and compassionate to the conditioned spirit souls for you are Krsna's pure devotee
and His true representative. ‘

You are a real and chaste disciple of Srila Prabhupada. Your heart is entirely devot-
ed to him with love and your relationship with him is so strong and potent that it binds
up emotionally even my steel-framed heart. ,

Your preaching, with powerful words and with your very presence, brings condi-
tioned souls from Maya's lap to the lotus feet of Krsna. Thus you are changing many
hearts, planting in them the bhakti lata bija. Then you pour your mercy upon us in the
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form of your ecstatic kirtanas, emotional bhajanas, enlightening and inspiring lectures,
confidential and delighting darsanas. Your holy presence dispels all illusions and
doubts and makes our minds peaceful and our hearts blissful.

You are tolerant as a careful, loving father for his children. Your mercy is equally
distributed, but some are taking more advantage than others. Let me always be a ser-
vant and let me always have the association of those sincere and dedicated disciples.

This is only a glimpse of the qualities of your transcendental bhagavata personality
which I am able to perceive with my limited, contaminated consciousness. And
although that knowledge is enough to bring me back to home (back to Godhead), in my
heart I feel a desire to come to know you more and more,

Your insignificant servant,
Bhara-dhari dasa

4 -

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

The fundamental basis of the process of Krsna consciousness is the chanting and
hearing of the holy name of the Lord. In this way we can purify and elevate our con-
sciousness, and become happy. You are a perfect example of the devotee who is com-
pletely absorbed in spreading the name and knowledge of Krsna.

You are teaching how one should engage everything, whatever one has, in devo-
tional service to Krsna and in this way become free from material bondage. Due to your
preaching activity many conditioned souls have come in contact with the holy name
and got a chance to begin their spiritual life.

Your preaching to the intellectual class of people by presenting different aspects of
Vaisnava philosophy is only one side of your many-sided field of activity. Your potent,
significant, precisely chosen words remind the hearers of the Supreme Lord and are
able to change their lives. It is worth the endeavor to become in some way useful in
your mission. Please let me become your insignificant servant.

Your servant,
Bhatta Raghunitha dasa
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siddhanta-raksakam avaisnava-vada-bhangar
Santam sudhira-Sarandgata-raja-hariisam
sisyasya Soka-suvinasam u bhakti-dakam
svami-suhotra-gurudevam aharn bhajami

Protector of philosophical conclusions, smasher of non-devotional
theories, calm, the royal swan among the intelligent surrendered ones,
dispeller of his disciples’ worries and giver of devotion — I worship
that Gurudeva, Suhotra Swami Maharaja.

Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my respectful obeisances,
All glories to you on this most auspicious day!

Since writing my last offering I have had the fortune of meeting you three times,
doing service for you, listening to your wonderful classes and asking (several times
stupid) questions. My realization of the importance of all these things has increased a
little. There is a common Puranic verse that says that while deities and holy water puri-
fy only slowly, the sadhu purifies only by his darsana.

I have also met and got to know several new godbrothers, and I must say that at least
from my perspective they also have this power. It is so nice to see how different disci-
ples have different portions of your qualities Guru Maharaja. Some are very learned,
some very stalwart sankirtana devotees, some expert kirtaniyas. 1 try to appreciate
these qualities and see the relationship with you. You have often said that we have to
show our devotion by co-operating with other devotees, not leave all relationships and
try to find our private place of bhajana. 1 am trying to become better in this regard.

From my experience with your other disciples, Gurudeva, I must also say I feel very
unqualified. They are all so much more surrendered, so dedicated to you and to the mis-
sion of Srila Prabhupada that you are carrying onward with unflinching devotion. I
often wonder why you still show me so much kindness and let me serve you in newer
and newer ways. You are so expert in bringing out the best in everyone, you are an
ocean of mercy. What hope is there for someone like me without you? Please contin-
ue letting me serve you, in spite all of my disqualifications, so that someday I may get
rid of these disqualifications and become like your other, real, disciples.

Your servant,
Bhrgu Muni dasa



Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my respectful obeisances at your lotus feet.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthdya bhi-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

It is impossible to perform devotional service with consciousness as absorbed in
material desires as my consciousness is. I would like to develop a desire to regret every
moment of neglecting my primary duty, devotional service unto you. Your desire is to
help the entangled living entities. Please fix this desire into my heart.

Your eternal servant,
Brajera-rakhala dasa
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My dearmost Gurudeva,

Please, accept my most respectful obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. I bow my
head at your feet, taking that dust as the dearest treasure.

I'm very happy to be able to share the transcendental joy of my godbrothers and god-
sisters by taking part at least from a distance (through this Vyasa-piija offering) in the
celebration ceremony of this blessed day of your appearance.

One more year passed away and I wonder what kind of year it was? I'd like to think it
was mainly a year of endeavors to please you, but my intelligence doubts it: “Do you real-
ly believe that, Sir? Are you sure about it?” I know my sincerity is 'mixed with wax' and
my devotion is pure like water from a filthy place. Still your great appreciation of our
smallest and most insignificant attempts to please you makes us so much attached to you.

You can see my selfishness, for my service I want to be paid with your attention. I'm not a
good servant, as you can see. Still you are kindly accepting me. My selfishness goes so far, that
even in my attempts to glorify you, I'm only talking about my self - it's shameless. Nonetheless
I still hope, some wonderful day, to become a better servant at your divine lotus feet. Today I
have a chance. It’s your day — a time when we are supposed to glorify, remember and meditate
on you more than any other day of the year. Today I take in my mind a leaf of a kalpa-vrksa
tree and wish my self to be able to sincerely serve you all my life and after that as well. I want
to take your instructions deep into my heart and to keep them there as a most precious jewel.

I am forever indebted to you Gurudeva.

We are eternally connected

Praying for the mercy of the Vaisnavas, I always remain

Your foolish child,
Carucandra dasa

Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my respectful obeisances,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

On this most auspicious day of your divine appearance in the material world I want
to express my gratefulness for everything you gave to me, one of the fallen conditioned
souls of Kali-yuga.
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You are the personification of Krsna’s mercy. Although your position is so exalted
~ being a pure devotee of the Lord, possessing so many wonderful qualities, such deep
realizations on the science of Krsna consciousness — you give your association to all of
us. You have so much compassion for the suffering living beings, who had forgotten
Krsna and devotional service to Him, that you are taking on many troubles by travel-
ing all the time in so many places, in so many countries (even Bulgaria), trying to
invoke the spark of Krsna consciousness sleeping in everyone’s heart.

This service is very heavy, but despite all difficult circumstances you are always in
bliss. You are in this material world of the three modes of nature, but you are tran-
scendentally situated just like the lotus flower is in the water, but simultaneously it is
not touched by the water. I'm very happy to have such a spiritual master. You are a real
representative of guru parampara. You are leading me back home, back to Godhead.

Am I going to succeed and return to my real home in the spiritual world with Krsna?

I don’t know. I want to very much, but I'm feeling so foolish and unqualified for this.
My only hope is in the connection with you and the other devotees.

I’m praying to be always somehow or other in connection with you and the devo-
tees, and maybe then, one day I will have opportunity to go with you to Krsna.

Your eternal servant,
Cintamani devi dasi

o ajiiana-timirandhasya
caksur unmilitar yena
tasmai §ri-gurave namah

I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, who has opened my
eyes, which were blinded by the darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of
knowledge.

mitkhar karoti vacalari
- pangum langhayate girim
yat-krpa tam ahari vande
$§ri gurum dina taranam
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By the mercy of the spiritual master a lame man can climb mountains and a
dumb man can speak philosophy.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthiya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace Srila Suhotra Swami,
who is very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

I offer my respectful obeisances unto you who are the simha-guru and the one .
who takes away the influence of Kali-yuga by delivering wonderful lccturcs on
the scientific teachings of Srila Prabhupada.

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet,
All glories to Your Divine Grace!

It was in 1965 when Srila Prabhupada, at the order of his spiritual master Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakur, went to the USA to start this preaching movement
of Lord Sif Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu It was in 1990 that you came to such coun-
tries as Czechoslovakia on the order of Srila Prabhupada to preach the message of Lord
Caitanya all over the world. It was in 1992 that I had the great fortune to meet you and
to render some insignificant menial service unto you.

‘When you came to the Prague temple almost nobody was there. One bhakta was mak-
ing kirtana himself and I being instructed to take a garland and place it on your neck
wanted to do so, but you had been too quick and went to the office. I went after you and
met with a dilemma as you were looking in the book shelf with your back turned to me.
"What to do?" But after a few moments you turned and kindly accepted that small offer-
ing from a foolish one week bhakta saying: "Hare Krsna!" In that time I felt happy not
knowing why; now I can understand more how significant a moment in my life that was.

Within a short period of time you visited Prague temple three of four more times.
Besides you many other spiritual masters were coming and even though I wanted
sometimes to know who is my spiritual master, I was simply enjoying life in the tem-
ple in the association of devotees, not yet being qualified for acceptance of the spiritu-
al master. "It will be revealed in the future."

I was simply not ripe for accepting a spiritual master and thus to give up my so called
independence, but Krsna fortunately arranged a purificatory period for me and I
stopped enjoying life like a foolish boy. He revealed to me a most confidential secret:
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"Go to him, ask him for guidance in your life, acquire transcendental knowledge from
him as by revealing this knowledge to you now he is actually saving you already. You
should be thankful to him and you can show that by surrender, by service to him.”

That was when I was listening to a few special lectures of yours which I have on
tape. These lectures were exactly on the essential points of Krsna consciousness: this
movement is offering a chance to realize the Absolute Truth, for going back to
Godhead, it is not simply a place for living.

Taste for devotional service is awarded by guru parampara upon a candidate when
he satisfies his spiritual master. Enthusiasm for executing devotional service should be
sought in the association of those who are enthusiastic. The mind is the main field for
associating with devotees. Steadiness in devotional service can be achieved by fixing
our minds on the lotus feet of Govinda. In devotional service a personal touch is
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required. Those essential points presented by Your Divine Grace touched my steel
framed heart and I wrote you a letter asking you to accept me as your disciple.

You kindly agreed, humbly and on behalf of Srila Prabhupada. I was very happy as
you relieved me from the ocean of nescience, uncertainty and lack of protection in the
beginning of my spiritual life. By your kindness and actual risk you bound me to you
very strongly and in due course of time attachment to you became stronger and stronger
as you were expertly directing me towards Krsna more and more.

We sing every morning that Vedic scriptures sing of your character, so I could repeat
some quotations for your pleasure but still I feel that it is more from the heart when I sim-
ply write: "My dear Guru Maharaja, I am a fool and you are saving me all the time, what
can I give you in repayment? What can I do for you? I know you will be most pleased when
I continue up to the point of going back home, back to Krsna where I will render more ser-
vice to Him together with other devotees under your direction. Dear Guru Maharaja I want
to simply continue at any cost, whatever is happening I simply want to serve you under any
condition. Please, if you can excuse me for all the nonsense I am doing on the way."

Sometimes I was hankering that I didn't have much of your association, but I also
knew that it was actually good, for in your presence I would do even more foolishness
than usual and thus I was simply trying to serve you as best as I could, but one evening
when I was travelling something happened that changed my life completely. I've got a
phone call that you called expressing your wish to have me as your driver! At first I
couldn't believe it, but it was reality. I was feeling happy, but a big question mark arose
and anxieties came: "Will I be able satisfy you in this new service?" But you are so
amazingly merciful that you give me space to feel comfortable and good in this new
situation knowing my weak character, so I actually don't have any other chance than to
be happy in every day's challenge, to follow you faithfully, to accept all your mercy
and to be more strongly attached to your lotus feet. For me you are thus a great magi-
cian, representing the Supreme magician, you are my master and the source of light in
my life. Your ability to engage my mind and senses in Krsna's service is inconceivable
to me and thus I simply bow down to your lotus feet with awe and reverence.

In this new service I am getting so many opportunities to learn from your wonderful
lectures not only basic points of our philosophy but also many ways to present those
points to different kinds of people with gentleness and a personal approach. In this new
service I am also given good opportunities to realise more and more what is the actual
condition of this material world.

I can see in all those countries you are visiting that there is the same problem of
threefold miseries, problems of death, birth, old age and disease. People everywhere
suffer, being illusioned and firmly situated in ignorance. There are only slight differ-
ences that somewhere people are little more humbled and tired, so they are little more
inclined to take to Krsna consciousness. Otherwise as confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita:

a-brahma-bhuvanal lokah
punar avartino 'rjuna
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Everywhere there is only misery in the form of repeated birth and death. So it is a
nice realization, but that verse doesn't stop by informing us about misery, it gives pos-
itive information as well:

mam upetya tu kaunteya
punar janma na vidyate

"One who attains my abode, o son of Kunti, never takes birth again." So by your
grace I am able to see also that the only solution for the miseries of modern people is
to take to Krsna consciousness. But they usually don't have any trust, being so often
cheated and being strongly attached to sense gratification. They think they can over-
come facts such as death by some stupid, fictive, so called philosophies which are sim-
ply word jugglery or by hope for non-existent achievements of scientists or simply by
merging more and more into ignorance thinking that that will make them happy.

They think they can fill up their empty hearts by so called love, friendship and soci-
ety, and contradict the dryness of their existence by the juice squeezed from these
things. Such attempts are useless. The great poet Vidyapati has sung that they are only
drops of water for the desert of his heart, but oceans of water are needed. These oceans
can be found in again establishing our lost relationship with Krsna. That's also the con-
clusion of Vedanta: you can only find happiness in relation with the Supreme Lord $ri
Krsna, Who is the original living entity among all other living entities and is their main-
tainer. (nityo nityandri cetanas cetananam).

The question is how to make the people understand it so that they accept this and live
their lives accordingly. This being your life mission and service to Srila Prabhupada, I
am simply praying: "Please engage me in this mission as well, make me a tool in your
hands. I'd like to have one day a small drop of dedication that you have for Srila
Prabhupada. Then I will also be able to continue this great work of spreading real hap-
piness to the conditioned souls. :

Hare Krsna

Your servant,
Cit Sakti dasa .
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nama om visnu-paddaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhdava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja!

On this special day of your appearance, please accept my most humble obeisances
offered into the dust of your lotus feet. The Supreme Lord, Sti Krsna, has given me great
mercy in form of the opportunity to meet your person on the way of my life. It is very
difficult to meet a pure devotee, and it is still more difficult for the fallen souls to sur-
render to him, but you are so merciful, that you accept every such stray soul and give him
shelter of your lotus feet. This shelter means that so many persons can begin their devo-
tional service to the Lord, which cannot be compared with anything else in this material
world. Only through your person can we get out of the deplorable situation which we are
now in, for you have given us the opportunity to chant the holy name of the Lord.

Your activities are
perfect, because you
exactly represent Srila
Prabhupada. You
always serve the lotus
feet of Sri Sri Gaura-
Nitai and engage as
many persons in this
service as is possible. It
is an extremely diffi-
cult activity, and one
must be a very devoted
servant of Sri Sri
Radha-Krsna to be able
to do it. Therefore,
please Guru Mahardja,
allow that I will never
lose your association
and the opportunity to
render service to you.

Your aspiring servant,
Damayanti devi dast
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most respectful obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to you Guru Maharaja!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to Sri $17 Gaura Nitai!

All glories to the sankirtana mission!

I am very happy that I can celebrate your Vyasa-piija ceremony. This wonderful day is an
occasion to glorify you, your wonderful qualities, and wonderful acts. On this day we have
the possibility to express our feelings to you, and it is the occasion to show our gratitude for
the mercy you show upon us. Your pure devotion to Krsna always inspires me greatly to ren-
der devotional service. You are always the perfect example of determination and enthusiasm.

It is a great mercy for me to be able to do anything for such a great Vaisnava. You
are like a kalpa-vrksa tree that fulfills everyone's desires and you are full of compas-
sion for the fallen beings such as myself. Guru Mahar3ja, I thank you very much with
my whole heart for everything you have done for me. Thank you for appearing in this
material world, which is full of miseries, and freeing such fallen souls as myself from
deep ignorance. I know I am not able to repay my debt to you, but as you are the most
merciful I humbly ask you to please accept that what I am able to offer you.

Your servant,
Dayala Candra dasa

L &

Dear Guru Mahargja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
All glories to you, Guru Mahargja!

" nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale

namas te guru-harisaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai



Sri Vyasa Puja 1998 45
~— B DTS e

This wonderful day of your appearance is a magnificent occasion to glorify you, the
person so dear to all of us, and to express gratitude for all your care and innumerable
blessings. We are praying for your mercy, so that the little service we wish to offer you
can give you at least some satisfaction.

To the Master

Variety of gifts, the brightest of all the world

And the miracles which win admiration,

What are they in the light of bhakti

Decorating your personality with the gem of devotion
And going deep into the heart and giving the yearning of the soul
Your eternal calling for dharma of the soul _

Is the wisdom of dcaryas and the source of knowledge
For all of us, who, deep in the darkness, )
are thirsty of hope and support and strength for the spirit
as helplessness covers us for ages in illusion

O Gratitude! we want you in our hearts

Please give faith to our weak foundation of devotion

So as to eternally glorify your transcendental personality
Our dear master,

Bowing down in front of your majesty.

Your servants,
Devala dasa and Ekaparna devi dasi

Dear Guru-Maharaja!

Please accept my most humble obeisances!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

The material world is a place of suffering (dukhalaya or asukham lokam). Everyone
is miserable, everything is full of pain. But suddenly one becomes most fortunate (kona
bhagyavan jiva). How so? Why is it?

Because by the grace of Krsna he gets an opportunity to associate with a bona fide spir-
itual master. He gets the creeper of devotional service (paya bhakti-lata bija) and dukht
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becomes sukhi. It is most wonderful! The mercy of guru and Krsna performs this miracle.

I was also one of the dukhi people, low class, miserable. But now I'm happy. I'm in
safety. It is only by your grace. I cannot forget! 'Can I be your disciple? You smiled
and said, 'Yes.'

Oh! It is bliss of uttama-gati!

Thank you very much dear Guru-Maharaja.

Your humble servants from Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine
Dvijaka Pujaka dasa and Bhaktin Valeriya

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the holy dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Your Divine Grace.

I have been hankering for happiness, for some fulfillment of my infinite desires.
Sometimes it's been for bhukti, sometimes for mukti and sometimes for siddhi. But now
I have seen, it is all useless without the preaching of Krsna consciousness.
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There is something I have lost in this field of happiness, dwelling amongst the waves
of time since time immemorial. I've tried to satisfy my desires day in and day out with-
out cessation, but their phantasmagorious nature is becoming more and more obvious
with every appearance of a new day in your service. Something I have missed in my
quest for happiness. Hare Krsna. Where is St Krsna, the blue cowherd boy, where is
St7 Radhika, the embodiment of His personal pleasure potency? Where are Sri-Sri
Gaura-Nitai, the transcendental brothers who came to dispel the thick fog of ignorance
covering the age of Kali with their transcendental astra, the Holy Name of God. Where
are they, has anyone seen? Without their blessings I'm lost and alone, unable to preach.

Pran ache yar sei hetu prachar: one who has life, he can preach, said Stila
Bhaktisiddhanta. But being disconnected from the life of all that exists, Sri Krsna
Himself, due to my wicked desires, I so often feel empty and lifeless. Being too strong-
ly attached to worthless hallucinations and clinging to the modes of material nature,
bound by a network of hundreds and thousands of desires, there is no question of hap-
piness in this life nor the next, what to say of the supreme destination. With my cre-
dentials I'm not worth a chewing gum spat on the sidewalk and walked over. Flat I
remain without you. Please help. ‘ ' ’

But just behold, in my ocean of misery the sun is rising, giving the light of knowl-
edge to a most ignorant fool, setting everything in new bloom and making everything
all-blissful. This radiant sun is titled His Divine Grace Srila Suhotra Maharaja. Dear
Guru Maharaja, you are the only hope in my crippled life of uselessness. You give
meaning to my existence. Kindly keep kicking me forward with your lotus feet. -

Being the representative of Sti Nityananda Balarama Prabhu, please charge me up
with the acyuta-bala, bless me with unwavering strength in my battle against illusion.
Please let me help push forward this wonderful movement, spreading the glory of Guru
and Gauranga to every town and village.

Being the representative of Srimati Radharani, please grant me a permanent position
in the submissive service of the servants of St Krsna and His variegated potencies.
Please flood the wasteland of my consciousness with the pleasure-giving potency of the
Lord, allowing your causeless mercy to radiate out through me, thus purifying whomev-
er I meet and inspiring them to engage in your mission to attract all varieties of fallen
souls back to the cooling shade of the sankirtana movement that they left so long ago.

Please make this mission my life and soul. Let me vigorously rush out on to the
streets and build up huge barricades of Srila Prabhupada's books, forcibly stopping the
misadventures of all the ill-advised and misguided souls who need nothing but a push
to the proper path leading back home, back to Godhead where we all belong.

Trying to selflessly surrender unto your lotus feet, please let me co-operate with the
Transcendental Gardener, Lord Gaurasundara, who is very anxious to reach every nook
and corner of the universe with the branches of the Caitanya-tree. O assistant of the
Glorious Gardener, please let me become your little helper. Give me a sack filled with
as many seeds of devotion as you think I am able to carry. Before I leave for my sow-
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ing mission, please place your lotus feet on my head to give me some good intelligence
to throw all the seeds at proper angles, making them fructify.

I have heard a rumor that Lord Gauranga is not able to eat all of the fully fructified
fruits of love of God Himself, and I'm sure He will pass some of the leftovers to you.
My request is, when I return to your lotus feet, having planted all the seeds and beg-
ging for some more goods, that you would mercifully bless me, having relished the
fruits you got from Lord Gauranga and His dear servant Srila Prabhupada. Please
remember me by leaving me some of your remnants, for I am also hungry, having
worked hard on the fields of martya-loka.

Useless I remain without your mercy

Thank you very much in advance

Your grateful servant,
Ekatma dasa
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Dear Guru Maharija,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-hdrine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Please accept my humble obeisances!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

Dear Guru Maharaja, on this blessed day, the anniversary of your appearance in this
world, I sincerely try to glorify your divine personality.

Please accept my endeavor despite my material cover.

I first met your divine personality in 1991, and at that time I was immediately cap-
tivated by your character, full of strength, enthusiasm and humor.

Later I got to know many things about you. Since you joined ISKCON, you have
practiced spiritual life with undiminished energy, you preach, and you write books and
articles about Krsna consciousness. Previously you made delicious food for Krsna as a
head cook, and now you lead ecstatic kirtanas and bhajanas. On every occasion when
I meet you, I see only pure Krsna consciousness reflected in your activities.

To be attached to guru and Krsna, to engage the mind, the senses, the intelligence,
the desires, the endeavor, in a word everything that is possible in Krsna's service. That
is what you present.

It is said in the $astra that a spiritual master teaches not only with his words but also
with his activities.

You, Guru Maharaja, have a very deep knowledge and realization from the Sastras,
and even from the mundane literature and sciences. You know much, so you can easi-
ly enter into a controversy also with the mundane scientists.

With your activities you perform pure devotional service to Lord Krsna constantly
and with undiminished power for 24 hours a day.

sa vai purisarit paro dharmo
yato bhaktir adhoksaje
ahaituky apratihata
yayatma suprasidati

The supreme occupation [dharma] for all humanity is that by which men can
attain to loving devotional service unto the transcendent Lord. Such devotional
service must be unmotivated and uninterrupted to completely satisfy the self.

(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.6)
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I know that you are very dear to Srila Prabhupada, and you also got his blessing
although I can only speculate what this can be. But I know that this mercy descends
through §r7 guru-parampara, and now I can also get it through you.

I'know that if I am able to accept this causeless mercy, it will be so easy to cross the
material existence and to get over many difficulties which come up while practicing
spiritual life like to step over a little puddle.

All glories to your lotus feet!

Your insignificant servant,
Gadabhrt dasa

:Deér‘iGu\ru Méhﬁr,ﬁja

I offer my prostrated obeisances at your divine lotus feet hundreds and thousands of
times.

I feel totally 1ncompetent to describe the unlimited qualities of Your Divine Grace
on the auspicious and joyous occasion of your birthday.

Bemg born within the darkness of this temporary material realm, I am bound to this
material body and engrossed in worldly consciousness.

I don't know anything about spiritual life. I simply have faith that by taking shelter
of your lotus feet, the blazing fire of materialism that burns wildly in my heart, will be
extinguished.

O Gurudeva, 1 pray that Lord Caitanya's mission expands in the way you envision it
and somehow I'm part of its play.

I sincerely hope that you don't refuse me your divine mercy as one drop of your
mercy is all I require to carry on.

From your fallen d1sc1ple,
Ganadhiraja dasa
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nama om visnu-pdddya krsna-presth&ya bhi-tale

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-hdarine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja.

I am understanding more and more what a rare fortune it is for me to be a disciple
of such a wonderful spiritual master as yourself. How extremely kind Krsna is to me
by leading me to your shelter for assured success of my human life.

Last year I asked Harike§a Swami in a class how an insignificant living entity like
myself can fight Maya. HarikeSa Maharaja answered my question in a very personal
way, knowing whose disciple I was. He said that I got all ability to fight Maya, because
I have a wonderful spiritual master, that I should just follow him, and make him the
captain of the boat of the human body where the instructions of the Vedas are favor-
able breezes for crossing the ocean of Maya.

The only effective process of self-realization in this age is chanting Krsna's holy
names. Srila Prabhupada's most outstanding quality was his faith in, and attachment
for, the holy name; in his books he puts the maximum emphasis on chanting.

Your chanting of the holy name is most wonderful as your kirtanas show. And we can
also see that by the fact that just the day after Srila Prabhupada gave you harinama-diksa
he praised you for chanting Hare Krsna very nicely. You also have such an uncommon
philosophical comprehension and conviction as your books and lectures reveal.

In your dedication of Substance and Shadow to Srila Prabhupada you quoted from
one of his lectures the following:

Cultivate this knowledge, Krsna consciousness, and you'll be happy. Your life
will be successful. That is all. And the method is simple — chant Hare Krsna:

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare

Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare.

If you simply chant, that is sufficient for your self-realization. But if you want
to study this philosophy or the science of God, through your philosophy and
argument, logic, we have got enough stock of books. Don't think that we are all

“sentimentalists, simply dancing. No. There is a background.

Dear Guru Maharaja, you are a living example of this principle. By writing your
book, Substance and Shadow, and with your seminars you explain how to logically and
philosophically understand Krsna consciousness. Simultaneously you give a great taste
for the holy name to the devotees by holding your mad ecstatic “Stay High Forever”
kirtanas where you instill in us the faith that we only need to chant the maha-mantra
and nothing else for attaining perfection. Congratulations for understanding and fol-
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lowing Srila Prabhupada so nicely. How fortunate we are to be your disciples!

I try in different ways to become fixed up in Krsna consciousness, but the only thing
that works and enables me to understand and accept Krsna consciousness as it is,
despite my very fallen and contaminated condition, is by remembering my relationship
with you and your personal, loving concern for me. That is the only hope for an
adhama disciple like myself. Actually it is stated by Narottama dasa Thakura that the
lotus feet of the spiritual master are the only way we can attain pure devotional service
($¥T guru carana padma, kevala bhakati sadma). And there is no higher perfection than
to become attached to those lotus feet (§77 guru carane rati, ei sei uttama gati). Then
by the mercy of the spiritual master one becomes completely satisfied at heart (ye
prasade piire sarva asa).

Our process is the descending process, not the ascending one. That means we don't
make advancement simply by the strength of our own sadhana and austerities, but by
pleasing the bona fide spiritual master and becoming dear to him, then by his mercy we
get the mercy of Krsna and all the previous acaryas and thus make spiritual advance-
ment (yasya prasadad bhagavad prasado). Those who always think of how to serve
their spiritual master are possessed of real bhakti because that is the only sure way to
please Krsna.

I pray that by the mercy of Tulasi Maharani and the Vaisnavas who are like tran-
scendental wish fulfilling trees, that I may be blessed with such an attitude. Thank you
Guru Maharaja and please accept my repeated obeisances unto your lotus feet.

Your attempting servant,
Gaura Bhagavan dasa
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Dear Srila Suhotra Swami,

Blessed be the day of your appearance, because you and your divine brothers from
ISKCON are like the sun rays, which break through the dense darkness of Kali.

In your letter to Srila Prabhupada for his 100th appearance anniversary you said that
nowadays Kali stares at us and wants to petrify our hearts and that all the material ener-
gy is against us.

Of course, our only chance to be saved is to seek shelter at the lotus feet of Srila
Prabhupada. We, your disciples, rely on you. You are like a caring farmer who seeds
the fields of Krsna. That's why we have accepted the shelter of your lotus feet. What
would we be without you? If you open the blessed palms of your hands, we would fly
to all directions, carried by the chilly blow of maya.

$17 Caitanya says to Srila Riipa Goswami:

Out of many millions of wandering living entities, one who is very fortunate
gets an opportunity to associate with a bona fide spiritual master by the grace of
Krsna. By the mercy of both Krspa and the spiritual master, such a person
receives the seed of the creeper of devotional service.

(87T Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhyal9.151)

When a man has the good fortune of meeting a pure devotee and of listening sub-
missively and patiently, he starts following the path of devotional service. Such an
opportunity is given only to a person who is sincere. That's why we have to be enthu-
siastic to listen carefully and follow strictly your instructions.

Since you are a pure devotee of the Lord, you possess all the qua11t1es of the
demigods. With your words, your actions, and your books you teach us how to re-
awaken our relationship with Krsna.

Last June in Sofia you said in a lecture that the disciple gets all his spiritual intelli-
gence from his spiritual master and in that way he opens his eyes for spiritual life, real-
izes this material world and his own place in devotional service.

In your instructions there are a few basic directions which concern all of us:

1) to distribute constantly the books of Srila Prabhupada

2) to prepare and distribute great quantities of prasadam

3) to develop new nama-hatta centers

4) to work on programs which clarify, especially to young people, the principles of
varnasrama-dharma as the only way of attaining a permanent peace in society.

As we try to apply these in practice we can realise your immense responsibility and
incredible love for Krsna and that by your causeless mercy you can give Krsna to us.

I'm an undeserving servant of yours and I try to serve you somehow or other without
any hope of success. If I could get your mercy then I'd probably succeed in conquering
the mind, which is subordinate to the feelings, and its attachment to this material world.
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Since I very strongly desire to get your mercy so that I can be able to serve you, I
will use the words of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura:

Gurudeva! By a drop of your mercy make this servant of yours more humble than a
blade of grass. Give me strength to bear all trials and troubles, and free me from all
desires for personal honor.

Oh, lord and master! when will this devotee be blessed by obtaining your mercy? I
am low, fallen, and devoid of all strength and intelligence. Please make me your
beloved servant.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to S17 Krsna!

All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Let me offer my humble respects to you, and I hope to have the strength to accom-
plish your orders.

Let all of us firmly decide to stay forever in the mission of Srila Prabhupada!

Your eternal servant,
Gopati dasa

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please receive my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

nama o visnu-padaya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

I would like to offer you nice things. In fact, I have not got anything, for I am only
your clumsy servant. I have no understanding of what spiritual life is, what surrender
and rendering service for guru are. These are very important. Yet, I have treasure, pre-
cious stones — your instructions. 1 have plenty of them. This is your endless grace. I
have only this. I have only one possibility. I would really like to give you something,
make you happy, fulfil your instructions and thus accept the grace.

When we were speaking the very first time, you told me the most important things. Even now
I am tackling them, although they are so simple. And you would like to teach me further lessons.
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namas te guru-harsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Yes, I can get everything I need from your lessons, how to do seva, sadhana and sadhya.
Guru Maharaja, I would like to serve you on the spiritual basis. It is said about
Narada Muni:
tarh naradah priyatamo
rikthadanam anuvratah
Susrasamanah Silena
prasrayena damena ca’
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.9.41.)
[He is] always ready to serve his father, [and] strictly follows the instructions
of his father by his mannerly behavior, meekness and sense control.

Narada Muni pleased
his father with these fea-
tures. Unfortunately, I
can only offer you that I
will tackle with these
things, and hope to
please you.

Dear Guru Maharéja,
thank you very much for
allowing me to serve,
although I am complete-
ly unworthly of doing it.

Your insignificant ser-
vant,
Gopicandra dasa
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My Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

Today is the holy day of your Vyasa-puja. I see especially now how insignificant I
am. I feel ashamed to come before you to say anything because of my impurities con-
trasting with your shining purity.

You are a great personality so I can only try to praise a part of your unlimited glories.

Everything you do is most glorious.

One of the amazing
things about you is your
transcendental books which
are coming out so fast. You
are empowered to teach
Krsna conscious knowledge
in the West, paritcularly
among the intellectual class
of people. Some devotees
are a little afraid to do some
small preaching at universi-
ties so they can become eas-
ily defeated by "big brains".
But you just go there and
speak and because of your
transcendental knowledge
and perfect acarya standard
their hearts are changing
rapidly. Nobody can do such
wonderful work.

You said that it is very important to preach to intellectual people, students, and leaders
of society. Those people can understand this subtle philosophy, and they really change
their hearts after contact with Your Divine Grace. This is real evolution and revolution.

The wave of your preaching is becoming bigger and bigger. In a short time there is
Substance and Shadow already translated into a few languages. This is a total flood
which is growing constantly. ‘

I would like also to become flooded and really change my heart. I know I am very
slow, with strange problems, but I hope one day, by your mercy only, finally to be com-
pletely made by your desire,

Your servant,
Isanghri-seva devi dasi
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nama on'z visnu-pdddya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Please Guru Mahargja, accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to you!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

I would like say a few words about you on this day, which I am sure are not enough
to glorify you. First I want to thank you Guru Maharaja for all your endeavors to help
me to advance in spiritual life. You gave me the most important thing in life — Krsna.
The chanting of this mantra — Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare /
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — makes my life meaningful and I
cannot just waste my time any longer.

Now I really want to do something which can please you very much and I really want
to see you happy from my service.

Usually when you are coming to the temple where I am, the only thing that I do is
to start to explain my little problems again and again, and you have to tell me again and
again — just chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and be happy.

Suhotra Swami 7 jaya!

Your servant
Jalendra dasa

§ri-guru karund-sindhu,  adhama jandra bandhu,
gurudev lokera jivana
ha ha prabhu koro doya,  deho more pada chaya,
" ebe jasa ghusuk tribhuvana

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Now as I write these words — the expression of my deepest respect and thanks to you,
my spiritual master — before my eyes is your Vyasa Puja on the Bavarian farm. Your
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deep devotion to Srila Prabhupada hit my heart like thunder. You have become insep-
arable, like one soul. This deep devotion, respect and love of yours for your spiritual
master has bound me to you with the same power.

It is the greatest gift I have ever received. It is a real gift. It leads and inspires me and
it is the light and goal of my life. '

I bow down at your lotus feet.

Your servant,
Jita Mrtyu devi dasi

Dear Suhotra Swami!

Please accept my most humble obeisances!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
All glories to Your Divine Grace!

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said, that there is no happiness in the material world. It's
a mistake to think otherwise, because it's a place of misery and of bad circumstances
for life in general. Every man who really wants to reach a level of a real happiness must
find a bona fide spiritual master and surrender to him by acceptance of initiation.

A bona fide spiritual master is one who has realized Vedic conclusions and can con-
vince others by arguments about these conclusions as well. We should recognize as
bona fide spiritual masters those persons who are surrendered to the Supreme
Personality of Godhead and who have left aside all material visions. Everyone should
try to find a bona fide spiritual master so that he can find the meaning of life, which is
nothing else than to elevate himself to the level of spiritual happiness. To accept a spir-
itual master is the key to advancement in spiritual life.

A disciple must accept a spiritual master as a representative of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead and Supersoul. He should accept him as God, because he is an
external manifestation of Lord Krsna. All the scriptures accept it and it is the duty of a
disciple to see him so. We should study Srimad-Bhagavatam with all respect and honor
for the spiritual master. Hearing and reciting Srimad-Bhagavatam is a religious process
which elevates one to the platform of love for the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

A disciple should satisfy a spiritual master and with this attitude he should approach
him. Then he will be able to understand spiritual knowledge very easily. It's confirmed
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in the Vedas, and to a disciple who has unflinching faith in guru and Krsna everything
will be revealed very brightly.

saksad-dharitvena samasta-Sastrair
uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih
kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh Sri-carandaravindam
A spiritual master is worshipped as the Supreme Lord, because he is His most
confidential servant. This is confirmed by all the revealed scriptures and followed
by all the authorities. Therefore I offer my most humble obeisances at the lotus
feet of my spiritual master, the bona fide representative of Lord Hari (Krsna).

Thank you so much for your appearance at this time on this planet, even though this
world is such a troublesome place.

Your servant,
Jiiana-caksus dasa
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-harisaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupdda-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

My most dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my respectful obeisances
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
All glories to you!

Yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado — by the mercy of the spiritual master one
receives the benediction of Krsna.

By pleasing you, everything is possible. Now I can try to please you by offering
some words about your beautiful, endless qualities on this most auspicious occasion of
your appearance in this world. But how to do it, when everything the disciple can do
or say is just an expansion of the spiritual master's mercy? The only hope for me is to
become a good pure instrument in your skillful, gentle, and expert hands.

Similarly as we cannot describe Krsna's beauty using normal words (we do not even
have an equivalent expression for the mystic color of His body), it is not possible to glo-
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rify activities of such a great Vaisnava as you are, dear Gurudeva. Insufficient words are
one reason and another is my inability to know you. I do not understand a lot, but one
thing I know is that you are the one who has completely changed my life. I do not know
who you actually are but at least sometimes I can see your influence on our lives.

Dear Gurudeva, I am attached to so many temporary miserable things, but there is a
chance to overcome this just by becoming attached to you. This is exactly what you, out
of your compassionate mercy, force us to do. Just by giving us your presence and by giv-
ing us a chance to see your devoted activities, to listen to your perfect Krsna conscious
words, to engage our senses of touch by rendering service to you, to taste maha-prasadam
from you, and to smell a garland you were wearing. Just by these activities you force us
to become completely attached to your lotus feet (and thus to the lotus feet of Krsna).

Even though I am not at all qualified to serve Krsna, by revealing your Vaisnava
nature you force me to love you and in this way to submerge, deeper and deeper, to the
bottom of the ocean of devotional service, where all the pearls of bhakti are hldden
This is your great mercy towards us.

Everything in this world is so imperfect and ugly but in your presen_ce everything takes
the most beautiful form and all activities become just like nectar. You are an ornament of
everything that seems to be dry and dead without you, and all nice things become even
more attractive when they are decorated by your presence. Yes, out of your love you
became our father and you lead us, small ignorant children, to the understanding of our
most excellent position of servants of Krsna and His beloved devotees and their devotees.

On this special day of your birthday I am supposed to give you some present. But I can
always see that whatever I try to give you, it is nothing in comparison to what you give
me. Just like last year on your Vyasa-p@ija. You had a birthday, but who was giving the
presents? You of course! You gave me the biggest present in all my life. You have said:
“If you think that nobody else loves you or cares about you, you can know, that at least
I'do.” You manifest this love by giving us the most valuable thing — Krsna consciousness.

You are always surrendered to the instructions of your singular spiritual master (our
grandfather) Srila Prabhupada. You are always trying to give Krsna consciousness to all liv-
ing entities in this unfortunate material world, and it is visibly successful. In this way we
have great hope because Krsna likes to fulfill all the desires of His most beloved devotees.

My dear Guru Maharaja, I am so fortunate that you have offered me the shelter of
your lotus feet. May I understand the message you are bringing us and may I take full
advantage by accepting shelter at the dust of your lotus feet and thus be helpful to you
and your followers.

Srila Gurudeva, I will try my best to help you fulfill a mission of our dear Srila
Prabhupada (even though you do not need it). I hope that every tiny granule of sound
is to be counted.

Your servant forever,
Kalakantha devi dasi
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om ajfiGna-timirandhasya

caksur unmilitar yena
tasmai $ri-gurave namah

nama orit visnu-paddaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

i

Your insignificant servant,
Kalavinka dasa

Once in Sofia you told the
story about Amogha. He was a
brahmana, but he had much
envy, even towards the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. He was
envious towards the other
Vaisnavas as well. His good for-
tune came by the causeless
mercy of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Who restored his
brahmana qualities. 1 have a
similar nature, I bear an envy like
that in the story about the camel
and the scorpion. And my good
fortune is: saksad-dharitvena
samasta-Sastrair...

The spiritual master is to be
honored as much as the
Supreme Lord. Then and then
only is it possible for my heart
to become completely pure like
Amogha’s heart, and never to
offend the Vaisnavas, because
they are our only family.
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Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

Your appearance day in this world is a most auspicious occasion which mercifully
gives the opportunity to express a few words of gratitude and glorification.

Naturally when I am writing this offering I am thinking of the service you have given
me, of doing sankirtana in Amsterdam, since service is my real connection to you.
While residing in this eccentric city the constant confrontation with an amazing vari-
ety of sense objects and ways of enjoying one's senses makes me realize, as Snpada
Sridhara Swami has described, that,

I am a living entity perpetually disturbed by the conditions of material exis-
tence. [ have been cracked to pieces by the smashing wheel of material existence,
and because of my various sinful activities while existing in this material world,
I am burning in the blazing fire of material reactions.

But despite this and the confronting atmosphere of this city, my humble attempt to
follow your order to go in the middle of the craziness of the place and try to distribute
Srila Prabhupada's books is a wonderful experience of happiness which I have never
before felt in the desert of the material world. This gives me faith to address to you,
Guru Mahar3ja, the following prayer written by Sripada Sridhara Swami:

O all-merciful spiritual master, representative of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, when my mind will become completely surrendered at your lotus feet,
at that time, only by your mercy I shall be able to get relief from all obstacles to
spiritual life, and I shall be situated in blissful life.

Your aspiring servant,
Kamalavati devi dasi

4

nama o visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace Srila Suhotra Swami,
who is very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.
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namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

I offer my respectfill obeisances unto you who are the simha-guria and the one
who takes away the influence of Kali-yuga by delivering wonderful lectures on
the scientific teachings of Srila Prabhupada.

“He is ill who thinks that the great Vaisnavas are all dead. We think that all the big
acaryas are there in the past, but not now. We cannot admit that we have roses in our gar-
den but we look for thistles in others' gardens. SrT Krsna is coming to this planet with His
associates once in a day of Brahma. SiT Caitanya Mahaprabhu was here with His associ-
ates only 513 years ago and just a speck of time ago, Srila Prabhupada, the dearmost ser-
vant of Krsna, was sent here to spread the glories of the Supreme Lord. His immediate fol-
lowers are still here doing the same thing, but we are sitting in the corner and thinking that
all the big Vaisnavas are in the past. We just want some excuse for our foolishness. The
time will come when they have to leave. Then we will cry, smashing our head agamst a
rock, that we were not able to have their association.

Therefore, my dear gurudeva, I am praying to appreciate at least a particle of the great-
ness of your Vaisnava qualities. I am praying to serve your mission without hindrances.

All glories to your Divine Grace!

All glories to your faithful followers!

Your aspiring servant,
Kasya dasa

Dear Guru Maharaja, my ever well-wisher,

Please accept my humble obeisances.

Due to your mercy and help I can understand that because of the imperfection of our
senses, we human beings may squander our life's chance of getting rid of material suffer-
ing. We can be freed of the greatest danger, namely, falling again into the cycle of repeat-
ed birth and death. This is the greatest misfortune and the most incurable disease. There is
only one remedy for this disease — simple life with God, Krsna, in the center.

The patient takes his medicine with full trust in the doctor. The doctor, on his side,
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has trust in the information he has received about the medicine from authoritative
sources, and he prescribes it with full confidence in that source. If, after taking the
medicine, the patient’s condition doesn't improve, then the doctor doesn't go to the
company which has produced the medicine with the request that they change their
medicine; he checks whether the patient had properly followed his prescription. If the
diseased person has a strong desire to become healthy, he follows very strictly all the
prescriptions. Today, in this soul-killing civilization, it seems to be easier to take the
role of the patient than that of the doctor. ,

I have a strong desire to learn, and then to teach others, how to avoid suffering, therefore
I'believe in my doctor-master, and that's you, dear Guru Maharaja. I also highly recommend,
all the others who are sick in this material world to come and take treatment from you.

Only the cure, given by the authorized source, and applied by the authorized physi-
cian can help us get cured. I will feel very happy even if only one soul becomes saved,
though this may not be myself.

My request is, and will be, that you continue to mercifully give us this medicine
every day, and let's pray to God that one day you can see us healthy again.

Sincerely yours ,

Eternally indebted for your care and unable to repay you by any means

I remain your servant,
Kaumudi devi dasi

4

Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

I would like to say thank you for all the help that you give me in my spiritual
progress. When I was thinking about the causeless kindness shown towards my cov-
ered, ignorant person, the following parts of Srimad-Bhagavatam came into my mind.

It is my good fortune that I have been able to see you, for you cannot easily be
seen by persons who have not subdued the mind or controlled the senses. I am all
the more fortunate to have touched with my head the blessed dust of your feet.

(Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.22.6)
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I have fortunately been instructed by you, and thus great favor has been bestowed
upon me. I thank God that I have listened with open ears to your pure words.
In Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.25.8 purport) Srila Prabhupada writes:

The spiritual master is worshiped as one who delivers the disciple from the
mire of ignorance with the light of the torch of knowledge ...Paragam refers to
one who can take the disciple to the other side. This side is conditioned life; the
other side is the life of freedom. The spiritual master takes the disciple to the
other side by opening his eyes with knowledge. We are suffering simply because
of ignorance. By the instruction of the spiritual master, the darkness of ignorance
is removed, and thus the disciple is enabled to go to the side of freedom...If after
many, many births one is able to find a bona fide spiritual master and surrender
to such abona fide representative of Krsna, one can be taken to the side of light.

Thank you that I can be your disciple

Your eternal servant,
Kaustubha dasa
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

nama om visnu-pdadaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to your divine grace!

The spiritual master is a Vaisnava, a very rare person in the material world, because he
performs a valuable service for Krsna and all living entities; this pleases Krsna very much.

The main qualification of the spiritual master is that he knows the science of Krsna
because he has realized the conclusions of the scriptures, which he is able to hand over
to others, and he is fully absorbed in spiritual life. Thus he is able by his own example to
induce the conditioned souls to stop their material life. The influence of the spiritual mas-
ter causes the disappearance of the material desires to control and enjoy in this material
world, since the Vaisnava's presence dissipates the ignorance of material existence.

By hearing the lectures of the spiritual master a disciple receives instructions which
he should apply in his spiritual life. In this way the spiritual master guides his disciples
by his instructions in their spiritual progress. The disciple should meditate on the the
instructions of the spiritual master and follow them with humility and surrender. Then
the spiritual master enters into the life of his disciple who cultivates the seed of devo-
tional service, which makes him develop unlimited faith in his spiritual master.

Dear Guru Mahar3ja, I pray to you that with firm determination, trust, and sincerity
I can serve in your mission. :

Your eternal servant,
Krsnadeva dasa

Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
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Already, eight years, by your causeless mercy and compassion we try to engage in devo-
tional service. You are practically the only person who preaches in these Balkan countries.

In a letter you wrote: “Bulgaria is hell. But still we must serve Krsna, not our own
minds. Anyone who serves Krsna in hell is GUARANTEED to go back to Godhead at
the end of this life. But if you serve your own mind, there is no guarantee of anything
— na gatih kuto 'pi." If we simply surrender to this instruction, we can see that every-
thing, even in hell, becomes auspicious and blissful. Just by following your instructions
we can see that hell transforms into Vaikuntha. There is no reason to change the place
and the circumstances. We must change our attitude and qualities.

For years you have so personally tried to raise us above the low gunas. We can never
repay you for your endless tolerance and sincerity. You always wait, "at least for the
children to grow up", as a loving and concerned father.

We know that you would be very happy if we would become more mature and more
pure. That would be a real success in Bulgarian conditions. Gradually we should
become unattached, free of envy, anger, lust and greed. This would indicate that we
accept more and more seriously the service at your lotus feet.

You expect us to develop
all Vaispava qualities and
only then would we be your
real disciples. It's not so easy,
but if we meditate upon you,
your instructions, your lec-
tures, and your mission
(which is not different from
Srila Prabhupada's mission),
this may happen.

From now on, according
to your plan, we will stay in
Plovdiv, to help the preach-
ing there. We are sure that
by your causeless mercy the
temple in Plovdiv will turn
into a wonderful preaching
center. Not only for
Bulgaria, but for the
Balkans too. We are ready
to do everything that is
needed to achieve this goal.

We are asking for your
blessings for the successful
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completion and maintenance of the Plovdiv project, for yours and Krsna's pleasure.
Your preaching in the Balkan countries is an unlimited source of inspiration and
spiritual strength!
We hope that in the future, we can prov1de you with better and better condltlons for -
your wonderful service!

Your eternal disciples and servants,
Krsnananda dasa and Mahabhava-svariipa devi dasi

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

It is one year already since I started traveling and preaching in Bucharest. "A diffi-
cult task," you warned me in the beginning, while giving this instruction, "a difficult
city". But the more difficult it is the less illusion there is about myself, my abilities, and
the things the external world can ever offer. I think this is the actual chance I have to
take. After all, Srila Prabhupada said the real reason why we engage in this preachmg
mission is to help us remember Krsna.

I could experience during this year how it forces me to come to some simple, essen-
tial things in Krsna consciousness. Srila Prabhupada expressed in the most wonderful
way this ideal, simple life: "Keep your health very nice. Live as many years as possi-
ble. Be Krsna conscious. Then next life you go back to home — permanent life. There
is no cheating, no politics, no personal ambition to fulfill - there is no such thing in
Krsna consciousness. This is our desire. That we live with the devotees and execute the
mission of our predecessors. This is our ambition. Without ambition no one can live.
Our real self interest is to execute Krsna's desire."

In order to free ourselves from complexities we have to learn the sublime art of
engaging everything in Krsna's service. Regarding that, we find in Krsna Book (Prayers
by the Personified Vedas): "That the cosmic world is only temporarily manifested does
not mean that it is false or that the source of its manifestation is false. Since the source
of its manifestation is truth, the manifestation is also truth, but one must know how to
utilize it. The example of the earthen pot may be cited again: the earthen pot produced
from the whole earth is temporary, but when used for a proper purpose the earthen pot
is not false. The Vaisnava philosophers know how to utilize the temporary construction
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of this material world, just as a sane man knows how to utilize the temporary con-
struction of the earthen pot." Or in another place: "The personified Vedas presented the
example that those seeking gold do not reject gold earrings, gold bangles or anything
else made of gold simply because they are shaped differently from the original gold.
All living entities are part and parcel of the Supreme Lord and are qualitatively one,
but they are now differently shaped in 8,400,000 species of life, just like many differ-
ent ornaments manufactured from the same source of gold. As one who is interested in
gold accepts all the differently shaped gold ornaments, so a Vaisnava, knowing well
that all living entities are of the same quality as the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
accepts all living entities as eternal servants of God. As a Vaisnava, then, one has
ample opportunity to serve the Supreme Personality of Godhead simply by reclaiming
these conditioned, misled living entities, training them in Krsna consciousness and
leading them back home, back to Godhead."

I am engaged in this
preaching mission just to
prepare the way for you
to act in bringing them
back to Krsna. And me
too. The most essential
quality of a spiritual
master is his teachings.
By that pure preaching
which is a manifestation
of your love for us, we
can steady our medita-
tion and carefully grow
our bhakti-lata even in
places like Timisoara or
Bucharest, which could
not perceive any bless-
ing in many years of
their existence and still
got the greatest one by
your mercy upon them.

Your servant,
Krsna-ragini devi dast
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Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your noble lotus feet.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhdva-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

All glories to Your Divine Grace!
All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada!

In Bhagavad-guta Lord Krsna gives the perfect instruction for everyone, who wants
to be really happy. Millions of people know about it, but very few follow. You have
explained it very clearly many times. We have to approach a bona-fide spiritual mas-
ter with great respect. We have to ask questions about spiritual advancement, and we
have to serve the spiritual master. Spiritual master, being the representative of the Lord,
who is Mukunda, the giver of liberation, can take us to the spiritual realm.

Although I am lacking in all the three aspects — I cannot show you proper respect, I
always ask foolish questions about material life, and my service to you is very poor —
my only hope is that by the time even I will grow up and give up my childish foolish-
ness. Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for your limitless patience with me.

Your humility is the shining example for all of us, who want to achieve perfection
of life. One of your God-brothers once explained that humility is like the bowl which
we have to bring with us in order to obtain the nectar of pure krsna-bhakti. Without this
bowl the nectar just leaks between our fingers, and we will never be able to taste it. So
without becoming humble and meek we cannot taste love of Krsna.

I can never pay you back even a fraction of what you are doing for me. You are bind-
ing me to you — just as you are bound to Srila Prabhupada — by the ropes of your love,
mercy, compassion, humility and innumerable other sublime qualities. I have no real
credit and I only pray to Sri S Nitai-Navadvipacandra to become sincere, otherwise I
will only want to take from you and never be able to give anything to you.

Your Sisyabhdsa
Krsnavalli devi dasi
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

I offer my humble obeisances to you, the representative of the whole Guru
Parampara, starting from the Supreme Personality of Godhead, SiT Krsna.

By your mercy Kriya-§akti has started going out on sankirtana to distribute Srila
Prabhupada's books. Even though she has problems with her health when she goes out
on sankirtana this hasn't created any problems so far. When she comes home from
sankirtana 1 literally, cannot recognize her. Seeing her in that condition, I remember
your first letter, in which you said that when one becomes intoxicated in his perfor-
mance of activities meant to please Krsna, he doesn't care about his body at that
moment. This condition is still not steady, since she cannot go out on sankirtana often.
Nadiya also helps her, when she goes out with her.

We started going out on sankirtana, together with Kriya-§akti, hoping that the peo-
ple attempting to practice yoga would take up bhakti yoga, by accepting Srila
Prabhupada’s instructions, as given in his books. Let us hope that by your mercy this
will also happen.

Due to your mercy, we
moved to another flat, where
we have a separate temple
room for our Deities. We are
trying to use everything in
that room for the service of
Krsna, and to improve more
and more the standard of our
Deity worship.

Listening to your lectures
and the association of the
devotees helps us immense-
ly to increase our desire to
serve Krsna.

We congratulate you on
your Vyasa-pija!

Your humble servants,
Ksetrajiia dasa, Kriya-§akti
devi dasi, and Nadiya
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-harsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

miitkhawm karoti vacalar pangumt larighayate girim
yat-krpa tam ahari vande §ri gururir dina taranam

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet,
All glories to your divine grace!

Just when I was about to join, I did not know whether to go to the farm or on
sankirtana. I asked you and you said that I had to decide myself, but if I wanted to stay
in Krsna consciousness I should go on sarnkirtana, at least for some years. You
explained that on the farm people come and then they go again.

You were describing how
sankirtana makes the roots of
bhakti-lata-bija very strong,
and even if the plant of bhak-
ti is later on for some reason
destroyed, when the roots are
strong, the plant can grow
again. I have been going on
sankirtana now for only three
years but because of your
mercy so many realisations
and so much inspiration is
comming. As Manidhara
Prabhu always says — hope-
less case miraculously saved
by sankirtana.

Every day I can see that
these people out there are
going straight to hell. On the
way they are still desperately
trying to enjoy, but instead of
enjoyment they get Maya's
slap in their face. I can see
that I really need the associa-
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tion of the devotees. I have to strictly follow the process of bhakti to get strength to con-
tinue with devotional service, and especially with sankirtana which requires so much.
Every day on the street, one gets more and more confidence in Krsna's help. Otherwise,
things could simply not happen the way they happen out there. One also learns that what-
ever the circumstances may be, one just continues no matter what. Sometimes it is easy,
but even if one is completely down in the modes and everything goes wrong, if one just
goes on, Krsna's help is always there.

I remember once on travelling, I ran out of sweets and I was supposed to continue
with books. Everything went wrong. I came to the wrong bus station and while running
to another bus terminal (I did not know where it was situated having been in this town
for only the second time) the wheel of my book trolley broke. When I, at the last
minute, found the bus, I discovered that I did not have any money with me to pay for
the ticket. Anyway, the driver was merciful and finaly I got to my place. It was sup-
posed to be quite a big place, but there were no people there. I called to the other matajr
and she told me to just go on. I was looking for the people here and there, and they were
taking the books and calling to their friends, "I bought it! I bought it! Did you buy
also?" It turned to be a really nice day.

Guru Maharaja, in the very beginning, your words saved my devotional life, and they
are in so many ways continuing to do so. I just want to follow your instructions and go on
with devotional service no matter what. Please, let me be engaged in your service forever.

Your servant,
Laksmikufija devi dasi

4 +

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances,
All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.

Nine times attempted. Nine times rejected. Nine hours before deadline. (And maybe
I should have started nine weeks ago!)

I'have written pages for this Vyasa-piija offering but decided against letting them go
to print. I was wanting to share with you some special moments in my spiritual life
which involved you personally or were personally influenced by you. Rather than
relate them all here let’s just say that the times I have had the great fortune to have your
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association through your lectures and especially through your personal association,
have had a wonderful impact on my life.

I cannot remember clearly what it was that specifically attracted me to Krsna con-
sciousness but my coming into contact with you is something T am eternally grateful
for. Although my personal association with you has been quite limited, those precious
moments have embedded themselves like shining diamonds in the coal mine of my
heart. How many of us can say that without your spiritual influence in our lives, we
would be where we are today? I doubt anyone can. As our spiritual master you are the
focal point of all that we do in our devotional life.

I was just now remembering seeing you for the first time at the beginning of the ‘90s,
at the Sunday Feast in Kings Cross, Sydney. It was a very small temple, crowded with
guests of all description, I was one of them. You were introduced as an ISKCON initi-
ating spiritual master but having service in the temple shop, I took my leave when you
started speaking. I remember not being interested enough to take notice of you, simply
because of my neophyte lack of spiritual interest. I cannot say that when I laid eyes upon
you, there were any flashes of realization about you “being the one for me”. I cannot say
that I was even looking for a spiritual master at that time, but what happened after the
class was to change the course of my life. One by one, devotees came to tell me what a
wonderful lecture you had given and how amazingly astute you were at preaching and
answering the questions. I began to feel eager to find out what was so good about you.
Soon after I was given two lecture tapes, one of those being the Sunday feast lecture. I
can still remember most of it even now. It was that lecture which gave me the knowl-
edge and understanding that I must take to this path of Krsna consciousness.

How many lives have you changed through your powerful preaching? How many
grateful souls are out there in the world today? They may not all be your disciples but
whenever and wherever I mention your name, a smile of appreciation and affection
comes forth. You are such a valuable disciple of Srila Prabhupada. You are such a valu-
able spiritual master and wonderful person.

I thank you Guru Maharaja for giving me the valuable opportunity to serve you, Srila
Prabhupada, and Krsna.

Your servant,
Lalita-Gopinatha dasi
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My dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances unto your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
All glories to your Divine Grace!

On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-pja I first of all want to use this oppor-
tunity to thank you.

Thank you for letting me stay in the association of the devotees. Thank you for mak-
ing it possible for me to do my service.

Thank you for being my spiritual master.

Guru Mabharaja, you are always shining bright. Your great personality is illuminating
the dark and foggy Kali-yuga and you give all the souls you meet, demons and devotees
alike, the golden opportunity to revive their real identity as spirit souls, as eternal lovers
of Krsna. Because you are a lover of Krsna you know what it means.

No one is dearer to Krsna
than you, because you use all
your time giving Krsna-
prema to others who don't
have it. Not taking any mate-
rial considerations, you attract
everyone because you are
completely pure and one hun-
dred percent absorbed in your
service to Srila Prabhupada.

With your lotus feet you
have made this planet into a
holy place, turning upside
down the lives of everyone so
fortunate to come your way.
You are so powerful that is
impossible even to just try to
imagine, because you are a
true representative of the
unlimited, all attractive, all
powerful, all knowing, all
renounced, all famous, incon-
ceivable, controller of every-
| thing, Lord S17 Krsna!

It is my greatest fortune that I have met you, that you have become my spiritual mas-
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ter. I cannot possibly ever repay you even a fraction of this most valuable, incompara-
ble treasure of devotional service that you have given me. I can not do anything else
than to try to receive it, try to follow your instructions, try to do the things I know are
pleasing to you. Then I can get your help, on which I am completely dependent.

Dear Guru Mahardja, whenever doubts enter my mind and I meet obstacles which seem
too difficult to climb, the only thing I need to do is to listen to one of your wonderful lec-
tures. It is amazing, even mystical, how by the end of the lecture the uncertainty is van-
ished and you have given me the way and the strength to climb the obstacle, which is noth-
ing but my false ego. At these times I get a glimpse of how you are always with me, guid-
ing me at every step and helping me. I get a glimpse of how it is only by your causeless
mercy that I can do anything, but unfortunately most of the time I am blind.

Dear Guru Maharaja, please give me your causeless mercy, so that one day my eyes
will be opened, so that the unlimited amount of sins, pride, and illusion can be cleansed
from my heart and the only thing left there will be the desire to please you. Dear Guru
Maharaja, please give me the intelligence to become a servant..

Your disciple,
Madana-mohana-mohini devi dasi

-----

namas te guru-hamsdya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances on this most auspicious day of your appearance.
Back in New Zealand I get to meet many people while I am out working. ISKCON
certainly shelters us from the direct force of the material energy, and we can sometimes
forget the extent to which humanity is really suffering.
By Prabhupada’s mercy ISKCON has much to offer suffering humanity. But the one
thing that stands out most in my mind is, that as a society of devotees, we have many
saintly leaders like Your Divine Grace to whom we can look to for inspiration and
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example. Humanity in its darkest hour is crying out for such primacy as it places its
trust in fallible soldiers only to be deceived and humiliated.

We are grateful to you as you take up this burden of love to vigorously preach the
message of the previous acaryas, often at the expense of all bodily concerns.

Begging for your mercy on this auspicious day,

Your lowly servants,
Madhu Pandita dasa, Harsarani devi dasi, & Narottama dasa

4

nama o visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-harmsaya, kali-prabhava-hdrine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

I am looking at the people

Who are standing in a long line

In our Govinda’s Restaurant
Waiting in excitement to get

The pure nectar — Krsna prasadam.

I am reflecting how

Such different people —

Tourists, students, clerks, workers,
Businessmen, housewives with children,
Artists and common people

From different parts of the world

Are so eager to enjoy

The higher taste of Krsna prasadam.
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As pure souls they

Feel the real joy, coming to

The restaurant and taking shelter

Of the spiritual atmosphere and food.

Govinda is already part of their lives!
Gradually from the level of

Ajyata sukriti they are coming

To appreciate Krsna consciousness

As the real culture, science and the real
Way to perfect one's life.

Observing all this I am starting to
Meditate upon you, my spiritual master,
Because of whom I am happily engaged
In the most blissful mission in this world —
The sankirtana mission of Lord Caitanya.

I took birth in deep ignorance, not knowing
Why I exist and why I am going to die.
Bewildered by the aimlessness of

Material life I did not know that Krsna
Should be the only goal of my life.

In the dull grayness of the world around
I was looking for the real value of it all,
For the meaning of the struggle
Everyone undergoes, but I could not
Find out that the only real meaning

In life is Krsna alone.

Being kicked by maya and falling victim

To cheaters and the wicked, finally I got the real mercy.
Krsna sent His very dear devotee to give

Me the chance to attain Him

by surrendering to you.

Having your guidance and instructions

I see the path so clear - to serve

Others by giving them Krsna prasadam,

To become an obedient servant of other Vaisnavas

79
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And finally to try to satisfy you by my efforts.

You, my Guru Mahiraja, are a shining touch stone, because every touch
With your personality, example, preaching

And activities is transforming the senses,

Mind, intelligence and one's own self

Into servants of Krsna.

So I know that only by staying in touch with
Your instructions and serving you in

A humble and surrendered way

One day I will become again what

I originally am — servant of Krsna

In the end I am humbly asking you

To forgive me all my offenses and
Foolishness that drag me away from

Your mercy and the final goal...

I am bowing down at your most merciful lotus feet.
I beg to become a humble servant of yours.

Your servant,
Madhura devi dast

nama o visnu-padaya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupéda-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

All glories to you, Vaisnava Thakura!
Let your glories be spread throughout the three worlds and beyond!

In trance of humility, you are always absorbed in your most intimate service to Srila
Prabhupada, Sri S1T Gaura Nitai, and Sri $11 Radha-Krsna. Thus you are always bliss-
ful and shining.
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Feeling deepest compassion toward us, the fallen souls, you are always praying for
our advancement in Krsna consciousness, and always giving shelter to us — the most
wretched and dirty entities.

Free of envy, you are preaching the topmost secrets of devotional service without
expectation of anything in return.

Free of fear, you are taking any risk, just to spread Krsna consciousness everywhere,
giving it to every one.

Overwhelmed with love of Godhead, you are chanting offenselessly, preaching pure
bhakti, free of any jfiana, karma, or yoga contamination.

Following strictly your guru, you are taking any burden, just to support Srila
Prabhupada's body — ISKCON.

Being walking Bhagavatam, you are making anything inauspicious — auspicious.

Having all transcendental Vaisnava qualities, you are infecting others with them too.

Being a walking encyclopedia, you are emanating the Lord's jiiana Sakti, thus dis-
pelling the darkness of our ignorance.

Absolutely empowered by Guru Parampara and Krsna, you are using your disciples
as tools in the sankirtana mission of Sri ST Gaura Nitai.
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Being the greatest philosopher on the Earth, you are writing wonderful books, which
illuminate, inspire and empower the devotees in their bloody war with maya in this age
of Kali. These books are the cream of the books of Srila Prabhupada, and are pure bud-
dhi and pure prema. They are too heavy for any speculating mind and are forcing our
blind eyes to see the Truth. To appreciate the Truth. To love the Truth.

Being jivan mukta, you are singing bhajanas from your planet — Goloka, and thus
you are pleasing Radha and Krsna and all Their devotees.

Determined to get all of us to Goloka, you are our only real friend and hope.

Being independent like your master, Gopinatha, you are free to throw me in hell or
to elevate me to Krsna, as you like.

Please, make me happy! Please, make all of us happy, giving us love of Godhead —
Krsna prema. And take any price for it. My soul is just your toy.

Your toy,
Madhva dasa

Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my humble obeisances!

I want to express my deepest gratitude for your mercy to me.

To be a disciple of such glorious master like you is the most valuable and safe posi-
tion. It is the only chance to advance in understanding the Absolute Truth. Just by hear-
ing from you and following your orders one may achieve the highest goal. Other meth-
ods are blind and useless.

Recently I had to study the teachings of twelve famous philosophers from ancient
times till now. I realized how speculative knowledge only entangles one’s mind more
and more. There's no progressive way up to clearing the truth, only down into the mate-
rial swamp. Some of the philosophers are such big self-indulgers that their goal is not
the truth but how to present more sophisticated thoughts than others. They may gain
the appreciation of the dry speculators but will not achieve any substantial knowledge.
Their writings become most boring and lifeless.

On the other hand the words and writings of a pure devotee directly reach the soul
and enlighten it for real life. The pure sound is not just some intellectual creation. It
comes from Krsna and is our link to Him. The pure devotee opens our eyes and when
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we "séc," there are no more doubts. The scientific proof of this process is our enlight-
enment and freedom from illusion, madness, lust, greed, and anger. But that's not the
only result. We can actually realize the truth about existence — that the wonderful pas-
times of the Supreme Being with His unlimited personal energies, and we as part of
them, can have the most loving relationship. Even drops of this nectar cannot bc com-
pared with tons of "philosophy."

I'had to push myself to read even a few pages from the writings of some big Western
minds, it was so boring, dull and meaningless. I was so frustrated that I wanted to give
up the study, but when I started to read your book, Substance and Shadow, 1 couldn't
stop. I went on and on, becoming more and more ecstatic, until I almost finished the
book after ten hours. It was as if I was put in a pot of nectar after being roasted. I wish
such experience to any sincere searchers of truth. Let their hearts be flooded with your
nectarean words.

For myself I pray: My dear Lord you promise to give your devotee whatever he lacks
and preserve whatever he has. I ask you, if you consider me some kind of devotee, to
please give me the association of my spiritual master and preserve whatever associa-
tion I already have with him.

Your humble servant,
Mahendra dasa

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your appearance.

I am so fortunate to celebrate your Vyasa-piija. This day is most special to me. I am
forever thankful, that you, such a great soul, have accepted me under your shelter. Your
mercy overwhelms me, I feel so unqualified and useless. Without you I am lost.

You surrender your whole life to please Krsna and Srila Prabhupada. How pleased
They must be with your glorious service. You do everything for Krsna, you preach,
preach and preach non stop. :

You are a supremely intelligent person. When people hear your lectures they become
amazed how much knowledge you have. They become convinced. You shower your
mercy on the whole world. :
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It always gives me great inspiration when I think of all your wonderful activities.
Your "Stay High For Ever" kirtanas are completely transcendental and blissful. One
forgets everything and becomes totally ecstatic. You are an expert musician and a mas-
ter in writing books. Everything you do turns into a success.

I pray that one day I can do something to please you. My desire is to become a bet-
ter devotee. My senses are strong and difficult to control, but I try my best to improve.
Whatever advancement 1 make in spiritual life is only due to your causeless mercy.
Please forgive me for being so slow in receiving it. I want to stop being slow and
become a useful servant.

All glories to you!

Your eternal servant,
Maiijari Svartipa devi dasi

Dear Guru Maharaja

Please accept my respectful obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada,
All glories to your glorious person.
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om ajiiana-timirandhasya

caksur unmilitarh yena
tasmai $ri-gurave namah

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Having touched Vaikuntha, this message of yours is spreading abroad like a beauti-
ful flower's aroma wherever you come.

As the bees feel natural attraction to such flowers, so the devotees set out wherever
you come to spread the message of spiritual life. They enjoy your singing which is
much more sweet than sugar "gour"; they drink the nectar of Krsna-prema which
emanates from your lotus mouth. When you sing Thakura's — “Gopinatha mama
nivedana Suno”, nobody can hide his deep feelings.

When I look at your spiritual majesty and the company around you, I know my life
is not complete.

Amara jivana, sada pape rata — 1 will try again to give up attachment to this world,
to be able to accept more and more of your mercy and of those who know how to take
it. In such an awkward way I try to pray for your mercy for me.

Your humble servant,
Mantre§vara dasa

Dear Guru Mabhar3ja !
Please accept my respectful obeisances!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

nama owi visnu-padaya krsna-presthdaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine
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I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace Srila Suhotra Swami,
who is very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

namas te guru-harmsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

I offer my respectful obeisances unto you who are the sirnha-guru and the one
who takes away the influence of Kali-yuga by delivering wonderful lectures on
the scientific teachings of Srila Prabhupada.

orh gjfiana-timirandhasya

caksur unmilitam yena
tasmai $ri-gurave namah
I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, who has opened my
eyes, which were blinded by the darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of
knowledge.

Dear Guru Maharaja,

You are my only hope and shelter. I
owe you so much and I know that I will
never be able to repay this debt. You
have been taking care of me and trying
to engage me properly despite the fact
that my devotional service has changed
radically. In this material world you are
my only friend. You are my ever well-
wisher and you always help other living
entities to become Krsna conscious.
Your heart is filled with great devotion
to Srila Prabhupada. You have been
pushing this Krsna consciousness
movement, and you want to protect this
movement from all internal attacks.

It is your desire that all members of this
movement co-operate fulfilling the fol-
lowing order of Srila Prabhupada: "You
will express your love to me by co-oper-
ating with each other." You are always
engaged in devotional service undergoing tiring journeys, every day giving lectures which
are a great inspiration for devotees. You have your COM conference and answer many ques-
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tions related to the philosophy of Krsna consciousness. You put so much effort in spreading
Krsna consiousness and protecting devotees from falling into the trap of mental speculation.

Wherever you appear devotees immediately become more lively. By your influence
and unprecedented determination you indefatigably explain philosophical points so
often misunderstood by other devotees.

Dear Guru Maharaja, I would like sincerely to thank you for everything you do for me.
You are my spiritual guide, you give me instructions, without which I wouldn't be able to
make any progress in Krsna cosiousness. Despite the fact that you know everything about
me, that you know my contaminations and attachments, you can tolerate me, my stupidi-
ty, and lack of responsibility. I am a rascal, as despite your instructions I am still attached
to my selfish materialistic desires. But your mercy and spiritual advice are more powerful,
so I have a great hope that finally you win, smashing my material desires into pieces.

Dear Guru Mahar3ja, I pray to your lotus feet that you forgive me all offenses I have
comitted due to my rascaldom and stupidity. I pray that you bestow upon me your
mercy, without which I am not able to make spiritual progress. Without your mercy I
will not achieve Krsna's mercy. Please, make me enthusiastic in devotional service and
make me remember your spiritual instructions. Today is anniversary of disappearance
of Stila Bhaktivinoda Thakura so, following in his footsteps, I pray to you, Guru
Maharaja, with the words of Gurudeva song from Saranagati:

gurudev!
krpa-bindu diya, 'koro'ei dase,
trnapekha ati hina
sakala sahane, bala diya koro',
nija-mane sprha-hina
Gurudeva, give to this servant just one drop of mercy. I am lower than a blade
of grass. Give me all help. Give me strength. Let me be as you are, without
desires or aspirations. ' '
sakale sammana korite Sakati,
deho' natha! jathajatha
tabe to' gaibo, hari-nama-sukhe,
aparddha ha'be hata
I offer you all respects, for thus 1 may have the energy to know you correctly.
Then, by chanting the holy name in great ecstasy, all my offenses will cease.

kabe heno krpa, labhiya e jana,
krtartha hoibe, natha!

Sakti-buddhi-hina, ami ati dina,
koro' more arma-satha

When will such mercy fall to this one who is weak and devoid of intelligence?
Allow me to be with you.
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Jogyata-vicare, kichu nahi pai,
tomdra karunda-sdra
karuna na hoile, kandiya kandiya,
prana nd rakhibo dra
If you examine me, you will find no qualities. Your mercy is all that I am made

of. If you are not merciful unto me, I can only weep, and I will not be able to
maintain my life.

Your servant,
Martanda dasa

Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my humble obeisances to your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

nama o visnu-paddya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra sv@min iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya kali-prabhdva-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

1 offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace Srila Suhotra Swami,
who is very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter of His lotus feet.

T offer my respectful obeisances unto you, who are the sirha-guru and the one
who takes away the influence of Kali-yuga by delivering wonderful lectures on
the scientific teachings of Srila Prabhupada.

om ajfiGna-timirandhasya
caksur unmilitarh yena
tasmai Sri-gurave namah

T offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, who has opened my eyes,
which were blinded by the darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of knowledge.
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What more to say? If I were the best poet, I would compose the best verses about
you, if I were a musician, I would sing the most melodious songs about you, if I were
a painter, I would paint the most beautiful pictures. I cannot do any of these things, and
therefore I repeat again and again: "Thank you." Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for initi-
ation which I was awarded this year, and for being accepted into such a great tran-
scendental family. Thank you for all the care, mercy and love you are distributing.
Thank you for the transcendental knowledge which I can get from you.

Guru Maharaja, with one mouth it is not possible to thank you for all that you are
giving us. Just like Ananta-§esa sings the glories of the Supreme Lord with thousands
of mouths, so also a disciple would need thousands of mouths to be able to glorify and
thank his spiritual master. And just like Ananta-§esa never comes to an end, neither
would the disciple be able to come to an end.

Guru Maharaja, you are an ocean of mercy, and on this glorious day of your Vyasa-
piija, all of us who are present can by your mercy very strongly realize this ocean our-
selves. Again and again diving into the waters of this ocean, with full hands we take
the water and drink and relish the nectar coming from your mouth.

- What greater fortune can a living entity get than receiving the mercy of the pure
devotee of the Supreme Lord?

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura is singing:

yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado
yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto ‘pi
dhyayan stuvams tasya yasas tri sandhyarn
vande guroh Sri-carandravindam

By the mercy of the spiritual master one receives the benediction of Krsna. Without
the grace of the spiritual master, one cannot make any advancement. Therefore, I
should always remember and praise the spiritual master. At least three times a day I
should offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master.

Srila Suhotra Swami ki jaya!

Your servant,
Medhya devi dasi
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nama o visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsdaya, kali-prabhdva-hdrine
prabhupadda-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

My beloved Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

You are mercy personified and your heart is full of compassion.

Your Holiness has brought Vedic light into my life by initiating me into the
Vaisnava fold.

I have no words to praise your sympathy, nor have I Laksmi enough to adequately
compensate you for having brought me into Vaisnava association to sing the glory of
Lord Krsna with the mahamantra, which can nullify all our sins in a fraction of a second.

I offer my prostrated obeisances unto your lotus feet.

Your eternal servant,
Minavatara dasa

nama om visnu-paddaya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-harsaya, kali-prabhdva-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

You have given me everything more than enough except one thing — 'punishment'.
Therefore I am very unfortunate.

Undeservingly receiving your great mercy,
Mukti Dhatri devi dasi
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nama or visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-harmsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

My Dear Guru Maharaja,

I offer all my humble and my respectful obeisances unto your lotus feet,
All glories to Your Divine Grace!
All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada!
One more year has passed and I am still here, very happy to write and celebrate you
again. Yes, on this battlefield I am still on my feet.

Some years ago, I was
thinking that the most
important thing you appreci-
ate in devotional service is
the number of years dedicat-
ed, years where one can
manage not to be shot by the
enemy. But now I think that
staying alive is not enough.
In fact, in a war one can die
at any moment, even if he
managed to survive for
many years. Now, I realize
that the most important
thing is to be a real person,
not a dummy lead soldier,
and I am forever indebted to
you for that.

Now, because of your :
kindness and mercy, I am beginning to learn what it means to be a person. I had a very
short conversation with you when you were here in Timisoara last summer and that was
enough for a whole universe to open for me. I am not able to express in words this
insight, but I am sure you know what I mean. Practically my spiritual life begins now,
and I am so happy to be your disciple.

Your humble servant, just born on the realm of personalism,
Murari Krsna dasa
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Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada,
All glories to Sri $ri Gaura Nitai.

Six years ago during your Vyasa-piija ceremony when I saw how the devotees
washed your lotus feet, in my heart appeared a desire to serve you as a disciple. Today
when I bathe Sri-Sti Gaura Nitai I pray them to give power in all my life to do the ser-
vice which you gave me.

I'm an useless thing in the Deity's wardrobe and only by your causeless mercy I can be
used.

Dear spiritual father, please be merciful to me because only by you and by the other
devotees I can approach the wonderful forms of Lord Caitanya and Lord Nityananda.

Your eternal servant,
Nikufijarasi Vilasi devi dasi

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances.

nama otir visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine
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namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhdva-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

I am asking myself what to write and how to put it into words. Despite that I have a
few ideas, I rejected them all after a while. I don't want to pretend to be somebody other
than I am and in this way satlsfy my false ego by getting respect from others.

For a while I wanted to use Srila Prabhupada's words: ‘if one is a rascal and fool and
has nothing beneficial to say then it is good if he is silent’. Although that's exactly me,
I thought it might be offensive towards you, Guru Maharaja. That's why I am trying to
figure out if I am able to write a few honest sentences. I am also aware that because of
my foolishness I am not able to glorify you in a proper way.

I start by saying that I am a fool. What can be said about a person who has been in
the process of bhakti-yoga for three years and is still a complete neophyte. There is some
devotion in my heart but my devotional service is conditioned by material nature and
therefore I cannot advance. I cannot reach the goal despite my efforts which usually end
up as a failure. I also find myself in trouble because of identifying with upadis.

As you explained in one lecture, upadi-bhiita conception of atma has a designation
- I am my mind. Therefore if I have some problem I enter into the maze of my mind
in order to solve it. I think that a solution will be somewhere on the mental platform
and that's why I am lost.

You also said that we should come to the brahma-bhiita stage. Only then will every-
thing be solved. At that time we can see we are not the mind and know we should not
listen to it. We have to understand that the sense objects are material and I am spiritu-
al. So why I should aspire for them. T am so foolish because I struggle to have connec-
tion with things that I have nothing to do with.

I am also a great rascal. I find myself plundered by the false ego. There is a nice
verse in Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.13.24.

ahankara krtam bandham
atmano ‘rtha-viparyayam
The false ego of the living entity places him in bondage and awards him exact-
ly the opposite of what we really desire.

You also explained that ahankara, false ego, ultimately means problems, and artha
means some really valuable thing to the soul, which is pure devotional service. Harhsa-
avatara explained to the four Kumaras that actually the false ego is stealing away this
atmano-'rtha, the most valuable thing to the soul. It steals it away and substitutes it with
something else. Something which is artha for the body, mind or intellect. I am a rascal
because I have started to think that the real value of serving Krsna is to gratify the body,
mind and intellect. All these things put me in the position where I have to suffer.
However the positive side of my suffering is that it forced me to become introspective.
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Now I have to look deep into my heart to find out my motivation. What is the reason
for what I am doing? What do I really desire? I can see only two alternative answers.

First is that I finally have to become sincere. As you said, for one who takes the pro-
cess seriously the result comes very quickly. But for one who is not very sincere, how
can he advance? He will become burdened by offensiveness arising from inattention.
Because sincerity really means to pay attention to what we are doing in Krsna con-
sciousness, to try to understand to one's best ability very clearly, step by step the path
back home back to Godhead. This is the price I have to pay now. The question is — am
I able to do it? The second alternative, as you said, is to be hammered and suffer
because of this, and I am afraid that due to my foolishness I will have to do this.

There is something else. While living in Saloniki with Parnaprajiia Prabhu and his
wife quite often I forget that on the end of my name is ‘dasa’ and not ‘prabhu’. That's
why if I want to come back here and help them I have to change my attitude. Parnapra-
jfia Prabhu jokes that I have two natures — that of an ass since I can be very stubborn
and that of a wasp as I am venomous. So, I have to change. And again the question is
—am I able to do it?

To do this I really need your help and also the help of my godbrothers. Because I am
weak and conditioned I can be very easily smashed down to the material jungle. And
then I am lost. So, please once more have mercy upon this fallen soul.

Trying to be your servant,
Nitai-Carana dasa
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances to your lotus feet,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
All glories to you!

Today I feel that I need to thank you, first of all for everything that you are doing for us
all, and for me. On this most wonderful day I am very happy, because I have the chance
to express my gratitude to you, and to try to glorify you. At the same time, I always feel
unhappy because I am not able to put into words everything that I feel for you.

This year, like every year, you were very merciful to me. I was wasting your valu-
able time but you were always patient, leading me on the path of devotional service.
Your visits to Poland were the source of my biggest inspiration.

You have let me serve you personally many times and I was very happy. However,
I realized that you do not need my service. You let me do that because you see that it
inspires me to progress in devotional service. Every time you come to Poland, every-
thing changes. Daily activities become really ecstatic. Our consciousness changes a
few weeks before your arrival and we remain very inspired long after you leave Poland.
The whole city turns into Vaikuntha. I realized it after you left Poland in March.

Your wonderful lecture at the university, your great bhajanas and classes, your
darsanas and instructions; everything was so perfect that the whole world was blissful.
When you left Poland, we remained full of inspiration and at the same time we felt a
great sadness because of the separation from you.

We talked about your pastimes and activities, and then one devotee told me: "If devo-
tional service for the spiritual master in this material world is so wonderful and blissful,
how wonderful service for Krsna in the spiritual world must be!" Only then did I realize
that it is worth everything to go back to the spiritual world. I always knew it but I did not
feel it until you showed me the glory of devotional service to the spiritual master.

Dear Guru Mahardja, I sometimes felt sorry that I could not serve you as much as I
would like to. Having this female body, I was not able to stay in your personal associ-
ation for a long time, at least I thought so. But in one of your lectures in Wroclaw you
said that our karma cannot stop us in devotional service. You said that sometimes we
think that because of our karma we cannot render some service, but this is not true. If
we have a very strong desire, we are able to overcome our karma and engage in devo-
tional service. I was translating this lecture, and at the same time I doubted your words.
I thought that I could not serve you in the way I would like to because of my karma and
my female body. I was thinking that I could not be your driver for example, or I could
not serve you in many other ways. I knew that everything you had said was true, and
that my understanding was incorrect, but I could not accept it.

However, on the same day, you showed me that your words are always true, and that
everything is possible if we have a strong desire. Somehow or other, on the same day
you let me be your driver and stay in your personal association.
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Every time you come to Poland I realize that I am a complete fool and you are the
most merciful person. Once I entered your room for the sixth or seventh time that day
and I said: "I am sorry to disturb you once more." You replied immediately: "You can-
not disturb me." I realized that you are completely self-satisfied and you just tolerate
our inefficient attempts to serve you although you do not need our service.

Dear Guru Maharaja, your visits to Wroclaw helped not only me, but the whole tem-
ple. Whenever there are some problems in the temple, we run to you, just like small chil-
dren, to ask you for advice and help. You always help us and you repeat the same things
over and over again because we do not understand simple instructions. But we will try to
grow up and I hope that we will be mature enough to be able to make progress without
clinging to your hand. But we will always need and desire your association.

Dear Guru Maharaja, thanks to your mercy the temple in Wroclaw exists. Your
blessings are so powerful that even the most difficult problem may be solved. Last
year, when the Deity of Lord Nrsithhadeva was lost, the devotee who was the owner of
the Deity came to you to ask you for your blessings. You gave her your blessings and
on the same day the Deity was miraculously found. Everybody was amazed because it
seemed that the Deity was lost forever. Still, thanks to the blessings of the pure devo-
tee, Lord Nrsithhadeva decided to come to Wroclaw.

Dear Guru Maharaja, there were many situations that show your wonderful qualities
and reveal some of your pastimes. I am not able to describe them properly. I can only
say that you are the greatest person I have ever met. Especially this year I felt that I
completely depend upon you. You give me strength and thus I am able to accept more
responsibility in Krsna consciousness.
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Thank you, thank you for everything. Please, let me remain in your association for-
ever and let me serve you eternally. I desire nothing else. I know that I want to surren-
der myself completely to you and I want to make your instructions my life and soul. I
am not qualified yet, but I promise that I will do everything to become qualified in the
future. My only hope is that you give me the shelter of your lotus feet. I have no other
refuge. When I stay away from you, material desires wake up in my heart. I try to fight
with them but that fight is possible only when you give me your association — your per-
sonal association, and your instructions. Then everything becomes easy and I can hap-
pily serve you and serve Krsna. Please, accept what I can give you although it is so
imperfect. Forgive me all my offences, because I am so fallen. :

Please, treat me as your possession and your eternal servant,
Padmapada devi dasi

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances unto the shadow of your lotus feet,
All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to you and your divine mission!

All glories to the whole Guru Parampara!

All glories to all devotees!

My dear Guru Maharija,

On this most blessed day — Vyasa Piija of the spiritual master — it is very difficult for
me to express my real gratitude towards you and Krsna. Thank you for engaging me in
devotional service. _ . : _

The material illusion in my consciousness and heart is so dense that the spiritual vibration
must penetrate deeply to get through them. That's why I can't glorify you properly, as would
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the pure devotees. I feel like a little child who cannot appreciate the good qualities of his par-
ents, and still, can not live without them and their loving shelter. For me you are like the moth-
er and father are for this child.  haven't yet fully realized your good qualities and cannot prop-
erly glorify you; but I know that I don't want to, and cannot, live without serving your lotus
feet and instructions. For this reason, I'm trying to thank you in this imperfect way for your
unlimited compassion and tolerance towards me. This is what keeps me in the society of the
devotees and close to your instructions, despite the daily attacks of my crazy mind.

In your classes sometimes, you promised that you'll force us to accept Krsna, despite
our reluctance. This great love and compassion for the conditioned souls makes you a
true representative of Lord Nityananda and Lord Caitanya.

You really have the desire to save the whole world and to flood it with the holy name
and Krsna-prema. This great love and compassion for everyone and your great desire
to serve the sankirtana mission is my only hope.

Please give me the chance to attain pure love for Krsna and please engage me fully
in the process of devotional service, chanting, hearing, and preaching what Srila
Prabhupada left for us by his causeless mercy.

Your eternal servant,
Pandurani devi dast

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

All glories to S1T 81T Guru and Gauranga!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
All glories to Srila Suhotra Swami Maharaja!

Dear Guru Maharaja, ; ~
I offer my humble obeisances at your lotus feet!

I can not repay you with anything for the mercy you have poured out on my unwor-
thy head by accepting me as your disciple. Please, dear Guru Mahardja, give me your



S Vyasa Puja 1998 99
~— e B DERD S e

blessings to distribute the books of Srila Prabhupada and your books too! Please, give
me your blessings to become a preacher who can give Krsna to the people with ease so
that they would easily accept Him. Please, give me the blessings to always remember
Krsna and never forget Him.

I offer my humble obeisances at your lotus feet -

Your servant,
Patha-mafijari devi das1
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namas te guru-harsdya, kali-prabhdva-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Mahar3aja

Please accept my humble obeisances in front of your merciful lotus feet. I feel so useless.
After reading your 1994 offering to Srila Prabhupada it is so easy for me to understand
how much devotion you have for your guru.

I always remember you merged in the nectar of devotional service, be it loud ecstatic
kirtana, class for devotees or, mainly, your very intense work in formulating
Prabhupada’s teachings into the language of modern scholars

Many times you almost hurt your voice or physical health in this intense work and still
you managed to preserve enough powers to go on, 24 hours a day, as it appeared to me.

I am so sorry that I cannot serve you in a similar way, being in comparison to you
like an ant still gradually building my proper understanding of Krsna Consciousness.
That's fine you may say. I like to meditate on your peaceful forms taking the word
‘harisa’ in your pranama mantra to indicate swan like soul as it often is in the Vedic
mantras:

harhsah Suci sad vasur antariksa-sad
dhota vedi sad atithir durona sat
nr sad vara sad rta-sad vyoma sad
abja goja rtaja adrija rtar brhat S
(Katha Upanisad 5.2)
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hiranya-varnah Sakuno
hrdyaditye pratisthitah
madgur hamsas tejovrsah
so'smin agnau yajamahe
(Maitri Upanisad 6.34)

But I am aware that even when internally merged in serving Srila Prabhupada in the
lotus of your heart you sometimes clearly manifest the qualities of Nrsirhhadeva while
preaching against all kind of nonsense speculations inside and outside of ISKCON. At
that time I am becoming aware of the Nirukta meaning of your name ‘hariisa’ as
‘hirmsr@’ or in other words the etymological vyatyaya of simha or lion. I wish you suc-
cess in your lordly and elegant battles and in the same way I humbly pray to your fierce
full forms:

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine
namas te guru-harsaya, kali-prabhava-harine ma ma himsit

I pray like
that unto you so
that by your
mercy I will, in
the shade of
your lotus feet
be able to learn
something
more and
become a little
more qualified
and less stupid
and foolish
than I evidently
am at the pre-
sent.

Holding ambu-
ruhas in hands
Patrapati dasa
is throwing
puspaiijali.
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Dear Guru Maharéja,

Please accept my humble obeisances,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupdda-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Guru Maharaja,

1 want on this special day to thank you for your encouragement which is full of care
and compassion. You encouraged me very much and you explained to me how impor-
tant it is to continue my service to Krsna.

I became very discouraged by the many problems which I falsely thought that I had
because I identified with the body and the bodily problems. But you explained to me that
I should not have so many problems. I should leave them all to Krsna, and my only prob-
lem should be how can I serve Krsna better. I haven't realized this thing yet, but I pray
to become sincere and to follow these instructions. As long as I delay doing it and just
speculating, I am nothing but a fool that is lamenting that he has so many problems.

With a lot of compassion and patience, you encouraged me and you explained very
clearly that all I have to do to achieve success in spiritual life. I pray to you and Krsna
to for enough intelligence and to follow these instructions, and if I succeed in doing it,
I know that success is assured. ‘

One godbrother of mine, from whom I learned many things, said in one lecture that
we should consider the instructions of the spiritual master as some very valuable dia-
monds and we should put them forever in our heart and, of course, follow them. I hope
I can also do this thing and so benefit from your invaluable mercy, although I know
- that I do not deserve it.

Thank you, Guru Maharja, and please forgive me that I am not a disciple that is
pleasing you. Please forgive my offences, which I commit all the time because of my
foolishness.

All glories to you Guru Maharaja

Your useless servant,
Prabhu Nityananda dasa
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Dear Guru Maharaja!

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your Lotus Feet!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
All glories to you, Guru Maharaja!

nama o visnu-pdadaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

On this most auspicious day of your appearance I'd like to warmly thank you, Guru
Mahar3ja, for helping and guiding us in our devotional service by writing and publish-
ing your genius books. I'm personally completely enamored by the contents of
Substance and Shadow and Transcendental Personalism. Guru Maharaja, your knowl-
edge is so vast and deep, it is showing everyone your transcendental and extraordinary
intelligence, which comes directly from Srila Prabhupada and $1i Krsna.

Guru Mahardja, your understanding of Vaisnava philosophy and your way of present-
ing it to the intellectuals and different scholars is so brilliant that it can easily make them
think about the highest goal of life and engage their minds in proper philosophical spec-
ulations about Vedic dharma and her Lord, Sr1 Krsna. Hearing of big success, coming
both from publishing your books and from your public, university preaching efforts in
different countries, based on Substance and Shadow and Transcendental Personalism I'm
100% sure that your divine activities in this field make all high class people, scholars,
professors, and their students aware of the highest value of Gaudiya Vaisnavism, its phi-
losophy and ethics, and helps them to be more conscious about spiritual life and finally
to become S1T Krsna's devotees. In this way you, Guru Mahar3ja, are implementing fully
into life Srila Prabhupada's desire to preach Vaisnavism amongst the intellectuals and sci-
entists, simultaneously showing us, your disciples, the path of knowledge and methods of
its presentation to such a people in this so called modern society.

Guru Maharaja, seeing all your efforts to fulfill Srila Prabhupada's desire I humbly
beg you to let me be a part of your mission.

Your humble servant
Pracarananda dasa
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet,
All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada!

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsdya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

On this auspicious day I would be very happy if you were satisfied with my service.
When thinking what I have really done for you this year, I realize it was not that much. But
there is much more of what you have done for me. Unfortunately I am not on the level to
answer adequately. I am unsteady, I keep my bad habits and I have very little desire to real-
ly change my behavior. My pride and envy are my burdens as well. My dealings are very
impersonal and egoistic. When thinking of how devotees around see me, I am not satisfied
with myself. I am not able to get rid of the offenses I repeat on and on like a child.

Dear Guru Maharaja, despite all of my mistakes, I am very grateful I live in the asso-
ciation of devotees, because it is the only association in this world which makes sense
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and which can help us conditioned souls. And you, Guru Mahar3ja, you are like a shin-
ing lightning tower in this society, giving shelter to all without any discrimination. You
clearly see the depth of the mission of His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada and by your
dealings you keep fulfilling this mission year after year.

Fearlessly you took the torchlight of knowledge and you are enlightening the condi-
tioned souls by its relief giving flame. You belong amongst the eternally liberated
souls, but your compassion is so big that you have come down to give us your associ-
ation so that due to your mercy we can just for a moment look to the world without
envy, pride, and lust.

When trying to understand your greatness and my smallness, I realize, at least theo-
retically, that you are the only hope for me and I humbly ask you to forgive me all my
offenses in my attempts to perform devotional service.

My insincerity is the obstacle I keep building around myself; it keeps me from get-
ting your help, although I know that thanks to your help only I have some hope to leave
this material world. I am confused and I am in the network of illusion for the time being

“and I dream of pleasing you one day.

miikham karoti vacalam
pangum langhayate girim
yat-krpa tam aham vande

$rT gururh dina taranam

Your eternal servant,
Prahlada Nrsirhha dasa

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

Thank you for your fatherly affection and patience, thank you for overlooking our
bad qualities and for your compassion toward us. We can never pay you back for what
you’ve done for us and are selflessly continuing to do.

By your personal example, you inspire us and also show us how to act. Your staunch
faith in Krsna is very infectious, and it dispels the doubts from our hearts, thus helping
us to easily overcome all impediments on our path to Krsna.
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Your humility resembles a crystal clear mirror in which we can see our own faults and
defects. Everything you do for us is for our benefit, but very often we don't realize that.
We constantly commit mistakes but you always forgive us everything. You always
exhibit a great imperturbability and restraint, despite the fact that we, the devotees from
this primitive country, bring you so many troubles and anxieties, which normally would
disturb any other person. We bow down our heads and beg you to forgive all our
offences and our ungratefulness, which we often manifest because of our ignorance.

You, who never waste even a moment in useless acts and who are always absorbed
in thoughts of Krsna, are mercifully bestowing upon us, the miserable, your attention,
knowledge, and affection. Your captivating smile is so pleasing and encouraging! Your
erudition, which is incomprehensible for us, and your all-round endowment, arouse
admiration, not only in the devotees of Krsna, but also in all others who have had the
good fortune to hear the truth from your lips.

All these wonderful qualities, possessed by you, cause not only our ever increasing
rapture about your personality, but they also arouse in us transcendental pride. Pride that
we have you as our father. Just as any little child is proud of his father’s qualities and
always says that his father is the best of fathers, so also we do. You are our beloved father.

May you always be healthy, so that you can bless our hearts with joy, in our finite
existence. And when the time ripens please grab us by the hands and bring us to Krsna.

Your eternal servants,
Pramshu Dasa and Svarna GatuT devi dasi

‘Dear Guru Maharaja,
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale

Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsdya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupdada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
All living entities in this material world are eternal spiritual souls covered by Krsna's
external energy. For the benefit of such living entities, especially in the human form of
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life, Krsna arranges so many things. He delivers the spiritual literature so that we can
gain real knowledge, He appears as Paramatma in the heart to give proper direction and
He sends His devotees in the form of spiritual masters. The last mentioned is the most
important for the conditioned soul. The spiritual master works as an external represen-
tative of Paramatma and visibly manifests the qualities of the spiritual world.

For me it is very inspiring to see your personality, completely free from anger, envy,
and false prestige and to see your unbreakable endeavor to please Krsna. All this gives
me some understanding of what it means to become completely surrendered to Krsna.
I'm sure about this point because Krsna Himself defines in Bhagavad-gita (6.47) the
quality of His dear devotees:

yoginam api sarvesam
mad-gatendntar-atmanda
Sraddhavan bhajate yo mar
sa me yuktatamo matah

And of all yogis, the one with great faith who always abides in Me, thinks of Me
within himself, and renders transcendental loving service to Me—he is the most
intimately united with Me in yoga and is the highest of all. That is My opinion.

Dear Guru Maharaja, I know that whatever I say is contaminated by my materialis-
tic nature, but in spite of this I pray on this most auspicious day that I may come to the
standard of pure devotional service approved by you and Srila Prabhupada, even if it
takes me millions of years to attain it.

Your insignificant servant,
Priyabhakta dasa

nama ot visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai
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Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Irecall when I was in Germany a few years ago, the European borders were finally opened
for Polish citizens. At that time I was in Heidelberg and my visa had expired many months
before. You wanted me to drive your car but were not sure if the bureaucratic machinery of
the German border would make any trouble. To avoid this you told me to hide myself in the
luggage compartment of your van. With the help of Madhavendra Puri Prabhu I found
myself between sandwiches, mineral water and roasted nuts. On the top was a pile of clothes
—a gift for the Bulgarian Yatra. It felt like being an embryo again, placed in the womb of my
mother; surrounded by darkness and unable to move, but hearing external sounds.

You ignited the engine and
sped up to the German-Czech
border. What the custom offi-
cers saw was a van with two
smiling American tourists and
their luggage traveling to ‘con-
quer’ Eastern Europe. You
spoke with them humorously
and in a relaxed mood. A cou-
ple of minutes later you shout-
ed ‘Pirna, come out’. All of us
started to laugh as I legally
crossed the Czech border.

By partaking in this hilarious
incident I could appreciate not
only your sense of humor but
your attitude of taking risk in
the service of Srila Prabhupada.
You travel to various places
where you face a risk of being
mistreated and misinterpreted
by ignorant and envious people.
You also take the risk of accept-
ing us as your disciples and take
your time to become involved with our lives which may not be a very exciting prospect.

Although for an ordinary man your traveling schedule and duties are impossible to
imitate, you perform them with a constant freshness, wit and humor; giving your very
personal and helpful advice to anyone who needs them.

Now as we can see, you have also taken up a new risk of writing Krsna conscious
literature. It's a risk because the ideas you present are confronted with strongly estab-
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lished materialistic concepts. It is amazing how you can fit this time consuming task in
between your GBC and spiritual master duties.

Your books are welcome, not only by your disciples, but by all seekers of the truth.
We also know how dear and important it is for you to go on with your writing and to
have your books distributed. As your disciples it is our duty and pride to help you in
this regard.

My suggestion is that we create ‘an anxiety-free zone’ in order to give you the
required peace and time needed to complete your work. What I mean is that we, as your
disciples, should try to become more mature in relationship with you. As much as pos-
sible we should take responsibility for our own lives and not burden you with our silli-
ness which comes from our childish attitude towards Krsna Consciousness and life in
general. So many of our so called problems can be solved without wasting your valu-
able time. Most often it is enough to switch on our brains, at least for a while, and look
for an appropriate solution which is usually an obvious one.

If it is still too difficult we can always approach our godbrothers and godsisters for
help. You initiate more and more devotees and train others at the same time. It means
that gradually we should be expected to become your assistants in helping others rather
than remain a burden for you. Unfortunately, practice often shows otherwise.

If we could improve in this way you could have more chance to write your wonder-
ful books and thus spiritually educate a larger audience by giving them your associa-
tion. As we know, all scriptures emphatically declare the benefit of the association with
a saintly person, yet now that opportunity is only available to a limited few. However
through the printed word it can be expanded unlimitedly.

Although presently I am much entangled in the tedious work of maintaining this
place in Greece, I want you to know that you are always welcome to our humble abode
and continue your writing work of which I am a heartfelt supporter and admirer.

Your servant,
Parnaprajfia dasa

All glories to Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga!
All glories to Sr1 Guru Parampara!
All glories to Srila Suhotra Swami!



81 Vyasa Puja 1998 109
B DFEO\S e o

onir ajiana-timirandhasya
caksur unmilitar yena
tasmai §ri-gurave namah

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhéva-harine
prabhupadda-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Please accept my humble obeisances, which I offer repeatedly at your lotus feet, from
the depths of my heart!

Your lotus feet are the only safe shelter in the tossing waves of the ocean of material
existence. They are the boat by which we can cross, unimpeded, this endless and danger-
ous ocean, and you Guru Mahargja, are the expert captain who can lead the boat in the
right direction, to Sri Sri Radha-Krsna's lotus feet. I'm weak and powerless before the
waves of this ocean which constantly fall upon me! Your causeless mercy takes us up on
board, and your care and affection towards us; and the knowledge that you give us, is the
power that keeps us on your boat.

Oh, my dear Guru Maharaja, without you, I would be completely lost in the insur-
mountable waves of the ocean of material existence! You are so merciful to engage me
in your mission, the expanding of S1i Sri Radha-Krsna's mission, all around the world.

All glories to you! All glories to you! All glories to you!

Jaya Gurudeva! Jaya Gurudeva! Jaya Gurudeva! Jaya Gurudeva!

Sincerely your eternal servant
Purusacyata dasa
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

nama ori visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace S$iila Suhotra Swami,
who is verydear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

namas te guru-harisaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupdda-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

I offer my respectful obeisances unto you who are the siriha-guru and the one
who takesaway the influence of Kali-yuga by delivering wonderful lectures on
the scientific teachings of Srila Prabhupada.

Suddha-bhakata-carana-renu,
bhajana-anukiila
bhakata-seva, parama-siddhi,
prema-latikara mila

The dust of the lotus feet of pure devotees, enthusiastic devotional service, and set-
vice to the pure devotees of the highest order are the roots of the creeper of devotion.

Sri-guru-carana-padma, kevala-bhakati-sadma,
bando mui savadhana mate
Jahara prasade bhai, e bhava toriya jai,
krsna-prapti hoy jiha ha “te

The lotus feet of our spiritual master are the only way by which we can attain pure
devotional service. I bow to these lotus feet with great awe and reverence. By his
grace one can cross the ocean of material suffering and obtain the mercy of Krsna.

Guru Maharaja, please accept from me thousands of thanks that I could obtain
harinama initiation this spring. Thank you for your boundless kindness that I can be with
you in your transcendental family and in this lifetime walk on the path of devotional ser-
vice. With your help and under your direction I can be the servant of the servant and try
to please you and your spiritual master Srila Prabhupada.

Stila Prabhupada came to preach to the Western countries which are full of Madhais and
Jagais. Guru Maharaja, I was living like a Jagai and Madhai in one of them. To you there-
fore are unlimited thanks for the fact that I can serve you. Thank you, that I can accept
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instructions and the holy name from your mouth and offer respects to you, that I can bow
down and take shelter at your lotus feet, touch them and take the dust on my head.
Thank you very much, dear Guru Maharaja.

Your servant,
Radha Kesava dasa

om ajfidna-timirandhasya

caksur unmilitarh yena
tasmai $ri-gurave namah

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhdva-hdirine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

All glories to Sri SrT Guru and Gauranga!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances!

On this auspicious day I want to thank you that you are so merciful to me. You are
so kind that you always think about your disciples. I know that I do not deserve to be
your disciple but still I am, so I will try to become a sincere devotee.

You always think for the benefit of the conditioned souls. You are always engaged
in the mission of Srila Prabhupada for his satisfaction by delivering transcendental
knowledge so that the conditioned souls can come out of ignorance. And because you
are so inspired to satisfy Srila Prabhupada and Krsna you give me inspiration to satis-
fy them by trying to satisfy you in this preaching mission of Lord Caitanya.

Trying to become your servant,
Radhana-Riipini devi dasi
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my respectful obeisances at your lotus feet.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhdva-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

On this most fortu-
nate day of your
appearance I would
like to offer you
these few lines as
thanksgiving, for all
the care which you
give to me and to
others as well. You
are taking care of us
more than our so-
called parents,
because you are tak-
ing care of the soul
and not only of the
body as is done by
present social institu-
tions who tell us
“break four regula-
tive principles, don't
chant Hare Krsna and
you will be all right.”

The longer I am in
the movement the
more I am becoming
aware of what an
unintelligent, rascal,
hard hearted, impersonalist I am. On the last Vyasa-piija ceremony I felt shame for my
inability, because I saw the love and tolerance you are always showing to us.

How to please you? By devotional service in Krsna consciousness — go on sankirtana,
distribute books and prasadam, chant Hare Krsna etc,. To endeavor to do it without per-




Sri Vyasa Puja 1998 113
~— B/ DES S e

sonal motivation for recognition or name and fame. Let it be just for your satisfaction in
the same way as you are pleasing Srila Prabhupada by your Krsna conscious activities.

I want to thank you and at the same time apologize for the last darsana. You asked
me: "So do you have practical questions concerning your service or emotional? For
emotional I don't have time." Immediately it was clear to me that I have more of the
emotional than practical questions. I never want to waste your very valuable time.
Simply my intelligence is very small. You answered all my questions, even though for
you it was the same thing, same problem (bubbling of mind), like few years ago.

You are so patient, you are instructing me and I (because I am identifying with my
body and mind) am just like that ass iii...aaa...nothing...no intelligence. You told me
that I am not this mind nor body, but the soul. I answered that this is only theory for
me. Answer: "You do not have faith". I could recognize that I did not please you with
that. You are taking so much care of me, you gave me the association of devotees and
the Hare Krsna mahda-mantra; what more can I desire? (I am like a stone)

Because of his developed consciousness, however, the human being must
understand the constitutional position of the living entity and understand why he
must accept a material body. This chance is given to him by nature, but if he
nonetheless acts like an animal, what is the benefit of his human life? In this life
one must select the goal of life and act accordingly. Having received instructions
from the spiritual master and the §dstra, one must be sufficiently intelligent.

(Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.7.47, purport)

These are the perfect words of the Sn’mad—Bhdgavatam, which you are always
preaching.

I beg that I can be somehow helpful in the mission you have got from your spiritual
master, Srila Prabhupada.

Hare Krsna

Your servant,
Radhesa dasa

4 s



114 Sl Vyasa Puja 1998
~— VDI e

Dear Guru Maharaja

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet,

Please don't reject me, there is no hope for me if you do.

Only because of you am I still in ISKCON. Small children can never learn to walk
and live if they haven't the attention of their parents.

I'm just trying to become a responsible person and this is not easy. You are my only
real friend and well wisher and if I have anything good in my person this is because of
the many, many good qualities which you are possessing and using to help to those who
need and want such help. Everything bad that I have in my person is a product of my
attachments for the material world and because of them I can't even say some nice
words of appreciation for what are you doing for me.

Please help me to continue so that one day I can really accept your instructions in
my heart.

Your servant,
Raghupati dasa

Dear Guru Maharaja,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale

namas te guru-hamsdya, kali-prabhdva-harine
prabhupdda-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Please, accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

All glories to you who are prepared to liberate all living entities in the three worlds
from illusion. o .

All glories to you who are the perfect follower of His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada
and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

All glories to you whose only desire and activity is to give Krsna consciousness to
the most fallen souls of Kali-yuga.

It is very difficult to appreciate your mercy and humility, your love of Krsna, and
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your compassion for the suffering entities. Actually, it is very difficult to appreciate
any of your transcendental qualities.

Your presence is a hope for the living entities to be liberated from the clutches of
materialism, a hope to go back to Krsna. You know how to engage everybody in the

sankirtana mission. In this way you give everyone a chance to attain the perfection of
human life.

Any attempt to repay you this debt seems to be funny.

Dear Guru Mahar3ja, thank you for everything you are doing for me. Please engage
me forever in your service.

Your eternal servant,
Rama-Sriyah dasa

nama o visnu-paddya krsna-presthaya bhi-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai
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Dear Guru Mahargja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet!
All glories to Sri $17 Gaura Nitai!

All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to your service to him!

A whole year passed since I saw you for the last time. It was a testing time for my
faith in you and your instructions. But like everything you do it was a wonderful test,
filled with deep meaning and lessons.

During our last meeting I realized that my love and attachment to you has increased
many times. My faith in your instructions has become stronger. Thank you, my won-
derful spiritual master for the causeless mercy you pour upon me. I know that my ser-
vice to you is very insignificant and your mission, so significant and pleasing to Krsna's
most dear one — Srila Prabhupada. Please, Guru Mabhargja, let my attachment to you,
your instructions, and my service to you, increase more and more up to your full satis-
faction. Then my life will have real meaning and the human form of life which I have
achieved will fulfill its purpose.

I pray to the Deities, to Srila Prabhupada, and to you, that I may understand in depth
your instructions and your transcendental mood. When I associate with you through your
wonderful books, lectures, and kirtanas 1 understand that your heart is filled with endless
love and attachment to Stila Prabhupada and $11 $1T Radha Krsna. But although it's filled
up entirely with Krsna-premd, you find room also for us, your insignificant servants.

Krsna has bestowed His causeless mercy upon us and has sent us you, the source of
all good qualities of a pure Vaisnava, described in the §astras (as Srila Prabhupada
writes in the First Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, “the devotee is a walking Srimad-
Bhagavatam.") Another thing I understood is that by accepting me as a disciple you
have given me the chance to develop those qualities too, if I give up my bad character
and tendency to see the faults in the other devotees.

You said that we should associate only with the good qualities of the others. Trying
to do so I see that my life in Krsna consciousness becomes very, very nectarean. Srila
Prabhupada has said that ISKCON is an example of Vaikuntha. Only by associating
purely with the other devotees can we transform the temple into Vaikuntha, thus
attracting Krsna's mercy. As a result the pure Vaisnavas like you and other spiritual
masters who have visited Bulgaria will want to stay more, giving us their holy associ-
ation which we need so much.

During the years since I first saw you in a public program, I see, dear Guru Maharaja,
that you are making wonders with us. You make the impossible become possible. You
transform meat-eaters into devotees with shining faces. This happens only because of
your strong desire to satisfy Srila Prabhupada and to fulfill his mission which has
become your life and soul. Not only that, you give this mission to us, the fallen condi-
tioned souls, which is again your causeless mercy.
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You give us everything, dear Guru Mahar3ja, but it depends on us if we will take advan-
tage of that mercy or if we will stay aside as useless parts of the machine. But you are even
more merciful and find a place even for such useless parts in the machine (ISKCON).

As it is said in ST Guru-vandana:

§ri guru karund sindhu, adhama janara bandhu,
lokanath lokera jivana
ha ha prabhu koro doya, deho more pada-chdya,
ebe jasa ghusuk tribhuvana

O spiritual master, ocean of mercy, and friend of the fallen souls, you are the
teacher of everyone and the life of all people. O master! Be merciful unto me,
and give me the shade of your lotus feet. MAY YOUR GLORIES NOW BE
PROCLAIMED THROUGHOUT THE THREE WORLDS.

I take shelter in to the dust of your lotus feet.
His Divine Grace Siila Suhotra Swami Maharaja ki, JAYA!

Your insignificant servant,
Rasatmika devt dasi

Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept our humble obeisances unto your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
All glories to you.

On this wonderful day of your transcendental appearance it is very difficult to find
words, with which to express our gratitude towards you.

You are so merciful that you even came here to this little village of New Ekacakra-
grama in "Broka loka" in order to show your mercy on us and make us remember the
little cowherd boy Krsna.

Every time you come here you are ready to give everything you have, like the moth-
er that wants to make everything possible for her little children in order to stop them
quarreling for their toys. Will a day come when we will have the possibility to give
something to you?
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Unfortunately we would never be able give reward to you because you give us the
most valuable thing. It is a wonder that cannot be repaid with money. You give it for
free, so that even the poorest can get it through causeless mercy.

Now there is
nothing left to do
but to pray to
always to be able
to serve you in
some way or other,
to be able to hear
your nectarean lec-
tures in the associ-
ation of the devo-
tees, to remember
your instructions,
to learn to be com-
passionate towards
all the living enti-
ties (as you show
us with  your
example), and to
try to raise our
children as devo-
tees of Krsna.

Guru Maharaja,
please give us your
blessings to culti-
vate even one little
drop of your strong
desire to satisfy
Srila Prabhupada.

Your great love
for your spiritual
master makes the impossible possible. On this very auspicious day we offer again and
again our most humble obeisances unto your lotus feet and we pray to remain always
under their shelter.

Your servants,
Ruciravatara dasa and Vaniseva devi dasi
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada,
All glories to you.

Now on this most auspicious day of your appearance I'm trying to find words to glorify
you.

Also I’m looking over my relationship with you. Indeed, there is not so much to say
so I will try to write of two realizations which impressed me most.

The first is related with a story from our farm. We have a cat which joined and is
staying among the devotees. I'm finding it very interesting and a good lesson for me.
This cat came to us alone and the devotees accepted her. By some reason or another
she was often injured by the devotees, even almost leaving her body, but still she was
remaining with the devotees no mater what happened to her. It was a good lesson for
me how in any circumstance I should always try to stay in the association of the devo-
tees. Some may say: “It’s just a cat", but I have honestly to say that sometimes I’m
learning from others more than from the devotees. Anyway, I can see that although we
are going through many difficulties we should always remain Krsna conscious.

The second realization is very fresh and very connected with my present situation. One
year ago a devotee wrote to me: “We have to see everything as related with Krsna, and to
see Krsna everywhere and in everybody.” I'm meditating on developing this internal vision
which I find very important in my spiritual life. By developing such vision I can always
remember Krsna. There is a beautiful verse from Srimad-Bhagavatam in which the jiva and
the Supersoul are compared to two very beautiful birds flying to the spiritual world.

I like these points very much and I humbly present them in my small attempt to glo-
rify you on this glorious day of your appearance. '

Thank you very much for everything Guru Maharja.

I pray to remain your humble servant,
Sankarsana dasa
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

ori ajfiana-timirandhasya
caksur unmilitarn yena
tasmai $ri-gurave namah

Dear Guru Maharaja,
My dear father,

I offer my prostrated obeisances unto you.

Long before you found me on the street, in this world of names, I was guessing, searching
at random, for an asylum, where I could open my heart, ask about its nature and inquire how
to look upon the surrounding world. Any place I looked seemed like a garbage bin, wherein
at night someone would dump his rubbish, and where others would forage during the day.

When you found
me on the street, I
would offer everyone
my naked stripped
heart, which had
become like a prosti-
tute with too many
seeds of sin thrown
in its core. The
unwanted reactions
of these seeds are
still growing in my
heart, resembling
illegitimate children.

You gave me shel-
ter even though I was
so wretched. You
gave me birth as a real
father would do. You
even gave me a name,
caring like a parent
who would be very
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concerned about his daughter, to find her love and shelter. You spoke to me about the
embrace of my real husband, about His perfect qualities, His tender feet, about His lovely
transcendental body — always fresh and carrying the fragrance of flowers. You spoke
about His lotus face with blissful smile and conquering glance, and about the sound of His
all-enchanting flute.

Despite your preceptorial care, my heart remained unchanged, still looking like a girl
with loose behavior, having no protection and attraction to Krsna as her eternal husband.

After a long time of blind guess-work in the dense and cold darkness of Kali yuga,
1 found not a heart, but a lifeless lump of wax — hard as a stone.

Dear Guru Maharaja, my dear father, on this brightest day, celebrated by all gath-
ered here, I want to beg from you who have manifested in your disciples' hearts to take
under your warm and gentle feet this lifeless heart of wax.

Please manifest your life giving force by touching my heart, and transferring to it the
heritage of loving devotion. Thus the wax can soften and shine, just as in the hands of
the inspired sculptor who is modeling the forms and colors of his daughters meant to
bring pleasure to Krsna by their service.

Desiring and hoping to celebrate your merciful appearance, your appearance and the
transformation of my heart.

Sasabindu dasa

Dear Guru Mahar3ja.

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to you!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

_ nama om vishu-padaya kr.sna-presthdya bhi-tale

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai
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At this most auspicious day I want to thank you for all your mercy although I am
able to perceive only a small part of it.

You are krpa-sindhu and patita-pavana at the same time. Your mercy is for every-
one who wants to take it. By this mercy anyone can be Krsna conscious. I can see this
in my Godbrothers, but unfortunately not in me. I understand it is only my fault. I pray
to you to be able to take this mercy for my benefit sometime. Associating with your
disciples I can see what I can attain and I am really positively amazed. It is said that
disciples are testimonial to the spiritual master. If it is true then I am very thankful to
Krsna that He inspired me to take your shelter.

Guru Mahar3dja, I like to tell others about you, your activities, and teachings very
much. Not so long ago during my visit to a new devotee's house I realized how won-
derful your presentation of Krsna consciousness is. You show different moods in Krsna
consciousness according to time, place, and circumstance. On one side you are on the
GBC, member of the Advanced Studies Ministry, and the author of some of the most
philosophical books which have ever appeared in ISKCON. Such persons can become
extremely proud and puffed up. But not you. At the same time you show that Krsna
consciousness is not only a dry philosophy.

I remember one time during the Laksmi Nrsithha Tour when you were dancing in
great ecstasy with a bucket on your head. Even Indradyumna Mahardja was amazed.

Happiness was emanating from you to all the devotees. It was a wonderful experience.
I experienced another unforgotten moment during your last Vyasa-piija day when you
expressed how deep your feeling for your disciples is. This was a very important day
in my life. Until your last Vyasa-piija I wanted only your guidance in my spiritual life,
but after what I saw and heard, I wanted to become a devotee like you. I hope by your
mercy such a day will come.

Finally I would like to thank you that I can render the most wonderful service in your
Tape Ministry and I beg you to bless me to be a better servant of you and your disciples.

Your servant,
Sevabhiruci disa
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please, accept my humble obeisances!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
All glories to your lotus feet!

First, I thank you very much for having engaged me in your devotional service. What
I offer to you during the years is a little devotional service with unlimited dirt. But you
extract the nectar from the dirt. This unlimited mercy is a feature of a pure devotee like
you. So let me repeatedly offer my respectful obeisances unto the beelike devotees who
always taste the honey of the lotus feet of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. If even a dog-
gish non-devotee somehow takes shelter of such devotees, he enjoys the aroma of the
lotus flower.

I am beginning to see how much I have bitten off. Krsna is not cheap, still you give
Him to us without any reservation because you are so merciful, just like Prahlada
Maharaja who wanted to liberate even his demoniac father. But am I able to accept it?
I read in the Srimad-Bhagavatam: “A teacher i instructs the student if the student is capa-
ble of taking more and more instructions. Otherwise, in spite of being instructed by the
teacher, the student cannot make strides in his understanding.” Yes, you are a perfect
teacher but when will I be a real student? I think, the best way to attain it is to perform
the service I got from you very seriously. If I distribute very many books for your plea-
sure and from your mercy, then that is the best offering, since it makes you happy all
the time. At least I cannot bungle it as these books are perfect. It can be bungled only
if we do not distribute them.

So please bless me. Bless me that I can distribute Srila Prabhupada’s books nicely,
and so that it becomes more important for me than my life. Bless me that I can do this
service from my heart and with deep understanding of its importance and so that this
way my full and firm faith can develop in you and Krsna. Unfortunatcly it is absent but
I don’t give up fighting.

Please, be merciful to me.

All glories to you dear Guru Maharaja.

Longing for a spark of your mercy,

Your fallen servant,
Sitalaksmi devi dasi
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Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada and your divine grace.

nama ori visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

I feel myself very low and unquali-
fied as I sit here in front of this com-
puter, trying to write something in glo-
rification of your divine grace. In one
letter you wrote me regarding preach-
ing strategies: "Krsna is free to do as
he likes... He can change the heart of
even the most fallen materialist."

Although you have written this
regarding our preaching, it is also
applicable in my case. I am very much
agitated by the waves of the material
nature, sweeping me all over this
material world — heavenly "bliss,"
hellish "suffering,” and so on.
Fortunately, this human form brought
me in front of your divine grace. As a
response to your prayers for the bene-
fit of all living entities, Krsna graced
me also, directing my steps towards
you. Hearing your prayers He decided
to offer me also a chance, although I
am one of those fallen materialists. I cannot thank you enough for all you have done for me.
My debt to you is eternal.

On this blessed day I am praying to you and Krsna that you both give me the power
to start paying this debt, by doing something wonderful in preaching the mission of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu all over Romania.

Begging to remain your humble servant,
St Caitanya dasa
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthdaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svdmin iti ndmine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhdva-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

On this day, of your divine appearance, I again offer my humble obeisances at your
lotus feet.

What kind of gift can I present to my father? What would gladden him and how can
I give him the greatest satisfaction?

For a father from this material world, the pleasure is to see his son grow up mature
and strong. To see that his son has got a job, the same as that of the father, and help
him in his business. This example could also be projected to spiritual relationships. The
only thing I could offer you is my desire to fully surrender at your lotus feet and the
attempt to assist you in the fulfillment of your mission, the mission of Srila Prabhupada
and ST Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

If I would not succeed in satisfying you, then there is no meaning to my life, use-
lessly wasted time, only eating, sleeping, defending.

I don't want to have any other desire, other than the desire to distribute Srila
Prabhupada's books. Please, Guru Maharaja, give me the strength to perform this ser-
vice my whole life.

Perhaps, I resemble the Kali worshipers who only pray, "Dehi, dehi, dehi", give me,
give me, give me (I remember this from one recent, wonderful lecture of yours). But
what could I give you more? You have such a foolish disciple, like me!

Guru Maharaja, without your mercy I am nothing!

Looking for shelter at your lotus feet,

I remain your humble servant,
Sthanu dasa

sy
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nama ot visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale

Srimate suhotra-svamin iti ndmine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidydadbhuta pravacanena vai

My dearmost Srila Gurudeva,

Please kindly accept my obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.

All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada!

What follows here is
not an attempt to imitate
the mood of Bhaktivinoda
Thakura but to show the
real state of my conscious-
ness and attitude, without
any false humility.

I am looking back on
the years I've tried to be
engaged in Krsna con-
sciousness under your
guidance, looking for
some achievement, for
something  substantial
worth offering to you. But
as one who is bumping his
head against the wall time
and time again, has noth-
ing else to face but the
wall itself, I have come to
the point of facing the
same hard, unbreakable
wall of the TRUTH.

Although I have worked madly, engaging my mind, intelligence and everything I have
to prevent it coming out, now the only offerable thing I am left with is the TRUTH. So please

Guru Mahar3ja, if you so desire, accept this offering of honesty.

Of course there is a risk of not pleasing you, for usually to hear the truth is not very pleas-
ant, but I wish to be at least once in my life honest with you. I have always tried to offer you
some flowery words of glorification, just to keep the real state of my mind hidden, forgetting
that you are in my heart and know everything. Reflecting on the poor quality of my so called
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devotional service, I am stunned, facing the fact that it is marked by hypocrisy, born of my
deeply rooted egocentric nature, for the satisfaction of which I have used all means available.
Whatever I did in the name of devotional service, I kept this very motive — how it will ben-
efit me, how it will glorify me.

Under the disguise of being your disciple, I have tried to accumulate honor, worship,
and position. I was very expert in calculating how to behave so that others could recognize
me as a special and great devotee. Just like the witch Puitana appeared in the assembly of
the devotees and made everyone think that she was Goddess Laksmi herself. Pushed by
one motive — envy of the Supreme Lord — Who was naturally the center of life for the
denizens of Vraja. In the same way you, Guru Mahargja, are the center for all of your
beloved disciples, but being envious of you, I entered into this assembly with the motive
of using my relationship with you for becoming famous myself. Thus I played the role of
a very devoted and surrendered disciple of yours. -

I remember once you tried to indicate to me to stop this theater by saying: "Just be as
you are. That’s very nice." But the show was going on and I was blinded by the reflectors,
so I took it to mean I should continue on the way I was doing and it is pleasing for you.
Now I can see what you meant: "Be as you are, do not play any role, do not pretend."

I found a wonderful quotation which exactly shows my actual attitude to you
throughout the years: "That person is the dharma-dhvaji, or hypocritically devout, who
is especially duplicitous, who has no humility and is full of pride, yet still thinks he is
fully qualified.” But because the spiritual master is the only hope, and the real hope, for
the disciple this quotation goes on to say: "By the devotee’s mercy, even such a person
can give up his pride and perform devotional activities." So just like in the fairy-tales
there is always a happy ending. This sad story has a happy ending too, because you,
Guru Maharaja, are coming out as the victorious prince, winning this war with Maya
by the strength of your endless mercy, and saving one more conditioned soul.

As the narration about Krsna liberating the bloodsucking demoness Piitana shows —
simply because she did some little service to Krsna, pretending to have some mother-
ly affection to Him, Krsna out of His kindness thought: "Here comes another mother,
so I will take that as service. Of course she is not so pure in her consciousness, so let
Me purify her." And He placed her in the spiritual world. In the same way, you, Guru
Maharaja, being an ocean of mercy, accept my pretence of devotional service as real
and thus you are constantly giving me protection, help, and personal care.

By placing me in the association of devotees you have liberated me, and are actual-
ly giving me a place in the spiritual world, for the spiritual world is where the glories
of the Supreme Lord are sung by His devotees. As Uddhava exclaimed while describ-
ing the liberation of Puitana: "Alas, where else can one find this kind of shelter!"

All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Your witch-like disciple,
SubhalaksmT devT dast
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Dear Guru Mahargja!

Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to you on this very auspicious day.

I'm so happy that you are my spiritual master.

Your service to Srila Prabhupada is so sublime and outstanding. Nobody can match
your intelligence and devotion or your excellent preaching to all kinds of people. 1
remember last Christmas when you where giving a Sunday Feast lecture in Karlstad.
After the lecture a young boy came out. He had twinkling stars in his eyes and a big
smile, looking a little intoxicated. He used to come sometimes to us so I asked him
what he thought. He was quite unable to speak, the only thing that came out, in an
ecstatic way, was: “Wow! Yeah! What a man! Wow!” A few days later he happened
to see a picture of you and spontaneously shouted: “WOW! THERE HE IS!” I remem-
ber thinking that it is amazing how a young Swedish boy can react so ecstatically and
in such bliss, it is not really something that happens often up here.

Only a divine and pure devotee like you can have this impact on people.

I hope that you will continue to write your wonderful books. I like them very much,
and the people are just dying in need of them even if they do not all realize it right now.

I also want to take the opportunity to again beg for your mercy so that I may one day
serve you as nicely as you are serving Srila Prabhupada.

Thank you for everything, I'm clinching to your lotus feet, please don't drop me.

Your servant,
Sundaranayika devi dasi
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S rila Suhotra Swami,

P lease accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet

I would like to thank you for making me

R ealize that the knowledge presented by mundane scholars

I s useless if not connected with Krsna, and should be

T reated as a means only, not as an end itself.

U ndoubtedly, your preaching is the best example of how

A devotee should utilize the

L etters, words, concepts and philosophies of the material world in service to the
Supreme Lord.

M y dear Guru Mahar3dja, your lectures

A re wonderful sources of real knowledge,

S o powerful that even

T hose who are in the darkness of ignorance can be
E nlightened and

R evived to Krsna Consciousness by your preaching.

Your servant
Surasa devi dasi
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nama o visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

Dear Guru Maharaja

Please accept my humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet on this most auspi-
cious moment of your appearance day.

Although incompetent and unqualified to glorify or serve you, I know that only by
the grace of the spiritual master can one achieve the mercy of Krsna. Therefore on
this occasion I will celebrate and glorify you as the true representative of Srila
Vyasadeva coming in the line of guru-parampara.

Your servant,
Svayam Prakash dasa

&

My dear father!

Please accept my most humble obeisances unto your lotus feet!
All glories to Stila Prabhupada
All glories to you!

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhdva-hdarine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

On this auspicious day, dear father, I would like to thank you again and again for
accepting me as your daughter. Please accept also my mental offering of millions and
millions of beautiful and fragrant flowers at your lotus feet.

I am so fallen and I cannot glorify you properly. Please forgive me for this. You have
many nice disciples who can do it better than me. Therefore I am happy when I have nice
association with my dear Godsisters and Godbrothers who are helping you to spread Lord
Caitanya's message. I hope to become also useful for you. You are such a great devotee of
Lord Krsna and I know that the shelter of your lotus feet is the best place in the universe.
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I was drowning in this dark world without any shelter and any faith, but when I met
you, I found my eternal master. Now I am your faithful dog, you can dispose of my life.
Please take it as an offering and use it in your mission.

Your humble servant,
Svetaganga devi dasi

nama o visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-harhsaya, kali-prabhava-hdrine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai
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My Dear Guru Maharaja,

I offer all my humble and respectful obeisances unto your lotus feet,
All glories to Your Divine Grace!
All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada!

I'was thinking to begin writing the letter of Vyasa-Puja in a mystical and holy place, in
your prasadam store. It is a mystical and holy place because every day lots of strange things
happen. Every day, in spite of all the ordeals, we distribute prasadam. Every day the tamo
guna grinds us down, and still every day we distribute prasadam, although nobody thought
we were going to make it. Every day we distribute prasadam, although each of us has expe-
rienced a moment of frustration, of tears and of suffering. Every day we distribute
prasadam because our life is meant to be like this and because I don’t desire another.

There isn’t for me a more beautiful image than the day you came for the first time
and you accepted with so much mercy what we cooked. The way in which you talked,
the place where you stayed, they all inspire and support me when everything gets hard.
Through you we have obtained the mercy of Lord Nityananda.

Maybe you would like me to tell you about one of the events, which I considered the
most moving.

It happened that once at one of the central stores in town, where we bring each day
quite a big quantity of sponge cakes, the lady who used to take over the goods had got
very ill. After she hadn’t come to work for a while, one of her colleagues came to me
looking very agitated. She asked for a sponge cake and told me that as soon as the sick
woman had got out of the operation room and had seen her colleague, she had babbled:
“I would like to eat a sponge cake with Turkish delight.”

This lady had been working in that store for many years and each day she had
received hundreds or maybe thousands of products. Yet, in that difficult moment, she
remembered the spiritual taste.

The woman from the story doesn’t know you, and still, through your mercy, she
stepped on the path of devotional service. This is the power of prasadam, and that’s
why T am happy even when I think I am not. This silent and constant happiness is my
fortune, it is what you have given to me. This bliss, to remember your lotus feet, makes
me hope, although there isn’t any hope left.

Each moring I know how hard it is, and sometimes it happens to be even harder than this:
each evening I know how easy it has been, because I want to do this for you. I am here to
serve you and to distribute prasadam every day and I don’t desire anything else in my life.

All glory to you, my dearest Guru Maharaja.

HARE KRSNA!

Your humble servant,
Syamala dasi
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances.

nama o visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-harhsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

All glories to Your Divine Grace!

I'm writing this during our wonderful preaching tour near the polar circle.
Distributing books, managing, training our nama-hatta here, having harinama, lectur-
ing in programs and soon again in colleges. What more can one expect? There is such
a possibility Your Divine Grace has given to me to go fast, back to Godhead.

If it's troublesome, one should do it as a duty to you, but as like this, the taste from these
activities is so high that it is just a pleasure. Thank you for this wonderful possibility to try
to become a preacher and taste this wonderful rasa in Lord Caitanya's movement.

Besides that, one has a possibility to
have the most valuable thing in the whole
universe; a trusting relationship with such
a spiritual master as Your Divine Grace.
Even to meet only sometimes the sweet
taste of that rasa is keeping me alive. I
could have gone away with so many good
material reasons: good material position,
mayadevis, etc., but I can't do those things
because of that strong rasa towards Your
Divine Grace. And automatically one
becomes bound with so many duties
towards many living entities who are tak-
ing shelter from us.

Dear Guru Mahar3ja, please let me con-
tinue with these wonderful duties you
have allowed to me, and please don’t let
me become a pretender or proud, but a
faithful preacher at your lotus feet.

Your humble servant,
Tattvavada dasa
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja.

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada, and your service to Him.

Let me offer my humble obeisances on your appearance day to you, who are giving
your mercy to the conditioned souls.

We are only tiny souls in the pressing hand of the material energy. Without any
chance of release we are wandering hopelessly, dreaming about real happiness, franti-
cally, through thousands of meaningless lifetimes. What is the purpose of life? Why are
we here? Are we just standing on the stage, playing our part and leaving? Is this all?
Or maybe there is some lasting value somewhere?

How merciful the Supreme Lord Krsna is! By His mercy, somehow, we could come
to the path of devotional service. Even more merciful are you, who, by your compas-
sion, directs us back home, back to Godhead. Although you are situated already at the
lotus feet of Lord Krsna (nama om visnu-padaya) still you sacrifice so much endeavor
and work to save such tiny criminals as us. How unlimited you mercy is! How unlim-
ited is this process, which is leading us to Krsna!

By your mercy, once a light could appear in our dark heads (om ajiana
timirandhasya). Once, we might understand that we are spirit souls, and this material
world is not our real home. Once, Krsna will be the subject of all our attraction, and
love. Once, the doubts will have an end.

As you wrote to me once: "The superior taste of accepting the lotus feet of Lord
Krsna, is something the mind can never reject.”

When we will be so fortunate to get this infinite taste, then we will be surprised at
how this material world could have ever attracted us.

krsna se tomdra, krsna dite paro
tomara Sakati ache
ami to kangala, 'krsna' krsna' boli'
dhai tava pdche pache

You have Krsna, and the wonderful treasure of your love for Him. We, who are so
unqualified, can get it only by your mercy. Only by trying to serve, even clumsily, but
sincerely, a pure Vaisnava, can we receive so much mercy.

What can hold back us from this endless nectar ocean? Only our false identification,
when we identify ourselves with our body, and mind and their foolish desires. As you
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once wrote to me: "If you relate to much to the body or mind, that is also crazy. You
are different from the body and mind. And when you serve Krsna, you act as your real
self. Therefore you feel satisfied. When you try to act as the mind or body you are ever
dissatisfied, because it is unnatural."

Naturally, the formula is simple, as
long as we serve Krsna our life is
happy and simple, because we act in
our natural state, but when we forget
this, and we try to satisfy the senses
and mind, then life becomes struggle
and suffering only, because it is simply
impossible.

In this material world, every
materialist desires to achieve happi-
ness and diminish his distress, and
therefore he acts accordingly.
Actually, however, one is happy as
long as one does not endeavor for
happiness; as soon as one begins his
activities for happiness, his condi-
tions of distress begin.

(Srimad Bhagavatam 7.7.42)

In spite of achieving the power to
control in all directions and in spite of enjoying all types of dear sense gratifica-
tion as much as possible, Hiranyakasipu was dissatisfied because instead of con-
trolling his senses he remained their servant.
(Srimad Bhagavatam 7.4.19)

The Vaisnava philosophy therefore directs us to stop trying to serve our own
pleasure and serve the pleasure of the Supreme Lord. As we Iearn to satisfy Him,
the Lord lovingly lift us up to our rightful transcendental position.

(Transcendental Personalism page 12)

How can we get out from this net of craziness? Only by your help. You who are the
most merciful to us, who gives us direction and gives us knowledge. By your mercy,
only to reciprocate your love to Him, Krsna agrees to accept our awkward attempts as
devotional service. By your kind nature, and love you make us the slave of you lotus-
feet, and drag us back to Krsna.

Guru Maharaja, you simply save us.

Our whole lifetime is not enough to repay you. How to repay you for lifting us up
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from the dirt of useless sense gratification, and placing us in the endless nectar of the
Lord's service?

Gratitude means to serve the one who has saved us. Even better is if we can get to
the stage where we can help you in your service.

Dear Guru Maharaja, please bless me to become your sincere servant. The process
of Krsna consciousness is simple, still I often stop short, and get terrified. I often
become frightened by the deformed ghosts of my fallen nature.

Why is this material world still attracting me so much? The sense gratification which I
have long known as being useless still seduces me, whispering its promises into my ears.
Maya knows perfectly my decaying dirty heart. She knows exactly how to influence me.

What a fallen state!

I faint, and become dizzy by even a click of Maya-devi without knowing where to
keep, or where is the way out.

Krsna is the way out, but I forget Him, and you also, dear Guru Maharija.

How easily the tiny living entity can became covered by illusion!

The only thing I could understand about the process of Krsna consciousness so far,
is that one should always go forward, whatever happens. Sometimes it is hard, and in
those times I think: "I owe this to Guru Maharaja." But that is a very low position. 1
really pray for the day, when rather than waste so much energy on these fights and
struggles, I can show my gratitude by helping you in your wonderful mission with full
energy, concentration, and determination.

Guru Maharaja, please give me your mercy so that I can grow up finally, and become
a useful assistant to you.

All glories to your appearance!

All glories to you!

Your servant,
Vaikunthe$vari devi dasT

Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
Your tolerance and kindness always struck me. Even today, on your appearance day,
when an ordinary man would only focus on his own pleasure, you take part in this cel-



Sri Vyasa Puja 1998 157
~— e B DI\ S e

ebration because it is beneficial for your disciples. Although you are the center of all of
our activities today, you literally let us push you to the edge of the room, and give us a
free hand to lead the program. In the combination of excitement and inexpertise, we may
even neglect your personal comfort. Perhaps you feel tired, maybe the flower garlands
piling around your neck are pressing your shoulders, could it even be that you'd like to
do something else today if you had a choice?

The higher principle of fulfilling
your duty to Krsna overrides all your
personal desires. For you, today is just
another day of favoring us by the
opportunity to render service to our
spiritual master. Serpentine, balloons,
and some extra garlands from our side
don't change the fact that by accepting
our service you are helping us more
than we can appreciate or understand.
Therefore 1 would like to see today as
“Your Day" - the day we come forward
to care for your personality and person-
al needs. Tomorrow when we separate
again, we could carry on the art of lov-
ing and caring for your mission.

To learn to live in the material world
without getting affected by it is also an
important way of helping your mission-
ary work. As long as we remain spiritually passive under the influence of the three
modes of nature, you have to spend a lot of time to straighten out the strings of the gunas
that are complicating our lives. To prevent us from suffocating, you accept a role of a
doctor to relieve our stomach-ache. You regulate our daily routines of eating, sleeping,
mating, and defending. As a marriage counselor you first match and then sort out the
broken hearts and bones. For unmarried girls you remain the father figure or an idol.
You soothe our minds as a psychiatrist and you give us advice how to save or spend
money. As a peacemaker you encourage us to put down the sword and live together in
harmony. The knowledge required to solve all these practical situations of life is avail-
able through your lectures and writings, as well as in Srila Prabhupada's books. But
because we don't grasp the Lord's mercy you must repeatedly involve yourself in these
activities that are not traditional to a sannyast or a guru.

Although you are fulfilling your part in our relationship more than precisely, we
remain incompetent on our side. It is the feature of Kali-yuga that people are mandah
sumanda-matayo, but this is not an excuse for us to remain irresponsible.
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Responsibility in spiritual life means we put in practice what we have heard from you.
If our hearing won't activate the soul to please the Lord, it hasn't been sincere. One who
knows he is nityera krsna dasa is never hopeless or helpless.

I use today to meditate on how much austerity you go through for our sake and how
I can personally relieve your burden. Our behavior has an immediate and direct effect
on your life. By acting properly we give you a chance to perform your actual goswami
duties ever better. By not taking for granted your tolerance and kindness, every day will
become "Your Day". Putting aside our thirst for attention and distinction, let us con-
centrate on assisting you, your service and mission.

Your servant,
Vairagya-laksmi devi dasi

namas te guru-harmsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

It always happens to me that I write my offering at the last moment. The reason is
that I do not have the proper inspiration and that I am not able to find suitable words
to glorify you. On Vyasa Paja day it is very significant to find the most wonderful
words to express my gratitude towards you. You know I am ‘nothing’.

I remember one year ago I was in India and I was happy to walk with you on the path
to gurukula in Sridhama Mayapur. Then I asked you how one can know if one is mak-
ing progress in Krsna consciousness. You told me that a devotee should always think
of Krsna and never forget Him. From that day on I am always trying to remember your
words and to struggle with the tricks of my mind which divert me from that simple and
sublime instruction. ‘
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By your causeless mercy only, you
also give me the chance to somehow par-
ticipate in the sankirtana mission of Lord
Caitanya and to help the mission of Stila
Prabhupada by prasadam distribution. It
is said that the iron put in the fire attains
the qualities of the fire. So please dear
Gurudeva, keep me in the fire of your
mission, serving you with firm faith and
dedication in the same way you serve
your spiritual master, His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

Every day I pray to you to engage me
in pure devotional service to $r1 Krsna
and to give me strength to help you in
your mission.

Your insignificant servant,
Vasuman dasa

Dear Guru Maharaja!

Please accept my respectful obeisances at your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada and your divine grace!

nama o visnu-paddya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhdava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

On this most auspicious day of your appearance into this world I would like to
express my gratitude for everything you are doing for me.
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The relationship between the spiritual master and the disciple is completely different
from the relationship of a teacher and student in the material world. Education today
means only knowledge for §tidras (such as technology, art, and music). It is meant only
for the increase of sense gratification. The teacher teaches the student just so that he can
earn his livelihood, and the student learns just for getting a degree that will bring him
some sense gratification in the future. But the relationship between the spiritual master
and disciple is based on love and service. The disciple serves the spiritual master as a
menial servant and tries to satisfy the spiritual master by his humble attitude.

In reciprocation, when the spiritual
master is satisfied with such a disciple,
he enlightens him with transcendental
knowledge. This knowledge is very
valuable because it can solve all the
problems of one's life.

Dear Guru Mahar3ja, I just pray that
I can somehow satisfy you. Due to your
mercy I can understand at least a little
bit of the science of Krsna conscious-
ness. Whenever I have a little time I try
to listen to your wonderful lectures, in
which you give us this pure transcen-
dental knowledge.

In Srimad-Bhagavatam there is one
verse which says that a pure devotee has
the power to convert even the most fall-
en persons into the devotees of the Lord.

In an initiation lecture here in Prague
this year, you said that the first initia-
tion means that a person accepts the spiritual master, the representative of Krishna.
Then the spiritual master is watching to see if the disciple keeps the vows he made on
the day of first initiation. If he does, then there is second initiation, when the spiritual
master fully accepts that person as his disciple. By this second initiation the spiritual
master gives the disciple a chance to approach the Deity and perform pija. Such a dis-
ciple has a full range of possibilities in devotional service.

Srila Prabhupada has explained that second initiation means that the disciple is qual-
ified to receive Vedic knowledge from the spiritual master.

Dear Guru Maharaja, thank you very much for giving me this chance.

Your eternal servant,
Vidyagati dasa
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my respectful obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

I was fallen in the ocean of sorrow and you gave me a chance to catch this rope
called devotional service.

This cosmic manifestation made of three material qualities is just like a prison house
for the conditioned souls. Everyone has to struggle very hard to escape from the mate-
rial bondage, and according to their different conditions of life they have been given
different types of engagements. You gave me special mercy to allow me to execute
pious activities, mercifully inspiring me to do so. Therefore without taking shelter at
your lotus feet I cannot surpass the influence of material energy. In this way I am con-
nected in the parampara system which is meant for helping the conditioned souls to
understand Lord Krsna, the ultimate shelter.

Dear Guru Maharaja, when by your mercy I am able to purify my mind, senses and
intelligence by engaging myself in devotional service to you, my mind becomes my
friend. Otherwise my mind is always my enemy. When the mind is engaged in devo-
tional service of you Guru Mahar3aja it becomes my intimate friend because it is engaged
in thoughts of you. I immediately feel the great satisfaction for which I have been han-
kering life after life. When my mind is thus fixed on the lotus feet of your personality,
I needn’t take to any kind of inferior worship or inferior processes of self-realization.

My dear Guru Mahargja, I wish that my mind may always be fixed somehow or other
on your lotus feet, or at least for sometime.

Your eternal servant,
Vidya-vacaspati dasa
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Dear Guru Maharaja.

Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada and your divine mission in his service.

The great sage Yajfiavalkya once said: “The vow of brahmacarya is meant to help
one completely abstain from sex indulgence in work, words, and mind; at all times,
under all circumstances, and in all places.”

Similarly, I understand that a person in pure Krsna consciousness is completely
absorbed in Krsna in work, words, and mind; at all times, under all circumstances, and
in all places. I can see that you are a perfect example of such a person.

Whatever you do or say is connected with Krsna. You are a perfect follower and rep-
resentative of your spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada, in whom you put so much faith
and love. He is the one for whom you work so hard, trying to establish the sankirtana
movement of Lord Srf Caitanya Mahaprabhu in this dark age of Kali.

Struggling with deviations, opposition, and attacks from inside and outside ISKCON
you always stick firmly to the teachings and examples handed down by Srila
Prabhupada. In this way you show all of us what the real disciple is like. For me it is
amusing, and at the same time it inspires me very much, to push myself to become
more Krsna conscious so that I can be really useful in assisting you in your mission and
to serve you more and more with more love and devotion.

I depend only on you, and I have no other shelter than your lotus feet. On this all aus-
picious day of your Vyasa-piija I submit myself to you and hope that I will be worthy
to call myself your disciple.

Trying to be your servant,
Vipula dasa
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-hdarine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidydadbhuta pravacanena vai

Please accept my respectful obeisances at your lotus feet.
All glories to you and all glories to Stila Prabhupada.

Guru Mahar3ja, this year I experienced in the Romanian army so many things that
are unfavorable for the body and mind. By your mercy, I realized on one side how mis-
erable this material world is, and on the other side what is the association of devotees.
Yes, because it is the opinion of Ramananda Raya that there is no greater suffering than
separation from devotees.

Also this year, which is very special for my spiritual life, you gave me the opportu-
nity to engage more firmly in the service of Sri $17 Gaura Nitai. StT Prahlada Mahar3ja
says in §r1’mad—th“zgavatam (7.7.52) that without sincere devotional service, every-
thing is just a show. I desire that my life does not become a show, and I want that it be
dedicated to the mission of Lord Caitanya. This year I trained myself in both physical
and psychical work. I know that by your mercy I will be able to direct it correctly
towards my mission from now on.

yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado
yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto'pi
dhyayan stuvams tasya yasas tri-sandhyari
vande guroh Sri-carandravindam

By the mercy of the spiritual master one receives the benediction of Krsna. Without
the grace of the spiritual master, one cannot make any advancement. Therefore, 1
should always remember and praise the spiritual master. At least three times a day 1
should offer my respectful obeisances unto the Iotus feet of my spiritual master.

Guru Mahardja, please forgive all my offences. I hope to be able to serve you better
in any place, in any circumstance, forever.

Your eternal servant,
Visnu-rahasya dasa




144 Sl Vyasa Puja 1998

My dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthiya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-harhsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupdda-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

My dear Guru Mahardja the last three years have been very significant in my life.

I was completely hopeless on the path of devotional service, always disappointing
my authorities and drifting on the mental platform. But you kindly appeared and
accepted me as your personal servant, giving me your constant divine supervision. I
was completely without any ability to be your servant. I didn't even know English and
this often caused many misunderstandings in my attempt to serve you. But you were as
a father, very mellow, tolerating my slow rise to normality.

At the beginning seeing my abnormal
behavior you called me ZOMBIE, and
when we came to Poland after few month
of traveling, you jokingly said to my tem-
ple president: "Now he is normal",

Only your magnanimous association
makes me rise to a higher consciousness.

After some time of being with you I
realized that my spiritual life is really
beginning.

Brahmacari-gurukule — this is the
beginning. Prabhupada says that a
brahmacari should live in the a§rama
of the guru. By your causeless mercy
I'm in the @§rama in your transcenden-
tal van, serving you, my dear spiritual master, as your menial servant.

Dear Guru Mahardja, by your kindliness I could obtain the privilege to serve you
personally. As Prahlada Maharaja says, guru-sasrisaya, this is the process.

The words guru-sisrisaya mean that one should personally serve the spiritu-
al master by giving him bodily comforts, helping him in bathing, dressing, sleep-
ing, eating and so on. This is called guru-sisriisanam. A disciple should serve
the spiritual master as a menial servant, and whatever he has in his possession
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should be dedicated to the spiritual master. pranair arthair dhiya vaca. Everyone
has his life, his wealth, his intelligence and his words, and all of them should be
offered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead through the via medium of the
spiritual master. Everything should be offered to the spiritual master as a matter
of duty, but the offering should be made to the spiritual master with heart and
soul, not artificially to gain material prestige. This offering is called arpana.
Moreover, one should live among devotees, saintly persons, to learn the etiquette
and proper behavior of devotional service. Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura
remarks in this connection that whatever is offered to the spiritual master should
be offered with love and affection, not for material adoration.
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.7.30-31 Purport)

O my Divine Master, just to follow our beloved Prabhupada, I cannot find more respec-
tive words to glorify you (Science of Self Realization, Chapter Two, Choosing a Spiritual
Master).

When we meditate on the transcendental pastimes of the Absolute Godhead,
we are proud to feel that we are His eternal servitors, and we become jubilant and
dance with joy. All glory to my divine master, for it is he who has out of his
unceasing flow of mercy stirred up within us such a movement of eternal exis-
tence. Let us bow down at his lotus feet.

Gentlemen, had he not appeared before us to deliver us from the thralldom of
this gross worldly delusion, surely we should have remained for lives and ages
in the darkness of helpless captivity. Had he not appeared before us, we would
not have been able to understand the eternal truth of the sublime teaching of Lord
Caitanya. Had he not appeared before us, we could not have been able to know
the significance of the first §loka of the Brahma-sambhita:

isvarah paramah krsnah
sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah
anadir adir govindah
sarva-karana-karanam

“Krsna, who is known as Govinda, is the Supreme Godhead. He has an eternal,
blissful, spiritual body. He is the origin of all. He has no other origin, and He is the
prime cause of all causes.”

Personally, I have no hope for any direct service for the coming crores of births
of the sojourn of my life, but I am confident that some day or other I shall be deliv-
ered from this mire of delusion in which I am at present so deeply sunk. Therefore
let me with all my earnestness pray at the lotus feet of my divine master to allow
me to suffer the lot for which I am destined due to my past misdoings, but to let me
have this power of recollection: that I am nothing but a tiny servant of the Almighty
Absolute Godhead, realized through the unflinching mercy of my divine master.
Let me therefore bow down at his lotus feet with all the humility at my command.

I pray again and again to remain your menial servant,
Visvahetu dasa
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Dear Guru Mahardja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada!
All glories to you!

One year has passed, I remember sitting last year also, behind a piece of paper, think-
ing of what to write in honor of Your Divine Grace. There is nothing other than good
and beautiful words to write about you, but that is not so easy with my dull mind.

“One who is not envious but is a kind friend to all living entities, who does not
think himself a proprietor and is free from false ego, who is equal in both happi-
ness and distress, who is tolerant, always satisfied, self-controlled, and engaged
in devotional service with determination, his mind and intelligence fixed on Me
— such a devotee of Mine is very dear to Me.”

(Bhagavad-guta 12.13-14)

I get the feeling that this verse is written
for you, dear Gurudeva. Every subject that
is written in this verse talks about your
divine grace. ‘One who is not envious’:
last year at the Vyasa-piija, you said that
you are always happy to see your disciples
advancing in Krsna consciousness and that
you see yourself as the most fallen. “Who
is a kind friend to all’: Gurudeva, you
always make time for your disciples, other
devotees, and friends of Krsna. Why? You
help us get on the path that leads back to
Godhead. This is the action of a friend, you
are always ready to help others in easy or
difficult situations, you are our shield
against the attacks of illusion.

Dear Guru Maharaja, with all humility and tolerance, you are kindly guiding us and
leading us back home. So patiently, you are looking for the slow progress of your stum-
bling children, like a cowherd boy looks for his cows. You look after your disciples and
every evening you count if they are all still there. You are constantly offering help and
encouragement to us fallen souls. Although it is our own fault that we are born in this
world, still you are there to bring us back home. Although we don’t deserve it, still you
let us serve you. Although you are giving us the most valuable gift, the holy name, still
we are running like madmen after the so-called pleasures of material life.

It is very comforting to feel your concern for us all. It makes us happy, but it also
gives us pain, because you have taken upon yourself this most thankless and burden-
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some task of always correcting and being responsible for someone as undeserving as
me. Out of pure compassion you are carrying this burden, still we hold back so much
and constantly give ourselves to countless material desires.

On this auspicious day we have so little to offer you, only a small prayer that we may
one day develop real love, dedication, and surrender to you.

Dear Gurudeva, thank you for always being there for me. Please keep me always near
your lotus feet.

Your servant,
Vrndaranya Priya dasa

Please accept my most respectful obeisances!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Dear Guru Maharéja,

I hoped that this year I could have accomplished something that could have pleased
you, but I'm afraid this year has also passed away without anything special happening
from my side.

But due to my deeply rooted material desires, I shall be grateful just for the fact that
I'm still within the society of devotees.

And that is all because of your mercy!

When everything looks dark, and my mind and senses are driving me crazy, I start listen-
ing to one of your lectures or bhajanas and immediately the black clouds are driven away!

Thank you so much Guru Maharaja for accepting me as your disciple. Still I'm just
like a helpless, ignorant child who can't stand on its own feet, but one day I may be able
to stand up and walk alone and do some valuable service to you.

Your greatness and extraordinary tolerance is really shown when you accept a fallen
soul as me as your disciple.

I beg for the day when I will be able to please you, that will be perfection of life!

Your insignificant servant,
Vyomadhara dasa
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Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my respectful obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to you, Guru Maharéja.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

nama or visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale

namas te guru-hamsdya, kali-prabhdva-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Guru Maharaja, you are my eternal spiritual father

Whose knowledge is greater than the shining sun

This sunshine brightens the simple man's heart

Who searches for knowledge from people like you, Guru Maharaja

By your mercy I have come to this knowledge

And I want to pass it to others

So that others can follow it as well

And fall in love with Krsna, just like you Guru Maharaja

Your mercy brought your Spiritual Love into my heart
By singing the Vaisnpava songs you give love to Lord Madhava,
You give the love to Lord Hari Who is beautiful and merciful

Your devotional service is great

Lord Krsna's love is in it

I learn from you how to give this love to everyone
And every day

I remember your instructions very well

I was looking for this knowledge for many years
And you have given it to me

Like a lotus flower

You have made me change and love devotees
More than my life and I want to serve them
You showed me how to serve devotees
Every day

Thank you very much for your mercy, I want to learn more from you
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Guru Maharaja, please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

Your humble servant,
Bhakta Andrzej

L

nama om visnu-paddya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale

Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-harmsaya, kali-prabhdva-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Mahargja,
Please accept my respect-
ful obeisances at your
lotus feet.

Guru Maharaja, I don't
know if on this very aus-
picious day it is good to
beg for forgiveness at
your lotus feet for my
mistakes and offences.
Please help me and for-
give me Guru Mahar3ja, I
am so covered by the
material world, maya.
You know what is best
for me, so please help me.

All glories to you Guru
Maharaja

Hare Krsna.

Your most fallen and
tamasic servant,

Bhaktin Ani




150 Sr1 Vyasa Puja 1998
~— RIS e

All glories to $ri $17 Guru & Gauranga!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

Dear Guru Maharaja!

Please accept my respectful obeisances onto the dust of your lotus feet.

You are the eternal cowherd boy who, on the request of Sri Krsna, is manifesting his
own pastimes on this planet. By this arrangement the lord of Kali-yuga — Kali personi-
fied — loses his power. The darkness of ignorance is dispelled by your preaching of Srila
Prabhupada's teachings.

Millions of fallen conditioned souls now have the opportunity to gain the most valu-
able treasure — pure love for $11 Krsna. Among them I am undoubtedly the most fallen
and unhappy. Because of these qualities I strongly hope to receive your mercy. Please,
do not reject me! If you do not help me who else can?

Aspiring to be your eternal servant,
Bhakta Arek from Wroclaw

My dear Guru Mahargja.
Please accept my humble obeisances.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale

P ST DY S

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupédda-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Because you allow me to worship you, I am very obliged to you. As you said in a
lecture, a conditioned soul needs guru for his deliverance from entanglement in the
three modes of material nature and his return to Krsna. Srila Prabhupada writes that
acceptance of a bona fide spiritual master is necessary for those who want return to
Godhead. _ ‘

I had the mercy that in the association of devotees I developed that desire. Srila
Narottama dasa Thakura sings that only the lotus feet of the bona fide spiritual master
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can extend pure devotional service. The spiritual master destroys ignorance and only he
can give pure love of Krsna. Your purports on Prabhupada books are so strong, that they
destroy my ignorance of the existence of something more than sense gratification. Never
was I able to imagine how merciful the spiritual master is, even for the tiny endeavor of
his disciples and other conditioned living beings to satisfy him and his servants.

From my darsana with you in Prague, I have obtained your huge mercy and I have
realized it. Because you manifest mercy to me, I feel very obliged to you. I will endeav-
or to satisfy you by fulfilling your instructions and serving you and serving your servants.

Prema-bhakti yaha hoite, by your mercy you can give pure love of Krsna to your
disciples. I hope also that I will be able to get at least a little love of Krsna, by making
service to you and your servants. »

Hare Krsna.

Your eternal servant,
Bhakta Denis

Dear Srila Suhotra Swami,

Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
All glories to Your Divine Grace.

On this wonderful day of your Vyasa-piija I want to thank you for being so merciful
as to give shelter at your lotus feet to such a fallen and conditioned from material nature
living being like me. I’'m lower even than Karaka and Chandra, the dogs in our farm,
but nevertheless you engage me in your service. Because you are very dear to
Krsna,your heart is full with love and compassion for the fallen conditioned souls, parts
of Krsna. You are so far from me with your erudition, knowledge in spiritual science,
and surrender to Srila Prabhupada and Krsna, but by your causeless mercy this distance
becomes short and I feel that you are near to me, careful and wholly surrendered.

Now I’m at the very beginning of my spiritual life, that is why I ask you to give me
the blessings to quickly give up all my bad habits and to become fixed in the devotional
service that you gave me. I hope one day to become your worthy disciple.

I offer thousands of times my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet and I beg to
serve you life after life.
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Your eternal servant,
Bhakta Georgi

Dear Srila Suhotra Swami,

Please accept my humble obeisances,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

I 'am not a great writer and my English is far from perfect but please allow me to
offer you the following lines for your appearance day.

Through your acceptance
struggle for spiritual survival
became a road

back to Godhead.

By your acceptance
isolation changed
into friendship

By your acceptance
a life without a goal
found its roots
confirmed again

Although I am not worthy
of your trust

I'm trying to live

up to it

for, what I would be
without it?

Your servant,
Bhaktin Heidi
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Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please, accept my most humble respects.

I'd like to express my most sincere thanks for the mercy you granted me, but what
could I give in return for your causeless mercy? Even if I put everything I have at your
lotus feet I could not give back to you even a tiny part of the transcendental riches I
gain by your will.

The will of the fortunate fate made me run into you and when I heard you chanting
the holy name my life changed dramatically. Without your mercy I would still be
drowning in the swamp of ignorance. For real, even a single moment of communica-
tion with a pure devotee of the Lord brings irreplaceable gifts.

I beg for your blessing to spread constantly the glory of the holy name. Let the mis-
sion of Lord Caitanya become my mission. The distribution of the books of Srila
Prabhupada is the highest form of welfare and my sincere wish is to dedicate my life
to this mission. Again and again I pay my most humble respects.

Your undeserving servant,

Bhaktin Ivelina
; 3

nama ot visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hawmsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble and respectful obeisances onto your lotus feet.
All glories to you on this special day of your appearance.

Guru Maharaja it is wonderful that although I am the most fallen person, without any
good qualities and any attraction to Krsna, I have obtained so much mercy from the
Lord and the Vaisnavas.

I do not know if I will ever be able to repay them and satisfy them through my ser-
vice. Lord Krsna has made my present life very auspicious and fortunate in two ways.
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I have met the devotees of Krsna and I am trying to render devotional service to Him.
I have also met your person and you mercifully accepted me as your aspiring servant.
I think that nothing better could ever happen to me. I pray to the Lord that I never lose
the shelter of your lotus feet and never forget your instructions. I would like to always
remember that Krsna has mercifully appeared in my life as your person, to show me
the real goal of life, which I had forgotten. Now I feel safe because I know that there
are at least two persons who are taking care for me in my spiritual life, my way back
to Godhead. Lord Krsna in the heart and you as my eternal guardian.

Guru Maharaja you are my real father, a father who is in root I have never had
before. At the same time I am aware that I am not qualified to be your daughter yet, but
I believe that having accepted your shelter I will overcome my weakness and all the
distractions to the attraction to the Lord and His holy name. I would like to be able to
avail myself of the opportunity given to me by Krsna, purify myself, engage in this
devotional service, and in that way fulfill the purpose of human life.

I hope Guru Maharaja, that one day you will be pleased with me.

Your aspiring servant,
Kasia Kowalska

Dear Guru Maharaja,

nama orh visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

I"d like to thank you that you have appeared in this world, because of your special mercy
for the suffering. Because of your unlimited compassion, you are always working to see oth-
ers progress. I'd like to help you and became useful for this purpose , or any other thing you
want me to do. Whenever I meet with you or I listen to your lectures, or look at your picture,
my stupid problems become insignificant. I think deeply into myself for a moment, and I
know that I don't have any other business, than to do everything for your satisfaction. I pray
for this hard pride in my heart to break down, and to be able to do everything you ask me.
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You have unlimited knowledge of Krsna, and in your lectures you show what is
beyond the illusion-curtain. We are far from Krsna, and drowning in the dirty marsh of
false attachment.

My eyes, ears, and heart are full of the mud of material desires, and you, who stay
above all this, stretch your hand down to save us. How could I understand this com-
passion? I am very grateful to have you as my spiritual master.

Jjano ’budho ’yar nija-karma-bandhanah
sukhecchayd karma samihate 'sukham
yat-sevaya tam vidhunoty asan-matim

granthim sa bhindyad dhrdayam sa no guruh

In hopes of becoming happy in this material world, the foolish conditioned
soul performs fruitive activities that result only in suffering. But by rendering
service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one becomes free from such
false desires for happiness. May my supreme spiritual master cut the knot of false
desires from the core of my heart.

(Srimad Bhagavatam 8.24.47)

I pray on this auspicious day that I can follow you in all circumstances, and never
cause any pain because of my stupidity.

tomdra sakala, ami matra dasa,
amdra taribe tumi

tomara carana, korinu barana,
dasmara nahi to'ami

Everything is yours. I am merely a servant, certainly you will deliver me. I
have chosen your lotus-feet as my only shelter and I no longer belong to myself.
(Saramigati, Goptrtve-varana 1.5.)

Your servant,
Bhaktin Krisztina
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Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

I am so happy on this special day of your appearance. Thank you for the mercy that
you show to me. You are so full of mercy and compassion to such fallen, conditioned
souls as myself in allowing me to approach you and accept the shelter of your lotus
feet, even though I do not deserve it. It is a great honor for me to take part in your
Vyasa-piija ceremony and to glorify you, together with my wonderful Godbrothers and
Godsisters. You are a unique person, so dear to Lord Krsna. About such people Lord
Krsna speaks in Bhagavad-gita:

manusyanam sahasresu

kascid yatati siddhaye

yatatam api siddhanarm
kascin mam vetti tattvatah

Out of many thousands among men, one may endeavor for perfection, and of
those who have achieved perfection, hardly one knows Me in truth.
(Bhagavad-gita 7.3)

Guru Maharaja, you have
saved my life, giving me the
devotional service at your lotus
feet and showing me the only
real way - Krsna conscious-
ness. Without your mercy, I
would not realize that I live in
ignorance and I waste the valu-
able time given me by Krsna in
the form of birth in this human
form of life. Guru Maharaja.
Now I understand that practic-
ing spiritual life is the only way
to live like a human.

Guru Maharaja, thank you
for opening my eyes and giving
me the chance to go back to our
real home.

I humbly hope that you let me
become your servant,
Bhaktin Malgorzata
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Dear Guru Maharaja.

Please accept my respectul obeisances unto your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
All glories to you.

In the unlimited number of my previous lives I had an unlimited number of different
fathers. I am sure most of them cared about me and tried to protect me. But, is anybody
able to save me from inevitable death? Only you, a pure devotee of God, can do this.

You are the one who has the knowledge of the actual position of living beings and
thus you make us come to eternal life. I accept you as my eternal father because you
have opened my eyes, and though I will never be able to understand even a bit of your
greatness, I know that without your mercy I am unable to act reasonably.’

Your mercy and kindness protect me and give me a sense of security. It is only due
to my ignorance that I thought I had been the enjoyer. Without you I would not be able
to do any good in my life. When I think about it I feel ashamed and helpless like a child.
I do not know how I could repay my debt to you. Actually, I find nothing I could use
to repay you for your mercy, this only enhances my shame more and more.

I am not able to appreciate your kindness. I have no good qualities, yet by some mir-
acle I met you, and that was my good luck. I had a chance to touch your lotus feet, now
I pray that I never lose the sight of them. My life depends on you. I can breathe only
because you allow me to. Please, forgive me all my offences.

Your servant,
Bhakta Marek

L 4

nama o visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhdva-harine
prabhupada-$iksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

om ajiiana-timirandhasya
caksur unmilitam yena
tasmai $ri-gurave namah
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Dear Guru Mahiraja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Every year I am confronted with the same problem the difficulty of writing the
Vyasa-piija letter. Especially today was one of those days. In the evening everything
was okay, but in the morning I woke up depressed, in the mode of ignorance. To have
a little inspiration I associated with the devotees that were writing their Vyasa-ptja let-
ters and with a bhajana of Srila Prabhupada. I started to wait.

I like the tapes with Srila Prabhupada. They make me remember that two years ago
in my prayers to Srila Prabhupada, I implored him to help me understand him and to
follow him and his disciples. Also I was reading from his books, but for me he was like
a legend, something cold, lost in time immemorial. I knew that he was your spiritual
master, so this distance annoyed me very much.

One day I woke up in a beautiful temple with two floors, a large courtyard and many
devotees. It was a holy day, and everybody was waiting for the visit of a great swami.
Who was this swami? Srila Prabhupada!

In a moment full of emotions and glorifications, Srila Prabhupada entered our
Timisoara temple. He was a person, not tall, with a thin body, but very imposing. His
bodily hue was golden-brown. In his left hand he had a danda, and in his right hand a
cane. He entered, sat down, and I arranged for him a pillow at the back. He thanked me
with a smile. It was such a sweet smile that I felt I was melting. After that he gave a
short speech and then he wanted to get out. He stopped near me and he asked me: “Can
I lean on you?” I accepted. He gave me his danda, and putting his hand on my left
shoulder we went out. I was very moved.

Outside the devotees were very agitated, cleaning huge quantities of bhoga for
prasadam. Srila Prabhupada was very happy and he said: "It is a wonderful place here."
After some time we came back to the temple room, he sat down on a chair, and I wanted
to tell him something that will make him happy. I wanted to tell him: "I have as spiritual
master Suhotra Swami, your disciple.” But I couldn't speak it out because of emotion.

From somewhere I could hear a continuous sound that became more and more pow-
erful. It was the alarm clock, Krsna! It was just a dream. I woke up, but I couldn't stay
on my feet. My whole body was trembling. From that moment on when I read or hear
tapes, Stila Prabhupada is there. I am a fool, but I sometimes ask myself the question:
“Can I ever please Srila Prabhupada?"

Now I am on a holiday, but soon I will start work again. I would like that we should
produce more and more sweetbreads, to do other products that are good and that are
successful. By distributing this prasadam I hope to see more and more devotees in the
Timisoara temple, and one day the temple should look like the one in the dream. Is this
possible? Anyway, this dream, even if it was only a dream, and even if after some time
passes I will not remember it so nicely anymore, is one of the things that helped me and
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will help me so that I can pass the difficult moments that appear in my life and my
devotional service and to see only the essence. I have a wonderful spiritual master and
mentor. If I could follow your instructions without speculating maybe it would be
much better, but until then I have to suffer.

Thank you again and again for accepting a fallen soul like me in your service. Thank
you wholeheartedly for the instructions that make so much light in the darkness that
covers me. Thank you for the service you gave me for Tulasi Maharani, everything is
your mercy.

Your humble and insignificant servant,
Bhaktin Maria

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble and
respectful obeisances.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-
" presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya,
kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta
pravacanena vai

In Bhagavad-gtta (4.34),
Krsna is teaching Arjuna:

tad viddhi pranipatena

pariprasnena sevaya
upadeksyanti te jAanam
JAaninas tattva-darsinah

Just try to learn the truth by
approaching a spiritual master.
Inquire from him submissively and
render service unto him. The self-
realized souls can impart knowledge
unto you because they have seen the
truth.
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In this way the Supreme Lord is showing us clearly what path the person that desires
advancement in spiritual life should follow — to humbly approach His pure devotee and
serve him. In this way, for those that are really engaged in serving a pure devotee of
the Lord, the forms of the spiritual world start to take shape.

On the occasion of this special day I would like to thank you. Although I am the most
fallen living entity, still by your mercy you give me the possibility to try to do some
insignificant service and to try to help you in your preaching mission.

The only way of advancement in this era is pleasing the spiritual master and the
Vaisnava devotees. By their mercy one can revive his lost relationship with Krsna. So,
on this day I pray that I can receive your mercy, and the mercy of all the Vaisnava
devotees so that I can continue the mission that you gave me.

All glories to you, Guru Maharaja!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to ST S17 Gaura Nitai!

Hare Krsna! :

Youf hlimble servant,
Bhakta Minel

Your Divine Grace Srila Suhotra Mahiraja, please accept my humble obeisances.

For long I have been praying and meditating that one day I would get the chance to
distribute books, and THEN I would really give everything to Krsna and surrender.

That day finally came. A couple of weeks passed, some books went out and nectarean
realizations came. But then, some external things appeared. There was this and that to do,
distributing hours diminished, and there was a two-day seminar including stories from
"the dark side of ISKCON", anti-cult people, blooped devotees and other not so inspiring
things to meditate on. All this went by an already spaced-out mind.

And of course my dear mind found all kinds of new ideas to think about: "They said
most of the devotees will get married. What are you going to do?", "Majority of devo-
tees will stop sankirtana and move out of temple some day, do you think you can stay
(high) forever?", or "Many devotees have blooped, why?".

- Then I was back on the street again. "I don't feel inspired, no-one is attracted, I'm tired."
That day went by and another came. Now we will chant HARE KRSNA, "But don't you
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remember how nice-looking that mataji was!?" HARE KRSNA HARE KRSNA, "Hey!
You're agitated! Do you think you can forget all these nice ideas?" And so on.

If even the §astras give many examples of most elevated personalities falling from
the spiritual path in no time at all, then what to speak of Kali-yuga neophytes who got
their first beadbag two years ago. For the first time in my short career as a so-called
devotee I really freaked out for some days and took real shelter of the mental plane and
speculation. Every day I managed to drag my body out for sankirtana, but my mind
was completely elsewhere. All kinds of speculations, doubts and lusty garbage
appeared that would be too offensive to be mentioned here.

Afterwards this period also seemed
like the mercy of Krsna. When I was
really bewildered. when almost all
memory and intelligence seemed to be
lost and when I basically only had a
taste for eating and sleeping, I was
forced to think about all of the basic
questions. "Are you a devotee ?", "Do
you have faith in guru and Krsna?",
"Am I really a bona fide candidate to be
initiated by a spiritual master?", "Why
am I practicing Krsna consciousness? to
enjoy? to be released from troubles? or
to satisfy Krsna?", "How will 1 be
released from this trouble?"

It took some time before I had my
head and mind somewhat together and
overcame this period, and maybe for
the first time I was forced to desperate-
ly take shelter of the words of Your
Divine Grace. In this way the darkness of ignorance was finally vanquished.

On the Saturday morning of this most hard week my fellow devotees dropped me out
of the car at the distribution spot. I had distributed altogether something like twenty
books that week, and that morning I was too mental to start distribution right away. I
started the day by listening to a lecture where Your Divine Grace spoke about over-
coming the unsteadiness which comes from the mind. Every word seemed as if meant
for me: "laziness, non-surrender, pride, war with the mind, meditating on sense objects
while practicing bhakti-yoga."

I got some really impressing realizations: "These words really are the Absolute
Truth," "without the mercy of guru one cannot make any advancement," "I'm the neo-
phyte of the neophytes, a LAMENTING NONSENSE."
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I gained some intelligence and strength and managed to distribute some books.

Especially on that day I realized that I have no good qualities on my own. Actually
I'm not even a devotee. I realized that there is a part of me who is jealous of Krsna, who
does not want to surrender to Krsna and who is without any good qualities. I realized
that if I sometimes act like a devotee or manifest some good qualities, it is just because
of my association with the words of Your Divine Grace and the words of His Divine
Grace Srila Prabhupada. I realized that Krsna is merciful all the time, even the fact that
I can wake up in morning and chant my rounds is mercy, the conditioned me is not
interested in that, what to speak of distributing books on the street.

So I'm begging for Your Divine Grace. Although I have practically made no
advancement in spiritual life yet, I have at least realized that I'm bored with this non-
sense material existence, and I'm bored with my own lamentation and spaced-outness.
I'm begging, I also want to start spiritual life, please accept me as your disciple, please
initiate me. My understanding about your great personality is definitely imperfect and
I'm committing many offenses, but I have a strong belief that with your instructions I
can be released from my false ego. I will promise to follow all the regulative principles
including "no gambling and no mental speculation." I will promise to stop this typical
Finnish lamentation. Please have mercy on me. I have probably been a conifer tree in
the forests of Finland in my last body, and that's why I'm still almost without con-
sciousness and greatly covered with lust.

But as Your Divine Grace often says:

mitkhar karoti vacalam
panguri langhayate girim
yat-krpa tam aham vande

$rT gurum dina tGranam

So I believe that by the mercy of Your Divine Grace I can also begin my spiritual
life and become a servant of Lord Caitanya and Lord Nityananda.

Hoping to become your servant soon,
Bhakta Miro

4’/”0“‘:’
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthiya bhi-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-harmsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to your Divine Grace.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

When I look back at the time since your last Vyasa-piija ceremony, and when I try
to find out what is an important thing or realization for me personally, then I have the
feeling that Krsna is very much pushing this one point: He wants me to at least notice
all the shortcomings of my quite degraded character.

Again and again, I am involved in situations in which I cannot close my eyes any-
more. First of all I don't chant my rounds as properly as I should. I am sometimes lazy,
envious, and angry. I have the inclination to criticize others. Some doubts are hiding in
my heart. It is not actually nice to be aware of all this dirt, but what can I do about it?

Yes, actually I know the answer. I just have to follow your divine footsteps and chant
the holy name of the Lord. As long as I do not really chant, I have to deal with all these
problems, without end. When will I really understand this?

How can a person as described above be the disciple of such an advanced Vaisnava as
you? This is unbelievable, and only possible because of your endless, causeless mercy,
which you share out very generously. You are Lord Caitanya’s real follower. Your only
goal is to preach, to spread Krsna Consciousness, to scream out the holy name.

You are like Lord Caitanya, patita-pavana. You care for the most fallen, and that is
the only reason that you agree to be approached by a fallen person like me. I am very,
very grateful to receive your causeless mercy.

Besides being grateful, I always feel like I would like to give you something back,
too. At least a little, little bit.

It is my wish today, it is my prayer on this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja,
that I become your real disciple. One day I want to be your real and devoted servant
and thus the servant of all Vaisnavas. This will be the real bliss.

I am looking forward to it, but at the moment I am still trying to become dry. You gave
us once this example: that we just came out of the water and are still wet. A lot of water
is still dropping down, all the dirt is still there, and now I become aware of it, it is quite
unpleasant. When I was right into this big ocean I did not notice all the water, all the dirt,
because it was just around me and I was not different from it. You were so merciful to pick
me up, to give me a chance. I take this chance. I wish to improve at least a little bit, step
by step, my character qualities, and I hope next year at this time it looks a little bit better.
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Your hopeful aspiring disciple,
Bhaktin Norma
Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

1 would like to thank you very much for accepting me as your disciple.

T'had a little free, strange life. In those dark days I was completely finished, roaming
about the streets not seeing any hope in my life. One day I got a book of Srila
Prabhupada and I was really astonished. I found there the answers for questions which
I couldn't resolve. But actually I couldn't imagine even in a dream to become a devo-
tee. Maybe you remember me from these early days. I was always doing photos from
harinamas, Stay High Forever program etc. I was visiting your lectures when you were
here in Prague, but still my journey to become a devotee was very long. I was associ-
ating with devotees, trying to help them, reading Srila Prabhupada's books, listening to
lectures and, by your mercy, by the mercy of devotees and Gaura-Nitai, I was able to
advance step by step and understand at least a little that there is nothing more impor-
tant than to spread the mission of SrT Caitanya Mahaprabhu, than to sacrifice our life
for the benefit of all humanity and go back, back home, back to Godhead. This is the
great duty and possibility for everyone to use his life to reform himself, and to attain
the place we are longing for in the core of our heart.

I promise that I will try my best to help you with your mission and with your mercy
I will always stay your humble servant.

Your servant
Bhakta Ondra
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Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-harhsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

I.don’t know if I can really appreciate the glories of this most blessed event, the day on
which you appeared. I do not know if I'm capable to appreciate that which you do for us.

But I will try my best to glorify you. This is my duty even though I know that this
will be so insignificant.

I want to have a loving relationship with you
because associating with you I will be able to obtain
the same divine qualities as yours. But to accom-
plish this I have to make the instruction which you,
Guru Mahargja, gave me, my life and soul.

Please, Guru Maharaja, guide me in spiritual life.
Although I’'m such a foolish disciple, please do not
stop giving me your mercy. Without this mercy
what will I do?

You Gurudeva are pouring your mercy in so
many ways. Because I'm a foolish disciple you
often chastise me and I think that I am so unfortu-
nate hearing you say: “You must not make arati,
you must stop leading mangala-arati, the melody is
incorrect.” and “It is better that this tape recorder,
with which you made the recordings, is thrown
trough the window if it is an obstacle for hearing
the comments of Srila Prabhupada.”

But later I understood that I'm really happy
because in this way you express your loving attention
towards me. I'm so fortunate to have such a spiritual
master.

I’'m completely satisfied to serve Krsna in the
association of the Vaispavas under your guidance.

Your insignificant servant,
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Dear Srila Suhotra Mahiraja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances unto your lotus feet,
All glories to Srila Prabhupada and your Holiness,
May you always be a shining source of knowledge and inspiration for all us fallen souls!

I remember well when I saw you for the very first time. It was a lovely August
evening at Krsnahuset in Copenhagen, two years ago. I had no idea who you were — all
I had was a little invitation flyer I was given at Govinda's restaurant. It stated, if I cor-
rectly understood the Danish, that you were the most musical, most learned, most
philosophical, and most outstanding spiritual master.

Suddenly you came in and went straight to the harmonium. When you started bhajana
my eyes filled with tears. It was such an uncommon and ecstatic way of bhajana, that I
wished it would go on forever. This is the kind of Vaignava music I always wanted to
hear. That very day the wish awoke within me to become your disciple one day. Only
now, after reading your books and listening to your lectures, can I see that the flyer was
perfectly right.

- The longer I practice Krsna consciousness the more I realize that I have developed
no love for the Supreme Lord, St Krsna, even after He has made so many great
arrangements for me. Will I ever be able to love Him with all my heart? When will the
day come when I have as many tears in my eyes chanting the holy name on my beads
as when I heard your singing?

Maharaja, may Their Lordships ST $1T Gaura-Nitai bless you on the auspicious occasion
of your appearance day. '

Wishing to become your servant

Your most foolish rascal,
Rolf

Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

nama o visnu-padaya kf;na-presthdya bhii-tale

.....
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Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine
namas te guru-harisaya, kali-prabhava-hérine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says that the quality of a Vaisnava can be seen in his
ability to convert the fallen souls to the path of devotional service to Lord Krsna.

We can see that this quality is fully manifested in you, Guru Maharaja. You strictly
follow in Srila Prabhupada's footsteps and all your endeavors are dedicated to the
preaching mission in the Western countries.

When 1 listen to your classes I am stunned by how deeply you can present the con-
clusion of scriptures and refute arguments of materialistic philosophy and science. You
can convince anyone that the path of devotional service is the ultimate goal of life and
remove all speculations regarding spiritual life. You can make it clear what real edu-
cation is - it is the knowledge of Lord Krsna and His divine energies, the knowledge
coming from parampara, not speculative knowledge based on faulty senses and mind.

Your instructions and the association of devotees give me the strength by which I can
continue the process of bhakti yoga. On the other hand I personally feel very unqualified
and impure with so many unwanted material desires. However by your mercy, which can
cure any soul sick of materialism, it is certainly possible to change my situation.

As Srila Narottama dasa Thakura says: Prema bhakti yaha hoite, avidya vinasa yate.
A spiritual master emanates ecstatic prema and by him ignorance is destroyed.
Therefore by listening to you, Guru Maharaja, and rendering service unto you, all
anarthas can be removed from the heart of a fallen soul. '

Looking for the shelter of your lotus feet

Your aspiring servant,
Bhakta Robert

T

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai
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My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet full of mercy.
All glories to you, dear Guru Mahar3ja!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to the sankirtana mission of Lord Caitanya!

Already for a few years I have had a strong desire to join the sankirtana army of Lord
Caitanya, although I do not have qualification for this service. Actually from the very
beginning of my Krsna conscious life I was attracted to the distribution of Srila
Prabhupada’s books. Not knowing why, I was simply attracted by the shining sankirtana
devotees, their stories from distribution, their purity and enthusiasm. I secretly wanted to
become one of them. Guru Mahar3ja, you have given me an opportunity to be engaged
in this service. When I have heard your instruction: "full time sankirtana, for at least one
year," I was happy. That happiness was not only because my long cherished desire will
be fulfilled, but because I know that you are satisfied when your disciples do this service.
And when you are satisfied then Srila Prabhupada also must be satisfied.

My realization from the last
years brought me to the point
that I do not want to waste my
short life anymore, I am sad
when I cannot be in the asso-
ciation of devotees, I am intol-
erably sad and empty when I
cannot be with you, I am sad
when I go out of my heart
leaving you behind just to go
to the mental trip. I know
already how nasty and fearful
a feeling it is to think only of
myself. Guruji, I want to feel
your presence always, I want
to be aware that you are
always with me, because with
you I do not have any fear,
with you I know what I have
to do to give sense to my life.

Guru Maharaja, you have
taken me under your protec-
tion, slowly and very patient-
ly you water me, pull out the
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weeds from my heart and I want to endeavor to grow, and grow to be healthy and strong
as much as possible. Guru Maharaja, I want to be a strong and big plant in your transcen-
dental garden which is full of wonderful, great, and beautiful flowers and trees. The gar-
dener is pleased when he has healthy, nice and strong plants, and I want to please you,
Guru Maharaja, although this is a rather ridiculous desire for one uncultured, uneducated
and unintelligent girl, still I want to dedicate my life to this desire.

During Srila Prabhupada’s marathon Subhalaksmi devi dasT read part of one letter
from Vairagya-laksmi devi dasi. She was encouraging her in her letter to do sarkirtana.
She wrote that we have to endeavor to please you, because when you are not satisfied,
then our lives are useless. When I heard this, I was so struck by this point, and now I
only wish to have a desire to desire to desire to desire to desire to have the desire to
have the right attitude and mission of my life and become your true disciple.

Sandipani Muni: "...I am also glad to see that bona fide students like you will
undergo any kind of trouble for the satisfaction of the spiritual master. That is the
way for a bona fide disciple to become free from his debt to the spiritual master. It
is the duty of the disciple to dedicate his life to the service of the spiritual master."

guru-mukha-padma-vakya, cittete koriya aikya,
ar na koriho mane asa
§ri-guru-carane rati, ei se uttama-gati,
Je prasade piire sarva asa

"My only wish is to have my consciousness purified by the words emanating from
his lotus mouth. Attachment to his lotus feet is the perfection that fulfills all desires.”"

All glories to you, my dear Guru Mahargja. All glories to all your wonderful daugh-
ters and sons, whom you are cultivating. All glories to your transcendental garden.

Your debtor (unable to pay),
Bhaktin Romana
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-prabhava-hdrine
prabhupada-siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace Srila Suhotra Swamy,
who is very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

I offer my respectful obeisances unto you who are the sirhha-guru and the one
who takes away the influence of Kali-yuga by delivering wonderful lectures on
the scientific teachings of Srila Prabhupada.

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
All Glories to Srila Prabhupada!
All Glories to your mercy!

Yes, only your mercy can get me out of the claws of illusion — maya. It is a mere hal-
lucination to think that in the future I will be independent of all and everything. What
remains for me is to pray to you that I can always think of your wonderful qualities and
activities.

You are such a humble soul that even though you know my faults, you treat me very
sensibly with tolerance and seriousness. Your attitude to the conditioned souls can not
be imitated,because you, who have a true relationship with Sri Krsna the Supreme con-
troller of all, take the responsibility to take many spiritual infants to the spiritual world.
You take this responsibility despite knowing what great endeavor is necessary to turn
one neophyte into a pure devotee, an unalloyed Vaisnava.

Further I would like to thank you for everything you are doing for me and also for the
chance to always be in the association of your disciples, and to be in your association
personally. Because we very often talk about encouraging stories of your travelling
preaching and your virtuous qualities we can feel the fact that when the pure devotee of
the Lord is sincerely glorified, Krsna is pleased, and the whole atmosphere is purified,
and everyone feels bliss as if you are personally present in that place. This is practical
verification of the philosophy that Lord Krsna's pure devotee and all energies connect-
ed with Krsna, beginning and ending with His holy name, are not different from Him.

One year ago, when 1 was writing my offering, I was so puffed up that I imagined
how everyone would be astounded after reading it, and everybody would understand
that I am a great devotee with great visions. Now I know that without the help of every
devotee, who knows how to behave with other devotees of the Lord and to all living
entities, I can not approach even a bit to your lotus feet. Always when I am writing my
Vyasa-piija offering, I have to read offerings from the past to enlighten the darkness in
my heart and get inspiration to write a few truthful words from the heart. I can only sin-
cerely say that without the help of the realizations of your disciples, I couldn't make it.
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These are not just words and sentences written because of some duty, hypocrisy and
feeling of superiority, these are the gems from the hearts of people who have lost all
interest for name, fame and glory. Thanks to these pieces of hope, which illuminate the
future times, I can know that these humble souls truly like you.

I beg you to keep me in this noble movement by your gentle hand. Thus I can under-
stand a little about what it means to love, and thus quickly depart from the horrifying
shadows and noises in the material world. Only Your Divine Grace can accomplish this.

Your eternal servant

Bhakta Standa
¢ p)

nama owm visnu-padaya krsna-
presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate suhotra-svamin iti
namine

namas te guru-hamsaya, kali-
prabhava-harine

prabhupada-Siksa-vidydadbhuta
pravacanena vai

Dear Guru Maharjja,

Please accept my humble
obeisances onto your lotus
feet.

All glories to you on this spe-
cial day!

Thank you very much,
Guru Mahargja, for the year
(in point of fact, two years)
during which you led me in
my spiritual life, just like the
father leads his child through
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life. Thank you, that you give me such wonderful instruction, that I can do sankirtana, and
that I have such wonderful Godbrothers and sisters.

This year Krsna tested me several times. I managed to overcome all these difficulties, but
I am aware that this has happened only by your causeless mercy. Thank you very much,
that you give me such a great opportunity to approach Krsna through my service to you. In
the beginning of 1997 you appeared with your disciples who were preaching your eternal
message of devotional service to the Lord. Since that time I never despaired of your person.

When I saw you for the first time, during Ratha-yatra in Berlin in May 1997, I knew
that you were surely the spiritual master who would lead me to Krsna. Standing there
in front of you, I thanked the most perfect Lord Krsna. I also noticed, that it is easier
for me to give up many nonsense things which I was attached to. Because of your
mercy I began to understand how useless I had been before I have met you, and that
devotional service to you is a miracle.

I would like to surrender to you forever and give up all the attachments in this world
of repeating birth and death, give up everything that is inauspicious for spiritual life,
and dedicate my body, words, and mind in your devotional service completely. Please,
give me your blessings in the form of the power in spiritual life, determination, and
knowledge, because only through your mercy I can make spiritual progress. Let me
always remain under the protection of your lotus feet, and render service to you and to
those who are dear to you. .

Your aspiring servant,
Bhaktin Sylwia B

Dear Guru Mahar3ja,

Please accept my humble obeisances!
All glories to you and to your spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada!

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale

.....

namas te guru-harnsaya, kali-prabhava-harine
prabhupada-Siksa-vidyadbhuta pravacanena vai
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I simply want to thank you for your mercy, that you have accepted me as your aspir-
ing disciple although I'm not worth this mercy and am also not really able to serve you
in a satisfactory manner. In the beginning it was amazing to me that you could accept
even such a person as me but later on I realized, you have so much mercy to give out
(because you have a connection to the source of all mercy), that it is no problem for
you to give it even to rascals.

I always had a problem with accepting authority. My thinking was like this: “Well, this
Bhagavad-gita is written in very simple words. What do they mean when they say one
has to accept a spiritual master to understand the scriptures? I can do this for myself, that's
not very difficult!” I was not very happy in this state of mind, and I didn't mak e any
spiritual progress at all and also didn't understand Bhagavad-gita “as it is” not at all. Of
course not, because without the mercy of the spiritual master it is not possible.

This year I had the great fortune to travel around South India with Amaraprabhu. He
was showing me so many holy places there, but the most auspicious one for me was
Srirangam, especially the river Kaveri. We stayed there for two and a half weeks and
every morning I went to the Kavert for taking a bath, chanting my rounds and praying
for some spiritual progress, because I had the feeling that I had been marking time in
my spiritual life since a long time.

One morning I was sitting
there again and asking
myself again what I shall do,
when an inspiration came to
me: “You have to accept a
spiritual master!” This was
not a very new thought but
what was new was that I
could accept it instantly.

I remembered how you
once told me the example of
the rope and the snake,
when I asked you if the dis-
ciple has to accept all that
his guru says, you said yes,
because the guru has the
spiritual vision and is there-
fore always right. Even if it
is “obviously” a rope lying on the way, if the guru tells you, "it's a snake, beat it, beat
it, beat it!" then you should do this without hesitation, because it is a snake because
guru has said it. That wasn’t very plausible to me at that time, but now it was. Shortly
after that memory came into my mind it was clear to me that you are my Guru
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Maharaja! And at this moment I was jumping around like crazy, shouting “it's a rope,
no, it's a snake! it's a rope, no, it's a snake!” and I never had such a feeling of happi-
ness like that before.

Now my life has a direction and I always know that you are there and you will help
when there are difficulties on the path. Hopefully I can give you back something one
day for all your mercy! Thank you very much!

Your fallen servant,
Bhakta Uwe

Dear Spiritual Master of ours,

Please accept our most respectful obeisances.
All glories to you!

As we were raised in the material society, we used to associate birthdays with a cer-
tain number of candles stuck into a layer cake, presents facilitating sense gratification,
and mundane, worthless wishes.

We can hardly recollect anybody speaking about God on those occasions, and even if they
did mention Him, it was only so to say “by the way,” and could not “spoil” the forthcoming
tremendous sense enjoyment. Such attitudes made birthdays completely meaningless.

When we joined the devotees we thought they would be aloof from the idea of cel-
ebrating birthdays. To our surprise we learned that the devotees do celebrate birthdays,
but the way they do it is quite different. The layer cake is there, but it is prasadam. The
presents are also there, but they are useful for one's devotional service. The wishes are
there too, but one simply cannot compare them to those mundane ones.

The appearance day of one's spiritual master is certainly most auspicious. On this
day the disciples have a special occasion to appreciate the spiritual master's mercy and
try to express their gratitude. The tries however will always be a failure as it is impos-
sible to express with words how grateful we are.

Thank you Guru Maharaja, for your presence here with us. You kindly let us take
shelter of your lotus feet and agree to be our guide, although we do not deserve it, for
sure. Thank you Guru Mahar3ja, for your causeless mercy.

Thank you Guru Maharaja, for your wonderful bhajanas, full of love of Krsna. Your
singing softens even the hardest hearts, like ours.
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Thank you Guru Maharja, for your wonderful lectures. They give us so much inspi-
ration in spiritual life and help us move forward on the path leading to Krsna.

Thank you Guru Mahargja, for your wonderful books. They help us understand bet-
ter and make us think more about Krsna.

Thank you Guru Mahirdja, for our Godbrothers and Godsisters. Although we do not
have too many opportunities to have their association, every time we meet them we feel
great inspiration to serve you better and better.

Thank you Guru Maharaja, for all your endeavor and the effort you make to present
the people with Krsna consciousness. You are so determined to help everybody change
their lives!

For all and everything we thank you, Guru Maharaja, from the bottom of our hearts.

All glories to you!!!

Your worthless servants,
Bhakta Wiktor, Bhaktin Ania, and little Damodara
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$rl Gurn-yvandand

by Srila Narottama dasa Thakura



(1) $¥i-guru-carana-padma, kevala-bhakati-sadma,
bando mui savadhana mate
Jjahara prasade bhai, e bhava toriya jai,
krsna-prapti hoy jaha ha’te

(2) guru-mukha-padma-vakya, cittete koriya aikya,
ar na koriho mane asa
Sri-guru-carane rati, ei se uttama-gati,
je prasade piire sarva asa

(3) cakhu-dan dilo jei, janme janme prabhu sei,
divya-jAan hrde prokasito
prema-bhakti jaha hoite, avidya vinasa jate,
vede gay jahara carito

(4) $ri-guru karuna-sindhu, adhama jandara bandhu,
lokanath lokera jivana
ha ha prabhu koro doyd, deho more pada-chaya,
ebe jasa ghusuk tribhuvana

The lotus feet of our spiritual master are the only way by which we can
attain pure devotional service. I bow to his lotus feet with great awe and
reverence. By his grace one can cross the ocean of material suffering and
obtain the mercy of Krsna.

My only wish is to have my consciousness purified by the words ema-
nating from his lotus mouth. Attachment to his lotus feet is the perfection
that fulfills all desires.

He openes my darkened eyes and fills my heart with transcendental knowl-
edge. He is my Lord birth after birth. From him ecstatic prema emanates; by
him ignorance is destroyed. The Vedic scriptures sing of his character.

Our spiritual master is the ocean of mercy, the friend of the poor, and
the lord and master of the devotees. O master! Be merciful unto me.
Give me the shade of your lotus feet. Your fame is spread all over the
three worlds.
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Sr1 Sr
Curv-astalka

by Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura



Srl Vyasa Puja 1998 183
BSOS e

(1)
samsara-davanala-lidha-loka-
tranaya karunya-ghanaghanatvam
praptasya kalyana-gunarnavasya
vande guroh Sri-caranaravindam

The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the
ocean of mercy. Just as a cloud pours water on a forest
fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual master delivers the
materially afflicted world by extinguishing the blazing
fire of material existence. I offer my respectful obei-
sances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master,
who 1s an ocean of auspicious qualities.
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(2)
mahdaprabhoh kirtana-nrtya-gita-
vaditra-madyan-manaso rasena
romaiica-kampasru-taranga-bhajo
vande guroh Sri-caranaravindam

Chanting the holy name, dancing in ecstasy, singing,
and playing musical instruments, the spiritual master is
always gladdened by the sankirtana movement of Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Because he is relishing the mel-
lows of pure devotion within his mind, sometimes his
hair stands on end, he feels quivering in his body, and
tears flow from his eyes like waves. I offer my respect-
ful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual
master.

185
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(3)
sri-vigraharadhana-nitya-nana
Sringara-tan-mandira-marjanadau
yuktasya bhaktams ca niyuiijato ‘pi
vande guroh Sri-carandaravindam

The spiritual master is always engaged in the temple
worship of Sri SrT Radha and Krsna. He also engages
his disciples in such worship. They dress the Deities in
beautiful clothes and ornaments, clean Their temple,
and perform other similar worship of the Lord. I offer
my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a
spiritual master.

187
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(4)
catur-vidha-$ri-bhagavat-prasada-
svadv-anna-trptan hari-bhakta-sanghan
krtvaiva trptimm bhajatah sadaiva
vande guroh Sri-carandravindam

The spiritual master is always offering Krsna four
kinds of delicious food (analyzed as that which is
licked, chewed, drunk, and sucked). When the spiritual
master sees that the devotees are satisfied by eating
bhagavat-prasada, he is satisfied. I offer my respectful
obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master.
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(5)
sri-radhika-madhavayor apara-
madhurya-lila-guna-ripa-namnam
prati-ksanasvadana-lolupasya
vande guroh Sri-carandravindam

The spiritual master is always eager to hear and chant
about the unlimited conjugal pastimes of Radhika and
Madhava, and Their qualities, names, and formes. The
spiritual master aspires to relish these at every moment.
I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of
such a spiritual master.

191
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(6)
nikufija-yiino rati-keli-siddhyai
ya yalibhir yuktir apeksaniya
tatrati-daksyad ati-vallabhasya
vande guroh Sri-caranaravindam

The spiritual master is very dear, because he is expert
in assisting the gopis, who at different times make dif-
ferent tasteful arrangements for the perfection of Radha
and Krsna’s conjugal loving affairs within the groves of
Vmdavana. I offer my most humble obeisances unto
the lotus feet of such a spiritual master.
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(7)
saksad-dharitvena samasta-sastrair
uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih
kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh Sri-caranaravindam

The spiritual master is to be honored as much as the
Supreme Lord, because he is the most confidential
servitor of the Lord. This is acknowledged in all
revealed scriptures and followed by all authorities.
Therefore I offer my respectful obeisances unto the
lotus feet of such a spiritual master, who is a bona fide
representative of Sri Hari (Krsna).
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8)
yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado
yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto ‘pi
dhayan stuvaris tasya yasas tri-sandhyari
vande guroh Sri-caranaravindam

By the mercy of the spiritual master one receives
the benediction of Krsna. Without the grace of the
spiritual master, one cannot make any advancement.
Therefore, I should always remember and praise the
spiritual master. At least three times a day I should
offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of
my spiritual master. '

197
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This book was produced under the guidance of Bhagavata Dharma dasa
by

Bhakta Lyall - editing and proofreading

Krsnavalli-devi dast — graphics, layout and printing

Abhaya Mudra devi dast — cover photo design.

I want to thank also to the following devotees for providing me with their pictures
of Guru Maharaja: Adhika Daya devi dasi and Prahlad Nrsimhha dasa, Amaraprabhu
dasa, Bhagavata Dharma dasa and Gaurangi devi dasi, Ekatma dasa, Madhura devi dast
and Vasuman dasa, Rama-Sriyah dasa, Subhalaksmi devi dasi, bhakta Tom.

Hare Krsna
Your servant Krsnavalli devt dasi
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