EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK

- GAUDIYA VAISNAVA SAMADHIS IN
VRINDAVANA -

by His Holiness Mahanidhi Swami

Chapter Five
VISITING THE SAMADHIS

The Grave Yard

When a person dies in a Christian country his cetepbody is sealed in a
coffin and buried in a graveyard or cemetary. Eviewyn has one; either
small family plots or vast cemetaries with acresl acres of sprawling

lawns. The individual graves are marked with tombss standing in

measured distances from one another. They loolgidwet marble dominoes
signifying the futility of material life; how oneosll is following the other in

the endless cycle of birth and death (samsara kakra

A material existence without spiritual practicesamg simply to live, to die,
and to be buried in the family graveyard. "My grgedndfather followed
this path, my grandfather followed him, and my éatlfollowed too—one
after the other.”

The Mahabharata says that once Yamaraja asked &ah#udhisthira,
"What is the most amazing thing in this world?" Medga Yudhisthira
replied, "The most amazing thing is that at evegmmant one can see that
his friends, his fathers, and his relatives hae& dbut he is thinking, 'l shall
live forever."™

| was about seven years old when | first visitegl fdimily cemetary plot to
have "darsana" of Mac, my brother who had dieceakémia twelve years
before. My parents cried as they recounted higegoiThey said, "The good
Lord must have had some purpose for taking away &dbe tender age of
four. Now we should all offer a silent prayer todsan his behalf."



The solemn and serious moment that followed steetdhto eternity. The
atmosphere was eerie. | prayed to God to not smagctoo. | felt anxious to
get out of there as soon as possible, never rewisiting the cemetary
incited within me a fear of death, anxiety abof,liand despair for the
future.

The cemetaries or graveyards of the Christian cmmtare negative
environments full of ghosts and ignorance, sorrom attachment. Due to
intense bodily attachment, a departed soul somstiates a ghostly (subtle)
form to hover about its dead material body buriedhie ground. A ghost
exists in a perpetual state of anger and frustrdigcause he has no physical
material body to satisfy his desires. Scores ofsgghfly around graveyards
frightening and harassing visitors, especiallyight

In the minds of many Christians, the word cemetargraveyard conjures
up images of ghosts, evil spirits, witches, blaekscand so on. Or as one
person said, "A graveyard is a creepy place fulladrd, scary vibes." In
other words, a cemetary is a place to avoid.

Mrytu Mahal

Every year thousands of tourists go to Agra inanidi see the Taj Mahal,
one of the "seven wonders of the world." No dothm, building qualifies as
an architectural marvel, but it's generally seera akad palace for a dead
body. What impression does one receive from vigitims tomb built by a
king to honor his deceased queen?

The effect of seeing the Taj Mahal lasts no lontfemn the snap of a
camera's shutter, or the passing of a few frames/idd¢o film. The
experience moves not the heart, nor stirs the #dtdr coming 10,000 miles
just to see it, one tourist quipped, "Boy! | wonderthis really one of the
seven wonders of the world?"

Visiting the samadhis of the eternal associateSrofCaitanya Mahaprabhu
is a totally different experience than seeing came$ or mausoleums.
Unlike graveyards which are abodes of bad vibemrance, and evil spirits,
a samadhi pitha (place with many samadhis) ovedloith pure goodness,
uplifting spiritual energy, and the comforting asstion of benign
Vaisnavas absorbed in transcendence. In other wardamadhi pitha is an
auspicious, most desirable and beautiful placesio again and again.



Darsana Stories

Vaisnava acaryas explain that the siddha purusage(yly liberated souls)
have two spiritual forms. Within the samadhis tle&yst in a cin moya deha
(spiritualized body). Simultaneously, in the tragrsgental realm of Goloka
Vrndavana they have a second spiritual form tonelgr serve the Divine

Couple Sri-Sri Radha-Giridhari. The presence of @sWava within his

samadhi resembles the presence of the SupremenBifnsof Godhead, Sri

Krishna, in His arca vigraha, Deity form.

The arca vigraha of Sri Krishna reciprocates whié tlevotee according to
the degree of his sraddha, seva, and puja (fativjce, worship). The six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana, being completely pure, caasonally talk with
their beloved Deities of Damodara, Govindaji, Maddiohana, Radha-
ramana, and Giridhari. The Deity of Saksi-Gopaleeostepped off the altar
in Vrndavana and walked to Orissa (2,000 kms. awagyder to testify on
behalf of His pure devotee. In the same way, froithiw their samadhi
mandirs, the eternal associates of Lord Caitanyla reciprocate with a
devotee's faith, service, and worship. Also, fremeiving years and years of
worship the place becomes saturated with devotiemalgy.

Although we bury the body of a departed Vaisnawastill remains sitting
there. Often, siddha saints, such as the six Gasyame some indication to
prove their presence within the samadhis. Shorfterahis cremation,
Raghunatha Dasa appeared to Sri Jiva Gosvami. Bteuated Sri Jiva
Gosvami to place his ashes in a samadhi at the &R@dpinatha temple
beside Radha-kunda.

"Once Sri Radha Krishna Dasaji, a Vaisnava scharar previous mahanta
of Radha-kunda, told me (Gopalcandra Ghosh), Gppale day we were

very much in anxiety about some property dealingacerning Radha-

kunda. During this time | had a most unusual exgre@. At midnight, while

| was chanting japa in my kutir at the side of Ra#tanda, | saw one sadhu
in babaji dress coming out from inside of Raghuaalbasa Gosvami's
samadhi mandir.

‘After bathing in Radha-kunda he looked directlyna, smiling ever so
slightly. Then he entered the samadhi and vanis®sdrwhelmed, | paid
my dandavats. While lying before the entrance to Raaghunatha Dasa



Gosvami's samadhi, | heard someone say to me fnside the samadhi,
"Don't worry, everything will turn out correctly.ust always chant

Radharani's name and if you're doing this workHer service then you will

get victory. And if you think, 'this is my property am the mahanta ' and
claim ownership, then you can't stay in Vrndavéna.'

Behind Radha Madana-Mohana temple, and off theky@ama marga is a
place called Javatri Kunja. An old Surya templecggthat kunja. Bhakta-
mala says that Radhika and the gopis would come &red pluck java (red)
flowers for worshiping Surya-deva and Yamuna-d&ishora Dasa baba, a
scholar of Vrndavana, purchased this area and hauidhajana kutir here.
Once at midnight while chanting japa, he saw adller man dressed in
babaji cloth carrying a stick and a clay water pga¢ was chanting very
attentively and emitting a brilliant effulgence. t&f paying obeisances,
Kishora Dasa asked, "Could you be Sanatana Goseda®) The Babaji
just smiled, said "Hari bol," and disappeared. T tday, Kishora Dasa
feels that he definitely saw Sri Sanatana Gosvami.

Gauranga Dasa Babaji, a famous siddha mahatmanafavana, repeatedly
gave proof of his existence in his samadhi. Seuarads since his departure
he has appeared to the devotees who stay in thenadieside his samadhi.
One night the members of the 24 hour kirtana peaityasleep. At exactly

the same time, the samadhi pujari sleeping in #teaan had a dream. He
saw Gauranga Dasa Baba choking and gasping fo6trtled, the pujari

awoke, and rushed to the samadhi to wake the sigdpitana men and

continue the Hari-Nama. The pujari realized that ¢niru had appeared to
teach him that he was indeed living within his sdmaHe felt choked up

when the kirtana party stopped chanting the holjmandecause the holy
name was his food—his life—his breath.

A disciple and former personal servant of SrilabRtaada said that Srila
Rupa Gosvami once appeared to Srila Prabhupada& Wwhilwas staying at
the Radha-Damodara temple in Vrndavana. Before mgpro America in

1965, Srila Prabhupada lived here as a renouncaayasi chanting Hari
Nama, praying to Radha-Damodara and the Gosvamidstranslating the
Srimad Bhagavatam into English. One day while himgomaha-prasadam,
Srila Prabhupada was looking out of the windowhatdamadhi of Sri Rupa
Gosvami. Suddenly, Sri Rupa Gosvami appeared b&ala Prabhupada
and spoke these most encouraging words:



"Maharaja, don't worry about anything. Go ahead teavkl to the West and
preach. Just preach the message of Sri Caitanyaapvabhu and the
chanting of Hare Krishna. You'll be successfuluagantee because | will be
right with you all the time."

How to Approach the Samadhis— Union in Separation

In Vrndavana, the practice of visiting the samadbisLord Caitanya's
eternal associates, offering worship, obeisanced, seelected prayers has
been going on continually for the last five hundnggars. The Bhakiti-
ratnakara describes that before traveling to NapagVvSrinivasa Acarya
took darsana of Vrndavana's Deities (Govindaji, iGajha, Madana
Mohana, Radha Vinoda, Radha Damodara, and Sri &ankapisvara
Mahadeva). He also visited the samadhis of Sri @aaaGosvami, Sri Rupa
Gosvami, Sri Kasisvara Pandit, and Sri RaghunathattB Gosvami, the
only major ones at that time. Sri Jiva Gosvami, Raghunatha Dasa
Gosvami, Sri Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, Sri Lokanathasv@mi, Sri
Bhugarbha Gosvami, Madhupandit Gosvami, and SsHa Dasa Kaviraja
were all still manifest in Vrndavana. Before leayiMrndavana, Srinivasa
Acarya fell in the dust of their lotus feet and ged for mercy.

To summarize, a samadhi is a spiritual place wloere can contact the
association of a pure devotee of Radha and Kriskinane form the pure
Vaisnava remains within his samadhi in order taegwercy to faithful and
sincere devotees. Samadhis play important part m Gaitanya
Mahaprabhu's pastime of distributing mercy to @éeh souls in Kali-yuga.
Anyone, qualified or not, can easily come to thenadhis and take their
benevolent association.

We must come to the platform of appreciating thereh(at the samadhi) 'l
can actually get the association of a pure devdteedne is excluded. For
example, during Srila Prabhupada's presence, sasoglds hesitated to
take his association due to feeling shy or tocadistAlthough wanting to,
they never spoke directly to Srila Prabhupada tmately associated with
him. But now, Srila Prabhupada is freely and fufjiving himself to
everyone. Anyone can visit his samadhis in Vrndavan Mayapur and
receive his simply wonderful association.

One should approach Srila Prabhupada's or any $amatti an attitude of
surrender. Of course, feeling awe and reverenoe,offiers dandavats (full



prostrated obeisances). Literally, the word dandaweans full obeisances
offered with eight limbs: two arms, two legs, twoeles, chest, head, eyes,
the mind, and the power of speech (prayers).

A disciple's awe and reverence shouldn't be inagkuntha mood," where
awe and reverence are too strong. A disciple feisrence in the sense of
respect, but he maintains a friendly attitude andewstanding toward his
spiritual master. Narada Muni explains the lovietationship between guru
and disciple in the Srimad Bhagavatam (7.12.1);aacdasavan nico, gurau
sudrdha sauhrdah: "A disciple should be humbleddosdlient, and he should
have an attitude of firm friendship for the spiakunaster.”

We should think that the pure devotees still lieeeh They hear our prayers
of submission, and they will shower their mercy mps if we are sincere
and deserving. With a humble mood and a pure davaltiattitude we
should observe all proper behavior. The eternab@ates of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu are actually there in their samadhigglne if that Vaisnava
was still manifest in this world? What would you dohow would you feel
if you walked into his room, and found him sittiggietly in a meditative
posture absorbed in deep concentration on the npastiof Radha-
Syamasundara? This is exactly the same experidnoeeting a liberated
Vaisnava in his samadhi mandir!

The reciprocation depends upon one's bhava (feglimgpd his nistha
(staunch faith). Spiritual feelings can carry ounds to that pure liberated
devotee. However, without faith one will not reeeianything at the
samadhi. Similarly, without faith one can't receasgy reciprocation when
taking darsana of the Deity of Krishna.

While visiting a samadhi one feels a strong serissommunion with that

departed Vaisnava. He receives direct inspiratimh enthusiasm within his
heart. But at the same time, one experiences pndfdamentation and
separation from that eternal resident of Vrndavahlaere is union in

separation. Indeed, all samadhis are places wretieful devotees feel

happiness through directly associating with thedilil pure devotees. But
simultaneously, one feels sadness in their sepatati

By seriously cultivating that intense feeling opaeation we will eventually
meet Lord Gauranga's eternal associates and fosevee their lotus feet.
Separation prepares the heart for meeting. A sndevotee tries to feel the



separation for Lord Gauranga and His eternal assexcthat Sri Narottama
Dasa Thakura describes in his song, Ye anilo primaaa.

Gaudiya Vaisnava history shows that the traditioaetivity of visiting

samadhis produces profound transcendental emotwitisn advanced
devotees. Sri Bhakti-ratnakara describes two suslisvby Sri Jahnava
Mata, the wife of Sri Nityananda Prabhu, and Sasa/Acarya.

After seeing Vrndavana and before returning to Msi@a, Sri Jahnava
Mata bid farewell to all the Vrajavasi Vaisnavasieh she visited all the
major temples— Govindaji, Gopinatha, Madana Mohdragha Vinoda,

Radha-Damodara, and Radha Ramana. Also, she offpragers to

Gopisvara Mahadeva (Lord Siva) and Srimati Vrndea-dé&Vhen Ma

Jahnava Devi saw the four samadhis of Sri RaghanBttatta Gosvami,
Kasisvara Pandit, Sri Sanatana Gosvami, and SraRaupsvami her heart
broke. Feeing deep sorrow, she cried a Ganges oivegars. Her ecstasy
heightened when she saw the samadhi of Sri Gaaridasdit.

Upon arriving in Jagannatha Puri, Srinivasa Acagyackly ran to the
samadhi of Thakura Haridasa. Immediately he fell¢o offer prayers and
obeisances, and almost went unconscious. The akskivotees pacified
him with sweet loving words. Hearing about Srinevascarya's lamentation
at the samadhi of Srila Haridasa Thakura melthé&aat.

Prayers at the Samadhis

When visiting a samadhi one must offer vandanarmygns - one of the nine
limbs of bhakti). Love of Krishna expands in nirerhs which connect a
loving soul with his beloved Lord. Through vandangoga (connecting
with God thru prayer) a devotee connects with thpr&me Lord Krishna or
with the pure Vaisnava in samadhi.

Why pray? Praying shows our gratitude to Lord Kmeshfor mercifully
giving us Vaisnava sadhu sanga. Sometimes one kardia thinks that
prayers are meant only for God, and not for Hisepdevotee servants.
However, the greatest demigod and the best of thiendvas, Mahadeva
Lord Siva, states that Vaisnava worship surpassssnu worship. In the
Adi Purana, Sri Krishna tells Arjuna that He doesgcept those who only
worship Him.



Ye me bhakta-janah partha/ ne me bhakta ca te jamaahbhaktanam caye
bhaktas/ te me bhaktama matah

"Those who directly worship Me are not real devstdeeal devotees are
those who are devoted to My devotees."

Srila Prabhupada used to say, "If you love me tloe my dog." How
genuine one's love for his master must be if hel@as the master's dog? In
this verse Krishna gives the clue to success ioti@val service. Worship of
the Vaisnavas is first and foremost, because thaeacan lift us up to the
lotus feet of Radha and Krishna.

Praying to the Vaisnavas pleases Krishna, purifiesheart, and attracts the
attention of the Lord. After adopting the life ofig8hna consciousness, one
naturally becomes repentant for his past sinfuivdiets. A repentant
mentality is most conducive for spiritual advanceméecause "sinful
desires burn up in the fire of repentance." Lordskma deposits His krpa
sakti (mercy potency) within the pure heart of Weesnava. Being an ocean
of mercy, the Vaisnava will surely rescue the régendevotee desperately
trying to escape the clutches of Maya.

Praying works. Krishna always responds to His des/stcall. This point is
proven in the Gajendra moksa lila of the Srimad dglvatam. Srila
Prabhupada always instructed us to pray to Kristarad submit our
confidential problems and desires. The all-merdifoitd will patiently hear
our prayers and respond accordingly.

What should we pray for? "The only thing worth prayfor is that our mind
may be more and more attracted towards Lord Sshka&. We don't want
riches or followers, nor do we desire to be savedhfthe misery of birth
and death. We do not pray either for the cure séake or for liberation.
Rather, we approach the great souls and say, 'Maybjess us that our
minds may be directed to Krishna." " (Srila Bhaktihanta Sarasvati
Thakura)

The Mood of Prayer

Prayer reaches Krishna only when we surrender.eBder means to be
desperate. When we realize clearly our helplesgigosn this dangerous
material world, we will pray sincerely and surrendbsolutely to Sri
Krishna.



There are many types of prayers from the selfishs@an variety, "God

give us bread" to the distressed old lady who dedpper sticks. Answering
her prayers, the Lord offered her a boon. The aftly lasked, "Oh Lord,
please just pick up the bundle of sticks and pattlon my head." Prayers
should be pure. The prayers of Sri Krishna Caitaayd the Gaudiya
acaryas perfectly present the proper mood and a&pir for all Krishna

bhaktas. In Siksastaka, Lord Caitanya teaches ssmoly cry and pray that
the Lord will accept us: Ayi nanda tanuja kinkargatitam mam visame
bhavambudhau.

Authorized Prayers

Sucaka kirtans (a biography in kirtana) are bealltifarranged prayers
containing many verses glorifying the life and taags of the acaryas. They
are composed by a guru's leading disciples andllyssiang during the

tirobhava mahotsava (disappearance day festivalthef acarya. Other
shorter prayers of glorification extend from fietvelve slokas such as Sri
Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami's Sri Rupa Gosvami AstaKami, Karnapur's

Gopala Bhatta Gosvami Pancakam, and Sri Jiva Ga'sv&mshna Dasa

Kaviraja Astakam. See appendix for Sri Rasikanan@&fiagavatastakam,
and sucaka kirtans of the six Gosvamis.

Most devotees recite standard prayers composedthéprevious acaryas.
However, offering prayers is like chanting, in tila¢re are no hard and fast
rules for praying. Pour out your heart and begrmrcy. Here are a few
samples of standard prayers. In Sankalpa-kalpa-alrusnila Visvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura prays to Sri Rupa Gosvami: "@# 8ri Rupa-manjari,
Your mind is always colorfully decorated with theellows of Radha
Govinda's sporting pastimes. | anticipate with dateation that | will
someday receive a drop of your mercy. Your mereyds supreme over
everything else in attaining my desire."

In Sri Caitanya's Teachings, Srila Bhaktisiddha@arasvati Thakura
mentions Madhavendra Puri's prayer to Lord Krishiahave indulged

numerous times in every form of wickedness by ymgdo lust and other
passions. But yet, these passions spare no pitgeorO Lord of the Yadus,
Krishna, now | am giving them up. Realizing thethtul surrender myself
unto Your protection, which alone can save me frainfear. May You

please engage me fully in Your service."



Srila Saccidananda Bhaktivinoda Thakura offers greyer: "This is my
only desire, O Lord, and | submit it at Your lotfiegt. Please awaken in my
heart constant unmotivated devotion to You. Letdhme attachment that |
now have for material affairs be transferred taatment for Your holy feet.
| pray that my love for You may remain undisturliExth in misfortune and
prosperity. Day after day may my love for You irese by the power and
influence of the holy name. May | live in heavenhetl, as a bird or beast,
but may devotion to You always remain in the heaBhaktivinoda."

Composing Prayers

The prayers quoted above can also be offered tpuhe Vaisnavas whose
interest is non-different from the Lord's. If a d&se wants to compose his
own prayers, he should follow the guidelines gibsgrSrila Prabhupada. The
language of the prayer, or the conception beingreped, should not be
cheap. Use words full of feeling, especially chgsand very nicely
arranged. The teachings, activities, and contimgtiof the devotee being
glorified will form the subject of your prayer. Arfahally, your bhakti will
carry the prayer to the lotus feet of Lord Kristamal the pure devotee.

In Sri Caitanya Bhagavata, Srila Vrndavana Dasakii@a quotes Lord
Caitanya, "A devotee's prayers of love for Krishaae nothing to do with
the rules of grammar, and they don't depend on .th&mshna is interested
only in the love in such prayers. They are deaKtshna in any case,
whether they are gramatically correct or not."

Sri Krishna and His eternal associates accept mayem devotees who

follow the principles of devotional service. Theylwurely appreciate those

sincere prayers offered with love and affection glarify the Vaisnavas one

can chant authorized prayers, compose his owrepmat those quoted here
and in the Appendix.

(1) "My dear pure devotee of Krishna, please bimesand give me the
shelter of your holy feet. Please keep my mind génaure and forever fixed
at the lotus feet of Radha-Krishna. | shall liveimdavana, or outside, but
may my mind always be attracted to Sri Vrndavanaatén In my mind may
| always remember your names, qualities, teachiegs pastimes.



(2) "Oh Vaisnava Thakura! | am helpless without ahglter or protection.
Please accept me at your lotus feet. Please blessitim the divine service
of the servants of the servants of Radha Syamasaitida

(3) "Oh my Lord and master, my guardian and guRlease reveal within

me what is the Absolute Truth? Who am |I? Where auihg? What is the

goal of my life? How can | reach there? | don't Wnlbow to escape this
miserable life. Please help me | want your senand nothing else. | am
very much tired of my present situation. | canlétate it any longer. Please
pick me up."

Qualification to Receive Benefits

How does one become qualified to receive blessing® the saints in
samadhi? If you are attached to a particular sdirytpu surrender to him
inwardly, and if you love him—he reciprocates. Rik®r no diksa
(initiation) it doesn't matter. Stories abound oflmbhagavatas giving
blessings without distinction. They only want thevdtee to be genuine.

As previously stated, the mercy of the Vaisnavavflanto a heart made
receptive by nistha and bhava (firm faith and dewva fervor). Visiting a

sadhu, temple, or a samadhi brings piety and edevitie soul. But without
nistha and bhava one can't gain the guru's graceryng to his samadhi.

Both Radha-Krishna temples and Vaisnava samadiss fex all classes of
devotees from the acolyte to the adept. The neepltgn't perceive
Krishna's presence without the temple, whereasativanced devotee sees
Krishna everywhere. To make spiritual progress ldveer order devotee
absolutely must visit the temple. But when the aled devotee comes to the
temple he thoroughly relishes the sweet darsa&ai<dri Radha-Madhava.

Both classes of devotees benefit from visitingtémaple, but the experience
differs. Similarly, the neophyte devotee may notldy to see or speak

directly with the Vaisnava saint in a samadhi. Né&wdess, to advance

spiritually he should dutifully and faithfully visand serve the samadhis of
Sri Caitanya Deva's eternal associates.



Serve the Dust

Usually, neophyte devotees can't perceive much setnaadhi. But just by

being there they can receive the greatest beisefikrishna Dasa Kaviraja
shows an easy way to attain the highest treasur&rishna prema in

Caitanya-caritamrta Antya 16.60-61, bhakta-paddidata bhakta-pada-

jala, bhakta-bhukta-avasesa-tina maha bala/ eisena haite phukariya
kaya, punah punah sarva-sastre phukariya kaya, dlise of the feet of a
devotee, the water that has washed the feet of@ek and the remnants of
food left by a devotee are three very powerful tafses. By rendering
service to these three one attains the supreme ajoatstatic love for

Krishna. In all the revealed scriptures this isdilgudeclared again and
again.”

Prahlada Maharaja glorifies the Vaisnava pada diodit dust) in Srimad
Bhagavatam (7.5.32), "Unless they rub on their &®dne dust of the lotus
feet of a Vaisnava completely free from all sins;gons attached to material
sense gratification can't be attached to the |t#e$ of the Lord." When
returning from Gaya, Lord Gauranga Mahaprabhu s€dpp Kumarahatta,
West Bengal, at the birth place of His spiritualstea Sri Isvara Puri.
Collecting some dust, Lord Caitanya declared, "Tdust is My life and
soul." Everyday Lord Gauranga would eat a pincthisf dust taken from the
birth place of Sri Isvara Puri.

The Vaisnava's foot dust possesses tremendousiappower. Anyone can
receive its benefits by collecting and eatingetyvag it by rubbing the dust
on his body, or rolling in it at the samadhis. Thet dust of the advanced
Vrajavasi Vaisnavas, who are doing parikrama, miwéh the foot dust

remnants of the mahabhagavatas in samadhi to produgch blend of

transcendental mercy awaiting all takers at theasdimmandirs.

Places of Inspiration

As the appearance and disappearance days of thedpuotees are special
times for prayers and celebrations, the samadhasspecial places for
increasing our inspiration and faith. For exampde, Narottama Dasa
Thakura's samadhi we sing Gurvastaka and prayhr realization about
our guru to manifest within us. Remembering theoagdishments of the
particular Vaisnava in samadhi inspires us to suiee more increases the



guality and quantity of our service, and solidifeg determination to attain
the lotus feet of Radha-Gokulananda in this lifetim

One can easily visit a temple and see the Deit$rofKrishna. Similarly,
samadhis give disciples and future followers ary @#sy to connect with a
Vaisnava's spiritual energy. Smaranam (remembranfethe Vaisnava
expands greatly when visiting his samadhi. Lord kgishna explains the
benefits of remembering Him (or Krishna's pure degd in the Gopala-
tapani Upanisad:

"By remembering Me, one who is impure becomes pByeremembering
Me, one who follows no vows becomes a strict fokowof vows. By
remembering Me, one who has studied no Vedic maifiiegomes an expert
knower of the Vedas."

Actually, many Vrndavana pandits admit that by viagggrg and doing puja
at the Gosvami's samadhis (such as Sri Sanatansa@psSri Rupa

Gosvami, Sri Jiva Gosvami, Sri Gopala Bhatta Gosyvamd others) they
definitely received special mercy to enter and Hdeapderstand the Vedas
and the Gosvami's granthas (books).

Samadhis Reform Japa

In the material world there are auspicious and spaiious times, places,
and circumstances (kala, desha, patra). The predmce of a particular
mode of nature determines the quality of any emvent. For example, a
brothel overflows with tamo-guna (ignorance), & @tlsates with passion
(rajo-guna), and the country generates goodnetsgsguna). But Krishna s
temple is saturated with pure goodness (visuddtteagathe pure, peaceful,
and blissful atmoshpere of Vaikuntha. Since goosimashances spiritual
practices, living in the country can help one fils lmind on God and
advance spiritually. The Vedas list auspicious fiots such as near sacred
trees (Tulasi, Banyan, Peepul, Kadamba), besidg hekrs (Ganga,
Yamuna), temples and samadhis. In UpadesamrtaRigra Gosvami says
that there are gradations even within the absdptdatual energy of the
Supreme Lord Krishna. "Mathura is superior to Vaika, Vrndavana
excels Mathura, Govardhana Hill surpasses Vrndgvand Sri Radha-
kunda reigns supreme above all." Being cintamareyyegrain of sand in
Vrndavana has its distinct divine characteristi¢et, Vamsi Vat means
more than the general bank of the Yamuna. The asapyoclaim that



devotional activities performed within the holy diea (Vrndavana,
Mayapur) produce one hundred times the result ofahactions done
elsewhere.

Since Sri Krishna cherishes His devotee so dealtyng bhajana (nine
forms of devotional service) near that devoteeaisastni brings one immense
spiritual gain. Charged with spiritual vibratiorthe samadhi of Krishna's
pure devotee emits transcendental energy and eyamwment. Therefore,
doing bhajana here makes one spiritually strongt as chanting Hare
Krishna before Tulasi-devi gives one immeasurapigtgal benifit. During
Kartika month in Vrndavana, many elevated saints ngar Sri Rupa
Gosvami's samadhi at the Radha-Damodara templeg. gifagy, chant japa,
kirtana, bhajans, and recite stutis and stotrasé@geand prayers).

One Vrajavasi Gaudiya Vaisnava explained the wmlahip between visiting
samadhis and chanting the holy name. "Whenevesit the samadhi of
Thakura Haridasa in Puri, | just automatically Imeghanting Hare Krishna.
The holy name just pours out. Srila Haridasa Thaksrsuch a significant
and magnanimous personality that even stone-heapedple can
immeditately receive his mercy. Of course, it's the@me everywhere.
Wherever you go and visit a samadhi, you definitggt the direct
association of a great Vaisnava, a great devothe.ifftimate association
with a pure devotee Vaisnava increases the qualityour japa, your
reading, and your praying."”

Chapter Six
WORSHIP AND FESTIVALS

Avirbhava Equals Tirobhava

Philosophically, the avirbhava (appearance day) aticbbhava
(disappearance day) of a pure Vaisnava are the .sdime acarya's
appearance and disappearance is not like the oydperson's birth and
death. The existence of a Vaisnava compares wehviibility of the sun.
The sun shining in the clear blue sky represemsldvotee’s living amongst
us in his prakrta rupa (visible form). His disap@eee from this world
resembles the sun being hidden behind the cloudsdiBbppears in one
place and appears in another. Therefore, a tirabkaaultaneously creates



an avirbhava. When a pure Vaisnava leaves his faralipa, he receives an
aprakrta rupa (spiritual body or deha) to eternaigrve Radha-

Syamasundara in Goloka Vrndavana. Here it appeaes taobhava but in

the spiritual world it is an avirbhava. The pureatee disappears from our
vision, only to appear before the vision of RadiyarBasundara in the Sri
Vrndavana-dhama.

Whether living in the material or the spiritual Whrthe pure devotee always
engages Iin the selfless loving service of Radha HKndhna. Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura states that a Vaisnava erigtmally packed up with
the Lord in transcendental sound vibration.

Hereasonsill who tellsthat Vaisnavas die
When thou art living still in sound!
The Vaisnavasdieto live, and living try
To spread the Holy Name around.

In the material world the Vaisnava passes his dagsting Nitai-Gauranga
and Hare Krishna, dancing, and honoring Prasadaldés the same in the
spiritual world. Once upon a time a sage gave diffekinds of blessings to
different types of people. He blessed a princeg-pajtra ciram jiva, "You
are the king's son, you should live forever." The sage blessed a
Vaisnava, sadhavo jiva va mara va, "You can livaliet as you choose."
Since royal families are prone to illicit senseogment, the sage blessed the
prince to live forever. Because after death thegeriwould go to hell to pay
for his sins. However, the Vaisnava could live @ lbecause either way he
continues the same activity— blissfully serving kbieeis feet of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Sri Krishna.

The Tirobhava Ceremony

After his disappearance the Vaisnava's body isiputhe padma asana
(sitting cross-legged). His right hand is foldedtne Vaisnava mudra (held
to the heart as if chanting on japa beads). A sfqmsition is both palms
touching and held to the chest in the classical as&npose. Mayavadis
shape their hand in the dhyana mudra, or theylett palms up on the
knees.

Devotees bathe the body with Yamuna water (abhjseRaests write
different mantras on the Vaisnava's body with g@mdana. The choice of



mantras depends upon the particular bhava of thabtde. Sri Gopala
Bhatta Gosvami says to write the following mantnative chest and arms of
Gaudiya Vaisnava sannyasis in his Samskara-dipikes¢ 45): Om klim
srim hrim srim lavana mridyuji bhumi svabhre sval@gvering this body
with clay and salt, we now offer it to the earth."

After applying tilak and sandal paste to the Vava'mforehead, he's dressed
in new cloth, and tulasi leaves are put in his hdimn arotika is performed,
and a number of articles are offered such as copfegshe Srimad
Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-gita, tulasi neckbeads, papla, karatalas,
Deity prasadam, kamandalu (water pot), begging bamd walking stick (if
he used one). These articles are consecratedhatedrth along with the
spiritual body.

In the same sitting posture the body is lowered itlie earth. The hole
should be one foot deeper than the height of theope

After sprinkling turmeric over the body, the entoedy is covered with huge
guantities of salt. The samadhi site will be markath a slightly raised

mound of earth. A simple or grand samadhi mandiy tma built later to

honor and provide worship for that departed Vaisnav

On January 1, 1937 Srila Bhaktisiddhanta SarasMakura, the spiritual
master of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Sw&mnabhupada, entered
the eternal pastimes of Sri-Sri Gandharvika-Girrdhaddis biography
describes the tirobhava ceremony:

"After Om Vishnupada (108) Sri Srimad BhaktisiddtzeaSarasvati Gosvami
Maharaja Prabhupada's disappearance pastimeahscéndental body was
worshiped with scented oil, flowers, and sandaltggathen his spiritual
body was brought before the Deities in the Sri Saat Auditory Hall (in
Calcutta) and decorated with flowers, garlands, alodh. There the ap-
propriate worship and arotika was performed.

"Then Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura'sybeds brought by train
to the Yogapitha in Sridhama Mayapur, where a tretoas kirtana was
held for the whole night. The work of the samadhisvimmeditately begun
by the sannyasis, babajis, brahmacaris, grhastdsyanaprasthas who had
all taken shelter at his lotus feet. At the endhef night the samadhi mantras



were written on his body according to the dirediof the Samskara Dipika
by Sri Gopala Bhatta Gosvami.

"His spiritual body was then brought to the samesite and placed on a
throne of white marble. His feet were anointed vaturu and sandalwood
paste. The flowers offered to his feet were caldc{to make pushpa
samadhi). Flower garlands were offered around Hskn His favorite

bhajans were sung: Sri Rupa-manjari, Svananda-dakkanja manohara,
and Yasomati-nandana. Then, chanting ye anilo prdima@a, the devotees
circumambulated the samadhi site four times. Theaskhi was covered with
earth, marked with the sign of Gaudiya Vaisnawakticovered with flower

garlands, and tulasi plants were sown on all sidefre sacrifice, bhoga

offering, and an arotika were performed. There weadings from the

Disappearance of Srila Haridasa Thakura, and SBkektisiddhanta

Sarasvati Thakura's poems from the end of his Aasydn

"Thus, the acarya sun, as he had been called gthesr Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura, passed from earthly vision and enterecetbnal pastimes of the
Lord."

Daily Worship at the Samadhis

The Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya accepts that thefgly represents the
Supreme Lord Krishna (saksad dharitvena samastiaisasTl herefore, they
worship guru and Govinda together with the sambuesiasm. Besides being
an incarnation of Sri Krishna's spiritual power dherefore fully capable of
representing the Supreme Lord, the guru existsnaitgr as a dear
companion of both Radha-Govinda and Sri Krishnaadga Mahaprabhu
(kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya).

Although the Supreme Lord Krishna and His pure te¥@xist on the same
level, according to vidhi marga (path of rulesg tfuru's samadhi should be
separate from but near Krishna's temple. Vrndasanain temples passed a
law that a pujari can't do the samadhi puja, aed tieenter the main temple
of Radha-Krishna. A separate pujari must perforra thorship in the
samadhi. The Radha Ramana temple Goswamis must atér they offer
puja inside Sri Gopala Bhatta Gosvami's samadhistirobhava.

Establishing any type of samadhi (full body, pushgrarti) for a departed
Vaisnava means that that person actually resida®.tlBecause he's there,



the temple will appoint separate pujaris to perfah@ worship. Generally,
Gaudiya Vaisnava babajis, sannyasis, or brahnsadarihe worship.

Puja means a living attitude. With that mood thgaps render warm and
personal service to the Vaisnavas in their samadBesvices include
cooking and offering bhoga (food) and water, aaténd providing his japa
mala and Srimad Bhagavatam, complete with bookstan@asy reading.
Pujaris make seasonal adjustments in the worshipgn® winter, they bathe
the samadhi with warm Yamuna water and cover whieavy wool blanket.
In the summer, they offer a cool bath, drinking evatand an electric fan
Through their humble service attitude the samadinétakers preserve the
transcendental message and transmit the mood toffitibeated Vaisnava. A
true bhakta serves the samadhi with the same admtavotion with which
he serves the Deity of Krishna.

There are two methods of Vaisnava worship in theastnis. Either he
receives Deity maha-prasada, or items preparedifopvan pujaris. In the
first system, all items are first offered to theegiding Radha-Krishna
Deities in the main temple.

Then the Lord's foodstuffs, cloth, water, candamal other remnants go to
the Vaisnava as Krishna's maha-prasadam. PrevidhglyMadana Mohana
pujaris used to bring maha-prasadam pera (milk §vesel a pot of water
down the street to Sri Sanatana Gosvami's sama&ihi.today, "due to

inconvenience," the temple Gosvamis have askeddhajis living at the

samadhi site to prepare the food, offer it to tipgirsonal Deities, and then
give that maha-prasadam to Sri Sanatana Gosvami.

Sri Gopala Bhatta Gosvami's Samadhi Puja

In Vrndavana, the Radha Ramana temple managememhitiee maintains
the highest standard of worship at the samadhi fGdpala Bhatta
Gosvami. Living next to his samadhi, a crew of Ggaid/aisnava babajis
attentively and lovingly serve him throughout ttesdDaily they chant first-
class bhajans and kirtans, and recite the Srimady®ratam for his pleasure.
Twice a day, (noon raja bhoga & evening) they ofien full plates of
Radha Ramana's maha-prasadam. They also offerresh €ool drinking
water in a clay kamandalu (water pot with a spdata separate kitchen, the
caretakers prepare five more bhoga offerings for Gopala Bhatta
Gosvami. Five arotikas follow the food offeringsrdztly after the evening



arotika, Radha Ramanaji's pujari gives the Lordibanflower garland to the
samadhi pujari for Gopala Bhatta.

Sri Gopala Bhatta Gosvami also receives worshipdensof Radha
Ramanaji's temple. At raja bhoga, the pujaris offeee plates: one for
Radha Ramana and the Salagrama silas, one fortSRaw@harani, and one
for Gopala Bhatta. Sri Padmanabha Goswami, a pafaRadha Ramana,
explains why: "We feel that Gopala Bhatta Gosvamipersonally there
inside of Radha Ramanaji's temple. He's preserthenremnants of the
wooden asana that Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu hadmadhgsent here from
Jagannatha Puri as a gift for Gopala Bhatta GosVami

In Vrndavana, at the magnificent samadhi of His ifBv Grace A.C.

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, ISKCON (The Internal Society for

Krishna Consciousness) devotees offer first clagsship full of devotion.

The puja standard closely resembles Sri Gopalat&8h@bsvami's. Srila
Prabhupada instructed disciples to learn propea pupcedures from the
Radha Ramana temple.

Besides the daily puja and the yearly tirobhava otedtva (disappearance
day festival), there are other festivals held & samadhis. Upon taking
initiation into the Gaudiya Vaisnava family line nfpanugas (followers of
Sri Rupa Gosvami), a new disciple may sponsor aiapatsava (festival).
For example, at Rupa Gosvami's samadhi, he coudth@ge for Hari Nama
sankirtana and Bhagavata katha, offer an opulast te Sri Rupa Gosvami,
and then distribute it to all the Vrajavasi Vaisasv

Tirobhava Mahotsava (yearly disappearance celebrabin)

Like the sun, the Vaisnavas are always presentoBuatccount of our faulty

perception they seem to "disappear." Hari SauriaDesports that Srila

Prabhupada told disciples to fast until noon orhbibte appearance and
disappearance days of our predecessor acaryassdige, do the same for
the six Gosvamis, Krishna Dasa Kaviraja, Narotttaasa Thakura,

Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, and others. Spihtuaa Vaishava's

appearance and disappearance day are equal.

Although Srila Prabhupada wanted both days to beemied, Gaudiya
Vaisnavas traditionally only celebrate the tirobdhadisappearance day).
The festival honors that pure Vaisnava who attainechanjari svarupa



(spiritual form of a maidservant), and entered ¢bernal service of Radha-
Gopinatha within the pleasure groves of Sri Vrnaevdhama. "Celebrate
the avirbhava (appearance day) of Vishnu (Krishaayl the tirobhava
(disappearance day) of the Vaisnava," say the @asdOf course, the more
one worships the devotees, the more one makes ezivant. But elaborate
ceremonies are usually held on the disappearance da

Why "worship the avirbhava of Vishnu and the tirabh of the Vaisnava?"
Immeditately upon appearing on earth, the Vishrataras such as the Dasa
Avataras (Matsya, Vamana, Nrsimha, Rama) act te@sblenstruct, and
protect everyone. They bring peace and prospearityhé¢ world. Therefore,
the appearance day of Lord Vishnu and His many $dasinonored.

When a Vaishava first appears in this world he dbeshow any greatness
or make any contribution. After some years he ®egm manifest his
spiritual power. The karma (activities) of the \fasa far outweigh his
janma (birth). A Vaisnava's life of pure devotiondaspreading Krishna
consciousness is honored with a mahotsava. Thes gsand festival of
flowers, kirtana, puja, poetry, prasadam, and agssion.

Sri Padmanabha Goswami explains the reason fobregierg a Vaisnava's
tirobhava:

"When a devotee takes birth he has not really donghing yet. After his

death everyone knows what great work he did. Saelebrate this time. At
that time the Vaisnava enters Radha-Krishna's 1iityaand that's a great
cause for celebration. According to Gaudiya Vaisnghilosophy, we

believe that the departed Vaisnava joins the lil&adha and Krishna and
the asta-sakhis (eight intimate gopis) as a sereérthe servant of the
servant—the mood of gopi bhava. Just inside oar alf Radha Ramanaiji,
we worship Gopala Bhatta Gosvami in his eternainfas Guna-manjari,
serving the lotus feet of Srimati Radharani."

Standard Gaudiya Vaisnava texts don't give anygesafor singing on the
appearance day of a pure devotee. But they meitiomireds of stavas,
stutis, and sucaks (varieties of mantras and bbpjam sing on the
disappearance day. Most Gaudiya Vaisnava panjyearl{ calendars) list
only the disappearance days of the Vaisnava acaryas



How to Observe a Tirobhava

On the tirobhava (disappearance day) of a purends# a devotee should
visit his samadhi. Then he should offer obeisancesumambulation,
arotika, songs, prayers, and Deity maha-prasadarbhoga sweets. In
Vaisnavism, Srila Thakura Bhaktivinoda gives th#ofeing translation to
Sri Vaisnava Pranama, vanca kalpa tarubhyas caskngdau...

"Let us kiss over and over again the holy feeth®f tlevotees of Krishna
who are like purpose trees, yielding the fruit 8fcur devotional desires.
They are oceans of kindness and purifiers of thenfd

Since Vaisnavas are always pleased with maha-pasagou may first
offer the flower garland, fruit, and milk sweetstt®e temple Deity. Then
take Radha-Damodara's maha-prasadam and offe6ii Bupa Gosvami in
his samadhi. On the tirobhava of Sri Jiva Gosvafoilow the same
procedure, but take Sri Rupa Gosvami's remnantsgasgdthem as maha-
maha-prasadam to Sri Jiva Gosvami in his samadhi.

Sucaka Kirtans (a biography in song) are specigbs full of verses
glorifying the life and teachings of the departeaisnava saint. Sung on the
tirobhava, these beautiful prayers sometimes géoorwo or three hours.
(See Appendix for sucaka and other kirtans)

A tirobhava mahotsava consists of extra pujas & samadhi, abhiseka,
kirtans, new dresses, reading of praises, singucpks, and a bhoga
offering. The standard tirobhava offering is malpt@a cake with rasa."
Malpua somewhat resembles a pancake fried in ghdeseaked in sugar
water. Served with yogurt and subji, malpua is aj&rarea tradition. In
olden days, malpua was the standard samadhi affdon a tirobhava
mahotsava. But today, thrifty temples have sulisttihe cheap dry laddhu
for the more costly, mouth-watering malpua.

All the six Gosvamis, except Sri Raghunatha Dasav&mi, receive

substantial bhoga offerings during their tirobhawahotsavas. At Radha-
kunda, devotees respect Raghunatha Dasa Gosvarisl raf strict

renunciation by daily offering him (inside his sathg only buttermilk,

maha Tulasi leaves and water from Radha-Gopindlé.on his divine

disappearance day they prepare a full feast anck glajust outside his
samadhi.



The tirobhava mahotsava is a three day festivdledfins the day before the
Vaisnava's disappearance day with a non-stop twenty hour Hare

Krishna maha-mantra kirtan. The first day is calted Adhi vasa, when
devotees sing different padas and bhajans (somyslng Radha and

Krishna, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the Panca-Tatbh@ad Gauranga's
eternal associates, and all the Guru-Tattva tondttihne disappearance
ceremony of Sri Gopala Bhatta Gosvamipada. (ciseglhaexample)

On day two, the actual disappearance day (tirobhtvg devotees worship
Sri Gopala Bhatta Gosvami in his samadhi and oleseniull fast. The
Goswami mahants of Vrndavana's seven major temylesffer individual
worship at the samadhi. In the morning, the Brahanamen, of every
Goswami family serving Radha Ramanaji, will offerja arotika, garlands,
and pranams at Gopala Bhatta Gosvami's samadhi.

In the evening, the brahmana's wives must takeadarsf Gopala Bhatta
Gosvami. They offer whole coconuts in the samadid aray, "Please
protect and maintain our family, and increase owmiper of male

members." Why males? Because only men can serv®ditg of Radha

Ramanaji. This particular practice of the ladiesraglitional only at Radha
Ramana temple. Sri Hari-Nama nagar sankirtanau@yancing, and maha-
prasadam fill the third and final day of the feativ

Any devotee, even if he has no money or matercans, sincerely worship
the pure devotee on his tirobhava. The followingtipae shows a pure and
simple way to do it.

Once on Sri Sanatana Gosvami's tirobhava, Sri G&istaora Dasa Babaiji
Maharaja said, "This afternoon we shall have atgiestival, a tirobhava
mahotsava, to honor the holy day of the passirfgritdd Sanatana Gosvami.”
His servant Bihari replied, "But Babaji Maharajauyare totally renounced
and have nothing. Where will you get the thingsdeekfor a festival?" "We
don't need anything," explained Babaji Maharajag"Way fast and chant
the holy name of Krishna. And in this humble way shall enjoy a great
festival.”



